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HE Editor thinks it incumbent upon him to inform the Reader, 
that le veral, both ancient and modern chriſt*ans, have co 
tributed their quota towards enriching this Tre eaſury; that 


he has not ſtuck to any particular ſect or party of chriſtiaus, but 
wherever he found a paſſage among the old authors, ſtriking, inſtruc- 
tive, or encouraging to the people of God, he inſerted it with great 
pleaſure, and applied to itiends for their illuſtration of particular Points 
in Clvinity, which he thought were more immediately neceifary ſor 
the information of common readers; not points of ſpeculation, or doubt- 
ful interpretation, but what all allow are «fſential to the chriſtian 1e- 
ligion; ſuch as Faith, Repentance, Holineſs, & a d tney reacily 
favoured him with their ſentiments, prompted, he doubts nut, wich 
A: thy 
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mn ſame generous motive he himſelf is aQuated by, the edis. 
, cation of the Children of God.” He is nevertheleſs awar that 

| Fo are many who diſcover an excellent ſpirit and lively zeal, yet 


confine their regards to a few principles, which, however important, 
are not the whole of \Chriſtanity, but want ſome other articles to 


guard hem. — Knowledge and practice, he 1s periuaded, muſt go hand 


in hand togetli- r. 


THE 1 of chriſtians in general, and of every reader in 
particular, is the profeſſe: deſign of this publication. The grace of 
Gop forming the heart for Gop, is the Logp's work; the new 
creature“ is his workmanſhip, ** created in CuRisr Jesus unto good 
& works.” The foundation of the ſpiritual building is laid in CuRIST; 
on this. foundation the chriſtian builds; in building upon their moſt 


holy faith, chrifiians. will have their eye upon the Maſter builder; | 


will keep to the pi-n of the work, to the plan of the chriſtian life, 
as drawn and ſet by Jesus, and will be 92 1 aſking and receiving 
| directions 
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2 directions and materials for carrying on the work. In this good work 
ar they meet with many impediments, ariſing from ſelf, the world, and the 
et great enemy to religion, Satan; and at times are apt to be diſcouraged; 
. as the Jews were often oppoſed and retarded in the bui ding of the temple 
80 by the ſubtilty and power of thoſe who hated them; happy when the 


nd 4 work was going on pleaſantly ; ſad and caſt down when it was otherwiſe | 
So when the good work in the ſoul is advancing, and there is a growth in 
the ſpiritual divine life, then are they glad and revive; when the work 1s 
in more at a ſtand; when many things concur to impede the progreſs of r-li- 
of f gion in the ſoul; when the mind is diſturbed with the remains of corruption, 
and power of unbelief; when avocations from that enemy, the world, divert 

the attention from the work; when the Lord ſecmeth to hate forgotten, 
and to hide his face, and dark diſpenſations of providence perplex and 
diſquiet the weak mind; when the frail body is b»wed down with trouble, 
and the ſpirit is faint and languid, how fad and ſorrowful the caſe ! 
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" READER, How is this work going on with you ? Have you the ſame 
life and ſpirit you once had? or are you more feeble-minded ? Is a ſpirit 
of langour and deadneſs creeping upon you? Are you bewailing the want 
of that ſweet experience of the power and preſence of Gop you once had? 
Are you, like Job, c:ying out, O that I were as in months paſt, when 
the candle of the Loap ſhined upon me! Wilt thou revive, wilt thou 
not enlighten my darkneſs?” If this is your complaint, go to the 
throne of grace; ga often to the living ſtone, that you, as a lively ſtone 
in the building, may be built up in faith, love, and joy. Your enemi s 
are many, are ſubtle, are ſtrong, but they ſhall not prevail; Four Re- 
decmer is ſtrong, the Logp of hofls is his name; he ſhall ariſe, and 
thoroughly plead your cauſe, and give you reſt. 


\ 


IN the primitive Church, upon the plentiful effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt 
at Pentecoſt, how amiable the ſpirit of love to Cnr sT and his truths, of 
warm unaffeQed devotion, of union, concord, and brotherty love, among 
themſelves ! They were all of one heart and of one ſoul.” 2 


r 


AT the Reformation from Popery, how warm and bold the zeal of te 
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venerable reformers, in contend ing for and promoting the pure doctrines of 


the goſpel! How wonderful their ſucceſs under the countenance of the 
Moſt High! And in latter times, how have we ſeen religion revive in ſome 
places, while it was remarkably declining in others? When purity of faith 
and purity in practice prevail in any church, there God 1s glorified, there 
is true chriſtianity: When inſtruments are raiſed up, who have a hearty 
love to the work, it goes on pleaſantly and proſpers; when the friends of 
Jesus are many, are zealous and active, and harmoniouſly united together 
in promoting the intereſts-of his kingdom, how does the glorious defign 
ſucceed ! The whole body united to the head, and fitly joined together, 
* and compacted by that which every joint ſupplieth, according to the ef- 


« fetual working in the meaſure of every part, maketh increafe of the 


* body to the edifying itielf in love.” On the other hand, when the 
truths of Jesus are denied, are darkened and obſcured ; when the ſpirit of 
infidelity and error makes progreſs ; when chere is a general ſpirit of diſ- 


e and n of manners; when the enemies of Iss us increaſe, 
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and carry on their attacks with ſome ſucceſs, what a ſtop is put to the glo- 
rious work, how is its progreſs retarded! When there is a general langour 2? 
and formality in matters religious; when there is a warmer zeal for things 
-. "of doubtful diſputation, than for the great and ſubſtantial intereſts of the. # 
Redeemer's kingdom, how does vital chriſtianity decay! When inſtead of 
loving one another with a pure heart, fervently, and uniting in promoting 1 
the great cauſe againſt the common enemy, there is a ſpirit of party and diſ- | 
ſention even amongſt profeſſed friends, how much does the work ſuffer, and 
how do the enemies triumph! Satan's watch-word is Divide and devour; 
If once he can ſeperate us from the fold, and withdraw us from the Shep- 
herd's tents, his work is half done. Chriſt's watch-word is, Unite and con. 
quer: The path of duty is the path of ſafety. Surely this will lead all the 
rue ſervants of Gop to frequent and fervent prayer; O Logo, revive, 
in wrath remember mercy, heal our © breaches, forgive our animoſities 
* and unite us in the bands of love and affection, that our arms may be 
e firong, and the pleaſure of the Lox proſper in our hands. 
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Tnar this book may be better underſtood, and a means of edifying 
every reader, let the following remarks be particularly attended to. 


1. Tur petitions and the divine anſevers, which are to be found among 
ſeveral of the ſcripture texts in the titles, may be of admirable uſe to 
many; the Queſtions generally run in the complaining, inquiſitive ſtrain, 
for information and redreſs, under the painful anxieties of a wounded con- 
ſcince; and the Anſwers are well calculated to relieve and inform the 
dis reſſed ſoul; they generally corfiſt of gracious promiſes of ſcripture 
which may eaſily be turned into petitions ; and if relief does not imme. 
diztely come, yet the ſoul gets eaſe, by thus pouring out its complaints, 
and reminding the Lord of his promites ; faith in the word is hereby 
ſtengthened, and the foul is led to fee that trouble and anxicty are to 
precede rejoicing and triumph. | 


1. Tux diſtinction that is made in ſeveral parts of the book between 
bꝛre morality and true chriſtianity, reſpecting the motives of actions 
the principle from which they are done, and the degree and extent of 

| them. 
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| ther m. Morality is not chriſtianity, though there can be no true chriſ- 


tianity without morality ; moral actions may be done from natural 
principles, and will certainly centre in ſelf, in ſome ſhape or other; 


but a truly chriſtian act muſt proceed from a gracious principle in the heart. 


A moral man, and a true chriſtian, may both give ſomething to the poor; 
the poor is relieved by each; but the benevolence of the one may pro- 
ceed from a natural generoſity of ſpirit, while that of the other comes 
from a ſenſe of divine favour and bounty already beſtowed upon himſef. 
They may both join in the ſame ordinances, pray to the ſame ſupreme 
Being, and yet the one continue ſelf righteous and vainly confident, while 
the other is humbled, and lives upon divine grace; the principle within 


makes the' difference between them ; and they whoſe religion is only 


moral, would do well to conſider the difference. 


3- In almoſt every page there are different portions of ſcripture pat 
together, which ſerve to elucidate and explain each other; ſo that 
what in one is obſcure, is generally opened by its parallel, which will 

be 
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advantages there are in the word of Gop, and how they become 
profitable for doctrine, re proof, correction, and inſtruftion in righte 
„ on!rels, that the man of Goo may be thoroughly furniſhed unto every 
good work, and, through the divine blefling upon him, be made wiſe 
“ unto ſalvation.” 

4. LET the reader be careful to diſtinguiſh between a ſtate of ſafety 
by faith in CHRIST. and a ſtate of aſſurance ariſing from ſenſible com- 
forts in the heart. The beſt of chriſtians experience great viciſſitudes 


reſpecting the irame of their minds; ſometimes they are lively and com- 


fortable, then they are low and depreſſed; now they have ſenſible tokens 
of divine favour ; then again theſe are withdrawn, and they begin to queſ- 


tion the ſafety of their ftaie before Gop. The enemy often takes advan- 
tage of their uncomfortable frames, and would have them queition the 
reality of grace in their heart, and the conſequence generally is great 


anxiety and diſtreſs, In order to remove this, it is neceſſary to conſider 
| what 


be found very uſeful, if diligently compared; and ſerve to ſhew the 1 
abundance, the ſuper-abundance of light, promiſes, privileges, and 
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th m. Morality i Is not chriſtianity, though there can be no true chrif. 
tianity without morality; moral actions may be done from natural 
principles, and will certainly centre in ſelf, in ſome ſhape or other; 


but a truly chriſtian act muſt proceed from a gracious principle in the heart, 


A moral man, and a true chriſtian, may both give ſomething to the poor; 
the poor is relieved by each; but the benevolence of the one may pro- 
ceed from a natural generoſity of ſpirit, while that of the other cones 
from a ſenſe of divine favour and bounty already beſtowed upon himſef. 
They may both join in the ſame ordinances, pray to the ſame ſuprene 
Being, and yet the one continue ſelf righteous and vainly confident, while 
the other is humbled, and lives upon divine grace; the principle within 
makes the difference between them; and they whoſe religion is oniy 
moral, would do well to conſider the difference. | 


3. In almoſt every page there are different portions of ſcripture pat 
together, which ſerve to elucidate and explain each other; ſo that 
what in one is obſcure, is generally opened by its parallel, which wil 

| | be 


be found very uſeful, if diligently compared; and ſerve to ſhew the 
abundance, the ſuper -abundance of light, promiſes, privileges, and 
advantages there are in the word of Gop, and how they become 
profitable for doctrine, re proof, correction, and inſtruction in righte 
* onirels, that the man of God may be thoroughly ſurniſhed unto every 
* good work, and, through the divine blefling upon him, be made wiſe 
© unto ſalvation.” 


4. LEI the reader be careful to diſtinguiſh bh a ſtate of ſafety 
by faith in CHRIST, and a flate of aſſurance ariſing from ſenſible com- 


forts in the heart. The beſt of. chriſtians ex erience reat viciſſitudes 
- 8 | 


reſpecting the irame of their minds; ſometimes they are lively and com- 
fortable, then they are low and depreſſed ; now they have ſenſible tokens 
of divine favour ; then again theſe are withdrawn, and they begin to queſ- 
tion the ſafety of their ſtate before Gop. The enemy often takes advan- 


tage of their uncomfortable frames, and would have them queition the 


reality of grace in their heart, and the conſequence generally is great 
anxiety and diſtreſs, In order to remove this, it is neceilary to conſider 
| what 
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[i what is the true foundation of hope, and to diſtinguiſh between what is 
permanent and durable, and what is, fluctuating and changeable. 


5 Tu work of the Redeemer is a perfect work, incapable of addition or 
I diminution, everlaſting in 1ts duration and efficacy; upon this the eye of 
| faith ſhould be invariably fixed, and from hence comfort and ſupport in 
| every ſlate is tobe drawn: Curtst's blood is a conſtant propitiation, his 
| righteouſneſs is a perfect covering; to theſe, Reader, have daily recourſe | 
. for cleanſing and recommendation before God; by theſe you may ſilence 
all the accuſations of Satan, all the clam ours of conſcience ; all the threat- 
| enings of the law); for in CnrisT the believer is compleat, and here may 

he fafely reſt in his dulleſt and heavieſt moments : Happy frames, on the 
contrary, are beſtowed or withheld, as it pleaſes Gop ; you may fafely 

pray for them, becauſe great peace is promiſed to the children of Gos: 
12 and, generally ſpeaking, the diligent and watchful are moſt frequently fa- 
# voured with them; and when you are blefled with them, be thankſul; 
but beware of depending upon them, for this is tile readieſt way to have 
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them withdrawn: f piritual pride may ariſe from this quarter, while a feel- 
ing ſenſe of weakneſs and unworthineis keeps the ſoul! humble and conti- 
nually depending upon the Lord Jesvs CHRIST N ſor pardon, ſirength, 


and ſalvation, 


&, In ſpiritual conflicts it will often happen when Gop is about to work 
ſome great deliverance from ſome particular fin, or prefiing temptation, 
that, 5 to his deliverance, the believer will think he had never 
been to wicked or oppreſſed before; his corruptions are permitted to ſtir 
up in him, and he is apt to lay with Moſes, reſpecting the 1iraclites, that 
* Gop has not delivered him at all.” Reader, beware of ſuch a concla- 
ſion ; the greateſt darkneſs is generally a little before ſun-riſe; “ the 
„ Iſraelites groaned by reaſon of their taſk-maſters, and heavy burdens,” 
juſt when Gop was about to deliver them; man's extremity is God's 
opportunity ; out of darknefs he brings forth light; of unbelief faith; of 


pride, humility ; his deſign is to bring down thy ſelf-righteouſneſs and 
vain confidence ; to cut the very ſinews of an arm of fleſh; to convince 


thee 


a ho 
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* | COON ven! | Oe» 
xiv | r x C5 ; 
thee that deliverance is of himſelf alone ; to bring thee to a ſteady depen- 
dence upon his power, that his ſtrength may be perfected in thy weak⸗ 
neſs, and that he may have all the glory Then will he appear for thee, 
and Work wonderfully ; and in all thy after conflicts of a ſpiritual kind, 
follow this advice, build not thy comfort of pardon upon thy victory, but 
thy victory upon thy pardon and cc ptance with Gop through CHN IST: 
ſtrive not, thinking that thou ſhile only have remiſſion of fin when con- 
quered, but ſeek firſt remiſſion, and believe that it is forgiven through 
*-Curisr., Being aſſured of this, itrive in faith againſt fins already for- 
given, againſt enemies already conquered; look on thyſelf as not only 
accepted with GoD through Cheisr, but even in league and covenant 


with him againſt all thine enemies; and by theſe means thou haſt, even in 
the conteſt, peace, courage, ſtrengtb, and victory. 


6. In this book are ſeveral parts of ſeripture hiſtory evangelized or 
applied to ſpiritual purpofes in a goſpel! way; which may ſerve as ſpeci- 
mens for the } proving of many more to the ſame end; hereby great 
tage, 
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advantages will ariſe to the intelligent reader. The {word of the Lox p 
and of Gideon.” The command to drive out the Canaanites; and if not, 
their becoming pricks in the eyes of the Iſraelites, &c. the atchieve” 
ments of the Jews in their wars, the interpoſitions of providence in thei” 
behalf; their departing from Gow, and his ſelling them into the hands 
of their enemies; their groanings under captivity. and oppreſſion ; the 


rage and malice of their adverſaries, &c. afford ample matter of caution 


and inſtruction to every ſerious reader; all may be eaſily brought home 
and ſpiritualized, and will teach him to admire free grace; the tokens cf 
divine favour will warn him of the pewer of his enemies, will ſhew him 
the danger of fin and corruption, and the neceſlity of keeping cloſe to the 
Captain of his ſalvation from day to day. 


LasTLY, Dear Reader, beware of formality in the uſe of this book: 
it will be of little ſervice barely to read it over; ſee that theſe truths 
be brought home to thy conſcience, and beg of the Almighty, that he 
would be pleaſed to apply them by his holy Spirit ; then they would be 

| 5 bleſſed 
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bleſied indeed to thy ſoul: examine your experience as you go along, 
particularly how you hate and ſight againſt ſin; how you maintain com- 


munion with God through the Spirit; What it is to live by faith in 


Cuxisr J:s's Which are ſubjects much inſiſted on in this wor; and in 
the knowledge and experience of which conſiſts the greateſt part of a 


cChriſtian's happineſs; fee if your graces are lively and vigorous, if they 


are kept in exerciſe; the kingdom of heaven is a growing kingdom, the 
"_ of, grace muſt bring forth fruit. 


"NE the Lo RD our Gop, who at the building of the materia] ienigle of 
Jeruſalem did not deſpiſe the leaſt ſervice or contribution, graciouſly ac- 
cept, in CHRIST, of this feeble labour of love towards building up this 


ſpiritual temple, and continue to bleſs it richly in the edification of gra- 
cious fouls, to the glory of his name, and for the ſake of his eternal love. 


Amen. 


circumſtances and life are in his hands, implore his bleſſing and protection over thee 


——— TOS ANN A——MaRKk xi. 9. 

NEW ſcene of time now begins; put up thy Hoſanna, C my ſoul, that the 
Lok D may ſave, bleſs, and proſper thee; may he grant thee a happy new year 
indeed! For this purpoſe begin it with a dedication of thyſelf to God; thy time, 
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this enſuing year. Begin this and every following day with prayer; let God have 
chy firſt thoughts in the morning, the impreſſion they make will not eaſily be eraſed 
by worldly matters, Grace is promiſed i in the uſe of means; be thou diligent then 
and punctual in the performance of them; letthy daily requeſt be for an increafin 
knowledge of thyſelf, and of Jnsus CH&IRT in his offices; fora ſenſe of pardoning 
mercy; for a lively vigorous faith; for communion with the Father and the Son 
through the Spirit; for true holineſs in heart and life; for ſtrength and protection 
againſt thy ſpiritual foes, and for perſevering grace to hold out to the end. Pray for 
the proſperi ity of Zion, they proſper that love her; for thy friends and relations, 
begging the Almighty to take them into a covenant relation to hhmſelf; for a bleſ- 
ling on thy worldly affairs; for a ſanctified uſe of health or ſickneſs, proſperity or 
adverſity, as God ſhall pleaſe to ſend. Perhaps, © my ſoul, this may be the laſt 
year of thy probation : Is thy ſtate ſafe ? Art thou a real believer in IESUS? Is 
the oil of grace in thy veſſel ? If fo, thou art prepared for every emergency. 


And now, my ſoul, another year Now a new ſcene of time begins, 
Of thy ſhort life i is paſt | Set out a freſh for hea vn; 

J cannot long continuehere, Seek pardon for thy daily fins 3 
And this may be my leſt. . Ia Cansm ſo fteely giv 8. 
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O Death, I will he thy plague ! © Grave, I will be thy deſiruction ! Hos. xiii. 14. 


b } IT will ranſom them Jrom the poaber of the grave, I will redeem them from death , 
| | 
| CHRIST having ſpoiled principalities and porwers, be made a ſhea of them openly, 


vn ' rriumphing over them in 7, Cor. li. 1 5. 
1 N 
r bf | 
E e is afraid of a hidden poiſon where there is none. The ] 
43 | 1 real hidden poiion is ſin, which the Loup grant me to fear every { 
4 where; for it has infected all things and all places. But, O my dear 
i Saviour, thou being my all- ſufficient Preſervative and Antidote in all c 
1 b places, O! dwell in me continually, and increaſe thou my faith. that | t 
I may know thee and enjoy thee more and more. Take away all n 
5 Hlaviſh ſear of death and hell from my ſoul, for thou haſt e both | Y 
bor me. tt 
—_ | 0 
HE | Hoſanna to the Prince of light, I He took the tyrant's ſting away, ; 01 
1 iT. : That cloth'd himſelf in clay; | | And {yoll'd our helliſh foes,» | dh 
* Enter' d the | iron vates of Death, > 


Shall death itſelf outbrave, 
Death i is no more the bing of dread Leave dull mortality behind, 
1 Since « our ö VEL + Bale 7 I 1 And fly beyond che grave, 
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But now, O LORD, thou art our Father : We are the clay, and thou our potter, 


and we are ail the æuorł of thy hand, Is Ai. Ixiv. 3. 


EING only clay in thy hands, O Lox, as I muſt not, ſo would I not 
reſiſt thy workings by any means, I aſſuredly believe that thou wilt 
prepare and perie& me for a meet veſlel of grace, in ſpite of a thouſand 
| hindrances. No work of thine comes ever ſhort of its intended perfection: 


For who can ſtay thy hana? It is thy own faying ; I will work, and who 


ſhalllet it?“ ISAI. xkliii. 13. 


An Artiſt delights in his own workmanſhip, and would not leave one ſingle flaw 
or defect in it deſignedly, PHIL. i. 6. O then look upon me too, thou wiſe Crea- 
tor; ſee how fleſh and blood diſorder my poor ſoul; and deliver me from all that 
may endanger my ſpirituabliſe. ER nowing thou canſt do no leſs than an human ar- 
tilt, who is ever ready and exerts his fkill ro mend and perfect his work, I tru 


that thou wilt not always ſuffer theſe impediments to hinder and diſgrace thy work. 


Ray, ſuch is thy wiſdom and Mer, that out or darkneſs thou canſt bring light, out 
ot Hekneſs health; and though Iam now deſtitute of ſtrength and life, yet I believe 
thy work will be Snithed at laſt, and glorify the name of its maker, 1 PET. v. 10. 


Pure, unſpotted may we be, Till in heav'n we take our Place, 

Let us fee thy great ſalvation Till we caft our crowns before thee, 

Pextectly reitor'd by thee, i Loſt in wonder, love, and praiſe, 
15 | is Lads | 


Finiſh, Los v, thy new creation, | | Chang' d from glory into glory, 


O that the Salvation of IV ael were come out of Zion ! When the Lok D brings back 
the captivity of his people, Jacob ſhall rejoice, and Iſrael ſhall e glad, PS AL. 


xiv. 7. Divine anſwer. If the Son make you free, then you are free indeed» 
Joux viii. 36. See alſo verſes 31, 32. 
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Nr as if ſin ſhould be utterly . or ty dead, and could 
| not ſtir any more in the heart of believers. For the ſcripture ſpeaks 
of them as having till the luſts and motions of fin, Gar. v. 13. But it 
imports only, that it has no power either to condemn, or to reign over us; 
nay it ſhall be weakened more and more, Row. vi. 12, 14. So that Carsr 
reigns in the heart even where ſin dwells, in the midſt of his enemies; and 
* is a dangerous error indeed to believe that ſin is deſtroyed in the root. 
Ib it were lo, whence thoſe frequent expreſſions ud exhortations, to crucify, 
withſtand, and rule overit? Gar. v. 24. | | 


—_ 


port co I r 
www, . Yo» rr „„ BY 


Now fits our Saviour on his Throne, | It ſhan't be (aid, that praying Whack 
With pity in his eyes : | | Was ever ſpent i in vain, 
He hears the dying pris ners grone, 
And fees their ſighs arife. Thb ſhall beknowa when we are dead, 
And left on long record, 5 V 
He frees the ſo:.!s condemn'd to death, That ages vet unborn mis end, J. 


Aad «h:a his laints complain, And truſt and praiſe th: Lora, 


; All that avill lia godly (Note) in CHRIST JESUS (for hare morality the world 
likes well enough :) Hall ſuffer perſecution, 2 Tim. iii. 12. The world bates 
, them, becauſe they are-not of the world, Johx xvii. 14. | 
2 2 ; 
TEE chiidren of God do not love and pleaſe the world, and are often- 
times afflicted on account of the abounding wickednels, and particu- 
Id larly the profanation of the Loox D's Name. Now when you can like the 
12 world, and when the world can like you, there muſt be much worldlineſs 
it in you: for the world loves its own, 
us; Many pretend to be Chriſtians, but they will not endure perſecution. Inſtead of 
187 this, they blame others for too much raſhneſs, and not acting prudently enough, to 
4 avoid the mockings and hatred of the world. Therefore they propoſe to take wiſer 
| meaſures; and to do more good, take great care not to be deſpiſed and rejected But 
r- under this pretence of wiſdom and prudence, very often lies concealed a moſt abo- 
cify,. minable love and fear of men. Be thou nobler-minded, live as a Chriftian indeed, 
and be not aſhamed to bear the croſs of CHRIST. © The diſciple is not above 
* WH his Maſter.” Has eternal love, wiſdom, and power, endured the contradiction 
and reproach of ſinners ? Thou ſhouldſt be wiſer than him indeed, if thou couldſt 
eſcape the reproach and hatred of the world. 
ezd, 1 


May but his grace my ſoul renew, The Word that ſaves me does engage 
Let finners gaze and hate me too | A ſure defence from all their rage, 
B 3 | 
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From grace to greater grace / 


EA NU ARTY 6 
7 All things are poſſible to him that believeth, MARK ix. 23. 


AITH is the moſt effential part, the eye and the very light of the eye 
in the chriſtian Religion: the whole turns upon that. As our faith 
is, ſo is our ſtrength and fruitfulneſs in good works. But at the ſame time 
there 1s nothing more out of our own power than to believe, even after the 
work of grace has been actually wrought in our hearts. Therefore nothing 
more needful than to pray for faith as long as we live. May the/Loxo give 
and increaſe it continually! | 
Nothing can be conger in the univerſe than the hand of faith, By this we lay 
fure hold on our moſt glorious and almighty Lo RD in heaven, and ſuch an inviola- 
ble union is eſtabliſhed between Cyxz1sT and a believing ſoul, that none can ſepa- 
rate the one from the other, all the powers of hell and fin avail nothing againſt it. 


Faith breaks through the greateſt obſtacles, removes mountains of difficulties, and 


has, as it were, a kind of omnipotence in it. For this is the victory that over- 
comes the world even our faith, 1 JOHN v. 4. Nay, it even wreſtles with Gop and 
prevails, GEN. xxx11. 28. As ſtraw cannot withſtand the force of fire; ſo Gop be- 
ing a wall of fire around his people, the greateſt power of our mighty enemies ſhall 
be conſumed, like the ſtubble. O! then look upon him ſtedfaſtly, my ſoui, and 
believe in him with a imple heart. Wondrous are his ways with his people, and 
paſt finding out; but at laſt all their ſorrows and ſtrife, by the management of 
his infinite wiſdom, muſt come to a glorious and triumphant end. 


O let us go from ſtrength to ſtrength, From ↄne degree of faith to more, 
1 Till we beho'd ihy face, 


— 


15 N U 1 7. 


| Canter i is all in all, cor. i iii. 2. 


1 to live truly a life of faith; and when he has done this, it will not be 
hard to reſign all other things. To talk much of Cnrisr, and make fre- 
quent uſe * his name one to another, is commendable, if the heart goes 
8 along with the words; but to call upon op the Father with a filial con- 
-  idenee, is alſo our duty, and does not contraditt the apoſtle's meaning at all, 


for it is only through Curisr we can do it; and as he ſays himſelf, thy 


ay | Father and He are one, Thou art my All, O gracious Lorp! what then. 
la- can I want? I defire no more than to be put always in mind of this oy the 
70 : animating voice of thy Spirit. 
I“. N | 
and My. 8 my life, my love, i 'Tis heav'n to reſt in thine embrace, 
ver- To thee, to thee I call; | And no where elſe but there. 
and f canner live if thou remove, : Nor earth, nor all the ſky, 
ve- For thou art all in alt. _ On one delight afford; 
Mall Thy ſhining grace can cHear No, not a Crop of reel joy, 
and Thie dungeon where I dwell: | Without thy rreſence, Loa . 
. Tis paradiſe when thou art here; "RR : To thee my ſpirits fly 
of Iklf thou depart tis hell, With fulneſs of deſire: 
ut The ſmilings of thy face, And yet, how far from thee I lie 
1 How lovely, Lox b, they are! Dear JI gs us, raiſe me higher. 


| OR A bet iever to receive and khow CnRIST as his All, is the oats means 
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They being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eflabliſh their oaun 
righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the righteouſneſs of Gov, For 
avith the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs. Whoſoever believeth on bim, 


Hall not be aſhamed. For Gop hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might 
have mercy upon all, ROM, x. 3, 10, 11, and xi. 32. 


BSERVE this capital text, which condemns all works and human righteouſ- 

nefs, and propoſes faith as the only means of obtaining the mercy of Gop. 
But the Heathens and Unconvected, and ſome grave and ſpecious Chriſtians, have 
much righteouſneſe of their own, which proves their hindrance in faith, and in the 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST; for though they 1 imagine themſelves to berelying upon 
it in faith, it is only imagination, ſince in fact they rely upon this or that, upon 
external worſhip, alms, and the like. And though ſome of them be wicked, 

they look upon others as worſe, and have ſtill a righteouſneſs of their own. Now 
he who defires to be juſtified and ſaved by faith in CHRIST, muſt penitently and 
forrowfully conſider himſelf as unrighteous and wicked, be diveſted of all his 
own righteouſneſs, hunger and thirſt after the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, be co- 
vered with it in faith, call upon the name of the Logp, and depend upon the 
mercy of Gos alone; ſo will he be juſtified, ſaved, and not be aſhamed. 


Bold ſhall 1 ſtand io the great day, 

For who aught to my charge ſhall lay? 
Fully through theſe abſolv'd I am, 
From ſin and fear, from guilt and ſhame, 


Jzsv! thy blood and righteouſneſs, 
My beauty are, my glorious dreſs ; 
Midſt flaming worlds in theſe array'd, 
Wich Joy fall Llift vp my head. 
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1 cried with my whole heart, hear me, O LORD, I will keep thy ſtatutes. Great 


= _— 


peace have they which love thy law, and nothing ſhall offend them. I have kept 


thy precepts and thy teflimonies, for all my ways are before thee. I bawe gong 


aftray like a loſt ſheep; ſeek thy ſervant, for ] do not forget thy commandments, 
PSALM CXIX. 145, 165, 168, „„ 


a HE word of Gop ſhould be ever connected with prayer; for why 1s 
it that many hear and read, without being the better? They do not 


pray in faith for a bleſſing. We muſl, like David, pray with the utmoſt 


fervor that we may undei ſtand and retain the word of Gop, and bring forth 
fruit; for a Chriſtian has nothing ſo much at heart, as that he may always 
act up to the word and will of God; his prayer is, Loa, let my footſteps 
be ſure, according to thy word, and let nothing contrary to thy law have 
dominion over me, either in my doctrine or practice. If this prayer be 
par great will be our peace; for the word of Go is a word of peace; 


Esus himſelf will be our peace, and then nothing ſhall offend us; we 


ſhall take heed unto all our ways before God, and ſo walk before him, as 
to continue humble, like David, who confidered himſelf as a ſtraying and loft 
iheep. Logo, we are by nature ſtraying and laſt ſheep, ſeek and fetch us 
back from the error of our ways, and preſerve us in thy paſture, 


My foul hath gone too far aſtray, | Vet fince I've not forgot thy way, 
My feet too often ſi ; + Reſtoꝛe thy wand'ring ſheep. 


—— 


e 


1 have waited for thy ſalvation, O Lon! Grey. xlix. 18. 
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in faith for their ſalvation. The thoughtleſs and impenitent wait 
only for temporal proſperity in their lives, and therefore cannot expect 
eternal bliſs, but on the contrary a dreadful judgment after death. O that 


might, like lacob and Simeon, depart in peace. We will not therefore look 
for any earthly things. but for the Saviour, who is already come, who will 
grant us his ſalvation, his aid and deliverance in life and death, and will 
conduct us ſafely at laſt, though we ſhould wait ſome time for his help. Ves, 
my Redeemer, they who wait, depend upon, and hope in thee, ſhall not be 
aſhamed; grant us only fzith and patience, that we may wait on thee fromone 
moerning-watch to another; and, enduring all things, make the whole courſe 
ofourlives one perpetual expettation of thy aid; and may we ever abundantly 
experience thy help and ſalvation, eſpecially at our latter end. 


9: Chrif's own foft hand ſhall wipe the tears How long, dear Saviour, O how long 
HT From ev'ry weeping eye, | Shall this bright hour delay ? 
And pains and groans, and griefs and fears Fly ſwiftly round, ye wheels of time, 
And death itſelf ſhall die. And bring the welcome day. 


MANY have received comfort from theſe words in death, and waited 


they would enter into themſelves this very day, that at the eve of life they 
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For GoD fo loved the world that be gave bis only begotten Son, that wi hohe ve- 

believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. For God ſeat' not 
his Son wato the world to condemn it world, but that the wworld through him + 
might be ſaved, He that believe: du him is not condemned. Joux iii. 16—18. 


: 
H that theſe truly precious words were ever warmly impreſſed on our hearts; 
that they were our laſt thoughts at night, and the firſt at out awaking in the 


morning; and that by this means they were improved in ſuch a manner, as to make | 
> our dying bed eaſy in the evening of our life, and to inſure our +: with glad- | 
| neſs in the morning of the reſurrection, And what more bleſſed and delightful Wl 
[ meditations can I daily dwell upon, than to think thus: God has loved me, even 
„ me, when I was his enemy, and ſo loved me, that he gave me his only Son. Now i 
- he is mine indeed, and all things are mine, 1 COR. iii. 21, For he has not } I” 
8 ſpared his own Son, but delivered bim up for us all; and, being thus reconciled to 
7 him, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things? Ros. viii. 32. He Wl 
* will neyer ſuffer me to periſh. He paſtſed his word for it. It is he that ſays that 


I ſhall not periſh; I ſhall not be condemned,“ but have everlaſting life, if I 
believe. This will I build and depend upon to my laſt moments, as upon an 
immoveable rock. Amen, and Amen. 


FFF 


O! for this love let earth and ſkies And the full choir. of human tongues | 
Wich hallelujahs ring; 1 All hallelujahs ſing. 
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In CnrtsT awe have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of [6 8, cor. =. 


i. 14. Having forgiven you all treſpaſſes. Blotting out the hand-writing of 
ordinances that was againſt us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 


way, nalling it to the croſs, COL. ii. 13, 14. 7. OW e, ſaid he, It is. finiſbed, 
JOHN xix. 30. 


RE theſe the true ſayings of Gop? Then, O my ſoul, en haſte a ſure foun- 
dation to go upon; let it be thy conſtant care firmly to depend upon theſe, 

and ſuch like bleſſed declarations; look to J ESus for every bleſſing thou ſtandeſt 
in need of: Has Ca RIS T brought life and immortality to light? then look unto 


nim and live: Is there redemption through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
fins? then throw all thy guilt upon his atonement : Has he blotted out the hand- 
1 4 writing of ordinances that was againſt thee? then ſhake off ſelf-righteous de- 


pendencies, and legal fears alſo : Did he die for thy ſins? then let his goodneſs 


1 and love lead thee to unfeigned repentance ; let the ſenſe of thy fins break thine 


heart, but encourage thy hope | in the goſpel. 


Not all the blood of beaſts _ j My faith would lay her hand 
On Jewiſh altars ſlain, | 


Could g ve the guilty conſcience peace, 
Or waſh away the ſtain, 

Put CazisrT, the heav'nly Lamb, 
Take: all our fins away; 

A ſacriſice of noble name, | 
And r. cher blood than they. ] 


While like a penitent 1 ſtand, 
And there confeſs my fin, 


My ſoul looks back to fee 
The burdens thou didſt bear, 
When hanging on the curſed tree, 
And hopes her guilt was there, 


On that dear head of thine, 7 


bod ane} Ken 85 tw 
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Reap me as the apple of thine eye, hide me under the ſpadaw of thy wings, PSALM xviie 


L 3. 13 


8. Divine anſwer. He Hall cover thee with bis feathers, and under his wings 


ſhalt thou truſt; his truth ſhall be thy ſnield and buckler, PSALM XCl. 4. 


HERE is none, O Lorn! that has more need continvally to keep cloſe to 
_ thee in prayer and faith; and at the fame time none is more unable to do 
it than I, the leaſt of all thy lock. O! that thou wouldſt be graciouſly pleaſed 
to incline and enable ms to this bleſſed work; and grant that thy good Spirit, 
according to his own pleafure, may never ſuffer me to be faint and backward in 
the ſame. Foraſmuch as I truly reſt my faith under the wings of thy grace, I am 
ſure of defence, power, and comfort ; but as foon as I wandes from thee, I am 
in danger of loſing the comfortable ſenſe of theſe privileges, and falling int9 


various errors and perplexities. Guide me, O Lok, by thy counſel in this 
„ world, and at lait receive me into glory. Amen. 


He that has made his refuge Gon, | | Thrice happy man! thy Maker's care 


Shall find a moſt ſecure abode ; ; Shall keep thee from the fowler's lnate, 
Shall walk all day beneath his ſhade, Sata the fowler, who betrays 


And thereat nicht ſhall reſt his head. U:guarded iouls a thauſand ways. 


Juſt as a hen protects her braod 

From birds of prey that ſeek their blood, 
Under her feathers ; ſo the or? | 
Makes his own arm his people's giard, | 


 Vihat though a thouſand at thy fide, 
A. hv right hand ten thouſand dy'd 
Thy Gon hes choſen people faves, 
Aimcngh he dead, undſt the yiaves, 


* FAY CARY + 


From tha: tum? jesus began 132 preach, and to ſay, Repent, for the kingdom o 
heaven is at band, MATT. iv. 17. 


7E kingoom of heaven enpertains to thoſe who repent. And the 

t mark of repentance is poverty of ſpirit; whence I] sus ſaith, chap. 
v. g. © Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
John preached repentance ; Jesus preacnes it here, and fo did his apoſtles 
aſterwards, Thus true :epentance is neceſſary ſor all; and the beginning of 
it is to acknowledge ourſelves pohr miſerable ſinners, depraved by nature, and 
ſo totally void of any righteoaſneſs 3 or worth of our own; to confeſs our 

nakedneſs; to M1202 all the fig-leaves of vain excules and ſalſa comforts; to 
oy open our poverty, our wants before God; to accuſe o irſelve, ard 
plez d gnilty of all our fins. but ſeek mercy Co CuRisr. If we do this 
3 e are blelſed. and the kingdom of heaven is ours. This 3 of ſpirit 
3s both the firſt and laſt foundation l. il in the heart; for the faithful are 
mere and more graunded in poveity of Pin, the nearer they approach to 
EnCir con ſummation, 


Pure are the jovs above the ſy, Theſe holy gates for ever bar 
And all the rrg:ons peace: DET Pollution, ſin, and ſhame ; 
No wanton lips, nor envious EYES: Nene ſhall obtain admittance there, 


Can ie or take the Bll, : 5 But fellowers of the Lamb. I 
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at laſt may become ſo ſecret, as to ceaſe perhaps entirely. 
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Pray Without ceaſing, 1 THEss. v. 17. 


I we have no grace enough, it is becauſe we do not pray enough. For | 
moſt true it is, we need not ſtrive to move Gob to compaſſion, and 
extort, as it were, the bleſſings from him by our prayers. Very far rom | 
it. He is every minute communicating himſelf tous; in every word he 
holds forth CnRISsͤP and every good thing to us: But we muſt always have ö 
a ſoul hungering after Ca RIS, and by inceſſant prayer ſtretch out the hand | 
of faith to receive him. This is chiefly to be underſtood of the inward 
defires and groanings of our ſpirit; but we mult not omit to pour out our 
ſupplications daily, as oft as we can, by words, elſe our ſecret mental prayers | 


* 
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ather, in the michty name i Grant me cc mfort, cr den-, E 

Of thy well beloved Son, ä Viſit, or m me depart, ; 
One of all thy gifts I cla m, | ; Only let th pirit cry 4 

All my wants I {peak in one; | Abba Father in my heart; A 
Let me for the pr: mile ſtay, | Abba Father woull I fay, 


Ouly give me powes to pray, © i. Only give me power to pray. 3 
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Abide in me, JOHN xv. 4. LORD, o whom ſhall wwe go, thou haſt the wwords of 
eternal life, Johx vi. 68, For, it is good for me to draw near to Gop. 1 
have put my r uft in the LORD GoD, PSALM Ixx111, 28. 


O abide in Cu ist, who is our righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and not to 

be moved from him, is the very life and power of chriſtianity ; for to 
know him to be our righteouſneſs, brings peace and joy; which joy in the 
Los is certainly followed with ſtrength to overcome fin and the world, 
which believers - renounce the more readily, as they have found ſome- 
thing better in CuxtsT, May the Loxp give me grace ale immove- 
ably to abide in him. 


Cnn1sST is my lght, my life, my care, | My God ! and can an humble child, 
My bleſſed hope, my heav*nly prize 5 That loves thee with a flame ſo high, 
Dearer than all my paſſions are, | Be ever from thy face exil'd, 

My limbs, my bowels, or my eyes. Without the pity of thine eye! 

The ſtrings that twine about my heart, | Impoſſible] for thine own hands, 
Tortvies and racks may tear them off; Have ty'd my heart ſo faſt to thee, 


But they can never, never part, And in thy book thy promiſe ſtands, 
With their dear hold of CR IST my love, That where chou art, thy friends mutt be, 


NN 17. 
4 tas redeemed us rem the curſe of the laavu, beirg meds a curſe fob us : feb 


11 i, written, Curſed is every one that kangeth cn a tree. 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles threvgh Jeſus Chriſt; that awe . receive 


the premiſt of the Spirit through faith, GAL. iii. 13, 14. 


HE Spirit of ſanRification is the giſt of Cx is. Conſe dy there 
is a great difference between moral actions done by our own ſtrength, 


and true ſanctification of the Spirit. The latter cannot take place. before 
the ſoul truly receives CnAisr, and abides in him as its only propitiation, 
righteouſneſs, and peace; for he being firſt made to us of Gop our righ · 
eo will then be made our ſanRification likewiſe, 1 Cor. i. 26 
And the kingdom, work, and image of Gop, will go on beſt when we 
truſt leaſt to our own ſirength; ſanCification is now become a more eaſy 


taſk, and we need not be compelled to it by the terrors of the law, ſince 


Cug ist lives and works i in us, and we in a child. like temper live hence- 


forth to him who died for us. 


The law commands and makes us bnow 

What duties to our Gop we owe; 
Bot "tis the goſpel muſt reveal 

Where lies our firength to do his will, 


8 


The law diſcovers gv It and fin; | 
And ſhews haw vile our hearts bave Leen; 
Only the goſpel can expreſs 

Forgiving love, and clcanfing grace, 


17 


That. the bleſing of 
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Chriff is the end of the laau for righteouſneſs to every one that believes, ROM, x. 4, 


\ x HEN the law by its ſpirituality has condemned all our works and 

doings, convinced us of our weakneſs, and flain' us, it has done 
its work; and has no further buſineſs, but to be our ſchoolmaſter. to bring 
us unto CHAIGr; ; and being in him, the law has no demands upon us any 
more, conſidered as a covenant of. works, ſeeing we have a perfect righ- 
teouſnels, every way commenſurate to the full demands of the law, eyen 
the righteouſneſs of CarisT; and ſo he is the end of the law for a juſtify- 


and ought to have an unfeigned reſpect to all its divine commands, as a 
preof of our ſincerity before Go. 


Lerd, when my thoughts with wonder roll My paſſions riſe and ſoar above, 
'Ge'r the ſharp ſorrows of my foul, I'm wing' with faith and fir'd with love, 
And read my Maker's broken laws, Fain weld reach eternal things, 
Repair'd and honour'd by thy croſs; And learn the notes that Gabr.el ſirgs. 
When I behold death, hell, and bn, | But my beat fails, my tongue c. mpieins 
Vunquiſl. c by that dear blood of thine; | For want of their immortal (trains z : 

Ario fre ih. man that groan'd and oy*d And in ſuch humble notes as heſe 


Pi t giviious by 1 nis fathci lide, Muſt fa 21 below thy victo! ies. 


ing righteouſneſs, which is made ours by believing ; in this ſenſe we are 
dead to the law, and it is dead to us; but as a rule of duty we eſtablith it, 


J N U 4 RF 19. | 19 


But the dowe found no reft for the ſole of her foot, and ſbe returned unto Neah into 
the ark. Then be put forth his hand and took ber aud fulled her in to bim 
into the ark, GEN. viii. 9. 


"ANY. on their firſt àwakening from fin, apply themſelves to very 

hard works and rigorous dutics, thereby expecting to find reſt for 
their wounded conſciences, But, though the right and diligent uſe of all 
the weans of grace is abſolutely required, yet great care mult be taken not 
to qiuet ourſelves by that only. We ſhould not place any confidence at 
all in our own doings, but only look for the reſt through the work of the 
redemption, and the blood.of CHRIST. To know ourielves entirely juſti- 
hed by him, would ſoon fill our hearts with peace, nay, encourage and 
enable us to do good works, 2 CHR ON. xvii. 6. 


In „ain th» trembv! ing conicience ſ:eks Juſt ſo our thowhts from thing to thing 
Some ſolid groan. fir fed. In reſtl:ſs circles rove; 
Wich lonz deſpair Rl :r t breaks, Joft ſo we droop and hang the wing, 
Till we apply to Chilſt. When Jeſas hides his love. 
Juſt as we fre the Joneſyme dove | While Jeſus ſhines with quick ning grace 
Bemoan her w:dow'sd Bate, Ve iing and mount on high; 
Wand og the flies thro? all the prove, | But if a ron bectoud his Jace, 
y And maurns her loving m ke, We tart, and tie, and die. 
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By this Ball all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye hawe lowe one to anot! er, 
Jorn xiii. 35. Forbearing one anotber in love. Endea: wvouring to keep the 
unty of the ſpirit in ihᷣe bondof peace, Let not the ſun go down upon your wrath ; 
gut be ye kind one to another, tender bearted, forgiving one another, even as 
Go, jor CHR15T's jake, bas forgtver you, EPHES. iv. 2, 2, 26, 32. 


MN 
© 


UMBLE chriſtians never affect ſingularity, nor pretend to hav the 
preſerence one of another; they rather ſtudy to be of one mind, 
| Airive not about words, left the general harmony ſubſiſting between them, 
| and the edification of ſouls, ſhould be hindered. Whoever Judges and 
{ blames every thing, and can never agree in words and notions, or join in 
|- devotion with bei experienced chriſtians, is puffed up with ſelf-conceit, 


and is in the way to make a dangerous ſhipwrecks for © pride com2s 
| before a fall.” 


Nor diff rent food, nor diff rent dreſs, | 
Compoſe the kingdom of our IL oa; 
But peace, and joy, and righteouſne's, : . : | 
Faith, and obedience to his word, Let pride and writh be baniſn'd hence, 
| Neck neſs and Juve cur fouls pui ſue? 
Nor hall our practice give offence 
| To fints, th: Gentile or the Jxw. 


For God, the gragious and th: wiſe, 
Receives the feeble with the ſlrong. 


Wen wenker chriftians we deſpiſ:, 
We do the geſpel mighty wrong; 
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Mpile the bridegroom tarried, they all lumbered and flept, MATT. xxv. 10. | Z 


21 


That I may be rouſed out of my ſlumber, and be watchſul, and ready 
againſt the coming of my Bridegroom! How many are there that 
{et out in good earneſt in their way to heaven, and run well for ſome time, 
but at laſt are lulled to reſt, ard entangled again with a falſe notion of 
liberty! even the wiſe virgins fall aſleep. Let thi; be a warning to me, | 
O LosD! ſet thou a guard before my eyes, ears, and other faculiies, leſt 
the world ſhould again enter through theſe avenues of the heart; if the | 
park be not ſpeedily extinguiſhed, it will ſoon break out into a flame: 
thus (in is of a progreſſive nature, and its venom ſpreads quickly and very 
wide, unleſs it be topped and oppoſed in time. Watch therefore over 
this unſteady heart of mine, O thou keeper of Hrael! that as ſoon as it | 
begins to wander from thee, I may be alarmed to flee from fin as from a 
ſerpent. Give me grace to look upon every hour as my laſt, ſo that being 
ever wiſely upon my guard, I may meet thes with joy, when my time is 
run out, whenever it ſhall pleale thee to call me kence, 


The fearſul foul that tires and faints, Lo p, let not all my hopes be vain, 
And walks the ways of Gov no more, Create my heart entirely new; 
Is but eſteem'd alinoſt a ſaint, : Which hypocrites eould ne'er attain, 
And makes his owu deſtruction ſure, Which falſe apoſtates never knew. 


8 1 


22 TEN U A R T 22. 
But while men ſiept, bis enemy came, und feared tarcs among the auhcat, 
| MATT. Xl. 25, 


| O wonder that chriſtians loſe their power and firength, if the enemy 
of ſouls find them alleep. How ſoon may he gain an advantage 
from without, if a ſtrict guard is not kept within! Though Satan ſeems 
to fleep ſometimes, and we ſhould by all appearance be in no great danger, 
it is only his ſtratagem to make us careleſs. He never fails to be vigilant, 
and watch his opportunity that he may offer us battle with advantage; 
and who knows but he may gain the victory by thole very fins, to which 
perheps we. for many years, had hardly any temptation. O! how cun- 
ningly does he work! how inticing is the world! even in lawful things 
very often, the moſt dangerous ſnares lie hidden. A fingle word that we 
hear may be able to diſturb our peace. One unguarded look is ſometimes 
enough to infatuate our hearts. There is danger on all ſides. Unleſs 
the Loxo opens our eyes, and preſerves us on all occaſions, each of us, 
even the beſt, may ſtill be overcome. and deadly hurt by ſiu and the 
world. Satan is particularly buſy to fift the godly moſt of all, and having 
catched them in his net, triumphs exceedingly over them. 
O Load, ſuffer me never to ſail aſleep again. 


Help me to watch and pray, And let me ne'er my truſt betray, 
And on :hylef rely; Leii I for ever die, 
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The more they aflid them, the more they multiplied and grew. And the children 
of Iſrael ſighed by reaſon of the bonduge, and they cried; and their cry came up 
unto GOD, by reaſon of the bondage And God looked upon the children of 
Iſrael, and God bad reſpect unto them, EXOD. i. 12. chap. ii. 23, 25. | 


HE more we are oppreſſed by our ſpiritual and temporal enemies, the more 
will the kingdom of Gop increaſe in and through us. And when diſtreſs 
and dangers oppreſs us moſt, God haſtens to our aid, and makes our neceſſity it- 
ſelf the means of our relief; for the ways of God are always wonderful. It was an 
extreme diftreſs when the cl:1dren of the Iſraelites were caſt into the river ; bur 
this was the means of preſerving Moſes, their intended deliverer, When Moſes 
came, they were not relieved immediately, for their calamities increaſed. This is 
Gop's method. But they cried the more tc God, and he relieved them by ſigns 
and wonders. After this, their diſtreſs was greater than ever, at the Red Sea, For 
aſter God has ſhewn his glory in aſſiſting us, he can ſtill ſend greater trials. But 
when they were beſet on all ſides by diſtreſs and death, then came the moſt glori- 
ous ſucccur of all, and their enemies periſhed in the Red Sea. Lok b, ſuffer us not 
to deſpair in any extremity, but enable us to believe and experience that the 
greater our diſtreſs, the nearer and more glorngus will be thy aid, and all our 
enemies will be conſumed as ftubble before the devouring flame. 
LoxkD, I am thing, but thou wilt prove What ſinners value, I reſign; 
My faith, my patience, and my love, Lok p, 't's enough that thou art mine: 
When men of ip te againſt me join, J ſhall behold thy bliſ ful face, | 
| I hey are the (word, the hand is hine. And ſtand compleat in righteoufneſs, 


| 
| 


| 
' 
| 


| | 
| 
1 


1 


1. * 

lerein is love, not that wwe loved Gon, but that he lowed us, and ſent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our fins, We love him, becauſe he firſt lowed us, 1 Joux 
| Ive 10, 19. He that loves me, ſhall be loved of my Father ; and I will love him, 


and will manifeft myſelf unto bim. We will come unto him, and make our 


abode. with bim, JOAN xiv. 21, 23. 


FN What a glorious promiſe, what manner of love is this! Logo, I 
would not exchange my croſs and ſufferings, much leſs thy love, 


for the love and honours of the world. Only make it more known to 


me how great thy love is, and how much more thou haſt forgiven me, that 
1 may love thee much again, and be thereby ſtill better purged from 
the inordinate love of temporal things. It js my earneſt defire that the 
gates of my heart ſhould be open to none but thee, that thou alone 
mayeſt dwell in me. Shed thy love abroad in my heart, quicken and 
renew all the faculties of my mind and body, and work every thing in 
'and for me. po k | . . . ö a ; : - ; 
Ol for this love, let rocks and hills Hoſanna round the ſpacious earth 

Their laſting filence break; 3 To thine adored name. | 
And all harmonious human tongues | 


= The Saviout's praiſes ſpeak, = | Angels aſſiſt our mighty joys, 


; Strike all your harps of gold; 
Fes, we will praiſe thee, deareſt Lond, But when you raiſe your higheſt notes, 
Our fouls are all on flame; | His love can ne'er be told, . 
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Wherefore Wwe jaboxr, that whether preſent or abſent, aue may be accepted of * 
2 Cox. v. ix. 


ö Tu indeed is the true diſpoſition of a ſoul eſpouſed to Cunrer, She 
1 has but one care, which is to pleaſe him in all things, And this 
deſire to do his will, is as it were the ring and ſeal of her bridegroom, 

which ſhe may look upon even in the abſence of all ſpiritual joy, as a 


— 


token for good, that ſhe is his fpouſe. 

o Ought not then this day, O my ſoul, to be a new weding - day with Cur1sT ? 
at He his defirous that thou ſhouldeft be betrothed unto him, even now, and waits only 
n for thy conſent. Hearken, O daughter, conſider and incline thine ear; be no lon- 
e ger married to the world. Forget thine own people and thy father's houſe, and 
ne take him alone for thine huſband, fo ſhall the King greatly defire thy beauty. 
1d Wilt thou give the refuſal to this glorious and loying Saviour? I hope not, 2 
in it rather to the world, and reſolutely ſay, It is enough, I have done with thee, O 


poor world! I break the bonds of my former love; my eyes and my feet ſha]] 
henceforth only be directed to the bleſſed and eternal city of the new Jeruſalem, 
where my heavenly bridegroom reſides. And O what need have I to be duly 
prepared, dreſſed, and beautified, againft his coming, and the time of his taking 
me home to himſelf! Lok D Jesvs, keep me longing for thine appearance. 


The Lonp is ours, and we deſpiſe The Lon is ours; the thought i 1mparts 
The rage, tho' hell itſelf ſhould iſe ; Immortal tranſpart to our hearts. | 
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Let uf therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that ve may obtain mercy, 


and find grace to help in time of need, HEB. iv. 16. 


That we were all fo wiſe as to prepare and provide ourſelves in due 
time with the right armour of faith, before the time of need and 
hour of death approach. Come, my reader, let us begin now, direQly, 


to lay in a good ſtock of grace by continual prayer, left we ſhould come 
too late and be undone. Behold the encouragement of CuRIST. I am 


the door, ſays he, and the way,” Joan x. 1, chap xiv. 6. Now by this 
door vou may find the entrance into the heart and favour of Gop, CHRIST 
himſelt fitting on 'a mercy- ſeat to receive and welcome the vileſt of ſin- 
ners. And there is no drawing near to Gov but thro' him, and cloathed 
in the robes of the righteouſneſs of our only Redeemer, Mediator, and 
Advceite. He is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, nay, 


the very All in all to believers. With Caurisr they can never part; and 


he can never part with them. 


Tho” fin and ſorrow wound my ſoul, 

Is v, thy balm can make it whole, 
Guide thou, O Lord, guide thou my courſe, 
And draw me cn with thy ſweet force ; 
Still wake me walk, ſtill make me tend, 
By thee my way, to Gop my end. 


Of him who did falvation bring, X 
I could for ever think and ſing: 

Ariſe, ye guilty, he'll forgive; T3 
Ariſe, ye poor, he will relieve, 

Aſk but his grace, and lo! *ris given; | 
Aſk, and he turns your hell to heav'n; 
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he quickened and ſtrengthened in ſuch a manner, as heartily to praile chy 
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Gon commendeth his love towards us, in that while awe were yet finners CaRIST. 
died for us. Much more then being now juſtified by his blood, ae Hall be ſaved 
rom wrath through bim. For if * We were enemies we ce re reconciled ta 


Gov by the aeath of his Son, much more being reconciled, wwe ſoau be javed by 
his liſe, ROM. v. 8, 9, 10. 


ERE we have much more reaſon to cry out than Moſes, Dur. 

XXXtiii, 2. © he Lord loved the people. ” But here 1 + beſeech 
thee too, O Lord, that this infinite gilt of thy Son may appear to me 
greater and greater every day; and that thy love ſhining out in his re— 
demption may go on ſy to increaſe in my ſoul, as to diſperſe all clouds of 
darkneſs, unbelief, and hard thoughts of thy goodnels. Whenever this 
landerous ſpirit tries to lift up his head, grant that my faith and love may 


great love in ſpite of ail his ſuggeſtions, This is the chief defire which 
J offer unto thee in all my prayers, night and day. The want of faith and 
love, I am ſenſible, is ſtill my greateſt want: My foul is like a large empty 


vellel; but I pray thee to fill it ſpeedily, ro:withſtanding any oppolition | 
that may be made by my unrenewed part. 


Come, guilty fouls and flee away Soy lov'd the wo:ld and gave his Son 
Like doves to JesvU's wounds ; j ä To drink the cup of wrath ; 
This is the welcome goſpel-day, And Jesus ſays, he'll ceft gut none 


Wire frce grace abounds, That come (0 him by $a... 
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For even hereunto were ye called; becauſe CnrtisT alſo ſuffered for us, leaving 


us an example, that ye ſhould follow his fleps, 1 PETER ii. 21. 


oO believe in CRRIS1 for redemption, for juſtification, for ſanctifi- 


cation, is but one half of the duty of faith. It reſpects Cuxisr only 
as he died and ſuffered for us, as he made atonement for our fins, peace 


with God, and reconcil:ation for us, as his righteouſneſs is imputed to us 
unto juſtification. Unto theſe ends he is indeed primarily and principally 


_ propoſed unto us in the goſpel; and with reſpect unto them we are ex- 


Horted to receive him, and to believe in him. Eut this is not all 
that is required of us. CursT in the goſpel is propoſed unto us as 
our pattern and example of holineſs. And as it is a curſed imagination, 
that the whole end of his life and death was to exemplify and confirm 
the doctrine of-helineſs, which he preached; ſo to negle& his being 
our example in conſidering him by faith unto that end, and labouring after 
conformity to him, is evil and pernicious, Wherefore let us, be much 
in contemplation of what he was, what he did, how in all inſtances 
of duties and trials he carried himſelf, until an image or idea of his per- 


Fe& holineſs. is implanted in our miads, and we are made like unto 
him thereby. | | 
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The goſpel is made kniwwn to all nati;ns for the obedience of faith, 


y TH faving faith which is the gift of Gov, is known by many bleſfed 
e. effects; but this one includes all the reſt, it produces obedience. 


is He thatis a child of Goo through faith in CAA Jesvs, is born to obey; 
ly in his mind is not only the true light of revelation, but alſo the ſubjection 
x- WW of his underſtanding to it; his own reaſon is made to vield to the reaſon 
all of Goo; his will bows to the power of divine truth; his heart receives it 
as ia the love of it; upon which the whole man obeys; he lives and walks, 
ny, WW ang fights, ard conquers by the faith of the San of God; yea, his faith 
rm is mighty through Gop to the pullins cown of ſtrongholds, © cafting 
ng I © down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the 

“ knowledge of Gop, and bringeth imo captivity every thought to the 


eternal Spirit, ſhine upon thine own grace, and let me lee more clearly 
ber- ¶ that my faith is of thine operation. —O lead me fou faith to fanh—and in 
nto hearing, reading, meditating on thy word, in praying. and in all the means 

of grace, meet me. and bleſs me, that my faith mav ſtill be growing, 


until I reccive he end of my faith, even the ſalvation of my ſoul. 25 


29 
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Come unto me, all ye that labour and are hoawy laden, and I will give you reſt, The 
+ MIATTL Xl. 28. ; * 
a 


HIS is a free invitation to every weary and heavy-laden ſinner, made 
by him, who alone is able to take away the load and guilt of ſin: 


every perſon under the preſſure of fin, not only may, but mult come to JEsus The 

thus laden with guilt, if he hopes to lucceed for pardon. While we endea- no \ 
vour to prepare our Wey by holy qualifications, we rather fill it with ſumbling- un” 
blocks, whereby our ſouls are hindered from attaining tothe ſalvation of ſpent 
CurisrT. Cnur1sT would have us to believe on him, who juſtifies the un- as 4 
godly, and therefore he doth not require us to be godly before we believe: he of the 
came as a phyſician for the ſick, aud doth not expect they ſhould recover the n 
their health in the leaſt degree before ihev come to him. The vilelt fin- e 
ners are fitly prepared and qualified for this deſign, which is to ſhew forth mags 
the exceeding riches of his grace, pardoning our lt as, and {aving us ſreel:, his rig 
Ey u. ii. 5,90 It is no affront 10 CST, ot lighting or contemning the | the kn 
juſtice and holines of Cop, to come to Gon while we are polluted Lo, 
jtaners; but rather it is an affront: ng and contemning the laving grace, No 
merit 7 and fulneſs of Jrsus, if we endeavour to make 'irlo Ives T1! Ihteons H:s 


and hoy Brelore we receive CLAS himiclf, and al! 9 and rightedul- 
neis in him ty faith. 
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The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant-man ſeeking good'y pearls, who 
ewhen he had found one pearl of great price, went and ſold all that be had, 


PS. 


and bought it, MATT, XIll. 4, 5, 6. | | 


HERE is in all men an innate principle urging them forward in a reſtleſs purſuit after hap. 
pineſs, but being ignorant of the true means of attaining it, they fail ſhort of the end; 

The convinced finner indecd, though ſatisfied that worldly pleaſures, honours and profits, are 
no ways ſuited to fill up the void within, or pacify the clamours of an accuſing conſcience, 


yet, when left to hmſelf, he ſeeks the living among the dead, ſtriving to make his peace 


with Gop, by having recourſe to his own legal duties and endeavours, infiead of the peace 
ſpeaking blood of JesUus, Whilſt he is working for life, and attempting to eſtabliſh his 
own righteouſneſs, the Spirit of Gop takes the veil t;om his underſtanding, gives him a glimpſe 
of the hidden worth and unſpeakable value of Jesvs, the one pearl of great price; and then, like 
the merchant, who in queſt after goodly pears, unexpectealy finds one of great value that will 


en chi him for ever, ſells all to make a purchaſe oft it: The believer obtaining a true diſcovery - | 
ot tue excellent glory of the perſon of CHRIST in his fuincſs, ſuitableneſs, and all ſufficiency to 


ſave tathe ottermoſt, he freeiy and joyfolly fcl:s all he has, parts not only with his fins, but with 
his righteouſneſs and moſt admired attainments, counting ali things but lois for the exceilency of 


the knowledge of Cha1isT JES s his Lok o. 


No com:lincſs or beauty ſee ; Whcre all ſilvation ſtands ſecure. 


Long did my foul in IEsv's form | That ſweetly led me to the rock, 
I's facred name by others pr:2z'd, Glad I forſook my righteous pride, 
Was taſtieſs itill, and dead to me. My moral, tarnith's, ſinful dreſs; 
Thanks to the Author of all grace, 


| Exchang'd my drois away for Chriit, 
Thai ſhew'd me wietched, naked, poor. And found the robe of 11, hteouineis, 
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32 MELT UARY x - 
God, whn commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſbined in our hearts, 
o give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Es us CHRIST, 
but wwe ba ve this treaſure in earthen veſſels, 2 Cok. iv. 6,7, 


forming, Cuais T-endearing knowledge, and therefore is a rich and great 
treaſure that e have in the earthen veſſel, —Without this faving knowledge we 
have no GoD, no Cu81sT, no grace, no faith, no union with CHRIST, no actual 
juſtification, pardon of fin, peace, nor eternal life. But whoever has found CHRIS, 
the pearl of great price, the treaſure hid, has found matter of great rejoicing ; tor 
he was poor before, and this treaſure enricheth him; he was naked before, but find- 
ing this treaſure, he is gloriouſly clothed ; he was forced before to feed upon huſks, 


the debt is paid, that he is juſtified from all things, and pardoned tot ever; he ſaw 
he was a child of wrath before, but now he is become a child of Gop; that he was 


but now he ſees there is no condemnation to him, nor to any one that is in CHRIS 
Jesvs ; that he was a fool before, but now he is made wife to ſalvation. Reader, 
canſt thou ſer to thy ſeal to the truth and power of ſuch experience? then thou 
art wiſe indeed; if not, thou haſt much to learn: Apply with fpeed, and remem- 
ber, it is Gop alone that gives this light and kuowledge, | 


r Pu 


HIS knowledge is an heart-enriching knowledge: it is an enlivening, tranſ-- 


but now he feeds on the bread of life; he was far in debt before, but now he ſees. 


2 captive and in chains before, but now he is ſet at liberty; condemned before, 
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This is bis commandment, thot eve ſhould believe on the name of his Sen IESs us 


- - CHRISTI JOHN HL 23. For Gop bas fent his Son into the World," Mu ce 


mi gbt live through bim, chap. iv. . 


TE Father breaks forth, as it were, throvgh the whole Scripture in 
1 high praiſes of his Son. | 
& beloved Son, in whom Lam well pleaſed; hear ye him,“ Marr. xvii. 52 
Nothing thereſore can be. more agrecable to him, than to receive this 
his Son, and believe his reports, Joan xvi. 27. and on doing this we 

ſhall have life; but by omitting it, we look upon him s a liar. N 
therefore in him who refuſes to accept of this great gift, is, no doubt, the 

greateſt of all üns. O-Loxo, teach me this, and grant me faith, © * 4 


« Why art thou ſo backward, O my poor ſoul; to believe; like the reftof Gor's | 


children, in CHraIsT? Haſt thou not as good a riglit to it as they have? Who 

*« can diſpute with thee this privilege ? It is the expreſs Will of the Father, nay, 
* he even commands thee to do it. Has he given his only Son, by an act of in- 
% conceivable lobe, to die for thee, to the very end that thou ſhouldeſt live? O 


« what a pleaſing thing will it be to him, to put thy whole truſt upon this his- 


« well-beloved Son! This would be the jpy ef his heart, more than any thing elſe. 


«© Therefore delay no longer to recieve what his love has offered thee; but firmly 


i believe that the Father love's thee, as well as the Sen, 
. Aythor of faith, to thee I life 
My weary, lopging eyes z 


| D jet me now receive that gift | 
« 8 My ſeul without it dies 


, 2 


14 
1 
| 


He calls out from heaven, * Thig is ny. 
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= Fiery is the Tonk that ava hain to receive 8 and Ke hg and wiſdom, and 


My for 

Frength, aud bour ur, and { glory, c — vheſurgs REV. has LOG & thee 

A reig- 
3 8 how mean and fight: notions "ap I ofien of thy great power "- 


e Lam diſcoura ed, and thou art robbeil of thy praiſe grant, 2 
ee though I Als POWER be duly debaſed and convinced W 
dl my nothingneſs in ſuch a manner, as never to aſcribe any good 10 my. 1 kf 
„elf, or think mylelf worthy of the leaft thing i in the way of merit, for at by P p ery 
the beſt, I am but an unprofitable. ſervant: yet thy grace and payer — _ 
way at the fame. time appear to me abundantly greater than all my - | Hy: a 
{fo that 1 may have ways encouragement enough to e in and n echy pra 
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ett holy name. * | | T { LS 
p 1 | Go 
> Dorn Jet . chearful fongs 3 Let 1 hat d- en hon the . . Shal IK 
Wich angels round the thr. ne; ö And ar, 2 d 7 A 15 . 
Ten thovfand thouſand: are their conguer, | Conſpre to } Hs Is 5 hs e. Ta, I Til — 
But all their joys die N.. 123 ſpeak His endieſs fe 7 — 
l. 40 Worthy the Lamb that dy 'd, * ' they ery, { The « hole SR he 1% * 3 8 
i To de exalted thus; Ii _ ic e 1; FORE | 2 

| a0 Worthy the Lamb, our lips reply, | Of Him that fits upo ys 
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00 erke was Aan for _— 7”. | And 3 f 3 ew wo! 
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My foul ſhall be ſetisfied as auitb marrow and fatneſs, and my mouth ſhall praiſe 
thee avith joyful lips, PSALM Ixiii. 5. Allelujab! for the Lon d God omnipotent 
reigns. Let us be glad and rejuice, and give bonour to bim, for the SO of 
the Lamb is come, REV. xix. 6. | n TY 'F * 


7 HAT tends ,not to thy glory, O Lo xp, and is not thy own work, 
'V whatever appearance it may have, is not really good and 2 655 
preſerve and aſſiſt me therefore to do all things as of thee, in thy fight, 
and to thy honour; may my ſoul be ever magnifying thy name, O my dear 
| Redeemer and Bridegroom, and my whole converſation be directed to 
thy Praiſe. Grant that my heart and mouth may be ever full of thy gieat 
mercies, and overflow continually with thankſgiving. 


| 


My Gon, my King, thy various praiſe ' | Thy truth and beauty I'll proclaim; 5 
Shall fill the remnant of mv days: | Thy bounty flows an endleſs fiream:- 

Thy grace employ my humble tongue, Thy mercy ſwift thine anger flow, 

Till death and glory raiſe Ilie ſong; | But dreadful to the ſtubborn foe. 

The wings of ev'ry hour hal) bear And who can ſpeak thy wondrous deeds ? 2 
Some thankful tribute te dhine eat T Thy ęreatneſs iy our thoughts exceeds; 
Ard every ſetting fun ſhall fee |} Vaſt and vnſearchable thy ways, 


New works of duty done for thee, Vaſt and immortal be thy praiſes 
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© Forſake not the wort of thine own hands, PsALM Cxxxviii. 8—Divine anſwer. 
le cubicb has begun a good work in you, will perform it unto the day of Jas us 
 CnrisT, PaiL..i.6. e A bv 


_ right way to grow in grace is not to draw it from Gop, as it 
were by force, from a wrong principle or deſign ; hut firſt, to give 
"thyſelf entirely over to thy heavenly Father through CHRIST, who knows 
What thou wanteſt, and will never forſake thee. Secondly, to abide in 
Cxxrsr, and carefully cheriſh the new life, which. be it ever ſo weak 
and little now, in compariſon to the old man, will increaſe and gradually 
out- gro him, as a new ſkin, does the old. May the Logo only give us 
grace to watch againſt the oppoſite extreme, ſo as never to be lulled into 
"a falſe reſt, or a lukewarm ſpirit ; but to be ever diligently and ſeriouſly 
employed in crucifying the fleſh, and uſing all tke means of grace; then 
we need not be anxioully troubled for the growing of the work of Gos 
in our louls. F e 7 | 


My ſoul Hes cleaving. to th: duſt}. '1 Ec&tI ſhould loiter in my race, 

Lon d, give me.liie divige; ( Or turn my feet aſttay. | 

From pain deſires, and 47) ut, Are not thy mercies ſov'teign ſtil] 2 
Turn oE jne/e eyes. mine... And thou a faithful Gop ? 

I need me influence of thy grace Wilt thou rot grant me warmer zeil 

To {prod me in thy way, To run the hcav'aly xoad ? 
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The faſhion of this world paſeth away, 1 Cor. vii. 37. 


2 A S long aswe feed on the huſks of the l and are in lovewith 
| it, wes are neither willing. nor able to taſte the comforts of the lov 
of God. But when ſin and the world are become an abomination 2 
us, and we ſtrive to get rid of them, we are fit veſſels to recieve hint: then 
we begin to hunger after bim. Aa though we are chaſtened by the 
Loa, yet is he not angry with us, but does it 40 imbitter fin and the world 
more and. more'to us, and to N us lotheo them, that 1 we 8 not be 


a K — — 
Wy Lag _ FR = as 


8 
condemned with the world. 6196-18359 48 
CASE 'I i * 7 
Let worldly minds the world purſue, RR 6. So eakihy. ed fade away, bes þ | 
It has no charms for me; 5 3 When Jes us n reveal'd, _ | 5447 4 b 
Once I admir'd its trifles too. | : i 
But grace has ſer me free. N nn Non, Loxn, I would be thine: bee LEED 1 
| And wholly live to them: bh 
15 pleaſures now no longer pleaſe, „ But may I hope that thou wilt w- a bY 
No more content afford; * 5 " worthlels worm like me! 
Far from my heart be joys like theſe, | 
Now I have known the Lok d. . geil: Vin tho! of finners I'm the ward, 18 
8 8 8 VVV Leannot doubt thy will; | 
As by the light of op'ning day, 2 Flor if thou hadſt not lov'd me felt 
The ſtars are all conceal d. 1 1 hadrefus'd thee Gill, © 
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Thine is the kinglom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen, 
Mxrr. vi. 13. They eaft their crowns before the throne, ſaying), Thou art wor 
thy, O Lob, to receive: glory: and bonour, aud power, REV. iv. 10, 1. 


zh he bath practiſed the duties 
d ſo well, always thinks himſelf” 


V d $th a i 8 24 
NE that is really poor in ſpirit, thoi 


of the chriſtian lite ever fo long, an 
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ing he has already attained to it, that aſter all his beſt actions he counts 
= himſelf not worthy to be called by the name of a grateful ſon; ke is never 
pleaſed with himſelf, No degree of holineſs will ſatisfy his ſoul. He- ſeeks 
and finds no reſt or comfort, but in the infinite mercy of Gov, and in 
the paidon of his fins by faith ; though he does not divide CaR1sT, but. 


W reſerve, to be more and more ſanctified and perfected. And in this ſtate 
be is ſafe indeed, he is prepared for death. and has no reaſon to be anxioufly 
Afraid, though earneſtly defirous of higher degrees of ſanctification. 
Death might come upon him before he arrived to it; and even his very 
belt thoughts, without a ſenſe of Gop's forgiveneſs, would not ſupport and 
comfort him in death ; e 


4 


10 have received but à very little portio of CHRIST, and the work of 
fanctification hardly to be begun it his foul. So far is he from believ:- 


receives him in all his offices. and gives himſelf entirely up to him without. 
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He ha th made with me an everlaſting covenant ordered in 1 1 things and fure : fo 
this it all my ſalvation, and all n defire;, 2 SAM. XXiii. 5 F f 
woith eee. Psai u xx KIR. 3. N 
'H15 was David's plea and Confidence, when; ndert f before im, he 
was juſt going to make his appearance before an infinitely pure G09. + Lhis 
muſt be our plea alſo, if ever we would obtain the approbation of our judge. Af- 
ter a life of the mt eminent holineſs, the beſt of men will have reaſon ti c c oytk, | 
Enter not intojjudgni-nt with thy ſervant; O Loo.” It is true indeed, he be- 
liever will diſcover ſone ſmalf evidences of grace, juſt to ſhew'the child of Gon, 
and no more; but all ſo imperfect that he dare not ground his expectations 8 
them, Here the covenant of grace ſteps in to bis relief, wherein he ſees ampls 


provition made for the ſecurity of his eternal intereſt. For the covenant is made i | 


with CHr1ST and his feed. It is an everlaſting covenant bot only” -made before 
time, but extending its beneficial effects through the ages of eternity. it is ordered 
in all things, bee renethng C: anbe wanting in it, either to promote the glory of 
Gos, or the fal vation of believe ro. It is ſure alſo; depending on no conditions, re- 
quiring nothing hut what it gives, conferring i its bleflings freely, and makingthem 
{ure to all the ſeed, being eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes. Happy ſouls whoare in 
tereſted in this well ordered covenaiit! may it beall my ſalvation, and al my de 


Thy word, O G 5, b- got my fa h;  { Thy word is truch, thy promiſe ſure ; — 
From then e ener ſprir: 823 I _ Hence faith and hope ab idee: 
Founded one o what Gop faiths, - My ſoul in ſafety ſhall enourey 

My foul adotes and fingle NC $15 can fem Cn6ugT , 
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7 pray tbe F. ber, de * ike en you 1 3 that ae m_ abide 
with yon for euer; even the Spirit of truth which the world cannot receive, becauſe 
een hin not, neither knoweth him ; am 97 bug we $ he be ee aw 6 
27 and Mall bet in Jon, Joun: xiv. 16, 00 Wo | | # 


7 HEN Gop deſigned the 8 and. as 8 of recovering fallen man, A 
F andthe ſaving of ſinners, to the praiſe of the glory of his gr ace, he ap- 

ainted i in his infinite wiſdom two great means thereof; the one was the giving of, 
Sis. Son for them, and the other was the giving of his Spirit unto them And 

/ 1855 was way made for the manifeſtation of the glory of the whole bleſſed Tri- 
nity, which is the utmoſt end of all the works.of Gop. Hereby were the love, 
grace, and wiſdom. of the Father, in the defign and projettion of, the whole; the 
Jove, grace, and condeſcenſion of the Son, in the execution, purchaſe, and pro- 
curement of grace and ſalvation for ſinners; with the love, grace, and power of 
the Holy Spirit, in the effectual application of all unto the ſouls of men, made 
gloriouſiy conſpicuous. Hence from the firſt entrance of fin, there were two 


F#ecOvery and al vation; ; the one in ſending his Son to take our nature upon him, 
and die; the other in giving his Spirit to make the fruits of his incarnation and 
ſufferings effectual in and towards us. To theſe heads may all the promiſes of Gon 
be reduced Happy for the church that the Spirit is to abide with it for ever; 


general-heads of the promiſes of God unto men, concerning the means of their 


awful to think that the unconverted world neither can receive nor know the Spirit. 
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Godly. ſorrow avorleth repentance to ſal vation not to be repented ; but the forrow 
be world-worketh death, 2 CR, vil. 1606. 
HE difference between . e evarigelical repentance lies in this; 

L the former is an Evidence' that we are guilty, and liable ts mifery ; 
the latter, that this guilt is removed, and miſery relieved,” through the re- 
e 3 1 in * RIST JESUS. "Even" devils may havé the one, but 
tze other is the fruit of the Spirit in a ſoul renewed. Then  71QUS, 
0 Hy ſoul, and aſk thyſelf ch Woehe; Nö 0 grieve Mo 6 1 
ſins committed againſt thy 30 D, than for the troubles into whick they have 
brought thee? Wicked Cain could ſay, My“ puniſfiment is greuter than 
I am able tobear;” but ſhje returning accepted prodigal cried, © Father, Thave * 
„ finned againſt heavef, arid before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy fort,” &c, Does thy repentance Ariſe from the hope of mercy * 
revealed in Cfrsr? Then it is evangehcal/Ez «x. xvi. 69. but if it be 
only rajſed by apprehenfions of the judgment to come, or from wo-ldly * 
diſappointment, thou mayeſt periſh notwithſtanding thy concern: 1s it 

mixed with love to Gon and his law-as holy, and abhorrence of thyſelf as 
polluted,with fn? Doſt thou confeſs thy fins with the hand ot faith upon 
the head-of .Cya1sT; as the propitiation? And doſt thou pray for a daily 
increaſe of this godly farrow, and wiſnh to die in the lively exerciſe of it ? 
— Then thou art a juſtified publican, and thy repentance is to ſalvation. 


1 97 
— LE 
* — > 
: M.A 
p p . 
; 1 
{ * 


. — — — — — 
EFF ²˙¹. ! ˙² m — — — —öQ ro es On . ” » — —— — . . 
gh * 
D 7 EUR - d 
— 8 . o 0 
- 1 " — _ T — _— v p 5 — = "Fo. & - _ 
y - N = SY * — 
1 5 — oo. 2 1 1 
8 1 TT 3 Fm e 2 
1 8 l = 


——— 
720 N 


r Uo 
* 


4 
Dae 


— r# 


. 2 3 . 4 . 0 => * a * *” . K 2 . : 2 —4 
erer 11 
P. 2, 5 11. 


Light E for the rightraus; and gladneſs for the iprigbi in heart; ALM xcvii.” 
it. Unto the upright there ariſes light in darkusſi; be is gracious, full of com- 
Palſen, and righteons, PSALM: exXii. 4. Therefore. caft not away your. confi- 
dence, whith has git recompencs of reward; for ye have need of patience, &t. 
far yet a little while, and be that ſhall come quill, come, aud with hot tarry, , 


42 . 
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Pint mens that "believers aro lde tag | 
I forrow In a ſtate of gladneſs therefore we have reaſon to fear; and 
zn the hours of trouble and ſadneſs to entertain good hopes, Thus We. 
hall always be able io keep the happy medium between the extremes of 
| leyity and deſpair. Before a man has a true ſenſe of his own miſeries, the 
complains and, infirmities of the ſaints are often, a ſturibling - block; but 
aller wards, they will adminiſter to him great comfort. This is the reaſon, 
that..Gop, has revealed them in ſcripture; for the complaints of his 
children and ele, give more comfort than all their moſt, heroic. actions. 


* 
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"Aller! it Tmelly my forrows high, | Ver why, en fol why theſe complain? 
To ſee my bleff Jezsus frown 1 Still while he frowng his bowek f 6 ; 14 
My ſpirits n IK. mc mforts die, ] Sti en his heart he bearg hu int, 

Au all the ſprings of lite are down. And ſeeli their forrows and his lo % - 
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J find a laws that when I would 4 ory evil is preſent wvith me, ROM. vil. 27. | 


My foul! thou art always ſtri v ing, yet ſin always ſtixring; ; thou 8 

The truth of grace, becauſe thou findeſt the working of ſin; but. it 
will be always thus; thou canſt not come out of Egypt, but Amelek will 
lay wait in the way; the fleſh will-be {ure to trouble thee, although, it be» 
never able to conquer thee: he thereſore that fits down, and is at reſt in in, 
it is a ſign that Satan is there, the frong man, becauſe his kingdom is in 
peace; but where there is any work with CHRIS, there will. be alw | 
war with ſin; fin was the womb of death, and only death muſt be the tomb 
of: fins: Gu would have my ſoul humbled therefore, though he hath. 
broken my prilon, yet he hath left the chain upon my fect Gon would. 
have my gracgs exerciſed, therefore, though he hath tranſlated me into the 
kingdom of life, yet he hath left the Canaanite in the land; Gop would 
have my faith exerciſed, therefore Gol:al 1ill-ſhews- himſelf in the field,, 
that ſo 1 might mike out to him © in the name of the Loxoz” I will be- 
take me to the {irength of Cartsr, and though 1 cannot help the rebellin 
power of, (in, Fer 1 ſhall always hinder the ruling power of it. As it ſhall 
be my grief bccaule fin wil! have iss being, ſo it ſnall be my caie that it 


may never have ts thriving; though in may live in me, yet 1 never 
live in ſin. 
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* 


treſpaſſes unto them; for he has made Him to be fin for us, who knew: 15 fin ; b 
Cor. i i. 20. PET. i ii 24. 


T highly concerns all bulicyers, who are defirous to have always peace 


1 


J and lazineſs generally proceed from ſelf righteouſneſs, and our not looking 


fomething in ourſelves. 


Jes v, thou at my righteouſneſs, For ever here my reſt ſhall be, 
For all my fins were thine: * | Cloſe to thy bleeding fade 
Thy death has bought of God my peace, | Ti all my hope, and all my plea; 
Thy life has made him mise. a For me th Saviour dy' d! 


Spotleſs and PE. in theeI am My dying Saviour and my Cob, 
I feel my fins forgiv'n; | | - Fountain for guilt and ſin! 

i tafte ſalvation in thy name; Spriakle me ever with thy blood, 
And antedate my heay'n,* And 1 and keep me cleans. 


God cr in CurIST, reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their 


that wwe might be made the * of Go 78 bn 2 . v. 19, 81. 


and ſupport within, to be ever ſenſible of their own miſery and ſpi- 
ritual poverty, and fo to live and reſt ſolely and wholly in the all-ſufficient 
atonement and righteouſneſs i in -CxrisT JESUS: our Saviour. Diſquietneſs | 


up and being indebted to him for every thing, but ſecretly truſting to. 


V E B R U ART ue 


| Newertheleſs I am continually nth thee, Thou haft holden mo by my Tight band. 
Thou Halt guide me with i hy counſel, and afterwards recei de me to thy glory. 
Whom hawe I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I defire 
beſides thee; My fleſh and my heart faileth, but Gov is the firength of my beart 
| and my portion for ever, PSALM IxX11!, 23—26. PSALM xvi. 18. 


, *7 


ABES in religion not only long for Cuklsr, but for ſenſible com. 
munion with him; and very often they are indulged with it, thay | 

they may be weaned from che · World. But thoſe of fuller age, who have 
their ſenſes more exerciſed, are thankful to have Him only, and io be 
adopted by Him; relying more on the word and covenant of Goo, than 
upon ſweet ſenſations of the foul, which in times of trial and temptation 
are often wanting. 


How oft have fin and Satan Grove { Hore is my anchor firm and ſtrong, 

To tend my ſoul from thee, my Gop? “ While tetapeÞs blow and billows rife, 
But ever laſting is thy love, | 
And Jesus leals it with his blood, 


j The Goſpel bears my ſpirits up; 
A faithful and unchanging Gop 
Amidſt temptations ſharp and ſtrong, | Lays the foundation of my hope, 
AI ſoul to chis dear refuge flies; 1 oaths, and promiſes, and blood. 


bh 


EEA U AR T x 


There isa river, the fireams whereof ſhall make glad the city GOD. Gob is 

zn the midi of ber, ſbe ſhall not be moved, Ps LM xvi. 4, 5, Ye are of Gon, 

little children, and have overcome them; becauſe greater is he that is in yon, 
tan be that ig in the world, 1 JOHN iv. 4. FSaiM GK 2. Ziel. i. . 


ere chriſtians in a right ſpirit, fill are ſubject to temptations from 
1 within and without, but watching unto prayer they do not fall; by 
them. On the contrary, as temptations are great helps to diſcover. their 
> hidden infirmities, and ftir them up to bg more cautious, ſerious and faith- 
ful, they are followed and rewarded with great and glorious victories; con- 
ſequently are ſo far from being half a fall, that they rather ſerve to keep 
: +believers from falling. What reafon have we then to be aftaid of temp- 

- ations, ſince every one carries a new. ble ſſing along with it? 
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Other refuge have I none * ä | » 


Jrsus, lover of my foul, | } | 
Let me ts thy boſom fly; Hangs my helpleſs ſoul on thee; 
Wnile the nearer weters roll, | Lea, ah! leave me not alone; 
While the tempeſt ſtill is high: | Still ſupport and comfort me. 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, | All my truſt on thee is ſtay d, a 
Till the ſtorm of life is paſt, All my help from thee I Sriop ; © 
Safe intothe haven guide, Co ver my defenceleſs-head': {5 2 -- 


- 


O receive my ſoul at aft, | Wich the ſhadow of thy wing. 


: at E B R 1 A * E |: wh: 


* 


Let not thn rern in your rde bach, that ye ſhould obey it in the lufls thentof, Rf 
the de vil, and be will tee from you, ROM. vi. 12. THORNS w. 7 


N Certain city being ſtrongly beſieged by a potent enemy, whictholding 
out long, was brought to extreme want; no hope of relief appeared 3 ; 
famine and ſword, the two ſad concomitants of war, attended; the poor in- 
habitants, at their wits end, emered into a ſerious conſultation what was. 
be to be done for their pus ſafety; the reſult whereof was this, that there 
ſhould be a conſiderable number of dead bodies, of which they had great 
plenty in the ſtreets, claſ ed up in armour, and ſet upon the walls in theſtil! || | 
nume of night; thereby detignin 'S to apprize the enemy that ſome freſh ſap- It | 
plies! 'hadheen broughtto their affiſtance: which fell out accordingly; the ehe- || | 
my was amazed. the ſiege was raiſed, the city relieved. This diſtreſſed city is | || 
the ſoulof man; the potent enemy laying before it is the devil, that great com- 
mander in chief over all ſuch regiments as the world and the fleſh can poſſibly | | 
raiſe for his ſervice; and what courſe muſt the poor ſoul take in ſucha caſe? | al 
Surely no other but conſultation farit had with God in prayers to ſet out it 
dead and mortified luſis and affectious; and then, no doubt, the devil, up-#'| 
don the ſight thereof, will quit the place, and no more adventure his Whole 1 
frength to ſo little purpoſe, '' 
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4 Gn ſaid, Let us make. a in our mate after our Tg GE mw ef 56. 


ij 2 4 . 1 
Y 1 


HIS i image of A gs in which man was created, conſiſted 3 in that marie fe 
fection, and [thoſe moral endowments, 1 in, which he was made; and in which 


he bears ſoine reſemblance of his all- perfect Maker. It conſiſts in. that ſpiritual, 


rational and immortal ſoul, reſembling the nature of God, and in thoſe faculties 


of underſtanding, will, and active powers, reſembling the natural perfections of 
the Deity, with which the human foul was endowed. His body too had then ſome 
„ fignatures of the divine perfection, in majeſty and immortallity, that raiſed it far 
above the brutes; and, as far as it was capable, made it reſemble Gob But the 
-  compleating and diſtinguiſhing part of the divine image upon man, 

moral endawments of perfect knowledge, entire rectitude, and univerſal. holinęſs, 

with which the human underſtanding, will, and affections were · created and 


was thoſe 


adorned, in which the ſoul of man bore a moſt ſtrik ing reſemblance tothe moral 
ections of the Gop that made it, St. Paul affirms; when he tells vs; that if 


We would recover this divine Image, that ſin bath ſo miſerably defaced, we muſt 
de renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created-us ; and, put on the 
new man, which after God is creat=d in righteouſneſs and true helinels,”” CgL. 


11. 1 —15. an epitome of CHRIST'S 


Jl. 10. Erna. iv. 24. See reader, in Tirus i 
Glvation bay 1 in thee and for thee, 
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Rr E FN 18. 29 
TteLonD ee the /imple; I was brought low, and be belbed me, PSALM CXvI. 6. 


H; who walks in godly ſimplicity and humility, accounting his own infirmities 
always the greateſt, will beſt be preſerved from being puffed up and ſifted, by 
the enemy of ſouls. And ſurely. nothing thould humble us more than juſtification 
by free grace. The more we conſider aud carefully cheriſh that, the more this ſim 
ple, child- like, quiet temper will increaſe ; for ſince there is nothing in ourſelves 
which can be depended upon, but all muſt be freely received from CHRIST, this, 
at the ſame time cutting off all vain boaſting, brings us low, ſettles our peace on 
CuR1sT, who is our All, and is ſure enough to be reſted upon, 

Itis only from thee, O my dear Saviour, I can learn true ſimplicity : teach me 
therefore to turn mine eyes, not upon others, but Upon myſelf Humble me to the 
uttermoſt, and faſhion me after thy own mind, that 1 may be careful to avoid every 
thing that is contrary to love. Keep me; Omy light, from all ſelf· dependence and 
ſelf· conceitedneſs; bridle my carnal reaſon, and pul! down all vain imaginations. 
Grant that my eye may be fixed only upon that one thing needful, u hich laſts eter- 
naily ; and that in all my words, deeds; and geſtures, I may always reſemble the 
krapLcRys innocence, fidelity, and love of a little ch, MATT. xili, 3. 


3 


Rich grace, free grace, moſt ſweetly calls; | 'Tis| grace each day that feeds our bak 
Lirealy come who will; Grace krep* us iniy pcer; | 
Juſt as vou are, for Cyr1isT recei. es And Oh! that nothing elſe but grace 
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Poor helpleſs Roners All, Nay rule for eve more. 


bn g 


The Bond irt my fbepberd, I fball net wwant, PSALM xxili. 1. He ſays it himſelf, J 
am come that they might hawe life, and that they might have it more abund= 


—_ wntly. I give unto them eternal life, and they ſpall n. never 2205 ih, neither PA 
_— any mot them out of my ba nds, Jour x. 10, 28. | 


\HE Loxp held my ſhepherd alſo, what can I then want? Nothing 
i chat is really good for me. The ſenſe of it may ſometimes be wanting: 

=: put. even this want is the beginning of a greater fulueſs, and certainly works 
for my good. It ſtirreth me up to pray more carneſtly : and thus my wang 
1 drive me to the green paſtures, and to the brooks of freſh waters, even to my 


good ſhepherd, who i is himſelf the belt food, and the ſpring of living water. 


| 
| 


| My ſhepherd is the below "Fe o; 1 N nd ring Cet his ways miſtake, 
\Now shall my wants be well ſupply? of 3 But he reſtores my ſoul to peace; 
Hs providence and holy word, And u leads me, for his mercy's fake, 
Become my ſafety and my gude. | In che fair path of nghteouineſs, - 
In paſtures „ here. ſalvation grows, Tho' 1 walk thro! the gloomy vale, 
e makes me feed, he in3kres me reft : Where death and all its terrois are,” 
Thee living water cently fo we, PD My heart and hope ſhall never il, 


Aud all the ioog's dit incly left. | Fo Gep 1250 werber s with me there, 
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e everlaſtiug gaſpel —— REVELATIPNS iv. 6. sn 


e goſpel is properly called“ glad tidings,” forthele reaſons: We ae 


1 polluted with the filth of fir; in it is opened a ſountain ſor in and ub- 
cleanneſs. I he way to heaven is blocked up by ouring; it reg ea, A mew 
and living way through the fleſh of CURAT .' -W are impriſoned debtors 


by multiplied tranſgrethons ; it ſhews that a price, the more eſtimable, has 


been paid to diſcharge us. We have by natute hard, H rorig, andiimpenitent 


heafis; in it is promifed an heart ot fleſh. Me can of ourſelves du nothang ; 
it Mews through CHRIST we can do all things, —We feel that we arelliable 


to err and backflide; it. declares that Go Will ſcourge us till we return 
him, but not take his loving kindnels from us. We know that we are 
liable to many calamitjes; 1: teaches us, that they ſhall-ail wok together for 


our good. — We fee thy we are dying catures ; by it we are aſſured that 


we have a forerunner in heaven, and ar eternal habitation with God in glory. 
Lokv, ſend abroad and dleſs this golpel ! "AS 9 646 Trargre 
* 4 N a 
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BSE B RT U Af R- 21. 
Thy profe u that they Faves God, but i in dur b tbey deny bim, Ter. i. 16. 


RB 4 is a p ofeſſion of a ſpecial kind; * dieb in its own nature is cate 
— in the world; they tat will live godly in eusisr Je sbs 


wy "ſhalt futferiperſecutan.” There is a being in CarisT, and not living godly; | 


far there are branches in the vine by profeſan, that bring forth no fruit; men 
that have not one drop of the. Spirit of the witneſs of CHalsT, which torinents 
the men of the earth. But they that will live gotly, that is, engage in a pro- 
feſſion, that ſhall on all occaſions, and in all inſtances, manifeſt the power of it, 
they ſhall ſuffer perſecutiqn. We ſe: many every day keep up 4 profeſſion, but 
ſuch a/profc ſian as will not provoke the world. Now this is to be aſham<d of 
the. goſpe 1; to be aſhamed of th: power and glory of i it, to be aſhamęd of the Au- 
thor of it. No man can put JISSUSs CHRIST to Zbegter t ſham? than by profeſſing 
the g iſpel, without ſhe wing the power of! it, PBI. Ni. 13, Rev. xXL 10. There 
canobe noanare vile aud for. 114 hyp >2rily, than for an to pet al. unto inward 
habitual (an Xkcation, while their lives are burren in. the . arts of rigite: nine: 3 
and obe dience. Readzr, of al dangers in profeſſion, beware of a cuſtomäry, 


traditional or doctrinalowling of goſpel- truths, without an experimental ac- 


quantance wich the reality an le lacy of then, for © all ſuch will have tacir 
66 portion waere 1s waiting and ga. A1 bing of teeth.“ | 
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Jill put enmity between thee 3 the awoman, nd between thy ſeed and ber ſee 65 
it. Gall bruiſe thy head, and thou alt bruiſe his heel, Gen. lit, 15. 


FHO this is true of the animal ſerpent, yet it hath a particular OS to 
the old ſerpent, the devil; and implies, that howey er he aad the woman had 
deen combined againſt God, their friendſhip ſnould ſoon iſſue in the greateſt « en- 
mity between each other, aud eſpecially between their ſeed. By the ſeed of the 
woman' is to be underſtood CHRrisr the Saviour; not excluding his. friends and 
. followers in every age of the world, This arechiog. of a Sari iour ſignified to our 
Hrſt par ents theſe four things: 1. i hat the promited Saviour was not to be the 
man's, but the woman's ſeed, or born of a vir sin 2. That he was not to bea man 
by that expreſſion, Thou-halt bruiſe hi5 heel.” 3. That he ſhou!d break the! head 
of the ſerpent, or deſtroy his power and dominion over mankind, and puniſh him, 
and all his votaries, with an utter deſtruction. And, 1. That 1 in order to our Sa- 
viour's doing ſo, he mult have his own hel, or human nature, that loweſt, part 
of his mediatory perſon, bruiſed by the ſer ent, or perſecuted and put to death 
by the devil and his emiſſaries. This was the fiRt in; mation of a Saviour that was 
raade to the world by was made to the ſerpent, for his immed! ate confunon, 
Mac in the preſence of our hr parents, and before their ſentence was pronongc- 
ed, to inipue them with the !.opes of pardon aud iife, and with a ſenſe ot the dif- 
tinguithiag mercy of God fo the a, and b. fore he devounced ſo much. as any 
tempor al ann animated them with hopes of ter Nat redemption. 
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ESE ER U Un 25 
The Lone 40 that which ſeems dim good, 2. SAM. x. I2. 


£ | ekt Uan Rifl feels the motion of ſelf-will, and conſequently of ſin in 


his heart. And if it be alked, How can Cirersr and fin dwell together 
ne heatt?' The anſtwer is; As à king and' rebels in one kingdom e 
He does not agres or corteſpond with them, baviibduesthem, and mainta 
Peace” "But Where felf!/ Will Kas the dominion, there is nothing but. trouble 
aud confaſton. ; for unſabctifed paſſions and # bad conſcience not only are 
tfiward tottiree, but often turn 10 our great diſad vantage, even in worldly 
affairs; whereas i in the blood of Cugrer we have a good conſcienee, abun- 
dance of peace, afid can becontent and happyin the moſt indifferent en 
eitcumſtances. | 


Take Steat heed therefore, 0 my dear Chriſtian, never to be Jed by thy own. 


ſplrit, wele it even in ſuch things 3s ſeem to bring glory to Gov, if it isnot of his 
gern appointment. Our Hearts ſometimes are very deceirfully deſirous of what 


Ne aſes ourſelves, white we pretend to ſeek God s glory ; and were we not crofled 


theſe our deſigns, they would prove a great burden to our life, Bleſſed is he 
who. not only prays with his lips, but is heartily willing alto that nothing but 
tlie Will St the Lob ſhould be done in every thing. It is he alone that under- 
_#apds what may be good or dangerous to our ſpiritual or temporal Circumſtances, 
We being often blinded and 41 awn by our luſts, are too much inclined to Chooſe 


at random what would be perhaps moſt detrimental. 
Savio, to my heart be near; | Guard wy weakneſs.by thy gtece, 
Excrcife the h-phe; ;d" 5 care; Let me fe el a confant peace. 
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The Loxn will regard the prayer & the deflitute, aud not deſpiſe their prayers, 


PSALM CU, 27. They looked u7to bim, and. wire tightened ; and their faces were 
not aſbamed, PSALM xxxiv. g. 


Marr. xv. 21—28. And what Car1sT ſays, LUKE X1..5—13. and Chap. 
xviii 1—8. Likewiſe of : a tall ed veſlel, MAT r. viii. 24—27. 


* 


' ihe 4 me 


PHE, load of 3 * inward adlidtion 3 is not always — away. 


with a ſew words, or in a few days. Sometimes it is neceſſary even to 


wreſtle. with Gon, and be very inſtant too; how elſe could faith and pati- 


ence be exerciſed o If thereſore the trials are {harp and laſting, it is not to 
weaken our faith; but to ſtir us up to be more inſtantly zealous in prayer, 
and the right uſe of the word of Gov 
more glorioully': delivered and frengthened in faith: for whatever Gob 
ſends 1 8 mw it is not for the lellening, but for che increaſe of our faith, 


| Convitfions make ws fol: d world, 
Qur faith ſhall never yield to fear, 


Loud may the troubled ocean rore, 

In ſacred Peace our ſouls abide; 

While ev'ry nation, ev'ry ſhore, 
Tiembles, and dreads the lelllog tide, © 
E 4 


Gov is the ed of hit 1 4.8 Sl | 
When ſtorms of ſharp diſtreſs invade; 7 
Ere we can offer our complaints 1 
Behold him preſent with bis aid, | | 


Let mountains from their, feats be hurl'd 1 | 
Dow n to the deep; and buried there; 1 
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See alſo the inſtance of the woman of Canaan, 


: and by this means, to be ſo much 
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Fo 1 well in the bigh and holy place, ewvith him alſo that is of a contrite and bumble Lo! 
ſpirit ; to receive the ſpirit of the bumble, and to revive the heart of the contrite | 
ones. For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wwroth : : 'for the fptrit 


foould fail a me, and the _—_ wotch I have made, Is A. eil. I $1 16. 0 7 8 
O inſiſt too much upon the i joy ek faith, wht produce a wrong hot 
joy, and make weak fouls weaker till, Many afincere Chriſtian's Heart fort 
is like a bottle of very narrow paſſage, which can receive the dewof heavenly ven 
comfort only by little drops. But doſt thou feel thyſelf quite naked, and void ſigt 
of all good? Carisr will ſurely cover thee with the robe of righteouſneſs. fad 
Goentirely out of thyſelf, looking only to him for every thing; and what - ven 
ever gifts of joy, peace, and holineſs may be given thee, truſt not to them, and 
but to Cakisr alone. This will make thee ſure, and keep 22 9 mann at are, reſt 
| | | pin 
Thus faith the high and lof: y One, | The 3 ſpirit and contrite ſna 
I fit upon my holy throne, Is an abode of. my delight, | the 
My name is Gov, I ewell on high; 2 | The humble ſoul my words receive dra 
: Dwell in my own eternity. I bid the mour ning ſinner ive, liex 
But I deſcend to worlds below, | Heal all the broken hear's I find, 2 boo 

Oa earth I haye a manſion too ; And eaſe the {arrows of che mind, 3 
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os, by thy fawaur thou haſt made my mountain to fland es v. bas. 41 


bide thy. face and I was eroubled, FU xxx. 7. 


* A 
EE, my ſoul, in this verſe, a picture of thine own expericticey 1 * art 
thou and David alike ! When I look up to heaven, how often do I ſee the fun. 
both ſhine and ſet! When I look down into myſelf, how often do I ſee my. ecm 
forts riſe and fall ! One while I am upon mount Tabor, and have a glance of hea- 
yen ; another while 1 lie in the valley of Bochim, weeping becauſe I have loft 
acht of my heavenly country. Joſhua's long day is many times turn d into Paul's 
ad night. When God would quicken my affe tions, he gives me a glance of he- 
yen, that ſo I might be in love with what I ſee; when I begin to bleſs,myleif,, 
and reſt in my happy privileges, he draws avail over the hright viſion, that 1may 
reſt in nothing but himſelf, nor lothe what I ſo greatly love. He ſuffers 1 my hap- 
pineſs here to be imperfect, that ſo I may be preſſing on to that place where 1 
ſhall be perfectly happy for ever. Lok p, when thou ſhewelt thyſelf, let me love 
thee; when my mountain ſtands ſtrong, let me praiſe thee; when thou with- 
Jraweſt thyſelf, let me follow thee; when thy countenance is hid, let me ſtill be- 
lieve that thou loveſt me; under all my changes here, let my ſoul be aways 
dreathing, panting, fonpiing; and reaching after thee, till I AY ſo prafecyy enjoy 
thee, that I may never loſe thee * AMEN. _ 
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for bee, that thy by faith Fall n not, Luxe BA 31, 31. Yet Aal! not the leaftlgr ain 


> rangi Rev. 1 111, 10. 
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8 OMETIMES: e ay tee osklves to be g dieinely convinred of 


pęrſuaſions of faith; 5 and yet it is poſſible that the fiftings of Satan are at the 


bottom; however. the Lox: Will over- rule him at laſt, VE” order all . 


—_ things to the beſt for his people. May the Loro make us watchfut againſt 
1 our on Ipitit, and againſt the Evil one, elpectally when he is transformed 
.\ into An angel of light, that it may not be in his power to ſift us ſo as to gain 


an ad ange over us by our ligening to his nerd ſuggeſtions, 0 of 
Velding 10 has ubtle lempiations. Ont ov 


In min the baffled prince. of, bell 8 

His curſed projects tries; Ba 

We that were doom'd his endleſs fines | 
Are raisd above the ſkies; + 1 


Irs us the Lok p ſhall guard me ſafe n 
From every ill deſign; 


I And to;his heavenly kingdom keep +; 
1 + This feeble foul of mine. 
. is my everlaſting aid, 
Ang, Hell ſhall rage in vai ; 
JT s bim be higheft glory ens | 
Anz endleſs praiſe. Amen, 


Te BRO: A;R Yi 27 2 
N Satan has  defired ta have, vou, that he may p aft v as wheat ; but 1 have pry 1 f 


Fall upon the C6477 Ares ix 9. For, I wilt keep thee from the hour of 


the wilt of God, both by ſeeming outward providences and inward 
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Whoſe adorning, let it not be that outward e of plaiting the Hair, amt of 
ce aring f guld, &c. But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, even ibe ornament of a meet aud quiet ſpirit, which is in the 

; Sight of GoD of great price, 1 PETER iii. 3, 4 In reft ſball ye be Ja ved, in 
L and confidence fall be your ſtrengtb, Is AAA xxx. 15. | 


. Chriſtian's beſt accoutrements and feftiva! clothes, inwhich he aaily cele⸗ 
brates his ſabbath, is called, Co“. iii. 10, 12; 14. The new min; bows 
« els of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meet neſs, long-(uffering, ane 
« zbove all, charity.” Theſe are bur ornaments we ſha'l bt di eff d and adorned 
with, -. What doſt thou adorn mofl, Body or Son]? „O thou meck and quiet* 
Lamb of Gop, juſtly I bluſk before thee, when l conſider my impatience, though 
am never innocent like thee, I humbly beſcech thee to forgive me theſe 
my tranſgreſſions, fi.ce thou haſt made ſufficient aton ment for all by thy 
meritorious ſilencc. But deliver me from this choleric, hot, and peeviſh tem- 
per alſo; and give me grace ia all inward and outward troubles, to have that 
long forbbaring mind which was in thee, Make me daily more and more 
like a lamb; that on ai occaſhrrs, grievous or joy ful, I may be duly 8 
and ſhew that excellent heayenly oi nament of a merk and quiet ſpirit, not 


in many words, but in reality aud power Amen.“ 
Gwer of concord; Prince of Prce, O | t v« fn the ancient way 
Meer, Limb-like Son ot Gob! ur wo: d'ring foes to move 
Bid or unrul paſſions cealc , And force the h:a.hen werld to ſay, 
And quench them with tl. y vl od. «© See how theſe Chriſtans lovel* 
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Traft hes” i the 1 D;- and FA good; fo Patt then davell in the land, and werity 


Ss 4; : $; chen ang be Jed, Fenin xxX vii, 3. 


Cu 


r 5 
V the grace of Gen: juſtice and equity mall be the pillars I will tals vſc 
of to fapport my fortune in the world, and not favour and intereſt; and 


- when thoſe are too weak to uphold it, let it ke its chance; and | hope I could 


be able to take the fame courſe if my life were under the ſame circumſtances z; 
for I bad much rather loſe my right or my life by another man's injuſtice, than 


obtain the one or preſerve the other by any baſe purſuit, or unworthy applica- 
| tion of my.own; nor thall I ever value, or ſeek for any favour but that of my 
Gop, to whom he that has grace enough to commit himſelf, his ſoul, and his 
Ferlaſling concerns, may with great ſecurity commit his fortune and all worldly: 
Matters. Lok p, enable me to be contiaually doing good; let me live in this 


world as a propationer for eternity; let me not be envious againſt the evil-doers, 


nor ever repinę at thy providence; let the light afforded me in this pſalm enable 


me to read in thy book of providence, and well conſider the end both ot the 


righteous and of the wicked, that my judgment may be well formed, and my 

conduct unifor mly agreeable to thy will: diſpoſe of me and mine according to 
thine own pleaſure; and whatever eiſe may fail me, fupport my faith in * 
word, „ and grace, till 1 come eternally to enjoy thee. 
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Broad ir the away that leadeth to deſtruction, and many there be which go in rhea 


But, narrow is the Way witch leadetb unto life, and Jew there be thor fnd it, 
Marr. vii. 23, 14. | 8 


HITS ſounds too harſh in the ears of the old man, who would not have 
the law made uſe of in theſe goſpel- times. either to the converted or 
unconverted; and yet to the old man the law, and not the golpel, properly 
belongs. St. Paul, that great preacher of the goſpel, made uſe of the law 
lo route unconverted Felix from-his ſecurity, Ac TS xxiv. 25. andto warn te 
converted Romans from falling into it again, Rox. viii. 13. | 
Which way dof thou walk? eta nige thyleit. 
art thou cGu1:te fare of it? venture not to go on any further at random. It 
is matter . neat conſeq ieace; if thou wilt be ſafe, try better for it; thou 
mweſt eakiy be deceived. Ain! thou art ſarely in the broad way to de- 
traction. if thou ill loveſt and art conformed to the world. Art thou 
bit in-hife ent with rezar4l ty the ching, of Goo, reliſh more tha vanities, 
picalures, COmunies, treafires, aa honoars of this: world ? Ph a art not 
in thegaod narrow way that leals unto life. O conſider this well and top 
(hort before it is too late, aad tho, dr9p into the bottomleſs pit of perdition, 


is dut a few that fiad the gite, 
Wu crouls m Rakes aaa die. 


Strait is the way, the door is ſt ait, | 
That leais to joys 0a highs 
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Is it the narrow way? 


— — 


— ——_ 


3 * P 5 
=P my AE DEB — — ä — ———ů —2— — 
M b 4+ 1 n Up Ot * N 
. 1 1. oY — 
- — qi.” oh. aa — * 2 
F _— of . 
19 9 © VF 


— i CO —_ 
K * ” * a 
. * o 


oe of 


ws i 2% mg e _ 
8 1 

E 5 2 ub 4 
ag "4 


— 


Nenn 


W &-4.; + aft 


; '4 , 
s — 
F y * 
8 * 1 — 72 — 2 — 4 
: | # F C H - 


Aare ball "bbar the names of the children of Hrael in the breaf-plate of judgment, 
upon bis beart, even he goeth into the holy place, for a memorial befnrethe'Lorn 
continually ; and thou ſhalt put into the breaft-plate of judgment the Urim and 


” Thumm, Ramey, tight ang PRUlegrity, Aron wr f e Ka ; 


wd- , ; nd - $ 44 a F = 4 Py ” x 1 = , N ; T . | 
1 ATOW am I, ſaih the believer, for ever in gracious remembrance with 
& Vos, face my great High-Frieſt and Advocate Cnrisr Jesvs, bears 


name continually before him on his heart. Whenever I am troubled 
14 About my ſins, his powerful mediation will ſurely plead mercy for all my 
tranſgreſhons, and upply my wants abundantly. Gop not denying him 
any thing, 1 can through him continually be heard and obtain grace; for 
he makes perpet.a. interceſſion for me in heaven, by which all my pravers 
at all times, and even now. are fa:iftified, and preſented to n Father, 
Who heareth him always. O! who would not ſend up his petition to 
even in faith! * EY 65 | | 


Now mav o j vful tonones Þ The Father lays his thunder by, 
4. Our *'a'er's honour ng; Aud looks, and imiles, and loves, 
he Pr eſt. r:cezvts our ſongs, | | 
J ee FRE {hk * No fiery vengeance now, 
. 1 8 OM | No burning wrath comes down 
Befote bie Father's eye 


T If juftice call, tor ſinneis blood, 
00044 46/50 aha watts The Saviour ſhews his on. 


- If any min'ewill tome after me, let him deny bimfelf,, Luxx N. 23. 


mare unworthy of every thing, and have nothiag of our owng we can 
loſe nothing. We have. no property, ſince we are but ſtewards of the 
Loap. We have no honour;or fhame of our own, after the manner of 
the world: this being ober only honour, 16Gop is glorified; and gur only 


ſhame; if he is diſhonoured by us. The gloty of God we mult have at 


heart, and in his cauſe be like lions, but in our own cai-le like lambs. 
Therefore when we are croſſed in things which do not concern the glory 
of God, and the real good ef our neighbour, but our on intereſt, and are 
unwilling to ſuffer any thing; we ſhall miſcarry, and be involved in greater 
troubles: But denying ourſelves, we ſhall loſe only a good deal of ven- 
ation; and inſtead of this, receive ChRIST, with all his ſpiritual and tem- 
poral bleilings, as ſar as we want them; which alone can make us chearful 
and happy. But whoſoever deſires to pleaſe the world in its taſte, ith 
his ſingularities,” ſeeking himſelf and his oon glory, cannot be a follower 
of Cartsr in this, and have boldneſs towards God. And how wall it he 
with them in the hour of death and judgment? By this every one, learned 


or unlearned, may try themielyes: whom do they pleaſe; Gop or the world? | 


\OING this, all- the reſt will be eaſy: If we kriow. that weare nothin . 
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Vnte you which belitwe be is precious, 1 PETE iis 7. 


£ 


> EADER put theſe few following queſtions to thine own heart, as in the pre- 
' ſenceof Gop z if thou canſt anſwer them affirmatively, doubt not thy real 

| ee in him, and in his great ſalvation. Is the Lord JESUS CuRISTH precious 
to me, as he is to all that believe? Once he was to me without form or comelineſs, 
and 1 ſaw no beauty in him; is he now to me the chiefeſt of ten thouſands, yea, 
"altogether lovely? Do I behold an infinite amiableneſs and glory in his perſon, a 
tranſcendent excellency in his righteouſneſs, an inexhauſted fulneſs in his grace, 
and an heaven of happineſs in his lo e? Dol eſteem him above every name, love 
him above every creature and thing, and value an intereſt in him before ten 
tbeuſand worlds ? Is the language of my ſoul, None but CurtsT, none but 
-CnrIsT?). © Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that 1 
deſire beſides thee. Is all the world, all that is admired in it, eſteemed by me as 
dung, and beheld with the greateſt contempt; when compared with a glorious 
Chars, the raviſhing ſweetneſs of his love, and the unſearchable riches of his 
grace? Do I with nothing ſo ardently, ſeek nothing ſo diligently, and rejoice in 
nothing ſo greatly, : as to win CyRi1sT, and be found in him? — Be this wy 
e Ws can 1 ſay, I want, I with, 1 aſk no mare ? 


\ $ 


Upon thy right hand did fland the queen in gold Opbir. 7 be ling s daughter ts 
all glorious within, her cloathing is of wrought gold. Hearken, O daughter, 
aud conſider, and incline thine ear; forget aiſo "thine own people and "thy Father's 


bouſe ; ſo. ſhall the King greatly defire thy beauty : * he ts " Ham 72 and wore 
ſhip thou bim, PSALM xlv. 9—11, 13. 


G O my ſoul ! that thy celeſtial Bridegroom does not require 

ornament, merit, worthineſs, and beauty of thy own : no, he 
will walk thee himſelf with his blood, he will adorn thee, and make thee 
truly amiable to himſelf and to his Father. O ſweet * eternal truth! 
He has loved and waſhed. me alſo from my fins in his own blood!“ He 
has, and I have in him, a more than angelical beauty. O the unſpeakable | 


fairneſs of this bridegroom and his ſpouſe! Why ſhould I not cleave to him 
alone, and love him above all others? 


He forms her beauties like his own ; 

He calls and ſeats her near his throne © 
Fair ſtranger, let thine heart forget 

The idols of thy natite ſtate, . 
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The King of ſaints, how fa'r his face, 
Adoru'd with majeſty ard grace ! 
He comes with bleſſings from above, 
Ano wins the nations to his love! 


zt his right hand our eyes behold 
The queen; e in pureſt geld; 
The world admites her heavenly dreſs, 
Her robe of joy and righteouſncis,. 


So ſhall the King the more rejoice 
In thee, the fav rite of his choieez 
Let him be lov'd and yet ador'd, 
| For he's thy maker and thy Long. 
E wa 
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7 vey that are curisr 3 ** erucified the fleſh, with the lofts and affefions 
thereof, GAL. v. 24. 


; | 
LTHOUGH the fleſh is alive ſtill, and frequently firs, yet it cannot 


of the fleſn we have to do as long as we live. This is the croſs we are 
to take up daily, and which either prevents many outward croſſes, or. at leaſt 
yields great comfort under them. The croſs being an extraordinary good 
means to Experience. the ſweetneſs of the word of Gop, thou muſt, always 
be ready and prepared for it, O my, ſoul. And if none comes from without, 
take care to break thy own will in every thing. Painful and hard as this 
may ſeem to be at firſt, yet it will certainly very ſoon grow eaſier, and be 
matter of real joy. Bleſſing and peace will attend thy ways and ſteps, that 
thou ſhalt glorify Gov for having been reſigned and guided, not by thy 
own, but by his good will and pleaſure. Self-will, on the other hand, creates 
nothing but vexation, trouble, and uneaſineſs It is puniſhed by itſelf, deprives 
uF of all real bleſlings; and therefore deſerves, and is beſt to be broke and 
crucified in its firſt motion, 


Still I feel a fleſbly put, ; Break, O break this heart of one : ; 
Much corruption in ray Trart; Form it for thy uſe alone; 3 
Ob! I am very vile irderd, ; Bid cach vanity depart z 


5 4 


Of thy blood 1 ſure have need, | Build thy temple in my heart. 


fulfil its deſires, becauſe it is faſtened to the croſs: With the crucifying 
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And the Lok p had reſpect unto Abel, and to his r But unto Cain, an 55 
Mering, be bad no reſpect, GEN. iv. 4, 5; 
„ ERE are two brothers bringing each of them an oblation to the Lon h. 
; | Cain as an huſbandman, brought of the, produce of the ground he culti- 
vated; Abel, as a ſhepherd, ſome of the firftlings of his flock, with the fat of 
them; cenſequently both believed there was a God that made the world, and was 
to be worſhipped ; and yet one was accepted, the other rejected. Cain's facri- 
fice was wholly euchariſtical, or a thank-offering to Gob, for the bleflings of his 
providence. Abel's was not only of the euchariſtic, but of the expiatory kind; 
and while It was an expreſſion of gratitude for the bleſſings of Providence, it was 
alſo typical of the atonement by CHRIST, and expreſſive of his hopes of redemp- 
tion through him. But what made the chief difference between them was, that 
Cain preſented his offering while his heart Was withheld, and without faith in 
CHRIST, ſo was of the wicked one: Abel brought both his perſon and ſacrifice 
an offering to the Lok p; he preſented his oblation, and performed the other 
parts of worſhip with faith in Gop and the promiſed Saviour, and with ſincerity; 
humility, and love: thus Cop had reſpect to him and his offering; accepted firſt 
his perſon as juſtified, tl:en his offering; but neither the perſon nor offering cf Cain 
found acceptance with God. Reader, mark the difference; by this Abel ſpeaks 
to thee: Art thou in a ſtate. of. acckptance with Gop by faith in JESUS? Is thy 
whole dependence for pardon and life on CHRIS crucified? Doft thou obey froma 


b. in ciple of love? Then thou (halt be bleſſed withr ighteous Abel hore: and for ever. 
TS F 2 | 


— 


—— 


—— — 


— 9 7 * N — r 
1 n wo. * 1 5 Wee pu n — . 
—— n LU : — * * 8 1 . „ 1 4 * * 
WP 6 PO a a — —_ * 0 — 


— ma”. 9 r — 
CE 
SQ — ni 
2 hd 


Les 
i 2 
2 
1 h — — * 
— * 
pit _ * 
— —— * 


_ — ———— — — 


I = « | 
. he Ms 2 


= Rn 34. a 


= 
IF 
N 
x 1 
I 


— 


„ — 


* 


On 2 day ſtall the prieft —__ an atonement for you fo cleanſe you, , | that ye may be 
clean From all your fins be/, ore the Lox D. It all be a ſabbath of reft unto you, and 
Fe ſhall afidt your fouls by a flatute for ever, The life of the fleſh is in the bloog, 
— I, kawe given it to you upon the altar, to make an atonement for Jour fouls, 
or it is the bload that maketh- an atonement. for the foul, Lev. xvi. 30, $1, 
Chap. xvii. 11 : 
Q UR great day of atonement 18 that on which Cn RIST ſhed his blood for us on 
4 the croſs, and thergby made an atonement for us. Now if it was neceſſary 
for the Iſraelites to affſict their ſouls, and chaſtiſe the bodies on their great day of 
atonement, how much more. ought. we to pray for humility and repentance, as the 
evidence of gur intereſt in the propitiation made by Cyz1sT JESUs? And as they 
abſtained from all labour on that day, when the high prieſt alone was employed, 
ſo ſhould we abſtain. from all our ſinful works, and particularly from all ſelf- 
ſufficiency. of righteouſneſs, and ſcek our falvation only in the meritorious blood 
of atonement ſhed by our High- prieſt; for the life of our ſouls is in the blood 
of Jesus. O my Redeemer, may I, with an afflicted ſoul, ever ſeek my atone- 
ment. life, and ſalvation in thy blood and death; and may I he down and rife 
up, in full confidence that 1 am pardoned through thy blood, 


Father, Gon, who ſeeſt in me Io that full atonement made, 
Only lin and miſery, To that ut moſt ranſom paid. 

See thine on anvinted One, | | Hear his-blood's prevailing cry; 
Look on thy beloved Son! | Let thy bowels then reply; 


Turn from me thy glorious eyes, Then through him the ſinner” ſee; 
To that bloody ſacrifice, | Then in Is Us look on me, 


M AI N En Bs 


2 * grace of Gop-1 Jam aobat I am; 1 Cox, xv. 10. 


10. 69 


BE this my. mation both as to * natural and ſpiritual life; how elſe 
could 1 have exiſted at all? Had not foreknowledge planned, and 
wiſdom contrived, and power put every atom together, and fixed my ſcene 
of action, 1 had never been here. Nor is this Goo of TEE: leſs to be 
ſeen in every motion of my ſoul towards him: had not every ſpring 5 5 
in him, this table on which L lean had felt as much bias 70 dat him as I 

The firſt check of conſcience, the firſt thrill of fear, the firſt view of ltr; 
the firſt tear of penitence, were all his own; the firſt drawings of the Spirit, 
the firſt ſight of CR IST, the firſt dawn of hope, were all his own; every 
ſucceeding ftep in the path of duty, every attainment in grace, every victory 
over the world and fin, eveiy evidence and token of the ſafety of my ever- 


laſting ſtate, and every ſweet interval of communion I have had With him, 


were {till all his own; ard the laſt labour of love, the laſt act of faith, and 
conqueſt over fin, death, and hell, together with an admiſſion into eternal 
glory, muſt. and ſhall be all his own likewiſe. The ſpring is Love; the 
mean is CHRIST; the footing firm; © the headſtone ſhall be brought forth 


with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it;“ and grace ſhall be crowned 
with n glory. 


1 gy „ - 


44 12 


70 nen H/ 11. 


The lowe of CHRIST confiraineth us, becauſe wwe thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then avere all dead; and that he died for all, that they who live ſhould not 
henceforth Iive unto themſebver, but unto him who wm "or them and. roje aguin, 

2 2 Cor. v. 14, 15 A 


©4434 


F the lave and power 6f 005 18 ſhall coofiitin us, we muſt needs be 
always meditating and relying on him and his death, This will cut 


off all workings of our own, and make room for CHRISH to work every 
thing in us and through us. O Loan, may thy love on the croſs fire my 


frozen heart alſo; that I may now begin to love and to praiſe thee purely 


and fervently, and to offer my whole life up to thee as an entire ſacii- 


fice of love. 


' Raiſe your triumphant ſongs | Now finners dry your tears, 
To an immortal tune; . Let hopeleſs ſorrows ceaſe; 
Let the wide earth refopnd the deeds | Bow to the ſceptre of his love, 
Celeſtial grace has done, | And take the offer'd peace, 
Sing how eternal love Con d, we obey thy call; 
Its chief Beloved choſe; We lay a humble claim 
And bid him raiſe our wretched race To the ſalvation thou haſt brought, 


From their abyſs of woes, | And loye and praife thy name, 


Wh 
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Whatſoewer thy hand fndeth to do, do it avith thy might; for there is no work, nor 
device, norkuowledge, nor wiſaom, in the grave iether thou goof, E EccLEs., ix 510. 


— 


HE buſineſs of life is to glorify Gop, and to work out our own lation; - 

all other concerns are ſubordinate to theſe; © the time is ſhort; as the tree 
falleth ſo it lieth 3” and where death ftrikes' down, there Gon lays out, either for 
mercy or maſery : ſo that I may compare it to the red ſea; if I go in an Iſtaelite, 
my landing ſhall be in glory, and my rejoicing. in triumph, to ſee all mine ene- 


mies dead upon the ſea-ſhore ;-but if I go in an Egyptian, if I be on this fide the 


cloud, on this fide the covenant, and go in hardened among the troops of Pha- 
raoh, jullice ſhall return in its full ſtrength, and inundation of judgment ſhall 
overflow my ſoul for ever. Or I may compare death to the fleep of ten virgins, 
of whom it is ſaid, © They all ſlumbered and flept;** we ſhall all fall into this ſleep: 


Now if I lie down with the wiſe, I ſhall go in with the bridegroom ; but if I ſleep 


with the foohſh, without oil in my lamp, without grace in my foul, I have cloſed 


the gates of mercy upon me for ever. I ſee then this life is the time wherein 


i muſt go forth to meet the Lo p; this is the hour wherein 1 muſt do my work, 
and that the day wherein I muſt be judged according to my works. I know 
not how ſoon 1 may fall into this ſleep; therefore, Loxp, grant that 1 live every 
day in thy fight, : as 1 deſire to appear the laſt day in thy preſence. 


os, 


ws; * 


4 
Ri 
” 


reer T3: 


Sin ts a n to any people, Prov. xiv. 34. 


B* not deidived therefore with falſe notions af Faith. 
D true faith, no ſin has dominion. A man having no feeling of the def. 
perate wickedneſs of his heart, may imagine he has faith enough; but being 


once convinced of that, he ſoon perceives that it is the hardeſt thing in the 


world to believe; it requires the ſame power by which Cngisr was raiſed 
from. the dead. St. Paul moſt emphatically deſcribes it with fix remark - 
able words, Er He i. 19, 20. How then can any man think it an eaſy mat- 


ter to believe; © the dreadful bliadneſs· and ſecurity which * the world 


runs weer may the ora open their . N * Li 


I'm, like a helpleſs-captive, fold 

Under the power of (az... 

I] cannot do the good I would, 
Nor keep my conſcience clean, 


9 "og D, how te my ; rhake! ente wa, ] 
And felt no inward dtead! 
I was alive without the law, 
And thought my fins were dead, 


My hopes of heav'n were firm and brighe; 
But fince the precept came 
Win a conv'ncing pow'r and light, 
1 find how vile I am, 


My Gov! I cry with ev ry breach 
For ſome kind pow*r to ſayve, 
To break the yoke of ſin, and death, 
| And thus rederry the fave. 


Where there is 
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Ar the commandment of the Lok p the children of Iſrael journeyed, and at the com- 
mandment of the LoR D they pitched: and in the place obere the cloud abode, there 
the children of Iſruel pitched their tents. And auben the cloud tarried long be the 
tabernacle many days, then the children of Yracs kept the charge” of be Lon, 
and journeyed not, NUMB. ix. 18, 19 


Tab the ſpiritual Iſraelites; they mould not notichunts or undertzke any 
thing from their own will, leſt confuſion and diſappointment ſhould 
encompals every path. The unconveried are full of their own will; how 
ſhould they ſucceed? They are bewildered-here, and run into perdition. 
eternally, Sometimes the faithſul may, with a good deſign, when they are. 
engaged in a good work, anticipate the will of Gop, and not wait for his 
counſel, and yet the Liraclites journeyed not, though the cloud tarried many 
days, and they might imagine they were loling time on their journey. O 
my God, grant that in all things, even in my beſt works, 1 may be guided 
by thine eve, and wait for thy counſel with a reſigned tranquillity : may I 
ſpeak or be filent, work or reſt, when and as thou wilt; then ſhall my wage 
be bleſt, and thou wilt never leave me nor: forſake me. 


My Gov, the ſteps of pious men | I chooſe the path of heav'nly truth, 
Are ordered by thy will ; And glory in my choice 
Tho' they ſhould fall, they riſe again, Not all the riches of the earth, 


Thy hand ſupports them _ {| _ Cou'd make me ſo rejoice 


Kn 
In bim was life, and the li fe was the light of man, Jokx i bs '$ 5 


Wisent notional knowledge men may have of divine truth a8 they 
are dottrinally propoled in the 1cripture, yet if they know them not 
in their reſpect unto the perſon of CIS, as the foundation of the counſels 
of God; if they diſcern not how they proceed from him, and center in him, 
they will bring no ſaving ſpiritual light unto their underſtandings; for all 
ſpiritaal life aud light is in him, a: Pens wo hm alone r THE 4Fo-once between. 


believers and unbelievers, 2s te k. ewido} 15 not g much in the mallter of 
their knowledge, as in the manner of 118 rhe; 5 0 ErS, 1 TEC of inem 
may know more, and be able to fav m f, and Will, 
than many believers ; but thev e roth mpias they dug e n a 


right manner, nothing ſpirituelly and. „ hear 
venly light. Ihe exceilency of a be! hat he hath large e Ted 
Hons. of things, but that What he to6 J apprehend: Which may 57 be 
Very little, he ſees it in the light of the ri of Gov, i , foul) tranſ- 
forming light. And this is that Which g us communion with i God,” and 
not prying thoughts, or curious raiſed notions. 
give me to increaſe every day, 


In this ke ledge,” Lap 


— — 
— 
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We then that are frrong, ought to bear the tmfirmities of the 3 and not to 5 
ourſelves, ROM. xv. 1. Conjidering. thyſelf, left thou alſo be tempted, Gar. V. Is 
Who art thou, that Judgeſt another man's ſervant f ROMA xiv. 4, 


( Xtraordinary quickenings and ſtrengthenings being often followed by par- 
ticular temptations, conflicts, and ſufferings, require a particular watchful- 
neſs, if we would be earneſt not to provoke the LorD to viſit us with ſore puniſh- 
ments for our careleſſneſs, Fear therefore, rejoice with trembling, and ſecure thy- 
ſelf from falling, by tempering thy joy with true humility and gentleneſs towards 
the faults of others. Be never ſohigh-minded, O man ! at the miſcarriage of others, 
as to think thou wouldeſt not do ſo, ſhould it happen to be thy caſe; for if God 
does not hold thee up himſelf,” thou wilt ſurely make greater miſtakes. There- 
fore thou hadſt better not look upon others, but upon thyſelf; and, for fear of fal- 
ling, be continually watchful in prayer. A great many would not have fallen fo 
deep, had they been truty humble and more charitable m judging of others. He 
who exalteth himſelf above others, and does not bear with the weak, is ſome- 
times humbled and debaſed under the very weakeſt of all. Bear therefore, ſinoe o 
bears with thee: And he that bears moſt with others, ſhews the greateſt ſtrength. 


Make us of one heart and mind, 

_ Counteous, pitiful, and kind, 
Lowly, meek in thought and "word, 
Altogether like our Logo, 


Jzsv, Logo, we look to thee, 
Let us in thy name agree 
Each to each unite, endear, 


Come, and "uU thy banner here, 
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7 beu art my rock and my fortreſs; therefore for thy name's ſake lead me and guide 
me, PSALM xxxi. 4. They /hall come with Weeping, and with Jupplications will 
I tend them: I will Jay's them to wwalk by the rivers of water in a flraight 
| oY wherein they ſhall not tumble; for I am a Father to Iſrael, IE x. xxxi. 9. 
E that comes in this manner, will certainly be led of Gop. Now, O Lonkp, 
Lam blind, and heartily deſire alſo to be directed by thee alone in all my 
3 ſte ps, in great and little things. Suffer me never to follow my own ſpirit 
and natural inclinations, whatever good appearance they may have. Be pleaſed 


and e 
to eroſs them continually, whenever they are contrary to thy will; often have away 
deen deceived by falſe appearances already; my zeal has not wipe been ac- peace 
cording: to knowledge; I have put natural paſſion in the place thereof, and 8 
thought I was contending. for the faith once delivered to the ſaints, and have N 


' _ afterwards found it no better than the effect of a party ſpirit. Be then a Father affect 


to me, O LoxD, and inſtruct thy n child i in all neceflary truths, and lead 
me in all thy righteous ways. 


Hence 

: 6 And 

Thou art my portion, O my Gon 5 Now Tam ne, for ever thine 3 | | My 4 

Soon a6 I know thy way, WS O ſave thy ſervant, Lon p; And 

| My heart makes haſt obey thy word, Thou art my ſhield, my hidingplace; Darkne 

4 And ſuffers no delay. My hope i is in thy wörd. 2 

4 If once I wander from thy path, Thou haſt inelin'd this heart of mine | Till ſov 

j I think upon my ways, Thy ſtatutes tofolfil ; D ſpe 
! Then turn my feet to thy commands, And thus till mortal life ſhall end, 7 

i And ttuſt thy pard'ning grace, Would 1 perform thy will. | 


N A R H H 18. 


| Thi hou wilt keep" him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is 1 on thee, becauſe he trufletÞ 
in thee. Trufl ye in the Lox p for ever: for in the Lox JeHovan is everlaſting 


flrength, IsA1.. xxvi. g, 4. Let him take bold of my Arengtb, that he may make 


Peace with me, and he ſhall make of ons With me, _ xxvli. 5. 


„ 
* 
* 


Fe enjoy an undiſturbed peace, great care is to be taken that we do not 
look and depend upon any thing in ourſelves, ſince all is but imperſe&, 


and ever will be ſo. We are to truſt only in the Lamb of Gos, which takes 
away the fin of the world, to feed our ſouls continually in this goſpel of 
peace, and be ever watchful, faithfal, quiet, and humble: for we never loſe 
any ching of our Pee; except it is ſtolen by lome pride, or other unguarded 


affectious. Ts 08 2 
Hence from my foul (ad thoughts, be gone, O, what immortal joys I felt, 
And leave metq my 2993 ; And raptures all divine, 8. 
My tongue ſhall triumph in my gen, 5 When JES us told me 1 was Hrs, 
And make a joyful noiſe, And my beloved mine. 
Darkneſs and doubts had veil'd my mind, In vain the tempter frights my ſoul, 
And drown'd my head in tears, . And breaks my peace in vain 
Till ſov' reign grace with ſhining razs One glimpſe, dear Saviour, of thy face, 


D.ſpell'« my gloomy fears, Revives " Joys * 
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| Thy maler is thine huſband; the Lox D of hoſts is his name. The ranfomed e Lo 
hall return, and come to Zion with ſongs, and everlaſling Joy upon their heads, 
ISA. hv. LL Chaps! XXXV. 10. 


all fell a commending Cyrus, ſome for his pcrſonage, ſome for his power, ſome 
for his clemency, * Tigranes aſked his wife, What thinkeſt thou of Cyrus? Is 
he not a comely and a proper man, of a majeſtic preſence ? Truly ſaid ſhe, I 
know not what manner of man he is, I never looked on him. Why, ſaid he, 
where were line eyes all the while? Upon whom didſt thou look? I fixed mine 
eyes, faid the. all the while upon him, (meaning her huſband) who, in mine hear- 
ing, offecd to Cyrus to lay dewn his life for my ranſom.” And thas, if any queſ- 
tion the devout ſoul, whether ſhe be not enamoured with the beauty of Cherubims, 
Seraphims, Angels, and ſaints, with the pomp and ſplendour of that heavenly 
court; ner We ese will be that cf Pigranes's wife, „That ſhe never did fo 
much as caſt a look upon them, becaute her eyes were never off him, who not 
only Mered to lay, but actually did lay down his life for her, and ranſomed her 
from ali her enemies with his own blood; ” «Whom ſhould the have in heaven 
but him, who had none on z carth but her?“ 


HEN Cyrus took the kink of Armenia, and his ſon Tigranes, and their 
1 wives and children, priſoners, and upon their humble ſabm iſſion, beyond 
all hope, gave them their liberty and their lives; in their return home, as they 


W 


love thee eternally and keep wy ſtatutes. 
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Wau ſhalt bade no inbaritance's in their land, neither ſhalt thou have any pare among 
them. 1 am thy part and tbine inheritance, NUMB. xviii. 20. 


HO has and loves the Lon D Jesus, finds unſpeakable more delight, 
, honour, and riches in him, than in all other things. Then all is will. 
ingly denied for his ſake, and this denial ſprings from faith. Now, O Loxp! 
thou art my All alſo, and to draw near to thee is my greateſt happinels, 
This ſhall be my treaſure and portion, that thou loveſt me, and I deſire to 


Then let the wildeſt ſtorms ariſe, 
In life's uncertain path I ſtand: Let tempeſts mingle earth and ſkies; 
Saviour divine ! diffuſe thy light, No fatal ſhipwreck ſhall I fes , 

To guide my doubtful footſteps right. But all my treaſure with me bear. 


Beſet with ſnares on e ry hand, 


Engage this roving treacherous heart, If thou wy Jesvus ſtill art nigh, 


Great God! to chüſe the bettero “t; Chearful I live, and chearfui die; 
To ſcorn the trifles of a day, 
For je vs that none can take away. 


Secure, when mortal comforts nee. 
To find ten thouſand worlds in hee. 
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Likewiſe the Spirit alſe helpeth our inſirmities, for aue know not what awe ſhould 75 

pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itfelf maketh interceſſion for us, Ro viii. 26. T 

OD is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and whot 

4 j in truta;” Gop hath many worſhippers on particular occations, who can= up tc 
not be called fpiritual worſhippers : Take, for inſtance, the prayers of wicked reaſo 
vi | men under their con victions, or their fears, troubles, and dangers, and the prayers urg 

5 ef behevers. The former is merely an outery that diſtreſſed nature makes to the enjoy 

| Gopof it, and as ſuch alone it conſiders him; but the other is the voice of the "MM; 
H,pirit of adoption, addreſſing itſelf in the hearts of believers unto God as a Fa- \ LOVES 
mier. Wo to profeſſors of the goſpel, who ſhall'be ſeduced to believe, that all them 
_ they have' to do with Gop confitts in their attendance upon moral virtue; it is the 
* Mt for them fo to do, who, being weary of chriſtianity, have a mind to turn pa- time 
gans; but our fellowſhip is with the Father, and his Son JESUS CuRisT," year. 
under the promiſed workings and interceſſions 0 the Spirit; for by them alone mou 

. Ae the love of the Father, and the fruits of the mediation of the. Son communi— a vir 
cated unto us, without which we have no intereſt or comfort in them; and by the dar! 
influences of the Spirit alone are we enabled to make any acceptable returns of abov 

| obedience to God. To exclude the internal 1 of the Holy Ghoſt, is to eterr 

f 0 deſtroy the goſpel. 6 


75 
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1 be only an almoſt chriſtian, is a very hard thing; but to be a chriſtian 


whole CHRIST, his whole ſalvatic n and all that 1s his, muſt needs give t! * lves 


ourſelves unhappy; but the more we are reſign'd to him, the more we are fit to 
enjoy him and nis ſpiritnal Dleſhngs. a 
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Eve man that ſtri. veth for a maſtery 25 temperate in all 2 : now they do it to 
obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible, i Cor, ix. 25. For, He 
that overcometh ſpall inherit all thi 1235, REV. K*. 75 


altogether, makes all eaſy and pleaſant. And ſuch as dehre to have the 


up to him, not only | in part but wholly, ers. to that fundament al a nd moſt 
reaſona dle rule; „All for all.“ And as far as we deny him any thing; we make 


Many would ſooner be perſuaded to follow CHRITSJ, if it was enough to ſerre 
him by halves, and reſerve ſome things to thewielves. But what could that profit 
them? CuRr1sT will not be ba-gain ed with and nothing more dangerous thay 

the dividing our hearts between him aud the wor! id, or waiting frem time t 
time for a2 more convenient cn to break through. Fhus you may live many 
years, and be neither cold nor hot; and ſo at laſt be ſpewed out of the LoD 
month. Conſider this well, G double- minded, lukewarm fouls! Chriſtianity re- 
quires great fimving, and Overcoming ali things, even our moſt favourite and 
darling ulis. Rouſe thbrefore thy drouſy heart; {pare thyſelf no longer; rife 
above te trifles of this world; fight the good ght of faith, and lay avid on e- 
eternal life, whereunto thou art called. | | 


Take away mv darling tin; | Force me, Logn, withall to part; 
Male «5 willing to be clean 3 FE + Tear all icols trom my heart; 
Make me willing to receive Let th-4, y power on me be PURE. 3, 


V lat ih) geenmnels wait: tc gives G Take av ey the heart cf une. 


\ 
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A new commandment give TI unto yon, that je lobe one anotber; as I have lou. 
| ed you, that ye alſo love one another, JOUN xili. 34. 


LL the commandments of God are commandments of love, tending to 
our real good and great happineſs, far from being grievous to thoſe 

who have faith and love; the practice thereof is life 5. peace. The world 
may think it a grievous burden; but this is a great miſtake indeed, Sin is 
grievous. In hatred , envy, anger, rev venge, pride, there 1s nothing but tor- 
ment and ilavery; but in love there is ſweet reſt and alias, Thus a 

faner always puniſhes himſelf, and is robbed of great peace and blelling, 
by tranſgreſſing the commandments of Gop. 
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Savnrove, look down with pitying eyes, With cords of love th* old Adam bind, 


Our jarring wiis controbl; And mel him into joy, 
Let cor6:2), kind affect ons r. ſe, 


And harmonize the ſoul, Us inte cloſeſt union draw, 

| And in our inward parts 

d baue! n vs *hea corsa! mM Dd, Let Kindnels ſwectly write her law, 
Its «nm 17 denroy, Let love command our heal ts. 
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One thing is ncedful. And Mary has choſen that good part, which ſhall never be 
taken away from ber, LUKE x. 42 

V F muſt not pretend to ſerve Gop with only going to church and doing 
| other acts of outward devotion; whilſt we are dead and cold, our rei. 
gion is vain. Who firit by faith ſeeks grace from the words of CH IST, like 
Mary, is ſerved by CHRIST; and this conſtrains him to ſerve Him and his neigh- 
bour, readily again. It is almoſt impoſſible for ſuch to go on in haughtineſs, envy, 
hatred, and Aiden e Grace and faith will reſiſt it, and make them lowly, Sen- 
tle, willing, obedient, active, without relying on any works of their own, 
He that obtains CHRIST, the one thing needful, receives with him all the reſt, 
and has no more need to be troubled about many things; he being our All, we can 
always live happily, whereas the children of this world muſt always be cumbered 
and divided between fears and hopes about their fate, In vanity we ſhall never 
find this good part; neither is there e any ſalv ation in the works of the law. Faith 
alone takes hold of it. And whoever withdraws his heart and ſenſes from the noiſe 
and buſtle of this world, and anietly looks for ſalvationin the wounds of CKRIS r, 
the bleſſed fountains of blood and water, will certainly find it his better part. 
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The one thing neediul. that good part, | Ho 1 may have my Gns forgiv*n, | 
Which Mary choſe with all her heer:, Ai.d ſafe, and ſuiely get to neav'n, = 
1 world purſue with n-art and mind, Ii en in CnRIST thi treaſure lies, } 
And ſeek vnweary | "gs till 1 find, Phat goodly pear} of 10 great price; 

OLorD my Gp, to thee I pray, 2 No Other way but ChalstT there is 

Teach me to kaow and find h: way, BY end ifs happincis and bliſs, G 2 


| 
: 
1 
1 
1 1 2 
- = 
' oo 
7 


> 
ww 


— 


4 
2 tn 
_—_ —ͤ p 


— 
* p * 3 
n 


* — 


_ _- 
> IM. IS 
— 
* 2 * 


84 M A rk 25. 


Purge me with hyfop, and I ſhall be clean; waſh me, and I Hall be evhiter than ſnowy; 

Ps AL. Ii. 7. Hide thy face from e e and vor out all mine iniquities, ver. 2. 
Though your fins be as ſcariet, they ſhall be as wwhite as ſacav ; ; Hoe they be red 
like crimſon, they ſhall be as awoel, Is A. 1.1% I hawe blotted out os a thick cloud 


thy tranſgrifiens, and as a cloud thy fens ; return unto me, for 1 have redeemed 
' thee, chap. xliv. 22. 


49, E muſt not kezp away from Carisr on account of our ſtuml lings 
and manifold faults, if we will not come under the law again; but 
by humbling ourlelves directly we ate to crave pardon | in his blood; by de- 

laying this, our caſe will be worſe. But the ſooner it is done, the rt wh 
ſhallbe ſorgiven The Loxp not imputing thote ns to us which are fincere 
repented 2 8 our foul returns to its ret again And inſtead of ſallina into car— 
nal rn (as forme may think) it will rather ſtrengthen our faith, and 
make us more conlident. Haſten, therctore, and come as ſoon and as well as 
thou canſt. He will receix e thee, 1 thou Ccank but creep. 
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SN 
O Lonp. 1fall & het ere thy face; Iters, my Cop, th; blood alone 
My cnle ref 22 is thy grace! SEE power ft cent to atone ; 
No blez.&'rg * BY rer Fd nor fea, ny Hood can make me white as ſnow z 
2 hy 1 5 1 , . 
Can walk tlie diſmal it ia away, N) Jewith types could cle; tale wie ſo. 
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, Deliver us from ewil, MATT. vi 13.— Divine Anſwer; Fear not for I have re- 
: deemed thee; I have called thee £ thy name, thou art mine. When thou paſſeft 
1 through the waters, I will be avith thee; and through the rivers, they ſhall not 
4 overflow thee : When thou walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt ; nei- 
1 ther ſhall the flame Kindle upon thee, Is A. xl. 1, 2, CHRIST has by 4 on 


blood once entered into the holy place; having obtained eternal redemption Jor us, 
HEB. ix. 12. 


1 HIS redemption is the ground that we are delivered daily, and at 
| laſt ſhall be delivered from all evil Who loths and deteſt- not only the 
evil puniſhment, but eſpecially the evil of {in itſelf, and earneſtly 7 8 55 * 


1 ter the Redeemer, has faith already, and lin has loſt its dominion. And though 
1 he may be tempted with it ſevercly, yet he is under the law no more; for 
da the reigning power ofſin being broke, the law has loſt its condemning power | 
1 alſo, we are delivered from the power of the evil one, and we may be ſure 


of a continual, nay eternal redemption. We may often feel the evil, but be 


as often delivered from it allo. 
8 
Thy ſolemn vows are on me, Lord ; Thou haſt ſecur'd my ſoul from death, 
Thou ſhalt receive my praiſe; | ; O {ſet thy pris'ner free! 
13] fng, © How faithful is thy word! That heart and hand, and life and RE 
How righteous all thy ways, *' May be employ d for thee, 
G 3 
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"Stir up the gift of Gop which is in thee, 2 TIM. i. 6. PSsALM Ixii, 8. 


H 27. 


2 SAM. Vil. 12, 28. 


OW can this be done ?—Anſwer; By looking as well upon thy own 
poverty and wants, as upon the riches of grace, which 1s in C1 RIST, 
for thee, and ſo drawing near to God, r him in faith. But it is not 
enough to do this once for all, or now and then only, it 1s to be thy daihy 
work. One day's omiſſion may greatly hurt thy ſoul. Eſpecially the morning 
hours are very proper for this purpoſe, Theſe muſt directly be laid hold on 
to converſe with Gop in prayer, beſore we meddle with any thing elie in 
our buſineſs, though ever ſo needful and important, for fear of being entan- 
gled and diſtracted perhaps the whole day. And to gather the more ſtrength ; 
draw as near to CHRIST as poſſible, and even wreſtle with him, as ih it was 
the laſt time. Four out thy whole heart before him; not giving over too 
loon; but be inſtant in thy ſupplications, at lealt 5 0 ee ene inward 
groanings, till thy heart burns within thee, and thou feeleſt the quickening 
influence of his grace and Spirit, Then great care is to be taken to prelerve 
this bleſſing and firength in a qu? ei and well- compoled mind, examining 


thyſelf frequently, eſpecially at nights, how the day has been lpent. 


u ust my hands, 1 1 raiſe my voice, 


'Whicc 1 Rug breaths to pray or pta.ſe; 


This work ſhall make my heart rejoice 
And ſpend the remnant of my Gays, 
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Por one that uſetb milk, is unſtilful in the word of righteouſneſs; for he is a 
| babe, HEB. v. 17. 


1 apoſtle, with ſome ſeverity of expreſſion, tells the Hebrews, or 


converted Jews, to whom he wrote, that inliead of being capable of 


ſtrong meat, or attaining to the per fection of chriſtian doctrine, and being 


kKilful in the word o! unrivhicoul neis, they choſe to continue babes in 
knowledge; and, lite children; had all their work to begin again. It is 


therefore a matter of the greateſt importance to know w at that word of. 


righteouſneſs 1 is, in which "they were unſkilful, not having their ſenſes ex- 
erciied to diſcern between good and evil, truth and error. Let it only be 
oblerved. that they were looking back to the Law, and conſequently in 
danger of returning to the point of juſtification by it, and that del on of this 
epiſtle was to keep them ſtedfaſt in the ſaith ; and it will appear at once, 
that the rignteoufnels which they were ignorant of, or ready to reject, is 


that of CHI R1ST, „ who by one offering,” the finiſhing act of his obedience, 


& hath perfected tor ever them that are ſanctified, Hes. x. 14. How 
many at all times, who have the name and appearance of well- grown 
Chriſtians, are jul! ſich babes as the Hebrews were; and have the fame 
need to be told that they are un{kilful in the word, reaſon, or ground of a a 
juſtifying righieouſnels, __ exhorted to go on to perſection P 
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Spirit they are revealed in us. External revelation by the word, and inter- 
nal by the Spirit, are both neceſſary to ſalvation. Though Paul was ſeparated 
from his mother's womb to be called by the grace of Go; yet he had not an 
inward revelation of Jesus CuRIsT to his heart, till he heard the external 
word of CHRIST with bis ear ſaying, < Saul, Saul, way perſecuteſt thou me?“ 
ACTS ix. 4. Hence lexrn to prize both the outward teſtimony of the word, 
and the inward teſtimony of the Spirit. The Goſpel is a revelation of JIESus 
CHRIST, without which we could never have known, nor underſtood, that our 
ins areatoned for by the blood, eur perſons juſtified by the 1gnteouſneſs, and 
our fouls everlaſtingly redeemed and ſaved by the work of CukisT. Is this 
kn 1owledge by this revelation all that is neceſſary to ſalvation? No: p<r;0n3 
may attain a notion of theſe things in the head, and underſtand fomewhat of 
them, -and yet the heart be without precious faith in, and 3 appropria— 
tion of CHRIST, deſtitute of the love of CHs r, and af any ſaving hope in him, 
Profeſſor, look weil to it: many bave ſaid, Lok p, LOD, and have heard 
CuRls'r preached in the ſtreets, who little expected to ' meet with this rebutf 
from him. © I know not whence ye are; depart, ye workers of iniquity : 
many heard the goſpel preached in Theſſalc nica, but they alone were bleſſed, to 
whom it came with power, and 1 in the Boy Ghoſt, ard 1 in much aſſurance,” 
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Eo our goſpel came not unto you in word only, but alſo in power, 1 TH Ess. 1. 5. 


Y the Goſpel, the Son of Gop and divine truths are revealed to us, by the 


M Xx RC I 


Jo reveal his Son in me, GAL. i. 16. 


Fan hence begins ſpiritual life, a life from Gop, in Gos, with Gop, 
and to Gov. The chief glory of our fouls is the revealing of CHrtIsT 
in us. O for the reviving comfort of this, while we conſider it. To reveal 
CuR1sT in us, is to make ſuch a clear dilcoverv of the matehleſs charms ; 
and ineſtimable glory of his perſon to our fouls, which we never ſaw beſore, 
ſo thac our hearts are enamoured with him; we choole him, love him, de- 
light in him, and cleave to him in all his offices and characters. For by the 
eye of our jou! we behold his glory, the glorv as of the only begotten of 
the Father,. full of grace and truth, to us miſerable {inners; hence he is the 
one beloved of our ſouls, Without this revelation of Jesus CHR IST in us, 
alas! What is all external proſeſion? no more than mere talk, dry ſormal- 
ity, and heavy drudgery. O my ſoul, O my dear. friends, be not content to 
live without a conſtant revelation of Cunt to your fouls, This makes the 
conſcience peaceful, the heatt happy, and the ſoul joyful. This inſpires 
love, fubdues luſt, captivates the affections, makes the whole man happy 
To Go o, and creates heaven in the foul. it Cui iST is within in the heart, 
all will be right and well without in the life. If you believe in CHRIS as 


revealed in the word, this blefled promiſe is for you; * I will manifeſt my- 


ſelf unto him, 


* 


Joux xiv. 21. 
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The blood Jesus CurisT cleanſeth us from all fin, 1 JOHN i. 7. 


| HATEVER we do of ourſelves, in anſwer to our convictions, is a 
| covering, not a cleanſing : and if we die in this condition, unwaſh- 
ed, uncleanſed, unpurified, it is utterly impoſhble that we ſhould be ad- 
mitted into the bleſſed preſence of the holy Gop, Rev. xxi. 279. Let no 


Joy unto Gon. Unleſs you are waſhed by the Spirit of Gop, and in the 


tranſgfeſſions, you ſhall not inherit the kingdom of Gos. 1 Cor. vi. 9—11. 
ea, you will be an horrible ſpettacle unto ſaints and angels, to yourſelves, 
and to one another, when the ſhame of your nakedneſs ſhall be made to 
appear. If therefore you would not periſh, and that eternally ; if you 
would not periſh as baſe, defiled creatures, an abhorring unto all fleſh, 
then, when your pride, and your wealth, and your beauty, and your orna- 
ments, and your duties, will ſtand you in no ſtead; look out betimes af- 
ter that only way of purifying and cleanfing your fouls, which Gop hath 
ww ordained, * Without ſhedding of blood there is no remiſſion,” Hes. ix. 22. 
=_—_ © ihe biood of eus Curisr cleanſeth from all fin.” “Ve were re- 
= deemed not with corruotible things—but with the precious “ blood of 
Curisr, as of a lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot, 1 PET. i. 18, 19. 


man deceive you with vain words. It is not the doing a few good works, 
it is not an outward profeſſion of religion, that will give you an acceſs with 


blood of CHRIST, from the pollution of your nature, and from your actual 
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I do ſet my box in the cloud, and it ſhall be for a token of a covenant between me 
15 and the earth, GEN. ix. 13. 


HE rainbow is a token of the covenant of preſervation made with 
Noah. and with all the creatures of the earth; it is {table and ſure: 

it may be conſidered allo as an emblem of the covenant of grace, ISA. hive 
9, 10._or rather, it may be an emblem of ChRIST himſelf, Rev. x. 1. 
as appears in many particulars. The rainbow appears then when the 
clouds are moſt diſpoſed to wet, and returns after the rain; when we are 
afraid of the rain's prevailing, then Gop ſhews this ſeal of his promiſe 
that it ſhall not prevail; thus Gop ob» iates our fears when we weep for 
fin, and are afraid of a flood of wrath, by remembering the covenant of 
grace eſtabliſhed in I Es us. The thicker the cloud, afterwards the brighter 
the bow in the cloud; ſo when afflictions abound, contolations do much 
more abound. — The bow appears when one part'of the {ky is clear, which 


intimates mercy remembered in the midſt of wrath The rainbow is cauſed i} 


by the reflection of the beams of the ſun, ſo all the glory of the covenant 
of gra:e and the ſignificancy of the ſeals, are derived from Cunrsr the fun 
of righteouſneſs, — The bow ſpeaks terror; but this is without ſtring or ar- 
row, is directed upwards, and not to the earth. Gov looks upon che 
bow to remember his covenant ; fo ſhould we, that we may be mindful of } 
the covenant of grace with faith and thankſulnels. 
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God forbid that I ould glory, ſave in the Croſs of eur Lord IESUsS CHRIST, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me and] unto the world, GAL. vi. 14. 


True believer has nothing to glory in but CHRIST only. Even in 1 


his very beſt performances he will be often aceply humbled, and 


| 12 

f cry oat, © Loxp, enter not into judgment“ And well he may; for the _ 
ground of our glory, comfort, and ſalvation, is not in works, but in Caurism, 11 

1 | and the free grace of Goo ; who for his Son's ſake lays nothing to our a 
by | charge, but richly and daily covers and pardons all our iniquities. And b 
1 ä 1 
wus we may always be preſerved in true and ſolid peace; for the croſs of . 
= (Cu arr i is a true, ſolid, and immoveable. foundation, - 
When I ſurvey the wond'roup croſs, | His dying crimſon, like a robe, 5 

On which the Prince of glory dy*o, Spreads o'cr his body on the tree; | 

Fro My riche# gain I-covnt but lo's, Then 1 am dead ro all the globe, 4 
And pour centemp: on all my pride. | And all the olcbe is dead to me. | I 


Forbid it LoD. that TI fhoulJ boaſ, Were the whole realm of na'ure mine, 
Save in the death of ChaIsT my Gon; That wee a preſent far too ſmall: 

All the vain things that charm me moſt, Love ſo amazing, ſo divine, 

] facrifice them to his blood, | Demands my ful, my life, my All, 


A PF R 


m— Purifying their hearts by Jaith, ACTS XV. 9. 


) Y faith in the "ng of Gor we get an intereſt in his great and glo orious 
ſalvation; we are juſtified by faith; we have peace witn Gon by 
laith; this is an exceller grace, which brings s us out of a ſtate of ſlavery 
and ſin, into the liberty of the ons and daughters of „ob, and will due 
in ev erlaſting lalvation. Faith purihes the heart of man, naturaily vicious, 
and is the root of holineſs. Now, reader, examine yourlelf whether you | 
be in the faith try the tree by its fruits; aſk vourtelt theſe q neſtions: Flas 
my faith a purifying inJuence on my hes t? Does the YA x of Cuts 1ST dy- 
ing for ay ſins make me die unto them? las my fair in Cun ler, as 
wounded for my tranſgreſſions. and bru: SY for my inquities. made me 
R lament them. fincerely hate them ava vo to be the death of every f 
one of them? 1hough there may be till much fin in me, is there none WM 
allowed? Is there none, ro not one, no not that ſin wh.ch does early be et 
me, which ] deſired to be ſpared and excuſed in? Do i rather look Uupon'a all 
” as the enemy of nn st and mv own loul, and as ſuch, ao | hate 1t wiki 1} 
perfeck hatred ? Am „Hraying fervenily for. divine grace to ſabdue it; 8 
yy 1 the ſtrength 07 11 at Braces CO I TT1a! 'nta'n a conſtant and Vi orous if g 
war with it, determined never to give 11 a" re:t in my heart, never 0 | 
ceaſe my conflict with it till 1 have gained the com npleat and ev erlaſting 
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He ſhall cauſe them that come Jacob to take root. Iſrael ſhall bloſſom and bad. 
and fill the face of the world with fruit, Is A. xxvli. 6. They ſhell again take 


r 
— 


1 
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forth fruit in their old age: they ſhall be gat and ung, PSALM xcii. 14, 155 
Her leaf ſhall be green, and ſball not be carejul in the year of drought, neither 
* ceaſt from yielding fruit, JI ER. xvii. 8. 


o 
— x % 


RUE evangelical chriſtians look upon themſelves as the moſt barren 
Frees, ever crying out, O my leahnels! my-leannels!” Even be: 
ſore the judgment- ſcat of Cun 157 they know of no lruits, MATT, xxv. 39) — 
. The reaſon is, they are poor in (piri t, and are nat pleaied with their 
fruits, but only 1 18 CURIST. ON O, grant. that J may defire earneſtly 
and fervently to bring forth more fruits; and that I may grow in fruitful- 
neſs as I grow in years; ſo as to be ever green. and nes r cealing from 
yielding fruits in my old age, fruits which may laſt to all eternity, 
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Loxp, ti: 2 pleaſant thing to Rand 

In gardens planted by thy hand; 

Let me within thy ch urts be ſren, 

Like a young cedar fieſh and . | 


Time, that doth all th! ngs clie impar, 
Still mates them flourich frong a: id fair, 


Laden wiki fruits of age, they ſhew 
The Lon s holy, juſt and true; 
None that attend his gates ſhall fad 
A Go b unfaihſul or unkind, 


There grow the ſants is faith and! love, 
Bleſt wah thy t nfiucuce from above; 


root downward, and bear fruit upward, chap xxxvii. 41. They Jhail bring 
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7 he breaker is come up before them; they have broken up, and have paſſed through 
tbe gate: and their King (as the author and finiſher of faith) fall paſs bejore 
them, and the LORD on the head of them, MICAH 11. 13. Be of good chear, I 
la de overcome the world, JohN xvi. 33. HEB. Xii. I, 2. 


8 ETIMEs the enemy ſeems to get an advantage over us, but the 
battle is not over yet. At laſt thou ſhalt have the victory, and carry 
the day for all that. In hard ſtruggles remember the power of Caurrsr, 
who in his reſurrection broke through every thing. With him thou canſt 
alſo break through, and be more than conqueror. Yea, in every conflict 
thou canſt be ſure of the victory beforehand; for his: ictory i is thy victory 
alto. It is as impoſſible for thine enemies to keep thee always in bonds 
and e as impoſſible as it was that CHRIST could be kept in the 


grave by the ſtone, ſeal, and keepers, Nay, the greater their force is, the 
nore glorious will be the victory. | 


Hoſanna to our conqu' ring King! 1 Hoſanna to our conqu' ring King! 
The prince of dark els flies; All hail, incainate Love 

His troops ruſh headlong down to hell, Ten thouſand ſonzs and glories wait 
Like lightning from the ſkies, To crown thy head above, 

There bound in chains the lions roar ; Thy vict'ries and thy deathleſs fam? 
and fright the reſcu'd ſheep; Thro* the wide werld ſhall run, 

But heavy bars confine their paw'r And everlaſt nt; ages fing s 


And malice to the deep, Ihe triumphs thou haſt wen. 
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Brethren, I count not myſelf to have apprehended ; but this one thing I do, ſorgetting Let» 
thoſe things which are, behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things which are 
before, I preſs towards the. mark, for the prize of the high calling of GoD in | 
aer JESUS, PHIL. 11. 13, 14: JE 
O 
Els is the declaration cf the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, a man \ of the rich- zeal 
eſt experience in the things of Gop; he is till ſtretching every power, ex- hes 
exting every nerve in the ata of his foal happineſs. And whoever engages | 
in thoſe difficult paths, muſt keep in perpetual motion; there is no topping with- lays 
out loſing ground. He muſt conſider, that if his undertaking be glo:10us, it is has 1 
alſo laborious; that he has a ſtrong tide to ſtem, which, if he does not keep re- mod 
ſolutely advancing, will inevitabh bear him down the ftrezm. Paſt experiences becher 


may encourage bim, but muit not make him ſecure; if the dificulties to be n 
overcome be great, let him remember the prize of his high calling exceeds all * 
value. He therefore Loſe 1 noble ambition pines him on in purſuit of wiſdom 


and virtue, muſt not be diſcouraged at their amazing height; nor muſt he think | gs: 

do reit upon the ſteep aſcent of thoſe aſpiring mountains, w h ch hide their lofty Nor 1 
=_ tops in heaven; whither we mull Cc imb before we can reach them, ſecurely to The g 

161 fit down. and enjoy eternal happineſs and repoſe. O Lokp, thou haſt faid, O ma 
They that wait on thee, ſhill renew their Atonzth; they faall mount up with Smite 


e wings as eagles; they ſhall run and not be weary, they ſhall walk and not 


« taint;” I believe thy word, let it ve tulfllcg in me. Amen. 
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Let your moderation be known tinto all men, PHIL. iv g. 
love, edifieth, 1 Co R. vili. i. 


= 
* 
by 2 


For Charity, that is 


F thou rebukeſt others, and wouldeſt have them to be like thee, thou 
oughteſt to examine thyſelf firſt, whether it flows from a blind patty. 
zeal, impatience, and ſelf-will, or from a true principle of love; and whe- 
ther thou art alſo much in prayer for them, both before and after. Who 


lays the long-fufferings of Goo truly to heart, and confiders how gently he 


has treated him, and ſtill treats him, like the weakeſt child, muſt needs be 


moderate alſo towards all men, and think, * If no body would bear 
others, ſurely I muſt,” LORD! give me the right ſpirit of meek neſs, to 


with 


ſhew all TOY to my fellow-chriſtians; 


Watch o'er my. lips, and guard them, Logo, 
From ev'ry rath and heedlefs word; 

Nor let my feet incline to tread 

The puilty path where ſinners lead. 


O may the righteous, When I fray, 
Smite and reprove my wang ring way! 


| 


43 


| 


Their gentle words, like ointment ſhed, 
Shall never bruiſe, but cheer my head. 
When I behold them preſt with grief; 
I'li cry to heav'n for their relief; 

And by my warm petitions prove 


How much I prize their faithful love. 
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Put W my tears into thy bottle ; are they not in thy book ? PSALM vi. 8 —Divine 
anſwer; They that ſow in tears, ſhall reap in Joy.” He that goes r forth weeping, 


bearing precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again Wwith F(JOicin 25 bringing his 
ſheaves a oy PSALM cxxvi. Ss 6. 


T thou canſt reap yet, and e bymns of joy and triumph, remember 


that this belongs more to the future, than to this preſent wor 1d. Here 


ſorrow and faith can be united. Thine enemies have not leſt and given 
_ thee over yet. There is no retreat from the field of battle before the hour 
of death. Let this be a check to thine. impatient heart, But thou muſt 


be humbled under the ſenſe of thy miſery, fo as to ſigh, groan, and weep 
very often : conſider that this is the very ſeed for eternity. Not a ſingle 


tear and groan v will be loſt. They are all in the book of the ! LORD. * 


Con counts the ſorrows of his ſaintz, | Make drops of facred ſorrow riſe 
Their groan's affect his ears; ; 4 FA To rivers of delight, 


Te ha a bock for their complaints, Let thoſe that ſow in ſadneſs wait 
A bottle ſor their tears. | Till the fair harveſt come; 

The Lexp can Gear the darkeſt ſkies, | They ſhall confeſs their ſheaves are great, 
Can o_ us Cay fer night; | And ſhout the ble ſings h me, 


a 


The Lord bath heard my ſupplication, the LoRD will receive my prayer. The 
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LoRd alſo will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of trouble: And 
they that know thy name will put their truſt in thee ; for thou, Loxv, haft not 
forſaken them that ſeek thee. For the needy ſhall not always be forgotten; the. ex- 
peciation of the poor ſpall not periſh for ever, PSALM vi. 10. ix. 10, 11, 19. 


RY ne eng would receive comfort from theſe words, muſt firſt- be 
ſenſible of his poverty and miſery, and ſhew it by confeſling his 
ns, and feeling nothing in himſelf but indigence and unworthinels ; he: 
muſt come with all his poverty to the rich Saviour, and firſt aſk his forgive- 


nels. The Load will ſupply all his wants, however great his poverty and 
miſery may be, and protect him, eſpecially in time of need. And he-will 
not forſake or forget him; he may hope in him, and hope for the beſt 
from him; for a ſuſpicious heart always apprehends the worſt; neither 
his hope, nor his prayer, nor even a ſigh will be loit. O my Gov, grant 
me faith, that I may lay, the Lo RD heareth my ſupplication, the Loxp re- 
ceiveth my prayer. Praiſed be God, who hath not rejected my prayer, 
nor turned away his goodneis from me, but is my protector, and my hope, 


God hears when duſt and aſhes ſoeak; He faves us for his mercy's ſake, 
He pities all our groans And heaks our bre cen bones. 
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Lead us not into temptation, MATT. vi. 13.—Divine anſwer; Gop is faithful, 


" »Femptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it, 1 COR, x. 


HF nearer to heaven, the higher the mountains, the deeper thaval- 
= leys, and the ſharper the conflicts. But be not difcouraged! it is only 
for the trial of our faith. Goo gives alſo more ſtrength, carriech us through 
All, as be has done from the beginning, and ſuffers none to be aſhamed who 
traſt in him. Sometimes we may ſeem to be tempted above meaſure, ant 
are afraid of being confounded; but far from it, it is quite impoſſible we 
mould. Hear thou haſt the plain words of the Lox D. Jake hold on them, 
and wait his time; for ſince the world ſtands, none has been confounded in 
any thing who has waited for his promiſe; and ſurely he will not make 
hee the firſt inſtance of the failure of his word; by no means, PHIL. i. 10. 
ISA. liv. 10.“ Rather ſhall the mountains depart, and the hills be removed, 


„ ſays the Loxo, that hath mercy on thee.” 


Our Gop, how firm his promiſe ſtande, Thy Gov, is faithful to his ſaints, 
Ev'n when he hides his face | Is faithful to his Son. 


- He truſts in cur Redeemer's hands, Bereath his (mites my heart has hv'd, 
His glory and his grace, And part of heav*n poſſeſs'd; 
Then why, my foul, theſe ſad complaints, | O!] praiſe his name for grace receiv'd, 
Since CHRIST and we are one? And truſt him for the reſt, 


- 
4 


: «6>bo avill no? ſuffer you to be tempted abowe what ye are able, but will with the 


FTF | 
O ſatisfy us early with thy mercy, P8ALM xc. 14.— Gov's anſwer ; Open thy 
mouth wide, and I will fill it, Ps Al M Ixxxi. 10. For, my people Sall be ſatiſ- 
fied with my goodneſs, IER. xxxi. 14. The river of GOD ts full of waters 


PsaLM Ixv. 9. With joy ſhall ye draw water out of the wells of ſalvation, Is A. 
X11. 13. This is the fountain opened for fin and for uncleanneſs, ZECH. xiii. 1. 


Soul! Keep cloſe to the goſpel ; there is the fulneſs here ſpoken of: food 

and raiment, and every thing in plenty. Let not the law hinder thee 

from eating, drinking, rejoicing and adorning thyſelf, Is A. Iv. 1—3, 1012. 

The law, as one juſtly obſeryes, brings in a great bill, but nothing wherewith 

to diſcharge it. It ſets the foul a working, but ſo as to neglect the proper nou- 

riſhment neceſſary for it. No wonder therefore, that ſhe is deſtitute of ſufficient 

ſtrength ; that ſhe faints and never comes to the right mark. There is no ſuch 

thing as making amends by the law : We muſt go directly to CHRIST, and re- 
ceive firſt the grace and ſtrength required, out of his ful neſs by faith. 


Let ev'ry mortal ear attend, Dear Gov | the treaſures of thy love 
And ev*ry Leatt rejoice ; Are everlaſting mines; 
"Tre trumpet of the goſpel ſounds Deep as our helpleſs miſeries are, 
With an inviting voice, And boundleſs as our fins, 


Rivers of love and mercy here The happy gates of goſpel grace 
In a rich ocean join; Stand open night and day 


Salvation in abundance flows, Lok, we are come to ſeek ſupplies, 
Like floods of milk and wine. And drive our wants away. 
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Fear at, daughter of Zion, Joux xii. 15. But greatly rejoice and Bout, O 1 
ter of Jeruſalem, behold thy king comes unto thee ; be is juft and having ſalva-' 
tion, ZECH. ix. 9. For the LORD has taken away thy judgments, he has caſt 
_ out thine enemy: The king of Iſrael, even the Lok p, is in the midſt of thee: thou 
Fall not ſee evil any more, ZE PH. iii. 15. Behold they ſhall ſurely gather toge- 
tber, but not by me whoſoever ſhall gather againſt thee ſhall fall for thy ſake, 
IS A. liv. 15. Let them return unto thee, but return not thou unto them, JER. xv. 19. 


N - ” In ; 
SS LIES; 
wr ow, 


_— i. rd ſtrong ſoever thine inward enemies, thy corruptions, may be now, 
| fear not, and be not diſcouraged. ' So much the more, faith faith, 
thy King is bound by his office, love, and promiſe, to help and aſſiſt thee 
3 with ſtrength to overcome: and thus ſhall even the hardſhips of a chriſtian 
work together for his good in this world, according to the promiſe, and 
brighten his crown of glory in the world to come. O Loxv, grant that 
1 may be always faithful and reſolute enough not to ſpend need!elsly -too 
much time in one conflict, but directly putting on the armour of faith, I 


may ſoon conquer, preſs forward, and experience thee every hour as a 
mighty King and Saviour. 


— 


23 
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My Los p, my Conqu* ror, and my Kb, Great Prophet, let me bleſs hs: name; 
Thy ſcepire and thy ſword I ſing; By thee the Jjoyful tidings came, 
Thine is the vict'ry, and I fit Of wrath appeas's, of fins ſorgiv'n, 


"BB = 


A joyful ſubject at thy feet. Of hell ſubdu'd, and peace with heav'n. 


bois ot 899 


* 
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IE affaults of original ſin will ever return ; and we muſt not be ſur. 
prized, When one conflict is over, that another ariſes. This conteſt 

is unavoidable, ſor the enemy is within us. It makes us more careful and 
humble to know this, than if we believe that we had only to encounter 
with ſin from without, and not from within : and if we. defire to feel leſs 
evil in us than Gop ſuffers us to have; we may look to it, whether it pro- 
ceeds not ſometimes from pride and impatience; that we with to get rid of 
the trouble of firiving always againſt fin; whereas it ſhould be enough for 
us that Gop ſuffers it, lays it not to our ir charge, and carries us through all 


ß dangers. 


Let the redeemed of the Lox v He feeds and cloaths us all the way; 
The wonders of his grace record; . He guides our footſteps leſt we ſtray; 
Ifrael, the nation-whom he choſe, He guards us with a pow'rful hand, 
And reſcuꝰd from their m Shay foes, And brings vs to the hbeay'nly land. 
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7 522 ſhalt not be afraid of them, but N abell remember æubat the LORD _ God. 
did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt, DeurT. vii. 18. Be ye not terrified be- 
cauſe of them, for the LORD your GoD is he that goes with you, to fight for you 
againſt your enemies, to ſave you, chap. xx. 3, 4. Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and 
no further; and here ſhall thy proud wawes be flayed, Joh xxxviii. 11. 


ä 


Verily TR art a Gop that hideſt thyſeif, O Go p of Ißrael the 8 Is: A. xlv. 
is. All the paths. of the LoRD are mercy and truth, PSALM xxv. 10. The 
LORD of os 3 is wonderful in counſel, and excellent 1 in e Is A. xxvili. 29, 


OD is wonderful in all his doitins, his ways are paſt finding out; at 
the end we can ſee beſt what wiſe and gracious ſteps he took with us. 


_ wits end, and do not know which way to go, we may believe the hand of 
the Lok i is in it, and ſome good will come of it at laſt. As we experience 
the name of CHRIST to be wonderful at ſuch times, we may well expect 
that he will ſhew himſelf to be our counſellor and mighty Gop alſo. At 
firſt every thing may ſeem to be againſt us, and go quite contrary ; but at 
laſt we ſee plainly, that it was highly needful it ſhould go contrary to our 
corrupt nature, and that thus it went well. For though the ways of Gon 
are marvellous, yet they are glorious, 


' Great Gon, I would not aſk to ſee | Enough for me, if love divine 

What in futurity ſhall be; At length thro? ev'ry cloud ſhall ſhine, 

If light and bliſs attend my days, | Yet this my ſoul defires to know, 

Then let my future hours be praiſes | Be this my only wiſh below ; 

Is darkneſs and diftreſs my ſhare ? That Chriſt is mine l' thisgreat requeſt, 


Then let me truſt thy guardian care; | Grant, bounteous Gop—and I am bleſt. 


Therefore when things take ſuch a wonderful turn that we are quite at our 
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bauen the ſabbath- FA to keep it holy. I was in the Spirit on the LORD's day, 


Exop. M. 3. REV. i. 10. 
EAD ER, I know not who, or what thou art, but may the God of all grace 


to this day haſt trifled with ſabbaths; how awful to have this added to thy other 


ſins, to anſwer for at the bar of Jzsvs thy judge! O.cry to the Loxp to be in 


the Spirit on his day; then wilt thou ſee and feel thy malady; look to Is us for 


pardon, and ſabbath-days will become precious to thy ſoul ; perhaps thou art 


the ſelf-righteous Phariſee, punctual! in external ſervices, ſo favs is praiſe-worthy ; 


but awful is thy miſtake, if thou makeſt any external ſervice the ground of thy | 
acceptance, eſpecially as the language of the day is, In the Lox bo have Lrigh- 


« teouſneſs and ſtrength; and ſo wilt thou ſay if in the Spirit. 

Or thou mayeſt have been a ſplendid profeſſor, but now a grievous backſl:der ; 
O may thou be in the Spirit on the LoRD's day,” then wilt thou look to Goo 
for pardon, to JEsUs for freſh ſprinklings of his blood, and to the Spirit for 
his quickening influences. 


If thou art a behever under ſharp trials, mayſt thou be in the Spirit, then when 5 


tribulations abound, conſolations wiil abound alſo. If thou art a believer walking 
cloſe with God, rich in knowledge and experience, thou wilt wiſh to be in the Spi- 
Tit, that grace may be magnified, IE s us more loved, and his name more honoured, 

Reader, whatever thou art, whether maſter or ſervant, parent or child, if thou 
wiſheſt to be in the Spirit, and wouldeſt have thy temporal and ſpiritual con- 
cerns proſper, make conſcience of keeping the ſabhath-day holy, 


bleſs this meditation to thy ſoul! Perhaps thou art a careleſs ſinner, who 


106 RO "A 9 1 7 *Y ws 16. 


my dear ſon? is he a pleaſant child ? For ſince 1 ſpake againſt him, I do earneftly 


have mercy. upon him, IE A. XXxIi. 29. A book of remembrance Was written 
before him, for them that feared the Lok, and that thought upon his name's 
_ Mar. iii. 16, 17, 18. I know the thoughts which I have towards you, ISR. XXIX. 11. 


vet will I give thee occaſion to write down more and more every hours 
Thus nothing can be forgotten. All will be granted by him. Delays we 
muſt expect, but all ſhall be made up with ſo much the larger gifts, in due 
time, though the beſt will be relerved 3 for a bliſsful eternity. 


Now let the Lox my Saviour ſmile, | I'd rather have it there impreſs'd, 
And ſhew my name upon his heart; '} Than in the bright records of fame, 
1 ould forget my pains zh le, {| 
And ia the ple· ure loſe the ſmart. When the vaſt fire burns all things here, 
| Thoſe letters ſhall ſ.curely ſtand, 
My name is printed on his breaſt ;; - And in the Lamb's fair book appear, 


His book ot life contains my name: | J Wriit by th' eternal Father's hand, 


Remember me, O my Gon „For 3 NR R. xiii. 3. — Divine anſwer; Is Epbraim 


remember bim flill; therefore my bowels are troubled for him: I wwill Surely 


> - ſoon as 1 appear with 1 my prayers before the Lond, he writes all my 
petitions upon his book of remembrance. Should 1 not pray much? 
Yes, © Loxp; and though I have many things already upon thy book, 


A P R 1 17. 


And in this mountain ſhall the LokD of hoſts make unto all people a feaſt of fat 


things, a feaſt of wines on the lees, of fat things full of mpegs 5 auines on the 
lees well refined, Is AL AH xxv. 6. 


n imports plenty, Pp and joy. Many feaſts were ted 
under the law, in commemoration of various deliverances and mer- 
cies. The goſpel inſtitutes one great perpetual feſtival, in conſequence of 


the one grand bleſſing, which comprehends all other mercies, Redemp- 


tion by the blood of CHRIST.“ The table is always ſpread, the company 
are always welcome, the ſeaſon is always pleaſant, and the joy is always 
new. Lox, I once was feeding upon huſks, upon aſhes, upon the wind, 
and drinking down iniquity like water; but, O wonderful love, thou 
didſt invite and bring me to thine own feaſt. Thou feedeſt me with the 
bread of life, and cauſeſt me to drink of the wine of thy conſolation. May 
I never more have an appetite for the vanities of the world, 


Why was I made to hear thy voice, "Twas ; the ſ-me love that made the feaſt, 
And enter while there's room; , That ſweeily forc'd us in; 
When thouſands make a wretched choice Elſe we had ſtill refus'd to taſte, 


Ard rather ſtarve than come? I And periſh'd in our fin, 
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And * believed in the Lon b, and counted it to him for righteouſueſs, Gtx. xv. 6. 


T is no uncommon thing in ſcripture to put the a& for the obje&, eſpecially 
with regard to faith and hope. Thus hope ſignifies the object of hope, IEE. 
Xiv. 8. 1 TiM.1.x HEB. vi. 18. And faith is often put. for the object, or doc- 
trine of faith, or that which is believed in; as when it is ſaid, Paul preached the 


faith which once he deftroyed ; and Felix heard him concerning the faith of 


CurisT; and when the ſcripture ſpeaks of keeping and contending for the faith, 

and holding the myſtery of the faith, and the like. Thus when Abraham is ſaid to 
believe in the Lok b, the meaning is, he believed in the promiſe of God, that he 
ſhould have a ſeed, and a very numerous one; he believed that the Meſſiah would 
ſpring from his ſeed; he believed in him as his Saviour and Redeemer ; he believed 
In him for righteouſneſs ; and he believed in his righteouſneſs as juſtifying him 
before God. It was not the act of his faith, but the object of it; not tae promiſe 
he believed, but what was promiſed, and his faith received even CHRIST and 


bis righteouſneſs; fee this explained fully in Row, iv. verſes 2, 10, 22, 23, 24. 


Reader, mark well bow Abraham was juſtified before Gop, not by faith as a 
work, but as apprehending CHRIST; and follow this example of the father of 
che faithful. It is by faith in Jesvs CuRIsT alone that we can be juſtified be - 
fore Gov; by faith all the Old Teftament ſaints were juſtified, as well as the 
New ; that this diſtinguiſhes the Chriſtian religion from all ſyſtems of morality, 
and to err in this, is to err in the fundamentals of chriſtianity, 
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This do in remembrance of me, LUKE xxii. 19. 


OME, my foul, obey thy dying Loxb's command; let it be thy de- 
light, as it is the privilege, to attend thy maſter at table, to take a 


nearer view of his bleeding love, and, by x renewed act of faith, to ſecure | 


to thyſelf the precious benefits contained therein. 
unbelief; it is a bleſſed truth, Iasus died for ſinners; 
tion of a ſinner's ho 
ſinner guilty and delfied; Jzsu's blood cleanſes from all fin; he is the 
fountain opened for thy uncleanneſs; thou art by nature a child of wrath, 
condemned by the law, cxpoled to the curle , ]:3us was made a curſe for 


Stagger not through 
this is the founda- 


thee, and thou art become a child of grace ; thou art unrighteous, unholy, 


]zesus is made of Gop unto thee righteouſneſs and ſanctification; thou art 


weak, beſet with enemies, his Rrength {hall be perſected in thy weaknels, 


and thou ſhalt be more than conqueror through him that loved thee; thou 
art afraid of perithing at the laſt, look to Jzsvs, he purchated thee with his 
blood, be will not give thee up, none can pluck thee out of his hand. 

Riſe then, O my ſoul, and come to the banquet of love, and partake of the 
bleſſings of the everlaſting covenant; he will manifeſt his love, will ſeal thy par- 
don, renew thy ſtrength, and enable thee to travel. the a. part of thy 


pilgrimage, till thou come to mount Zion, and be Aamitfed a welcome gueſt at 


the marriage ſupper in heaven. 


let this encourage thee, O my *foub; thou art a 
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T write unto you, little children, becauſe your fins are forgiven you for his name 4. 

Sake; I write unto you, fathers, becauſe ye have known him that is from the 

"beginning; I write unto you, young men, becauſe, ye have overcome the wicked 

one, 1 JOHN ii. 12, 13. | LEN 
(JP hath ſaints of ſeveial degrees and fizes, and ſome of them have more communion with 

— him than ohers; from amone the multitude he choſe twelve to be with him; from among 
the twelve he choſe three, Peter, James, and John, who were of the privy council; from 
among the thite he choſe out John as his peculiar darling and boſom favourite, of whom it is 
ſaid five times in St. John's goſpel, that © he was the diſciple whom ]esvs loved So now at 
this day, Gop hath his babes, who live upon miik and nothing elſe; “ his children, who 
know their Father, and are aſſored of his love; “ his young men,)“ who go out to war: and 
the“ fathers in Iſrael, whoſe grey-headed experience and wiſdom abounds z for they knew 
him from the beginning, and they remembered his words, It is a great mercy to be one of 
Gop's “ li tie ones,“ yea, the leaſt of all; to be a ſtar, though not of the firſt magnitude; to 
be a giſcipſe, though not a John, not one of the three, nor one of the twelve, nor one of the 
ſeventy. But to be a John, a daril-ng, and to Jean on his breaſt, to lie. in his boſom, O how 
great a me:cv! It is a mercy to be new-botn, to be tagen into the family of God, and houſe- 
hold of faith; but to grow vp to a perfect ſtature, to bz a man in CHRIST Jesvs, O, how 
great a mercv! LorD, Uinu knoweſt my oefire, perfect that which concerns thy ſcrvant, yea 
that which concerns all thy ſervants, | 


We would no longer lie 
Like ſlaves beneath tbe throne 
My f2»1th ſhall abba father, cry, 
And thou the kindred own, 


It doth nat yet appear 
How great we muſt de made 

Bu! when we ſee our Saviour here, 
We ſhall be like our head. 45 


wal tht unfadirg glory thou hait promiſed to them that ate faithful unto death, 


Take na thy fon, thine only fon Tfanc, ah om thou Tov ?, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah, aud offer Dim there for a vurnt- ering, GEN. xxli. 2. 


BRAHAM deſired earneſtly to fee into the myſtery of the dation ; and Gon, to in- 


ſtruct him in the beſt manner humznity is capable of receiving inſt:uction, in the infinite 


extent ot divine coodneſs to mankind, who ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, let Abrahzm feel by experience, what it was to loſe a beloved fon ; “ Take now thy ſon, 


| thine only fer, thine Iſaac, the Nat? cf thine age, the hops of thy fa iy; none elſe do I r-- 


quire, and offer him up for a burnt offering; and in this trans ction ſee my love to finners, when 


Iwill give up mine only Son I Es us a facrifice for them.“ Abraham obeyed, he virtually ſacri- 


ficed his ſon; a ram was fubſt. tuted in its place, and bleſſings are poured oon the faithful po- 
triar- h. In the whcle ſtory we have a lively type cf greater things. We hare ſeen the cay 
ben Cop ſpared not his own Son, u hen he was bound with rords, when he bore his crots, 
and on this mountain, probably en this very ſpot, was offered vp an oFering for fin ; when: he, 
trivmphant over the grave, roſe again to live for evermote, and fees the feed ot his redeemed 
ws vw hom no man can number, and whoſe PEO are the glor:es of heaven and cternity. 


And now, my ſoul, meditate on theſe 88 Art thou a ſon of Abraham? Is there in 


thine heart a darling Gn? draw forth the knife and ſmite it to the heat. Hath G.p not 


ſpared his Son for me, and ſhall I ſpare what he commangs me to ſacrifice ? No, gracicus Saviour, 


no, Help me to be faithful, to keep hack nothing ſrom (hee; ſearch the ee of my heart; 


w hen thou haſt tried me, crown the faith thou haſt beſtowed, and the obechence thou haſt wrou cht, 


\ 
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Sad, who is. rich in mercy, for bis great lou wherewith he loved us, even when 

ave ewere dead in fins, has quickened us together with CHRIST, (by grace ye 
are ſaved :) and bas raiſed us up together, and made us fit together in heavenly 

places in CHRIST JESUs, EPH. ii. 4—6. | a 


HRIST being our head, we, who are his members, are together with 
him dead, buried, raiſed up, and ſeated in heavenly places; for he is 
the new Adam, and has done all theſe things as our repreſentative, in our 
ſtead, and for our good. Thus have 1 ſuffered in thee, O my glorious 
head, for all my ſins already; I am diſcharged, I have no puniſhment to 
fear any more, re{pe&ins the guilt and curſe of ſin; Thou haſt fully an- 
ſwered the charge againſt me, ſatisfied the infinite juſtice of Gop for me; 
and it is impoſhble with his equity and love to require a double payment 
of my debts. Conſequently I die no more, frnce thou canſt die no more; 
' nay, I live already, and have my place with thee eternally in heaven, ſince 
the head cannot nor will never part even with the weakeſt of his mem- 
bers, but influence and draw them after him wherever he goes. 


W bo join'd our nature ta his own: Are all his ſeed made righteous too, 
Adam the ſecond from the duft Where fin did reign and death abound, 
Ratiſes che ruins of the fiſt, | There have the ſons of Adam found 


O Lon, we praiſe thee for thy Son, | And by one man's obedience now 


By the rebellien of one man | 6 ounding life; there glorious grace 
7 luv? all the ſcec 3, miſchief ran; Ne gus thro' the Lord our righteouſneſs, 
— e f F 


* 
a 
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Gor has made him to be fin for us who knew no fin, that we might be made the rigbte- 
ouneſs of GoD inhim, 2 COR, v. 21. Bet to bim that worketh not, bat believeth on 
htm that juftifies the en his faith is counted for righteousneſs, ROM. iv. 5. 
HESE are very ſweet and precious words to thoſe who look upon their own 
beſt virtues and performances by nature as ſinful, and upon their beſt con- 
dition by grace, as extremely weak and imperfect. How comfortable a thing is 
the juſtification of the ungodly by faith, when the ſoul is firſt quite ſtript naked 
before God, and thoroughly convinced of her wickedneſs and weakneſs. T is 
a mere moral and legal man does not meddle with, he pretends to make am ends 
for his former ſins, by altering his coutſe, and doing betrer works; but this is 
not making amends at all, ſince we are but unprofitable ſervants, and want 
p continually forgivenels of fin, even when we have done all, We never have an 
. reaſon to juſtify ourſelves before Go'D, though we ſhould do ever ſo well, and 
, ſuffer ever ſo innocently in regard to men. For from it there is but one way to be 
juſtified, and to obtain and preſerve the bleſſing of a good conſcience, which is, 
by humbling and confeſſing ourſelves guilty, and looking only for forgiveneſs 
and righteouſneſs in CuRIsT. Thus we are made by him the righteouſneſs of 
Gov itſelf. May the Logo put us all in this way. 


No more, my God, I boaſt no more O may my ſoul be found in him, 

Of all the duties I have done; | And of his righteouſneſs partake, 

I quit the hopes I held before, The beſt obedience of my hands 

To truſt the merits of thy Son, Dares not appear before thy throne ;; 
Yes, I muft and will eſt: em But faith can an wer thy demande, 
Alt things but loſs for Jes vs! ſake: By pleading whai . has done. 
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Gop . exalted Cu RIST je s vs with his right g fo Fa a Prince and a Saviour 
for to give repentance to Iſrael, and forgryentſs ef. fins, ACTS v. 31 


« } HINK not, what reaſon have I to repent 7 I am no murdereror rob- 


ber; for thou art both, By thy fins thou haſt murdered the Son of Gon, 
and by thy pride robbed Gon of his own : therefore, if thy old heart is not 
changed yet into a new one, and thou fecleſt ſome uncalinels on account of 
thine eternal ſalvation, reat care is to be taken not to miſtake it for tem 
tations of the devil; bat ere me, that it is the work of CHRIST, who a- 


: wakens thee, lies thee repentance, and will make thee quite another man. 
6c He ſtands at the door and knocks; and if any man will hear his voice, and 


G6 open the rt he will Come 1n to him, and up with him,” Rv. ili. 20. 
i 


Now CnnrsT will ev'ry want ſupply, i There ſhall his ſacred Spirit dwell, 
And fill our hearts with peace And deep engrave his law, 

He gives by cov*nant and by oath And ev'ry motion of our fouls 
The riches of his grace. 5 | To ſwift obedience draw, 
Our heart chat flinty ſtubborn thing, Thus will he pour ſalvation down; 

That terrors cannot move, þ And we fhall render praiſe; - - 
That fears no threat'nings of his wrath, We the dear people of his love, 


Shall be * by _ ö And he our Gop of grace. 
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Lok b, Fam like a little child, knowing neither the beginning or end 
of my ways; but thou being my counſellor, I think it my only wiſ- 
dom to be adviſed and ruled by thee, O ſhew me then always thy way in bi a 
all things, even in the leaſt; that I may never miſs to do thy work in due 14 
ſeaſon and due order. Make me ſuch a faithful ſleward, as not to go one 


inch from thy will; but on all occaſions to act and ſuller. according to thy || | ; 
good pleaſure. © L i! || | 
14 
14 
Whither, O whither ſhould I fly, Which ſhall I leave, and which 1 | 1 
But to my leving Saviour's breaſt ! Thou only my adviſer be; 1 
Secure Within thy arms to lie, My Gp, I kzow not what to do, 1 5 
And ſafe beneath thy wings to reſt. But O! mine eyes are fix'd on thee, 1 b 
I have no might t' oppoſe the foe z Fooliſb, and impotent, and blind, | F 
But everlaſting ſtrength is thine: Lead me a way I have not known 1 


Shew me the way that I ſhould go, 
vey me the LINA 1 ſhould decline, 


I 


GoD ts not a GoD of confuſion, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. He has made every thing beau 
- ÞIYiful in its ſeaſon. Alſo he has ſet the avorld in their heart, ſo that no man can 
Ain out the work that Goo makes from the beginning to the end, ECCLES. iii. 12. 
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B:ing me where I my heav'n may find, 
The heav' n of loving thee alone. 


12 * 
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- Now be who favifheth us with you in Chx1ST, and hath anointed us, is Gon; Z 
"who bath alſo ſealed us, and given us the wy of the Spirit in our hearts, - 7 
1 Cor. 1. 21, 22. EPH. i. 14. a 


Why Gould the children of a King 
Go movrning all their days ? 
Great Comforter deſcend, and bring 
: Some tokens of thy grace, 


| Doft thru not dell in all the ſaints, 
And ſeal the heirs of heav'n ? 

' When wilt thou baniſh my complaints, 
And ſhew my fins forziv'n? 


Senſible Joy rink faith, and great delight in prayer are not the only 
evidences of l and ſealing of the Spirit; theſe ſometimes 

are wanting: but we may know allo we are ſealed by theſe marks, that we 
receive CHRIST in all his offices; that we have a fincere deſire to do only 
the will of Gos in all things; that we hate fin irreconcileably; that we 
are humbled, convinced, and led into alt neceſſary truths by the Spirit, 
Theſe are conſtant marks even ſor the weakeſt, 


Aſſure my conſcience of her part 
In the Redeemer” blood; | 

And bear thy witneſs with my heart, 0 
That I am born of . 


Thou art the earneſt of his love, 


The pledge of joy to come; Gi 
Ans thy ſoſt wings, celeſtial Dore, 
Wil Ele convey me home, 


To WW ET we 


PET rm 


Ged be meveifal to me a PW Lurn xviii. 13. Look upon my afflition and my 
pain, and. forgive all my fins, PsALM xxv. 18.— Divine anſwer; The Lon b 
7s gracious and full of compeſſion, and of great mercy ; the Lok p is good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his works, PSALM cxlv. $, 9. * 


= ſon, be of gadd chear ; thy fins are forgiven thee, Marr. ! ix. 2. 


© 


USTIFICATION or remiſſion of ſins before the tribunal of Gov, and 


the comfortable aſſurance of it in the heart, do not always go together 


The ſentence of pardon may be paſſed, and the ſenſe of it be wanting for a 
time, or conſiſt only in ſome feeble glimpſes now and then. The former. 
is done all at once, in the moſt perfect manner; the latter is given by de- 
grees, as far as believers are able to receive it: Therefore a penitent ſou! 
muſt converſe much with the goſpel, and pray CO for more light, 


and a greater degree of faith and peace. 


O Gov of mercy, hear my call; | | Shall ſpeale aloud thy righteouſneſs, 
My load of guilt remove; 0 And make thy praiſe my ſong. 
Break down this ſeparating wall, | A ſoul oppreft with fin's deſert 
That bars me from my love. | E My Gop will ne'er deſpiſe; 
Give me the preſence of thy grace 5 An humble groan, a broken heart, 
Then my rejoicing tongue — le our þeſt _—_ . 
ö 1 3 
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Delight thyſelf in the Lonxn; and be Hall give thee the defires of thine heart; 
W * Fs ALM xxxvii. 4. 


IF thou deſireſt to delight thyſelf only in the Lox o, and art more ſolicitous 
for the increaſe of faith, love, and holineſs than temporal happineſs; 
and wouldeſt even loſe the latter, provided there was an addition to the 
former; this comes not from nature, but is an infallible mark of grace and 


rageneration; and the Loxp ſhall give thee alſo the deſires of thme heart, 


aud even more than thou deſireſt. 


Nothing can be more fooliſh, than to harbour one or more ſecret luſts in 
our hearts, after we have been once awakened. We mult certainly ſuffer, 
for it; our conſcience will check us for it; we cannot enjoy it with half 
the pleaſure as before; our courſe is hindered, and our peace diſturbed. 
How much more prudent and profitable then would it be, to forſake all 
and follow CHRISsr ſtraight, who can only ſatisfy the deſi res of our heart! 
Conſider this, O my ſoul! act the wiſer part; let thy eye be ſingle; cleave 
to him alone, when others, cleaving to the creatures, pretend to ſerve two 

' maſters, Thus thou wilt be able to taſte the kiſſes of his mouth, and the 
- cryſtal ſtreams of his comfortable and heavenly love. _ 


| Dear Saviour, let thy beauties be And grace command my heart away 
My ſoul's eternal food; From all created good. 


— 


119 


FI me, 0 Loa b, Hue I 1 hall be bealed, In. xvii. 14. Divine anſwer; I am 


. the Lok p that bealeth | thee, RxOD. xv. 26. They that be whole need not a 


phyſician, but they that are fick, MATT. ix. 12, I have ſeen bis ways, and 
ail heal bim, Is a. vil, 18. chap. xlii. 3. and Ix, 1. He bealed al that 
were fich, MATT, viii. I $—1I7, 


H1S was an emblem of his power and grace, to heal all ſpiritual diſeaſes of 
our ſouls, though ever ſo deſperate and dangerous. Therefore give thy- 
ſelf only up to his cure, he underſtands thy diſtemper alſo, and will certainly 


. reſtore thee. He has healed a great many already, nay all thoſe who ever deſired 


it, from all their infirmities. Thou canſt never be too miſerable and bad for 
him; he is ever willing and able to help. The worſe thy caſe is, the more he 
will pity thee and have patience, Before we :an be made whole, his way is to 
make us thoroughly ſenſible of our ſickneſs, and lay our wounds more and 
more open. But as the phyſician then is moſt wanted, we muſt be the more 
earneſt to implore his help, and he will ſurely bind us up again and heal us; 
though perhaps not at once, but ſometimes ſlowly and wonderfully, yet thorough« 
ly at laſt ; for he heals ALL, even the moſt incurable diſeaſes, PSALM ciii. 3. 


Bind up, O Lok p, and cheat my foul » 
With thy forgiving love; 

O make my broken ſpirit whole, 
And bid my pains remove. 


Let not thy ſpirit quite depart, 
Nor drive me from thy face; 
Create a-new my vicious heart, 


And fill it with thy grace, 
14 
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Confeſs your faults one 10 another, —JaMss „ . e Lon 
T is related of St. John the evangeliſt, that being upon his return from patmos * 
to Epheſus, after the death of Domitian, he was ſet upon by a company of © 
' thieves, amongſt whom was a young man their captain ; to him St, John applied P. 
himſelf, by way of wholeſome counſel and advice, whi ch took ſo good effect, that 
de became a new man, and was converted, and went thereupon to all his fellow- 8 
thieves, and beſought them in the name of Jes us CHRIST, that they would walk 
no longer in their former wicked ways. He told them withal, that he was troubled * 
n conſcience for his former wicked life, and earneſtly intreated them, that as they die 
_ tendered the welfare of their own ſouls, they would now leave off their old courſes, gui 
and hve more conſcientiouſly for the time to come. The counſel was good, and hin 
well taken, ſo that many of thoſe great robbers became great converts. Thus it is Sot 
that one ſinner's confeſſion of his faults to another, may bappily prove the conver- « f 
fion of one by the other. Hence it is, that the meaning of that apoſtolic precept, wil 
* Confeſs your faults one to another,” 1 is made out by ſome interpreters to be, that tha 
thoſe that have been partners together in ſin, ſhould go one to another, and ſeriouſly | 
confeſs their ſins each to the other; he that hath been a drunkard, or any otherwiſe V 
à wicked liver, let him go to his companions in iniquity, and tell them that he is 5 
troubled in mind, becauſe of his former exceſs, and perhaps he may be a means 4 
of converting them. Reader, art thou a converted man, follow this method, go | 
to thy old companions, warn them of their danger, and thou wilt either bea means | » 


of converting them, or hereby wilt get Fd of their troubleſome com pany in future, 
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Lon p, enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, Psat.cxlii. 2.— Divine anſwer 3 
Verily, verily I ſay unto you. He that heareth my voice, and belie verb on bim 
that ſent me, hath everlafling life, and ſhall not come into condemnation, but is 
paſſed from death unto life, JOHN v. 24. See alſo chap. vill. 51. Is A. XxV. 8. 
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OS CE the judge himſelf is our Brother, our Bridegroom, the Loxp of 
death and life, yea even our life; believers cannot die any more, but 
are paſſed from death unto life; it being impoſſible that Ca z1sr ſhould 
die again. He that owns the juſtice of God's judgment, confeſſes himielf 
guilty in all things, and appeals from the judgment-ſeat to the mercy-ſeat, 
him the Lora will own and juſtify again through the righteouſneſs of his 
Son: For, © if we would fi as ourſelves, we ſhould not be judged. We 
5 ſhall even judge together with Cauxisrt,” 1 Cor. vi. 2. and ſurely we 
will not condemn ourlelves; much leis will CaRISTHͤH; for he loves us more 
than we do ourſelves, | | 


Who ſhall the Lon p's ele& condemn | 1 And the falvation to fulfil, 
*Tis God that juſtifies their ſouls; | Behold him rifing from the dead, 
And mercy, like a mighty ſtieam, Faith has an car , 
5 . 12 2 ; 8 pow r 
O er all their fins divinely rolls, It triumphs in the dyiug hour; : 
Who ſhall adjudge the ſaints vo hell? Cunts r is cur life, our joy, our hope, 
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| Cine beed to me, O LoRD, fon; xviii, . anſwer; Rebold, he that They. 
 keepeth Iſrael ſball neither lumber nor fleep, PSALM cxxi. 4. Caſting all. your *  u# 
| care upon Gon, for be careth for you, x. Pr. v. 7. of 
4 Oo | > 4 
| HE care of the "——_ which he takes for his little ones, far and in- T 
| - finitely exceeds the care of the moſt tender mother over her weak W 
| WS) helpleſs child. Be I then never fo weak, miſerable, and fooliſh in my the f 
oon eyes, the Lozb being the guardian of ſuch babes, will have patience ues 
it ha 

| with me. Nay theſe are the very veſſels of his grace. Therefore con- Chri 
ſidering myſelf always as a weak ignorant child, I will keep cloſe to him, thus 
He is the miniſter of the ſanQuary, and will never let me want any thing, exce 

but defend, provide, and train me up in the beſt and moſt ſuitable manner, Sette 


Be thou my counſellor, 

My pattern and my guide; 
And thro' this deſert land 

Still keep me near thy ſide, 


Should all the hoſts of death, 
And pow'rs of hell unknown, 

Put their moſt dreadful forms 
Of rage and miſchief on; 


O let my feet 

e er run aſtray, 
Nor rove, nor ſeek 
The crooked way, 


I ſhall be ſafe, 

For Cuz15T diſplays 
Superior pow'r, | 

And guardian grace, 


* 


T hey ſaid unto the woman, Now wwe believe, not ber cauſe of thy ſavids; for we 
have heard him ourſelves, and hnow that this is indeed the CHRIST, the Saviour 


of the N. If jo be ye have taſted that the LORD is gracious, JOHN iv. 42. 
x PET 3. 


T is a great concernment to know that the ſcripture hath fuch a witneſs as 
experience, and that there is ſuch a trade and correſpondence as this betwixt 
the ſaints and the word; betwixt the believer and CyR1sT, which lieth not in 
the common road of the world. O what an empty thing would religion be, if 
it had not this word experience in it, that ſecret and ſure mark whereby the 


Chriſtian knoweth the ſcripture is of Gop and his own intereſt in CHRIST, how 


thus the Lokp hath often ſealed his inſtruction in a dark plunge! O what an 
excellent interpreter is experience, taſte and ſee! for thus the ſerious Chrifttan 
getteth a view of the ſcripture and ſpiritual things, which the moſt ſubtle and 
piercing eye of unſanctified ſchoolmen cannot reach, Ps AL xxxiv. 8. and exvi. 
10. 2 Tim. i. 12. GAL. ii. 15. HEB. iv. 3. 
This cannot be found in books; men will not meet Ze” itin a throng of the 


choiceſtnotions; it confoundeth the wiſe and diſputer of this world;while the mean- 


eſt and moſt ſimple Chriſtian underſtandeth it well to the ſatisfaction ef his foul. 


Reader, preſs after experience, live not by hearſay, and upon the comforts of 


others, but ſeek to the Loxp that he would give thee this inward teſtimony; it 
wk help thee in future trials; it will remove many of thy fears, make thy paſ- 
ſage through life eaſy and comfortable, and be as a pledge of thy future glory. 
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Whoſoever will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his eraſe daily, 
and follow.me : for aoboſoe ver will ſave his life, Mall loſe it; but whoſoever 
Hall loſe his life for my ſake, the ſame ſhall ſave it, Marx viii. 31, 32. LUKE 

ix. 23. Whoſcever he be of you that forſaketh nat all that be hath, be cannot 
de my diſciple, LUKE xiv. 33. Eng Ai, 


Nu doctrine is diſcarded by all who call CRRIST, Lord, Lord, but 
| odo not the things which he ſaith.” The language of their heart 
is, * Speak unto us ſmooth things, propheſy deceits,“ e xxx. 10, How 
different was that of the apoſtle ! “ So fight I, not as one that beateth the 
* air; but J keep under my body, and bring it into ſubjection; leſt that 
& by any means, when J have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt- 
away, 1 Cor. ix, 27, 28. No croſs, no crown: Let us not then be 
afraid of the croſs; for when we bear it, it bears us; and when we refuſe 
to take it up, we reſuſe the ſtaff of every Chriſtian pilgrim, and the wea- 
on of every Chriſtian ſoldier; we renounce the tree of life for that of 
nowledge; and practically“ deny Jzsus Curisr, and him crucified.“ 


_ Give me, O Lon d, a ſober mind, That tramples down, and cafts behind, 
A ſtendy, ſelf-regouncing will, -. | The deadly baits of pleaſing ill. 


E 


Mal things ſoe ver ye Fes when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, cad ye ſhall 
bade them, MARK xi. 24. Perily, verily I ſay unto you, Whatever ve Hall aſe 
' the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye aſted nothing in 
my name; aſk, and ye ſhall receive, that your joy may be full, JohN xvi. 23, 24. 
But aſt in faith, nothing wavering ; for he that wavereth is like a wave of the fea; 
tet not that man think that he ſhall receive any thing of the Lord, Jaws 1 1. 6, 7. 


[ EROD promiſed with an oath to give the daughter of Herodias whatever the 
would aſk, even to the half of his kingdom. How advantageous was his 
promiſe ? But how much more fo that of the Logp ? „By myſelf have I ſworn, 
& ſays he, that in bleſſing I will bleſs thee, GEN. xxii. 16, 179. When hebids 
us aſk, he does not lay us under a reſtriction of not aſking above half a king + 
dom. No; we may aſk a whole kingdom, even the kingdom of heaven: nay, 
we may have the offer of two kingdoms; that of grace, and that of glory. Both 
are purchaſed for us by the blood of the Lamb; both promiſed to believers in 
the word of the goſpe}; and both actually beſtowed; the former upon praying 
ſouls in the church militant, the latter upon praiſing ſouls in the church triumph 
ant. If now we do not enjoy the kingdom of grace, righteouſneſs, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt, it is mer ely becauſe we have not aſked, or have aſked 
amiſs ; that is, without faith, without patience, or in our own name, and not 
in the all-prevailing name cf I EsUs. | 


Faith, mighty faith, the promiſe ſces, Lavghs at impoffibilitiee, 
And looks to CR 186 alone; a And cries, IT SKALL B DONE, 


* rr eee 
9 


ws r 


0 LorD, pardon mine iniquity, for it is great, PSALM xxv. 11. — Divine 
anſwer ; Where fin abounded, grace did aucb more abound, ROM. v. 20, For 


Go will abundautiy pardon, Is A. lv. 7. 


T is all one with Gop to forgive a repenting ſinner his treſpaſſes, whe. 
ther great or ſmal!, many or few ; for they are all paid with one ran- 


ſom. No fin, properly ſpeaking, 1s hate in itſelf; and none greater than 
the grace of God, and the infinite price laid down for it. Whatever fins 
therefore a man ſeels, yet he may throw himſelf upon the abounding grace 
of 'Gop : But this grace muſt always be our comfort, to depend upon it 
alqne, even when it is beſt with us; ſor then only it is beſt with us, when 


we depend alone on grace, and livein it as in our element, 


| Why foes your face, ye humble ſouls, See here an endleſs ocean flows 
Thoſe mournſul colours wear? Ot never-failing grace; 
What doubts are theſe, ihat waſte your ſaith Behold a dying Saviovur's veins |, 
And novrifh your deſpair, T he ſacted flood increaſe; 
What tho' your num'ꝰ rous ſins exceed It riſes high, and drowns the hilks, 
The ſtars that fill the ſkies; 5 Has neither ſhore nor bound; 
And, aiming at th' eternal throne, Nov, if we ſ:arch to find our ſins, 


Lime pointed mountains riſe! Our uns can ne er be found, 
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E Have mercy upon the, O Lox p, for I am weak, Ps aM vi. 3. And firengthen ene g 
C - _ * ewith flirength in my ſoul, Ps ALM cxxxviii. 3.— Divine anſwer ; My grace is 


ſufficient for thee; jor my firength is made perfect in weakneſs, 2 COR. Xii. 9. 
The Lo'sD delights not in the firength' of an horſe, he takes not pleaſure in the 
7 legs a man. The LorD taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, in thoſethast 


— 
— - e 
Ann 


hope in his mercy, PSALM cxlvii. 10, 11. The LoRD, our Strength, mighty 3h : 
of GoDp, and EMANUEL, will give ſtrength unto his people, PSALM xxix. 1. wt l 
18 1 HEREIN the ſoul ſeems to be, weakeſt, and has the greateſt Gruggle 1 
e with nature, ſhe may be ſtrongeſt through grace, and come off. ||| | 
Vith a moſt glorious crown. Therefore judge, and deſpair not of over- |} 
. coming by the power of Gop; be there ever ſo ſtrong and obſtinate enemies 
N in thee-or in others. I am weak indeed, but CHRIST is ſtrong; Iam poor, : i: J 
he is rich; J am ſick, he the phyſician of the fick ;I a finner, he the Saviour 
of ſinners ; conſequently he ſuits me, and I uit him extremely well. of i 
: eel Eh | 4 8 
Let me but. hear my Saviour ſay, | When Jam weak, then am] ftrong, | 
« Strength ſhall be equal to thy day;“ | Grace is my ſhield, and Chriſt my ſong. 189! | 
Then 1 rejoice in deep diſtrels, I can do all things, or can bear . 1 
Leaning on all- ſufficient grace. All ſuff' rings, if my Lord be there; "1 
I glory in infirmity,” © | Sweet pleaſures mingle with the pains, _ - 
That Chriſt's own pow'r may reſt on me; | 


While. his left hand my head ſuſtaine, 


p N * 


*Wherewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe bis æbay ? By taling beed thereto acrording 
to thy word. Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wonderous things out of 
| thy law. Remove from me the way of lying, and grant me thy law graciouſly: 
5 IL. have choſen the way of truth; thy judgments have I laid beſore me. Teach 
me, O LokD, the way of thy flatutes, and I ſhall keep it unta the end, Ps al u 
| cxix. 9, 18, 29, 30, 33. | | 8 


8 


to the word of Goo; if they depart from that, they ſoon fall into 
error and vicious courſes; but if they make it their rule, then they muſt 
| Nudy it thoroughly, which cannot be done without the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, for which they muſt diligently pray. For if David conſidere d 
| { his eyes as ſhut, how much more ſhould we, conſider outs lo, and pray, 
| 
| 
l 
* 


= | HE old and the young cannot live irreproachably, without tak ing heed 


«Open thou mine eyes,” &c. He who doth not fervently pray thus, is 
ſtill blind, and hath not an eye; even though he ſhould be deep in theolo- 
gical learning, and eſteemed a profound divine. Lov, grant that we 
may ſee the wonders of thy Law and thy Goſpel, and turn us out of the 
wrong way. Let thy judgments be always before us, as our gvides, that we 1 
may chooſe the narrow path of truth, and ſteafaſtly walk in it to the end: 


2 =p. | of 
( for this was David's requeſt throughout this long pſalm. | | 

| 5 Hor ſhall the young ſecure their heats, Thy word the choiceſt rules imparts, A 
| And guard their lives from fin? o keep the conſcience cleag, 


* 0 l e * 
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that fears the Lord ? Him ſhall 
PSALM XXy. 3, 12. 


Loa p, be pleaſed to fulfil this gracious promiſe in me alſo. Thou 

knoweſt that 1 have nothing ſo much at heart as to do thy will, and 
yet I am very oſten loſt in darknets. I truſt thou wilt do it. Here it is writ- 
ten; it is thy own word; I depend upon it. Thou haſt many times accom- 
pliſhed the ſame already; and art willing and able to do it evermore, ſor 
thy own name's ſake, and for my enemies ſake. Thou being the Gop of 
my covenant, I keep cloſe to thy words, which can-never pals away, but 
are all yea and amen in Caxisr Jesvs our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


I lift my ſoul to Gov, 
My truſt is in his name; 
Let not my foes, that ſeek my blood, 
Still trivmph in my ſhame, 
Sin and the pow*rs of hell 
Perſuade me to deſpair; 
Lox, let me kcow thy cov'nant well, 


That I nay "ſcope the ſuare. 


= AF of 
Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me in a plain path, becauſe of mine enemies Al 
Ps AL. XXvii. 11. Teach me thy way, O LORD ; 1will walk in thy truth : Unite 9 
my heart to fear thy name, PSAL, Ixxxvi. 21.— Divine anſwer 5 Good and up- 


rigbt is the Lord, therefore will be teach finners in the way. What man is be 
he teach iu ihe way that be ſball chooſe, 


] 


88 


For his own goodneſs fake 
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The Los is juſt and, kind; 

The meek ſhall learn his ways; 
And ev'ry bamble finner find 

The me hods of his grace. 


He ſaves my foul from ſla me 
He pardons (tho' my guilt be great) 
Thro*' my Redeemer's name, 
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Turn again our captivity, O Lox p, PS AL. cxxvi. Divine anſwer ; The LoxDy 
has anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek, to proclaim liberty to the 

. captives, and the opening of the priſon to them that are bound, Is A. Ixi 1. For 

thus faith the LORD, Sc. 1 will give thee for a covenant to the people, Sc. that 

. thou mayeſt ſay to the priſoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkneſs, Shew 

yourſelves : they ſhall feed in the ways, and their paſiures ſhall be in all high pla- 

ces; they ſball not hunger nor thirſt, Is A. xlix. 8, 9, 10. See allo Chap xxxv. 10. 


Ta Loxp, Jam hungering af er the righteouſneſs and freedom, not only 


| t 
ol faith, but of life and holineſs alſo; not to pleaſe myſelf in the. latter, a 
but hat the evidence of the former may be ſo much clearer by it to me, * 
and I ma, be able to rejoice and take the comfort of thy righteouſneſs alone, 8 
without deceiving my ſoul. Grant therefore, that I may be truly filled, and 4 
may be ſtrong, ealy, and free, fo as not to be kept any longer in any of the tl 
maoſt ſubtle bonds, either of the law, unbclief, and a bad conſcience, or — 
of a carnal and worldly m ind. — - 


Bury'd in ſhadows of the night 
Welie, till Cunts reftores the light; 
Wiſdom deice nds to heal the blind, 


He ſets the pris' ners free, and breaks 
The iron bondage from our necks. 


; Poor he'pleſs worms in thee potleſs 
And chaſe the carkeneſs of the mind,  Gr.ce, wiſgom, pow'r, and righteouſnefs ; 
(ow beholds where Satan reigns, Thou art our mighty All, ans we | 
inding his flaves in heavy chains; Give our whole ſelves, O Lomnp, to thee, 


* 


How long wilt thou hide thy face from me, O Lok D? PSALM xlii. 2.— Divine 
anſwer ; For a ſmall moment hawe I forſaken thee, but wits great mercies will 
T gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a mament, but with 
everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee : for this is as the waters of Noah 
unto me; for as I have ſworn that the waters of Noah ſhould no. more go over 
the earth; ſo have I ſworn, that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke. 
thee, Is A. liv. 7—9. Ee | 
HEN the Lon is-pleaſed to quicken us in our prayers with a lively impreſſion of one or 
more promiſes, we are apt to think that the hour of his help is come. But afterwards 
it may be, he not. only hides himſelf for a great while again; but things take even ſuch a ſtrange 
and contrary courſe, as if all had been nothing, or as if nothing was mere uncertain than the 


word of Gop, nay even God himſelf, They who deny ſuch temptations, are ſt:angers both to 
themſelves and to the devices of Satan, But chriſtians muſt then be prudently upon their guard, 


thinking that God is going to do ſome glorious things for them: for if they are fiiſt more con- 


vinced of their utter unwor:hineſs if they act faith and patience, and ate more earneſt in prayers, 
they are fit to receive ſo much more grace afterwards, Though yet after all, Gop. as a ſovereign, 
will give ſuch meaſures of grace, at ſuch ſeaſons, and to ſuch petſons, as he pleaſes. 


Dear Lox p! behold our ſore diſtreſs; An advocate ſo near the throne - 
Our fins attempt to reign ; Pleads and prevails with God. 


Stretch out thine arm of conqu*ring grace How boundleſs is our Father's grace. 


He made his Son our righteou:ncls, 
His Spirit is our ſtrength. 
| K 2 


If thou deſpiſe a mortal groan, 


And let thy foes be ſlain, | In height, and depth, and length! 
Yet hear a Saviour's blood; 
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How long wilt thou forget me, OLox p? Psar. xiii. 1.— Divine anſwer; Can 4 
avoman forget ber ſucking child, that He ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of 
her womb ? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee, Bebold, I hawe graven 
thee upon the palms of my bands; thy walls are continually before me, Is A. xlix. | 

Z I 5, 16. 1 will not leave. Jr comfortle fs, Joan XIV. wo” 


£5 1. 


ERE all our fins and afflictions fo ſoon to be prayed away with a few 

words, whence theſe ſad and repeated complaints of David? Why 

ſhould Goo adviſe us to wait for him, and perſevere in hope? And how 

could faith and patience be exerciſed? In our cloſets we may be lifted up 

with high Tpeculations; ſeem to be ftrong, and able to leap over all the 

walls ; but in great diſtreſs we ſee how dejected, and as it were een 
our hearts are, PSALM xxx. Ts 8. but the Loap preſerves us, 


Can a woman's tender care I Thou. ſhalt ſee my glory ſoon, te 
Ceaſe toward the child ſhe bare? SE When the work of grace is done 3 T 
Ves, ſhe may forgetful be, Partner of my throne ſhalt be: | tc 
Vet will I remember thee ! | Say, poor ſinner, lo. ſt thou me ? 5 
Mine i is an unchanging love, * Lo d, it is my chief complaint, 3 | 6 
Higher than the heights above; | | That my lose is weak and faint ; | ; 
Deeper then the depths beneath 3 | Yet I love thee, and adore, ' + 

F rec and faithful,  hoong a8 death, | 


O for grace to love thee more! 
85 3 1 8 4 * 0 
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Sheww me thy Ways, O Loxp, and tenth me thy paths, PSALM XXV. 4. Sheww 
me now thy way that I may know thee, Exo p. xxxilii. 13.— Divine anſwer 
I will iaſtruct thee and teach thee in the way that thou ſbalt go: I will guide 
thee with mine eye, PS&LM xxxii. 8. My preſence ſhall go with thee, and 1 
Twill give thee reſt, Exo. xxxiii. 14. 
Lox p, ſuffer me not to deviate one inch from thy way, much leſs to fall 
away from thee, the true vine and fortreſs bf my ſoul, by the plauſible 
inſinuations of my own brain and imagination. May I never run, before thou 
haft called me, to the hurt of my ſoul; but conſtantly and confidently abide in 


thee, always drawing firſt the neceſſary light and ftrength from thee by never- 


ceaſing ſupplications. Grant that my eye being fixed continually upon thee, 
1 may be guided into all truth, my doings be,attended with thy bleſſings, and 
my whole life be a conſtant progreſs towards heaven, 
CHRIS T's anſwer! v 
J will keep the as thee apple of mine eye; that no evil ſhall come near thee. 

& As a careful mother watches over her child, ſo have I undertaken to teach 
&« thee my path, and guide thee with mine own eyes. Whatever faintings and 
* failings may befal thee, yet I will be ever faithful, raiſing thee up again, and 
i« puthing thee on evermore in my ways. Nay, as a good ſhepherd, 1 will Carry 
& thee in my own arms, whenever thy increaſing weakneſs ſhall require. 


My honour is engag'd to ſave _ All that my heav*nly Father gave, 
The meaneſt of my ſheep My hands ſurely keep, 
t | K 3 
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By theſe, (books) my ſon, be admoniſbed, EC CL. Xii. 12. But as neu- born babes, 
defire the fincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 1 PET. ii. 2. 

NEW. BORN babes muſt not ſelf- conceitedly be deſirous of high 


underſtand the firſt oracles of Cuz1sr, and taſte the milk and ſaving power 
of the goſpel. This would beſt make them grow in grace, and wean them 
from the world; ſince a ſucking child eſteems nothing elſe in compariſon of 


its, mother's breaſt; and thoſe that delight more in lofty vain imaginations, 


than the Bible, do not follow the right ſpirit, and at laſt muſt come to 


their catechiſm again, For the more a chriſtian is approaching to his end, 
and deſires to be duly prepared for heaven, the more he walks in deephumility - 


and godly ſimplicity, placing himſelf on the loweſt bench of weak and little 
children. And thus they are fitteſt veſſels of grace; they will certainly 

be enlightened, and have the myſtery of CRRIS revealed in their hearts, 
| Marr. xi. 25. | ; 


There was an hour when Chriſt rejoic'd, But all this glory lies conceaPd - 

And ſpoke his joy in words of praiſe; [From men of prudence and of wit; 
Father, I thank thee, mighty Gop, The prince of darkneſs blinds their eyes; 
Lon p of the earth, and heaven, and ſeas! | And their own pride reſiſts the light, 

I thank thy ſovr'reign pow'r and love, Father, tis thus, becauſe thy will 
That crowns my doarine with ſucceſs ; Choſe and prdain'd it ſhould be ſo 
And makes the babes in knowledge leam f *Tis thy delight t'abaſe the proud, 


- The height, the breadth, and lungth of grace, | And lay the haughty corner low, +» 


things and ſtrong meat. Such have more need experimentally to 


M A — - 135 
For this cauſe I bow my knees unto the Father of our 4 Jesvs CurisT, of 
aobom the whole Family in heaven and earth is named; that he would grant 
you, according to the riches of bis glory, to be ftrengthened, &c. EPH, iii, 14—16, 
read on to verſe 21. 


HIS is a prayer, and a form fit to be uſed by miniſters for their congregations 8 


and by all chriſtians for themſelves: it may be uſed as a daily prayer; we 
ſhould offer it up in faith, without apprehending that the favour we aſk is too great. 
Gop will do exceedingly more for us, than we can either aſk or underſtand: What- 
ever we aſk, he will grant us ſtill more; for though we are ſinners, yet JEsUs hath 
received gifts even for ſinners, and to every one of us (ver.7) is given grace ac- 
cording to the meaſure of the gift of CHRIS, that we may enjoy all things richly, 
CaRI1sT being rich towards all them that call upon him. O God, thou art our 
Father, reconciled to us in CHRIST ; grant us therefore power, great power, ac- 
cording to the riches of thy glory, not according to the narrowneſs of our hearts. 
We ſtand in need of great power, for we have great enemies; ſtrengthen us by thy 
Spirit in the inner man. LoRD J ESus, do thou dwell in our hearts, and grant us 
to be rooted in thy love, that we may know it more and more, and that it may be 
ſhed abroad in our hearts, and that we may be filled with all the fulneis of Gop. 
Io thee, my Gov, I daily ſigh, | Far greater things than earth can yield 
But not for golden ftores; _ \ My wiſhes would ſecure, 


Nor covet I the brighteſt gems. Thoſe bl-\{sful, thoſe tranſporting ſmiles, 
On the rich eaſtern ſhores. That drighten heav'n above; 


Nor pleaſure's ſoit enticing charms The boundleſs riches of thy grace, 
My fond deſi tes allure; And treaſures of thy love. 
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Thy word have I Vid in my heart, that I nAght not fin agninſt thee. Stabliſh thy 

aword unto thy ſervant, who is devoted to thy fear. Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, 
avhen I have reſpet unto all thy commandments. Therefore, remember the 
avord unto thy ſervant, upon whith thou haft cauſed me to hope. T will run the 


way of thy commandments, when thou. ſbalt enlarge my heart, PSALM exix. 31, 
38. and ver. 6, 49, 32. 


has goſpel- comfort powerfully ſtirreth up to walk acccording to the 
law ; and the law urges evermore to lay hold on and make a right uſe 
of the goſpel, ſo as not to abuſe it to ſecurity ; which are both very needful. 
For wholoever. makes void and neglects the law, cannot but make a wron 
application of the goſpel, and is in danger of either being hurled into 
Iibertiniſm, following the bent of his own imagination; or, to his great 
puniſhment, falls under a heavy yoke of mere human inventions. May 
the Loxp lead and keep us in the right way. 


Laden with guilt; and full of fears, My guide toeverlaſting life, 
I fly to thee, my Lox o; Tnro' all this gloomy vale, 
And not a glimpſe of hope appears, : a 
But in thy written word. 0! may thy counſels, mighty Gov, 
| My rering feet command; 
This is the judge that ends the ſtrife, Nor Ito rſa x e the happy road y 


Wheze wit and zeaſon fail; That leads to thy tight hand. 


ciſied with CRHx IST, nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but CHRIST [iveth in me: 
| and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of Gop, 
Fo loved Wes and gave bimſelf for me, GAL. Ii. 19. 


\HRIST being our head, in whom all fulneſs dwells, he will certainly 


fill all his members with life and ſtrength, according to his promiſe, 


Jux xiv. 19. I live, and ye ſhall live allo ;” and chap. xvii. 3. “ This 


is eternal life,” &c. To know ChRIisr, and Cov i in CHRIST, as love, is 
true light and life; he that has this, has enough. O the excellency of the 
kmwledge of Cur18T! O Loxo, teach me to know thee as the Bride- 

rom of my ſoul, that the law may not ruſh into my conſcience, now thy 
beige chamber, and condemn me any more. I am devoted to none but 
thee Rom. vii. 4. Grant, therefore, that my whole heart and life, all my 


wores and actions, may be governed only by a living faith on thee, that 


haſt oved and given thyſelf for me. 


Cone, deareſt Lon p, deſcend and dwell And learn the height, and breadth, and length 
By fach and love in ev'ry breaſt ; Of thine unmeaſurable grace. 
Ther ſhall we know, and taſte, and feel * 


hoſt, d 
The oys that cannot be expreſt, | Now to the Gop whoſe pow'r can do 


More than our thoughts or wiſhes know, 
Be everlaſting honours done 


Com fill our hearts with inward ſtrength 
Dy all the church, thro' Cyr 16T his ſons 


Mak our enlarged ſouls poſſeſs, 
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Through the law I am deal to the law, that I might live unto GoD. I an eru⸗ 
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am poor ant ngedy, and my beart is wounded within me, PSALM cix. 22. 
Divine anſwer ; I know thy poverty, but thou art rich, Rev. ii. 9. For blefſid 
are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, MATT. v. 3. The mek 
Hall eat and be ſatisfied : they all praiſe the LoRD that ſeek him: your heert 
Hall live for ever, PSAL. xxii. 27. The LORD. healeth the broken in heart, ihe 
Lon lifts up the meek, PSAL. cxlvii. 3, 6. 4 bruiſed reed ſhall he not breech, 
and ſmoaking flax ſhall be not quench, till he ſend farth judgment unto vittoy, 


MAT T. Xii. 20. 


OUCH are the tender mercies of CRRIST towards the weakeſt of his 
people, that he ſupplies them from time to time with all proportiomble 
ſtrength, till at laſt they are able to gain a complete victory. As oon be 
therefore as we are ſenſible of our poverty, or miſerable condition, ant are 7 


| et 
A truly defirous of grace and ſtrength to overcome fin, we have actually ſome 3 
grace and ſpiritual life, and are delivered already from the ja ws of 1ell : 
6 for there is no ſuch feeling in dead fouls ; and in hell there is only a leſire if 
d de delivered from the puniſhment, but not from fin itſelf, : 
| . Bleſs'd are the huddle ſouls, that ſee Bleſs'd are the men of broken heart, 1 
#1 Their emptineſs and poverty; h Who mourn for fin with inward ſinrt; = 
of Treafures of grace to them are given, The blood of CHRIST divinely flows F 
| [] And crowns of joy laid up in heav't, A healing balm for all their woes, 5 
; 
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I am the light of the avorld, - he that followeth me ſhall not wall in darkneſs, but 
ſhall have the light of life, JOHN viii. 12. Therefore, wwalk while ye have the [i 
light, left darkacſs come upon you; for he that walks in darkneſs noaus not 1 
whither he goes, Chap. xii. 35. 1 8 | 


| 

| HE that is faithful, keeping ever cloſe to Cyxr1sT and his light, ſtrictly 1 
watching and obcying the motions of his ſpirit, will be evermore ten- | 

der in conſcience, and receive ſo much more light; conſequently he will be 
from time to time more deeply rooted in repentance, faith, and aflurance, 
ſo as either to be preſerved from many combats and diſorders, or at leaſt be 
carried ſooner through the ſame, He may meet with dark valleys, (nature 
being, as it were, a great dark abyſs, and grace ſometimes as a ſmall fpark) 
yet by degrees it will blaze; and at laſt break through and enlighten all 
our darkneſs. | 
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Is hea ftar? he breaks the night, | Nor earth nor ſeas, nor ſun nor ſtars, | 
Piercing the ſhades with dawning light; Nor heav*n his full reſemblance bears; bo 
I know his glories from afar, [His beavties we can never trace, x 9 
I know the bright, the morning ſtar, Till we behold him face to face. ''Þ 
Is he a ſun? his be:ms are grace; O let me climb thoſe higher ſkies, — 

His covrle is joy and rightecunefs; Where ſtorms and darkneſs never riſe ! "14 
Nations rejoice when he appears | There he diſplays his pow'rs abroad. 


To chaſe their clouds, and dry their tears, And ſhines and reigns th* incarnate Gon. 
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Ian theLord thy Gon which teaches thee io profit, which leadeth thee by the' _ 
avay which thou ſhouldeft go. O that thou hadft hearkened to my commandments ! 
then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteouſneſs as the waves of the 
fea, IS A. xlviii. 17, 18. Behold I fland at the door and knock: if any man 
bear my voice and open the door, I will come in to him, and will ſup with bim, 
and be evith me, REV. iii. 20, Sn 1 


He often, and how variouſly does the Loxp knock at the door of 
our hearts? How clearly are his commandments held forth tous? But 
how ſeldom are we inclined to give him the hearing? Very often we are ſo 
diſtracted, that we can hardly obſerve from the noiſe of worldly things in 

our ſenſes, and are not at home, when he is knocking by this. O let us 
open the door for him directly, ſince he deſires nothing from us that might 
be grievous; but intends to make our heart a glorious reſidence and ban- 
queting-room of love, to fill it with heavenly goods, and to prepare and 
give-us every thing with himſelf, 3 8 8 


Tu bring him to my mother's home; | Tere my ſoul to him, and there 
—4 does my Lok p refuſe to come Our loves their mutual tokens hare, 
o Zion's ſacred chambers, where I char | hly toys, 
* Ee ge you all, ye earthly toys, 
My ſoul firſt dre w the vital air. Approach not to diſturd my joys 3 


| | He gives me there his bleeding heart, Nor fin, nor hell, come near my heart; 
a L ierc'd for my ſake with deadly ſmart; | Nor cauſe my Saviour to depart, 


7 
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Ian the true vine, and my Father i is the huſkandman; every branch in me that 
| beareth not fruit, he takes away; and every branch that beareth fruit, he purges 
p 1, that it may bring forth more fruit. Abide in me and I in yon: he that | 
| abides in me, and I in him, the ſame brings forth much fruit, JOAN xv. . 
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| Lox d, Itruſt that this word will have its accompliſhment in me alſo; though | 
as yet I have great reaſon to be humbled on account of my barrenneſs. 11. 
Grant therefore that I may always abide in thee faithfully and quietly; ſince i 
there is every thing in thy power, and nothing can be got and done by cur own | 
ſtrength ; but as it is thy will, and it tends both to the glory of thy Father, it 
and thine own, I depend upon being repleniſhed in due ſeaſon with fruits of ij 
righteouſneſs. O ſuffer nothing in me which is to the diſhonour of thy name, 
and which may be offenſive to me and to others. But whatever thou thinkeſt as jd 
yet fit for me to ſuffer, let it work for my real good. WW 
How can I ſufficiently adore the patience of the LorD, my gracious huſband. - || 
man, who ſtill bears with me the weakeſt of all his branches. He has not cut 1 
me off yet, but ſtill dreſſes me to bring forth more fruit, though as yet I hardly 
yield him one good, but a multitude of wild grapes. Why then ſhouldeſt thou | 
grumble, O my heart, at the application of his pruning knife? It is really for = 
thy good. He is angry only with the degenerate unfruitful branches, The 1 
more theſe are purged, the more fruit thou ſhalt bring fortb. 
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Is Cus 1s r a vine? his heavenly root O let a laſting union join 2 8 0 | ; 


My ſout to him the living vine! 


Svpplics the boughs with life and fruit, 
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J am e in them, I have declared unto them ths name, and will declare it, that 
' tbe love wherewith thou haſt lowed me may be in them, and I in them: I in them, 


n in me, that they may be made berſect in one, JOHN xvii. 10, 26, 23. 


Lox d, ot a heav'n of ſaving grace 
_ Shines thro' the beauties of thy face, 
And lights our paſſion to a flame! 
Lon, how we love thy charming name | 


When I can ſay, my Go is mine, 


When I can feel thy glories ſhine 3 
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Glorious promiſe! how could he love us more? What bleſſed and 
intimate union is this? O for ſuch a faith that could always truly 
believe it! Curisr is the vine, believers are the branches; he the bride- 
groom, we the bride; he the head, we the members of his body, of his 
very fleſh and very bores, and conſequently one body with him. And who 
ever hated his own fleſh? ſo in loving and cheriſhing us, he loves him- 
ſelf, Ex R. v. 28, 29. Whenever he ſhall ceaſe to love himſelf, then, and 
no ſooner, Hall he ceaſe to love and cheriſh us alſo. It is his own delight 
to do us good, more than the mother that ſuckles her child. 


I tread the 3 beneath my feet, 


And ail that ezr:h calls good and great, 


Send comforts down from thy right hand, 


While we paſ: thro' this barren land; 
And imthy Temple let us ſee 
A gl "ey of love, a 8 of thee, 


it 


J am weary with groaning, PSALM vi. 6.—Divine anſwer ; He gives power to the 
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faint, and to them that have no might he increaſes frength, Is AI. xl. 29. I have 
ſatiated the weary foul, and I have repleniſhed every ſorrowful ſoul, IRR. xxxi. 
25. Therefore, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you reſt. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and 


loxoly in heart, and ye Hall find reft to your * ; for my yoke is eaſy, and my 
burden'is light, MATT. xi. 28, 30, 


ERE Cunisr is commending his meekneſs, not ſo much as a pattern 
to de imitated, and does not properly promiſe his reſt and comforts 
for our labour and humility, but to the coming and believing in him; to 
encourage the heavy-laden fouls not to be frightened, but draw near to him 
with confidence and boldneſs: he ſavs, IJ am not ſo rough and proud as 
„ Phariſees and other men generally are towards offenders ; but meek and 
6 lowly in heart, full of compallion and willing to receive, to forgive and 
* comfort them.” Come therefore to him, O finner, with all thy loads of 
in and miſery, he will in no wile caſt thee out, but receive thee gladly, 


Conn hither, all ye weary ſouls, Þ My yoke 1s eaſy to his cls, 

Ye heavy- laden ſinners, come; | My grace ſhall make the burden lights . 
III give you reſt from all your toils, Ixs us, we come at thy command, 
And raiſe you to my heay'nly h me. Wich faith and hope and humvle zeal, 
Bleſs'd is the man whoſe ſhoulders take | Refign-our ſpirits to thy hand, 


My yoke, and bear it with delight ; To mold and guide us at thy will, 
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1 have gone aſtray like a loft ſheep, ſeek thy ſervant, PSALM cxix. 176.—God's Jan 


anſwer; BebolZ I, even I, will both ſearch my ſheep and ſeek them out, I will 2 
ſeek that which was loft, and bring again that which was driven away : and U 


ewill bind up that which was braken, and will firengthen that which was ſich, 
EZEK. xxxiv. 11, 16. He ſhall feed bis flock like @ ſbepherd: he ſball gather 
the lambs with his arms, and carry them in his boſom, &c. Is a. xl. 11. 


H that is wiſe in his own conceit, as many of our philoſophers, does 
not pray like David in this place, therefore he continues, with all 
his proud wiſdom, in his natural errors and fooliſhneſs. But as thou haſt 
given me, O thou gaod Shepherd, to know and underſtand my loſt and help- 
teſs condition; and I cannot find or adviſe mylelfin any thing, like a ſheep 
which is gone aſtray; I beſeech thee to ſeek, heal, lead, feed, carry and 


ſtrengthen me alſo, as ! ſtand in need of, and ſeems good to thee ; that I N. 
may be able to ſay with David, © The Loxo is my ſhepherd, I ſhall not - 
6 Want.“ [+ ky” H. 
(4 7 | H. 

My ſhepherd will ſupply my need, | And leads me for his mercies fake, | 
Jenovan is his name; | In paths of truth and grace, 3 Ne 
In paſtures freſh he makes me feed, The ſure proviſions of my Gop, By 
Befice the living ſtream. Attend me all my days; ER Hi 
He brings my wand”rivg ſpirit back, | O may thy hovſe be mine abode, | Al 

When 1 forſake his ways; Hog 


And all my work be praile, 


— 


': Om Bo OTIS 


Jam not worthy of the leaft of all thy mercies, and of all the truth which thou haft | 
He ued unto thy ſervant, GEN. xxxii. 10. Who am I, O Loxp Gop? and 
What is my houſe, that thou haft brought me hitherto ? 2 SAM. vii. 18, 


—— 


A Soul truly humble through afflictions highly eſteems the leaſt favour, 

and judges itſelf utterly unworthy of it, looking upon every thing, as 

a free gift only for JESs us CaurisT's ſake, Now, O my dear Father! it is 

true, in myſelf I deſerve none, no, not the leaſt of thy mercies; but as 

thou thought me more worthy, and given me thine own Son, who hath | 

| purchaſed all again, and paid a greut price for them; yet I firmly believe, 
that goodneſs and mercy will follow me all the days of my life. | 
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Now to the power of Gop ſupreme | *Twas his own purpoſe that begun | 
Be everlaſting honours given; | To reſcue rebels doom'd to die: A 
He ſaves from hell, (we bleſs his name) {| He gave us grace in CuR 15 r his Son | 
He calls our wand'rnig feet to heav'n, Before he ſpread the ſtatry ſky. 
| | 
Not for our duties or deſerts, | Tesvs the Lond appears at laſf. | 
But of his own abounding grace, And makes his Father's counſels known; | 
He works ſalvation in our hearts, Declares the greatiran'aQtions paſt 3 j 
And fo: ms a people for his praiſe, ; And brings immortal ee | 


* 


4 | | 
oY N 26. 
I beſeech you, therefate, bretbrer, by the mercies of Go, that ye preſent pear bodies 
- living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto GoD which is your reaſonable ſervices 
And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove What is that good and acceptable, and perfett will of 
Gop, Rom. Xit. 1, 2. 
HIS, in conjunction with the word of Gop and ſerious prayer, is the beſt 
means to know the will of Gop. The neglecting of it and uſing other 
means, is tempting GoD, and expoſing curſelves to the temptations and ſiftings 
of the wicked one. We may think ourſelves to be divinely con vinced by faith of 
the will of Gov, though we follow our own imaginations, and ſpoil the beſt of 
our actions. Self-will generally takes quick reſolutions, and has a great deal of 
aſſurance : whereas God very often leads his people blindly, and takes methods 
quite different from ours. Who therefore believes ſhall not make haſte,” ISA. 
'XXV111. 16. But be very careful that he does not miſtake ſelf-will and plauſible 
repreſentations for divine convictions and aſſurances cf faith; always ſtrictly 
examining himſelf firſt, whether his body, ſoul, will, and affections, are entirely 
offered up to the good will and pleaſure of Gop; for the only true ſervice ' 
which Gop delights in, is the ſacrificing our whole ſelves to him at all times, 
and. not only at church, but in all other places; ; that we do not conform to the 
world, but be daily transformed by the renewing of our minds. 


Tho' lifted eyes ſalute the ſkies, Lon, ſearch my thoughts and try. my ways 
And bended knees ihe yround, And make my ſoul. ſincere ; 
Vet Gor abhors the ſacrifice, Tnen ſhall I ard before thy face, 
Where the truth 1 1s not found, | And find acc . there. 
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N vain doſt thou dreſs up and adotn thyſelf, 0 my 61 WR meu 
4 approacheſt Cyaisr. To him thou muſt. come, filthy, naked, N 
miſerable as thou art; he will clothe and adorn thee himſelf; and in t 

ornament alone ſhalt thou rejoice. For the very beſt of our robes and 
performances are nat without ſpots, but ſtill want to be waſhed. in the 
blood of Cunlsr, and covered with his ornament, Rev. vii. 14. This | 
and this alone is the way to enjoy and maintain true peace. This wall | 
enable us to rejoice that our names are written in heaven. = 


Awake my heart, ariſe my tongue, 


Prepare a tuneful voice ; 
In Gov, the life of all my joys, 
Aloud will I rejoice, | 


'Tis he adorn'd my naked ſou], 
And made ſalvation mine; 

Upon a poor polluted worm 
He makes his graces _ 
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Twill . rejoice in the LoxD, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in yy Go; for be bas ||| 
clothed me in the garments of ſalvation, he has covered me with the robe of | 

Pighteouſneſs; as à bridegroom decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as & "bride | 
adorns herſelf. with ber u, Is A. Ixi. 10. 


In ſweeteſt harmony of praiſe, 


LA E 


The Spirit wrought my faith and who 
And hope and ev'ry grace; 
But Jesus ſpent his life to work 

The robe of righteouſneſs, 


Strangely, my ſoul, art thou array'd 
By the great ſacred Three! 


Let all thy pow'rs agree, 
1.5 


— 
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Nav fined againfl the Lok D. — Divine anſwer; The Lord alſo hath put away 
> thy Ain; thou "ſhalt not die, 2 SAM. Xii. 13. For if we would judge ourſelves, 
ave ſbould not be judged, 3 COR, xi. 31. * 1 : 
HE that with unfeigned repentance accuſes and judges himſelf, ac- 
11 Counting his own righteouſneſs and beſt doings as filthy rags, will 
; Tfoen receive grace, pardon, and remiſſion of all his fins at once, though 
| "*challiſement may follow; for grace is not divided as gifts are. Gon 
through Cuz1sr, receives the whole perſon of a penitent ſinner into his 
Tayour, forgiving both original and actual fins in one inſtant ; fo that ei- 
ther none or all are forgiven : not one, even the leaſt, is forgiven only on 
account of our repentance (as ſome vainly imagine) without the blood of 
Cur1sT ; but by this, all, even the moſt heinous, are taken away; ſor the 
blood of Currsr cleanſes us from all fins, 1 Joxs 1. 7. | 


Skew pity, Lon v, O Lon p forgive, J Should ſudden vengeance ſeize my breath, 

Let a repenting rebel live; 2 I muſt pronounce thee juſt in death; 

Are not thy mercies large and fre? And if my ſoul waz ſent to hell, 

May not a ſinner truſt in thee? Thy righteous law approves it well. 

My lips with ſhame my fins confeſs, My crimes are great, but don't ſurpaſs, 
Againſt thy law, againſt thy grace; The power and glory of thy grace ; 

LoxD, ſhould thy judgment grow ſevere, | Great God, thy nature has no bound, 


I am condemn d, but thou art clear, © vo let thy pard'ning love be found! 


* Has wi 
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1 the underfianding darkened, being alienated from the life of Gov, through 
the ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their heart; wwho'being- 


' paſt feeling, have given themſelves over unto e Yo work all un- 


cleanneſs with greedineſs, EPH. iv. 18, 19. 


: FF a man be naturally dead, bring a candle into the room, he ſees it not; let 
the ſun ſhine in his face, he perceives not the beauty, nor feels the warmth 
thereof; offer him rich preſents, he receives them not; he hath no eye to ſee 
them, no heart to deſire them, no hand to reach out unto them. Thus it is with 
one that is ſpiritually dead; let the ſunſhine of the goſpel blaze out never ſo clear, 
he ſees it not, becauſe he is in darkneſs ; though he live under plentiful means, 
and rich diſpenſations, yet he is blind and ſottiſh : offer unto him the rich pearls 
of the goſpel, thoſe rich treaſures of grace in CHRISTH JeSvs, yet he hath no 


heart to them, no hand of faith to lay hold upon them; ſo blind, ſo ſottiſh, fo | 


ſtupid and ſenſeleſs is be, that though theſe rich treaſures; theſe graces, theſe 


pearls of the goſpel, be conveyed unto him in earthen veſſels, in a plain and 
familiar manner, yet he doth not, he cannot apprehend them; judgments do 


not affright him, and mercies cannot allure or perſuade him; yet this creature 
is all life in the clement of ſin, he loves-it, he pleads for it, he commits it with 
greedi neſs. This is St. Paul's account of the unconverted Gentiles ;. and, how 
many ſuch have we under a Chriſtian name? O LoRp, exert thy great power, 
quicken all that are thus dead in treſpaſſes and fins ; © turn them from darkneſs 
to light, and from the power of Satan to thine own ſelf.” Amen. 
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with wings as eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, and they Shall walk 


44 not faint, Is A. xiv. 31. For tbe Lok p i- good unto them that wait for bin, 
to the ſoul that Jeet? bim, Lau. BI. 2 $1 


1 
0 
. 
+ Wey that wait upon the Lorp ſhall renew. therr Hrengib, they ſhall mount u 
: 


i» F 


The more we wait-2nd-are inſtant in prayer, ſo much more will he give: 


| for his children; but that we may not abuſe them, he gives them enjoy- 
ment only when it moſt needful. Therefore we may confidently ſay, 
ſuch and ſuch gifts I have, ſince I have prayed for them: They are aQually 


1 | t in death andi in e | 


= My it looks to Gov alone, . | When helpers fail and foes invade, 
I 12 rock and refuge i is his throne; Goo 18 our all- ſufficient aid. 5 - 
In all muy fears, in all my 1 
5 | | For ſov*reign pow'r reigns not alone 
| My foul on his ſalvation Waits. Ses is a-pagtyer of his throne 3 12 
Profit bim, ye ſaints, in all your ways, 1 | Thy grace and juſtice, mighty Lon D, 
| | Shall well divide our — n 


Four out your hearts before his face; 


I —_ * e my. ſoul doth avait, . cxxx. 1 s. anſwer ; 


HEN we have prayed, we muſt remember to. wait alſo; for it is 
not only an expreſs command, but very ee to the Lokp. 


| Nay, he always Rears and grants our petitions direſtly, and lays them up 


laid up for me, and the uſe and benefit thereof I ſhall reap in due ſeaſon, 


r "BY 


In the multitude "of my thoughts abi nue, 157 comforts delight my . PSALM 
8 xciv. 1% See allo 2 Cor. i. 3-5. | 


A » Max whhous aiitions places his truſt and ſeeks bis comforts chiefly 
in temporal things; he is full of earthly deſires, and is the true image 


of vanity ; whereas we can never taſte the ſweet comforts of the word of 


Gov ſo well as under the burden of the croſs. There our ſpirits lometimes 
enjoy more reſt and joy than if we were without it, for then that word is 
fulfilled which Cnxz1sT ſays, Marr. xi, 30. My yoke is eaſy, and my 


burden is light.” Thus our hearts are ſet againſt the world, reconciled 
to heavenly things, and eaſily diſunited from many idols, which were im- 
2 to deny and forſake before; Well then may we bear this ſalutary 


arden, which will certainly-end, and who knows how ſoon, in eternal 

glory and reſt, And as the Loxp will alſo give patience and ſtrength ſuf- 

ficient for the day, ſo as to be never tempted above meaſure, there is abun- 
dant reaſon again to ſay, chat his burden is light indeed. 


"Tis good for me to wear the „ | Father, 1 bleſs thy gentle hand; 

For pride is apt to riſe and well; 1 How kind is thy chaſtiſing rod, 
*Tis good to bear my Father's ſtroke, That forc'd my conſcience to a ſtand, 
That 1 might learn his ſtatutes well, And brought my wand'ring ſoul to Gop ? 
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g J N 4, 1. 
I determined not to know any thing among you, ſave Ir s us CHRIST, and bin 
_ * erucified, 1 Cok. ii. 2. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom, &c. 

PSALM cxi. 10. The wiſdom that is from above is firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be intreated; full of mercy and good fruit, without partiality 
and without hypocriſy, JAMES. iii. 17. - Knowwledge puffeth up, but charity 


\ 


edifies, 1 Cok, viii. 1. 


inn ST crucified, and he alone, is the power and wiſdom of Gop; 
him all chriſtians; and eſpecially divines, ſhould make their particular 
practice to ſludy well. Were our faith built on human wiſdom, then ſurel 
carnal philoſophers would be the greateſt believers; whereas they are ſome- 
times the worſt infidels, or at beſt the moſt filly and faithlels people in 
times of diſtreſs. And beſides, their being — 6 up, 15 another evidence 
that they have not the true wiſdom; for the wiſdom from above is only 
With the lowly and babes, who pray for it earneſtly, Prov. xi. 2. Marr, 
xi. 25, What would all knowledge avail us then, without the knowledge 
of CurisT ? One ſpark of pure love yields more power than all the ſtores 
of empty human learning, May the Lord [esvs ſhed his love abroad in 
my heart; him have I determined only to know; his love at the croſs I ac- 
count for my greateſt wiſdom and glory. | 
They that would grow divinely wiſe, 


Our faireſt proof of knowledge lies 
Muſt with his love begin, 


In hating ev'ry fin, 


- 1 


2 wil not let thee go except thou Bleſs me, GEN. xxxii. 12. Forſake me not, O 
LorD, O-my God, PsALM xxXviii, 22.—Divine anſwer ; Behold I am with 
thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goeft ; for I avill not leave | 
thee until ] have done that which I bade ſpoken to thee of, GEN. xxviii. 15. 1 ||| 


Aub thee by name, and thou haft alſo found grace in my ſight, Ex0D. xxxii. 12 oo 
1 aoill never leave thee nor forſake thee, HEB. X11. 5. 


OD will have me to be faithful, and ſnould not he be ſo himſelf ? Am 
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I to truſt in his word, then ſurely he will not forſake me, but be as [i 
good as his word. Heaven and earth mult paſs away, but his word will j 
not: He is ever faithful. If I do not believe this, I believe no Goo at {jt 
all; but if I truly believe him to be faithful, I believe enough. This is 
| what he only deſires; and if I really do, my faith will not be moved even j þ 
in the hotteſt trials; the word will hold me up, though I receive it even j 1 
in weaknels., | 1 
Begin my tongue, ſome heav? nly theme, Proclaim ſalvation from the Lozp ir vu | l 
And ſpeak. ſome boundleſs thing ; | For wretched dying men ; 55 1 
The mighty works or mightier name His hand has writ the ſacred word | { 4 | | 
Of our eternal King. With an immortal pen. 4 1 | 
Tell of his wond'rous faithfulneſs, Engrav'd as in eternal brafs i wo 
And ſound his pow'r abroad | The mighty promiſe ſhines Cl | | 
Sing the ſweet promiſe of his grace, Nor cas the pow'is of darkheis taſe 9 | 
| And the perf. rming Cob. | | Thoſe everlaſting lines. i l 
4 1 


. by ics 
C2 
3 


5 LE . OE Bargs ny nn 


„ IS ky bh 008 


I ſay unto you, that every idle word that men ſhell ſpeak, tbey ſhall give account 
there e in the day of judgment, MATT. X11. 36. See alſo EPH. iv. 29. chap. v. 4. 


3 Hr all corrupt communication, jeſting, fooliſh talking, or whatever 


is not convenient and good to the ule of edifying, is plainly forbid- 
den. But who truly believes the report and the truth of theſe awful words? 
Surely the world does not believe them at all: this is quite plain, from 
that very common and ſhocking practice and cuſtom of Judging, lying, 
ſwearing, jeſting, and talking all manner of filthineſs; yea, even religious 
people very often do not believe and confider them enough, How many 
heedleſs, ſlanderous, idle, and unprofitable words, are ſometimes ſpoken 
by theſe? Be therefore careful, O my reader, to weigh every wort and 
to make light of none, for each will increaſe thine account. Whenever 
ye are going to ſpeak, let the queſtion be firſt, Is it needful to ſpeak ? does 
it tend to the glory of Gon? will it profit me, or others? O Lok p grant, 
that never an idle word may drop from my lips. Whenever 1 am to con- 
verſe with others, gis'e me grace firſt to converſe with thee by ſecret prayer. 
In all companies let thy preſence be before mine eyes, always looking upon 
thee as the chief perſon in the place, and receiving direction when and 
what I am to ſpeak. May thy good Spirit always teach me, and ſandlify 
all my thoughts and words, f 


£ 


Let every man abide in the ſame calliug wherein he Twas called, 1 Cox. vii. 20. 


N /[ OST of the employments of life are, in their own nature, lawful ; 
and all thoſe that are ſo, may be made a ſubſtantial part of our duty 
to Gov, if we engage in them only ſo far, and for ſuch ends as are ſuitable 
to beings that are to live above the world. This is the only meaſure of our 
application to any worldly buſineſs; it muſt have no more of our hands, 
our hearts, or our time, than is conſiſtent with an hearty, daily, careful, 
preparation of ourſelves for another life. For as all chriſtians, as ſuch, 
have renounced this world, to prepare themſelves, by daily devotion, and 
univerſal holineſs, for an eternal ſtate of quite another nature ; they muſt 
look upon worldly employments, as upon worldly wants and bodily in- 
firmities; things not'to be defired, only to be endured and ſuffered, till 
death and the reſurrection has carried us to an eternal ſtate of real happi- 
neſs, A perſon's being called into the kingdom of grace, is not deſigned 


to make void the duties that reſult from the ſeveral ſituations of ſecular life, 
but to enforce the praRice of them in ſuch a way as may be moſt to the 
glory of Gon. He therefore, that does not conſider the things of this life 
in this point of view, as little or nothing in compariſon of the things that 


are eternal, cannot be ſaid either to feel or believe the greateſt truths of 
chriſtianity, 5 
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Aud the ineſt of man ſball be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of men Hall be 


made bow; and the Lord alone ſball be exalted in that day, Is A. ii. 17. 
PDR DE was not made for man,“ ſays the ſon of Sirach; and, © the 
proud in heart are an abomination to the LoD; and yet what more 
commonthan pride and ſelf-righteouſneſs among the fallen children of Adam? 
do deeply are they ingraſted in our corrupt natures, that nothing ſhort of 
almighty grace can root them uß. | 
It is the great deſign and effedd of the bleſſed goſpel, wherever it is ap- 
plied to the heart by the Spirit of God, to mortify this curſed temper, In 
that day the haughtineſs of man, his ſelf-will, which he ſet up in oppo- 


| fition tothe will of Gop, ſhall be brought down; and his ſelf-righteoulneſs, 


by which he thought to recommend himſelf. to the favour of Gop, ſhall 


be made low; and Carrr, and his righteouſneſs alone, ſhall be exalted. 


Hath this precious promiſe ever been fulfilled in thy experience, O my 
foul? Is the will of Gop thy rule? Is the righteouſneſs of CHRIST thy 
hope? And is the language of thy heart and life, Let Gop in all things be 
exalted in me and by me through CHRIST ]J:sus Without this, O my foul, 


tay profeſſion is vain, thy faith is alſo vain, and thou art jet in thy ſins, 


1 know alſo, my Gov, that thou trieft the heart, and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs, 
1 CHRON. xxix. 17. He is à buckler to them that wall upritbily, PROV. xi. 
8. The Lok n looks on the heart, 1 SAM. XVI. 7. Cas: 


'INCE Gop cannot be deceived with a mere outward form, though ever 
0 ſo fine; it is not an infallible proof of a ſincere, real converſion, if 4 
man has reformed only the groſſer fins of his former life, much leſs if he 
only abſtains from ſuch things which by nature he is not ſo much inclined 
to : but if our hearts are changed, and eſpecially in thoſe things we have 
the ſtrongeſt propenſity to, this 1s an infallible evidence of a true conver- 
ſion. For theſe inward capital enemies, the Logo and all his upright 
followers attack moſt, betore all the reſt. But if thou wouldeſt give over 
that which is deareſt to thee, thou muſt know and believe firſt, “that 
Cux1sT loves thee.” Theſe thqughts we muſt proſecute, though all other 
things ſhould be forgotten. 5 | 


Miſtaken fouls! that dream of heav'n, Tis faith that changes all the heart; 
And make their empty boaſt Dis faith that works by love; 

Of inward joys and fins forgiv'n, That bids all ſinful joys depart, 
While they are ſlaves to luſt. And lifts the thoughts above, 

Vain ate our fancies, airy flights, Faith muſt obey her Father's will, 
If faith be cold and dead ; e As well as truſt his grace; 

None but a living pow'r unites = A vard'ning Gop is jealous ſtill 

\ To CHRIST ihe living bead. | For dis own holineſs. 
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| I will bedge up thy way abith thorns, and make a wall that foe ſball not find ber | 
. paths; and ſbe ſhall follow after her lowers, but fhe ſhall not overtake them ; and 


ſhe ſhall ſeek them aud not find them; then ſhall ſbe ſay, I will go and return unto 
my firft huſband, fer then was it better with me'than now, Hos EA 1 il. 5,7. 


8 it is only with thee, O my dear Saviour, that Ian be happy, I would never 


even under good pretences, I deſire to have my way well hedged up, and be en- 
compaſſed every where wth thorns. Let me quickly diſcover, and crueify every 
thing which can in the leaſt diſturb me in the enjoyment of thy loye, that I may 
always cloſely walk with thee alone; and never ſtep one inch out of thy way, for 
fear of running myſelf into the thorns, and bringing unneceſſary ſufferings upon 
me; though I do not mean to avoid the croſs of CHRIS in other reſpects; but 
would willingly ſubmit to any ſufferings, which are never without good fruit. 

Glory be to thee, O my bleſſed Saviour, that thou haſt not given me up yet, 
and ſuffered me to run into deſtruction in my own ways. O be pleaſed to re- 
train me evermore; and whenever I am in danger to ſlide out into the broad 
way, grant that I may not find any reſt till I am brought back again, ſhould it 
even be by means of the pricking th&rns of afflictions, 


I know thy judgments, Lon b, are right, | Before I knew thy chaſt'ning rod, 
Tho” they may ſeem ſevere „ My feet were apt to ſtray; 
The ſharpeſt ſufferings-Il endure. * But now 1 learn to keep thy word, 


Flow from thy faithful-care, | Nor wander from the way, _ 


leave thee any more : and that I may not give thee the ſlip unawares, 


V 
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And he ſaid, Art thou my very ſon Eſau? And he ſaid, I am, GEN. xxvii. 24. 


HERE are certainly ſome palliating circumſtances in this affair, yet 

1 they are far from being ſufficient to exculpate either Jacob or his 

mother. The caſe may be thus ſtated : It cannot be denied on the one hand, 
but that both Jacob and his mother were juſtly to be praiſed for having a 
due eſteem of the paternal benediction, and for their endeavouring to at- 
tain it; ſince this could proceed from no other motive, but a full perſua- 
fion of the truth of Gop's promiſes and covenant with Abraham. And 


thus, from the conſideration of the goodneſs of the end, and of Jacob's 


title to the bleſſing, as an appendage to the birth-right, the pre-ordination 


of Gop, and Iſaac's approbation of the thing, when done, may be drawn 


ſome arguments to alleviate their crime. But on the other hand, it muſt 
be confeſſed, that the means uſed to attain their ends were highly criminal. 
Rebecca was wrong in her advice to her ſon, and he was wrong in follow- 
ing it; for though Gop, before he was born, deſigned him to inherit the 


bleſſing, yet he ought to have waited until the divine wiſdom opened the 


way, and not have anticipated Gop, and procured the bleſſing by an irre- 
gular act of his own, Beſides, both of them, by this act, preſumed to 
limit the power of God, by thinking that a complication of frauds was ne- 
ceflary for the accomplithment of the divine predictions, 


| 
| 
| 
l 
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| 3 ay af you be hardened through the a da 2 in, Hes. iii. 13. | 


OTH fin preſent itſelf, look upon it, as it muſt be, with tears, or thou 
ſhalt be in torments; if thou committeſt fin, and dieſt impenitent, 
thy foul is loſt, and thy redemption ceaſed for ever; for if thou committeſt 
fin, and doit not repent, yet what cloudings of the face of Gop! what. 
breaking of the bones, with David! what bitter pangs ! what painful 
throes 1 what ſhadows of death! what terrors of hell may ſeize upon thee, 
before thou canſt make thy peace, or ſettle thine aſſurance! Wilt thou give 
way to fin, becauſe it is deleQable, or becauſe it is pardonable? Who 
loves poiſon becauſe it is ſweet? or who drinks poiſon becauſe he may have 
an antidote? ſeeing it will work to his trouble, if it work not out his life! 
I have a precious foul, ſhall J loſe it for a luſt? I have a gracious Gop, 
ſhall I venture him for a ſin? No, Lob, give me grace to reſiſt ſin, give 


me victory over it; let me always reje that, for the indulgence of which 
I am ſure to laſe my peace, and endanger the loſs of my immortal ſoul, 
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This is be that came by water 9” blacd, even 18 CHRIST z- abt by water on- 

ly, but by water and blood ; and it is the Spirit that beareth witneſs, becauſe the 

Spirit is truth. He that belieweth on the Son of GOD, hath the witneſs in him- 

ſelf. And this is the record, that Gop hath given to us eternal life, 'and this life 
is in his Son, He that hath the Son, hath lifz, 1 JOHN v. 6, 10=—12. 


TESUS came with water and blood, not with water alone, with his holy k 


Spirit, to ſanttify us; but alſo with his blood, that he might firſt expiate 
our fins. We ſhould therefore, firſt of all, penitently ſeek, and obtain remiſ- 
ſion af ſins in his blood; then may we hope to obtain the water of life, the Holy 
Ghoſt, for our inward purification and ſanctification. And his holy Spirit will 
bear witneſs within us, that the Spirit, or the law of the Spirit, the Goſpel, is 
truth; that God will fulfil his word; and as he hath promiſed us, will give us 


everlaſtiag life. We have three witneſſes of it in heaven, and three on earth. 
And if we believe in CüRIs T, we have this true teſtimony in ourſelves; and 


may therefore aſſured ly know, that, having the Son of G0 d, we have 
life, eternal life; for he is, according to ver. 20. life eternal; and conſe- 
quently, being in him, we are already entered into everlaſting life. 


Let all our tongues be one, By water we are pur fy'd, 
To praiſe our Gop on high: | And parcon'd by the blood. 
| Who from his boſom ſent his Son, It coſt h:m cries and tears, 4 
To fetch us ſtrangers nigh, I To bring us near to Goo! 
My Saviour's pierced fide I Great was our debt, and he appears 


Pour'd out a double flood; M To make our payment good. 
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And no man . aſcended up to heaven, But he that came down Yom heavens 
even the Son of man, which is in heaven, JOHN iii. 1 5 


inn SY 
A . 
n K 
, 


O mere man whatſoever has entei ed, or can enter into the ſecrets of Gon's 4 

heart in heaven, relating to the great myſteries of ſalvation, ſo as immedi- \ 
ately and perfectly to underitand them, and make them known to others; but 
this privilege is peculiar to the Meſſiah, who is ſpoken of under the character of 
the Son of man,” Ps ALM IX xx. 17, and Dax, vii. 13. and alway s had an exiſt- 
ence in heaven as the Son of Gop ; and who came from thence in an incarnate 
ſtate, that he might reveal GoÞ's counſels to men. As many as are perplexed 

about the divinity of CgR1sT, the following note may help them to conceive of 
that matter more properly. As the divine and human natures were united in 
the perſon of Cx Is r, attributions are made of the properties of one nature to 
him, whilſt he is ſpoken « of 3 tilte which relates to his other nature. Thus, 
when it is ſaid, 1 Cok. ii. 8, * The Lord of glory was crucified,” and AcTs 
xx. 28. he is called Gop, who purchaſed the church with his own blood ;” 
the-meaning is not, that he, as the Loan of glory, was crucified, or, as God, 
ſhed his blood; as if the divine nature eould be crucified and bleed; but that 
the perſon, 50 was the Lok b of glory in one nature, was eruciged in the o- 
ther, &c. So when it is ſaid, “ the Son of man is in heaven;“ the meaning is not, 
that he, as the Son of man, was there whilſt he was on the earth; but that hey 
who was here in his human nature, Was there 1 in his divine. : | 


4 


Or guide the counſel: of his will? Flows * and mg beyond our Line, 
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4 wil perform my 5 TAR 8 you ; 1 I know the thoughts that I. think 
towards you, ſaith the Loa; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give You an 
expected end. Then you hall pray unto me, and I will bearken unto you; and ye 
Hall ſeek. me and find us: I will turn away your capituity, JER. xxix 10, 11, 13. 
For the word of the LORD 7s right; for he ſpoke _ it Was oY be 3 | 


and it flood faſt, Po al M xxxiii. 4, 9. 

* ERE it ſo light a matter to rely on the faithfulneſs of Gop in times 
Wo of diſtreſs, what need to give us ſo many and various promiſes ? If 
our faith be right, we muſt alſo endure and wait his time with patience, which 
certainly is not an eaſy taſk; ſince the promiſe of the Lok D not only tarries 
very often, but ſometimes even the counter-part will happen, that providence 
goes quite contrary to the word, and ſeems as if it could not be true at all. 
And then we muſt remember that theſe are the very ways and methods of 
Gop; which have ever been in the deep, and ated contrary to our expectation. 
This the corruption of our na urs requires; and the wiſdom of Gop ever 
chooſes firſt to help us inwardly, and prepare us to a right uſe of his out- 
ward helps and favours; and thus we receive always a double bleſſing at once 
trom his hands, 


Who 'ba'l pretend to teach him {1 ? | His wiſdom, like a ſea deine, 


2. 


Bebold, I awill allure her, and bring ber into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak comfortably 
uno ber, Hos. ii. 14. Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us 
lodge in the villages, CANT. vii. 11. - 1 


ons, the world is nothing to me but a wilderneſs, a place of tri- 


AF bulation, where, being daily toſſed to and fro, I enjoy no reſt; but 


whenever I lifted up my heart and looked for peace in thee by prayer, 


thou haſt always ſpoke comfortable zhings to me, and even carried me 
ſafe through all outward diſtreſſes. Grant tliat by this I may be ſtrength- 


ened for the time to come, when I am at a loſs again what courſe to 
take. Let me always firmly believe thee to be a preſent help in all 
things, who art willing and able to carry me furthermore through ever 

many and great troubles. and oppoſitions, till I ſball be ſafely arrived 
at the ports of heaven. 


Lon, what a wretched land is this, 5 Yet the dear path to thine abode 
That yields us no ſupply, 4 Lies'thro' this horrid land: 
No chearing ſruits, no who'eſome trees, Lorp! we would keep the heav'nly road. 
Nor ſtreams of living Joy ! = Man And run at thy command. 
But pricking thorns thro' ail the ground, - Ovr ſouls ſhall tread the deſart thro? 
And mortal poiſons grow ; | With undiverted feet; | 
And all the rivers that are found, And faith and flaming zeal ſubdue 
With dang'rous waters flow. | The terrors'that we meet, 
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with the“ bead (CA IS T Irsus) which came down from heaven.“ 
as we forgive others ;** but, alas! if Gop ſhould take them at their word, how undone were they, 


prayer 
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When you pray, ſay Our Father,” &c. Ye aſh and receive not, becauſe ye 
aſe amiſs, Lux xi. 2. JAMESIV, 3. | | 


ANY fay the Lon p's prayer, who do not pray it, they (like Auſtin before his converfion, 

when he prayed for chaſtity) are afraid, leſt G op ſhould hear them; they do not tate 

that Gop ſhould ſay Amen, or, So be it, though they themſelves would ſay ſo. They fay, © Our 

Father,“ but if he be their father where is his honour? They ſay, Which art in heaven; 

but did they believe it, how durſt they ſin as they do upon earth? They ſay, ** Hallowed be 

thy name ;*" yet take Gop's name in vain, They ſay, * Thy kingdom come; yet oppoſe the 

coming of his kingdom. They ſay, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; yet will not 

ſtand to their words, for“ this is the will of Gov, their ſanctification z** but they want none of _ 
that. They ſay, Give us this day our daily bread; yet mind not the feeding of their fouls 


They ſay, © Forgive us, 


whoſe hearts burn to malice and revenge. They ſay, ** Lead us not into temptation z?* yet ran 


into it, and tempt Satan himſelf to tempt them, They ſay, Deliver vs from evil; and yet 


| 7 
deliver themſelves to evil, and give up themſelves to fulfil the luſt of the fleſh, c. Tea it 
hath been obſerved, that they fin moſt againſt tis prayer, who fickle moſt for the ſaying of this 
Reader, how often haſt thou been guilty of ſuch vain petit ons and repetitions? Wonder 
not, if thou prayeſt in ſuch a manner as this, that thou art a poor receiver; imprint a ſenſe of the 


divine majeſty and mercy upon thy mind, that thy prayers may be fervent and earneſt, and Gov 
will bleſs thee, = | . a 


Aſſiſt and teach me how to pray; | What thou abhort'ſt, that let me flee, 
Incline my nature to obey ; 5 And only love what pleaſes ther. 
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Jegvs CurIsT the ſame vefterday, to day, and for ever, Hes. xiii. 8. V of 
Goo 7s made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſancti fication; that, as 
it is written, he that glories, let him glory in the LoRD, 1 COR. i. 30, 31. 
He has fimſhed the tranſgrelſion, he has made reconciliation for iniquity, be has 

» brought in ewerlaſting righteouſneſs, DAN. ix. Des In him have we righteouſ- 
meſs _ Arengib, Is A. xlv. 24. 


N e we find nothing but nüſery; in Cann all that is good; 


nay, he is himſelf our All; he works and gives what is neceſiaty tio 


falvation, therefore we cannot, and need not bring any thing to him of 
our own; but ſince he is made unto us wiſdom, righteouinels, ſanftih- 
e and all; we may, and muſt rely only on his name, and draw 
eyery thing from him by the continual prayer of faith. And he being 
our All, the law, fin, Satan, and even. our own judgments, have lolt 
their 1 and right of condemnation over us. 


—Junov. an ſpeaks, let Ifrael bear; ; | There's none bekde pretends to ſhew 
Let all the earth rejoice and fear, | Such juſtice and jal»atjon too. 
While Gop's eternal Son vroclaims In me alone ſhall men confeſs, 
His fov reign honours and his names, lies all their ſtrength and righteouſneſs; 
Jam the 1a@, and 1 the firtt, ! But ſuch as dere deſpiſe my name, 
The Saviour - Gop, and Cop the zuſt; | I'll clothe them with eternal ſhame. 
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Beloved, if Gop ſo lowed us, aue ought alſo to love one another, Jontxaiv. 11: I/ 
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unto you, Love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe yau, do good to them that hates _ 
you, and pray for them that defprtefully uſe you aiid perſecute you; that Joh > I 
be the children of your Father which 3 7s in heaven, MATT. v. 44. 


YPOCRITES may counterfeit the childien of God in many FE =o | 
but they cannot love their enemies from their hearts; and yet by 
this we muſt try and know ourſelves,. whether we are really children of 
Gos or not. The world very eaſily but falſly, ſuppoſes this; but ſincere 
chriſtians find it often very hard to believe it, without a divine ſence and 
aſſurance of it; it coſts them many a ſore conflict: for if Satan diſputed the 
Sonſhip of Enkisr, much leſs will he ſpare any of us. Eut ſince a true 
love to the children of God, and to our enemies, is a ſure evidence of 
our ſtate of grace, we have our titles clear to, it, though we ſhould walk 
in darkneſs, and be deſtitute of all plealant ſenſations; 
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Now by the bowels of my Go, | ; Let bitter words no more be known 
His ſharp diftreſs; his ſore complaints; Among the ſaints, the ſons of peace. 
By his laſt groans, Eis dying blood, Tender and kind be all our thoughts; 
I charge my foul to love the ſaints, SF: Thro' all our lives let mercy run: 
Clamour, and wrath, and war, beg2ne; So Gop forgives our num'rous faults, _ 
Envy aad ſite for ever ceaſe z | For the * CH8R18T his Son. | 
| 4 . 
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4nd be ſaid to his ſervant, Go up now, look toward the ſea. And he auent up and 
 - booked, and ſaid, There is nothing: and be ſaid, Go again ſeven times, 
_ x KiNGs xviil. 43. | | TR. + 


IX times Elijah's ſervant looked towards the ſea, before he could ſee 


KI any thing; the ſeventh time he ſaw a cloud, but no bigger than his 
- hand; yet the cloud, within a few hours, covered the heaven with 
darkneſs, and the earth with rain. Juſt ſo may be the caſe with many 
a one when he is praying to his Gop, as Caleb's daughter did unto her 
father, Ju pes i. 159, Thou haſt hitherto made me the owner of a dry, 
a barren heart, but give me now ſome ſprings of water, ſome feeling, 
at leaſt ſome ſorrow for my fins. Well, though at fix times bending 
of thy knees, Gop doth not grant it, and though at the ſeventh there 
appear but one ſmall drop ſwimming in thine eyes, yet be not diſcom- 
forted, that drop may prove a ſhower, the beginning of that thaw may 
at laſt diſſolve the very heart to water; or if not ſo, from that ſmall 


and as there is full joy for the total, the full converſion. of a ſinner, 
ſo there is a proportion, a meaſure of joy for one tear, nay, for one deſire 
of a tear, of any one ſinner that repenteth, . 8 . 


wit that ſpot of ſorrow, there is made a reflection of true repentance: 
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F j HE very ſame is to be obſerved in the holy and ſpiritual battles of the 
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Ye ball drive out all the inhabitants of the land; but if you will not drive out the 
inbabitants of the laud from before you, then it hall come to paſs, that theſe 

which you let remain of them, ſhall be pricks in your eyes and thorns in your fides, 
and ſhall ue you in the land wherein ye dwell, NUMB. xxxiv. 52, 55. See 
this fulfilled, TUBGES1, 27. chap. ii. 14. Manaſſeb did not drive out the in- 
habitants of Bethjhean, &c. and the Canaanites would davell in that land; ſo 
that they (the Iſraelites) could not any longer fand vefore their enemies, 


* 


Loxp. He that fights only againſt outward fins, is but very litile, if 
it all, acquainted with the dangerous enemies 1n bis heart, or the deep 
Grruption of original fin, and ſo the tempter may eaſily gain an advantage 
over him. Experienced chriſtians guard more againſt the inward aſſaults 
of wickedneſs; they are at peace with no fin, but keep up a canſtant war 
with all their moſt ſubtle and darling luſts, even when they appear under a 
ſpiritual diſguiſe, O Loxp, give me grace never to ſpare myielf, or any of 
my finful luſts and paſſions, but to deſtroy them without delay, as ſoon as 
they begin to move or ſtir, that 1 may not be deſtroyed by them, 


Forgive my guilt, O Prince of peace, Furniſh me, Lon p, with heavenly ar arms 
I'll wound my foul no more: From grace's magazine, 

Fence from my heart, ye fics, be _ And 1! proclaim eternal war 
der JESUS 1 adore, + | With ev'ry dailing fin, 
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In the An Gon created the hea ven and the earth ; and the earth was wwiths 
out form and void, and darkn. ſs was upon the face of the deep ; and the Spirit 
of GopD mowed upon the face of the waters, GEN. i. 1, 2. We are his wwork- 


manſbip, created in Cunrisr Jesus, Note, anto good Wor ks, Which Gob bas 


IAAF ordajucd, that ave /oould walk in them, EP H. ii. 10. 


HEREFORE E, before we can 440 truly good works, we muſt firſt be 


created and born a- new. How is it poſhble for a man to make any 


ff ppt in renovation, if a real change has not been wrought in his heart? 


e muſt needs be firſt tripped of our own righteouſneſs and ſtrength, anc 


made ſenſible of our ſpiritual nakedneſs, poverty, and nothingneſs, by tro 


repentance; then ſeek remiſſion of fins and be juſtified, before we can te 
ſanctified. Cukisr being the vine, we muſt firſt be planted in him, ard 
draw nouriſhment and ſtrength from him, by faith. When it 1s fulfilled, 
“they ſhall feed and lie down on his paſture, and none ſhall make chem 
*afrad,” Eben. iii. 13. T hen we ſhall be able to bring forth good fru ts, 


and Win victories, For it is Gos himſelf that thus makes us ; perfed | in 


every good work, and * a table before us in the preſence of our enemes. 


Might; "48 hall ſct me free O, make my ſoul alive to thee, 
EHtom my old ſtate of ſin; Create new hy rs within, 


4 
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title Lox p bavel righteouſneſs and ſtrengtb, Is A. xlv. 24. 2 COR. ii. 14. chap. v. 79. 


USTIFICATION through faith in CHRIST, at firſt is a very dark doctrine, 
hard to be underſtood; but afterwards we find, by experience, that it would 

be impoſſible to be ſaved in any other way, and that nothing can be ſures than 
this, though all mankind ſhould turn away from it. It will ſoon plainly appear, 
that all things, even our beſt performances, are unclean in the ſight of God, 


and could not be agreeable to him in the leaſt, without the covering of CHRIST 's : 


righteouſneſs, Thus we are brought to ſubmit entirely to Car1sT, and at laſt 
to look upon ourſelves wholly juſtified through him, which alone produces reſt, 
frrengeh, and a gentle ſpirit, the true image of CHRIST. 
In vain do we expect to effect this by the perſuaſions of our natural reaſon, or 

the ſtrong reſolutions of a generous mind. It is only to keep us off from earneſtly 

wreſtling in prayer, if by our own ſtrength ſometimes we are able to maſter our 
offections. But this is only a building of our own. The form of godlineſs we 
have without its power: we deceive our own fouls. Nothing can be pleaſing 
in the fight of Gov, and profit us in the laſt day, but what he works himſelf. 
Away therefore with all theſe doings of our own. Let us acknowledge the 
weakneſs and nothingneſs of our ſtrength, and apply in our poor, blind, naked, 
Joſt, and miſerable condition, to the righteouſneſs of CHRISTH's blood; then we 
mall alſo find power and dominion over ſin, Is A. XXXul1. 2. 


Sinners ſhall hear the ſound; _ . Our righteouſneſs and ſtrength is found 
I )heir thankful tongues ſhall own, la thee the Lon b alcoe. 
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8.—Gop's anſwer; Then fhalt thou call, and the Lox D ball anſwer; thou 
alt cry, and he ſball ſay, Here I am, Is A. lviii. 9. The LoRD 7s rich unto 


the name of the LoR D fhall. be ſaved; (this to the comfort of the weak, is 
_ ſeveral times repeated in ſcripture, JogL ii. 32. ACTS ii. 21. ROM. x. 12, 
3, 19.) Therefore when the righteous cry, the Lok D heareth them, aud deliver- 


all that call upon him, PSALM cxlv, 18. The prayer of a righteous man auail- 
eth much, JaMEs v. 16. | | | 
Glorious promiſe ! how can Gop deny me any thing now that I pray 
| for? He has paſſed his word for it; his Son has purchaſed it: the 
Holy Spirit inſpires the prayer; the word holds it forth, and the prayer of 
faith lays hold of it, and actually receives it. Prayer is the mouth of faith. 
If thou wilt have much, open thy mouth wide, and it ſhall be filled.” 


this, that we have nothing, but may obt 


all from Goo, and yet are fo 
loth to pray much and pray right. | 


Gov knows the pains his ſervants feel, And their beſt wiſhes to fulfil, 
He hears his children cry; - | His grace is ever nigh, 


Is the day of my trouble 1.avill call upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, Ps AL MIXX Xvi. 


all, who call upon bim; and it ſball come to paſs, that whoſoever ball call upon 


eib them out of all their troubles, PSALM Xxxiv. 18. The LORD ts nigh unto. 


Who then ſhould not be ſtirred up to Pray much! O what fooliſhneſs is 
n 


nocent of his right, perverts juſtice, therefore threatened, Zecun. iv. 5 


through the blood of CHRIST, and all to watch and pray againk it. 


Swear not at all, Marr. v. 34. 


WEAR not by the creatures, for that in effect is ſwearing by their maker. 

Nor by him, but when called to it by authority for confirmation, and put - 
ting an end to ſtrife; and even that is to be done with ſeriouſneſs, ſincerity, and 
circumſpection; in truth, and therefore not falſly, or deceitfully, which is 
calling the Gop of truth to witneſs a ie; St. Paul regarded it as * the truth 
* of Gop,” Rom. ix. 1. and ſo will all good men, PsaL u xxiv. 4,—lIn judg- 
ment, not raſnly, vainly, unadviſedly, or needlefsly, as Saul, 1 Sam. xiv. 39. 
Such oaths, promiſes, and vows, are better broke than kept, becauſe they are 
enſnaring and dangerous; but beſt not made at all; conſideration is always ne- 
ceſſary in righteouſneſs; the matter lawful and poſſible, otherwiſe it will 
be inexpedient, ſinful, and ruinous. If for every idle word we muſt give an 


account in the day of judgment, then ſurely for every idle, trifling, common 


oath, ſuch as, “ Faith and troth, Gop bleſs me, By my ſoul, As I live and 
e breathe, O CHRIS T,“ &c, Much more for horrible curſing and blaſphemy, 
which profanes God's name, is the language of the bottomleſs pit, ſprin gs from, 
and tends to it. In a word, perjury, which is a complicated fin robs the in- 

- Gop 
often takes the talſe ſwearer and imprecator of vengeance at his word, in ſtrik- 


ing him dead on the ſpot. Lord ! help the guilty to repent and ſeek pardon 
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Dearly beloved, avenge not yourſelves, but rather give place unto auraty ; for it is 
evritter, Vengeance is mine, I will repay, ſaith the Lok Db, ROM. Xa. 19. 


TUDGE ye then, my brethren, would it be wiſe to ſnatch the rod out of 
che all- powerful hand of Goo to take it into our own, even was it in 


Sur power to do it? We are taught by the holy prophet not to avenge our- 


ſelves, it being daring preſumption to uſurp Gop's province, and to ſtep 
into his throne. He that chaſtiſeth the nations, ſhall he not correct? Might 
may overcome right for a time, to try Gop's children: but whether that 
is x with a cloſe hand, fo as not to be diſcovered ; or with a high hand, 
fo as not to be controuled, Gop will in his due time ſhew himſelf, and al-, 


ſert his prerogative againſt all that infringe it. It is therefore our wiſdom, 


when we ſuffer wrong, to call to mind, and copy our blefled Loxp's me- 
ritorious lence, committing ourſelves to him that judgeth righteouſly. 


Grace ewells with juſtice on th: thro ne, When God in his own ſ-v' reign ways 
And men that Jove thy word, Comes down to fave th' oppreſt, 
Have in thy ſanctuary known The wrath of man ſhall work has praiſe, 


Ihe counſels of the Lc D. | And he'Il reftrain he rot. 
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If any man be in Car1sT he is a new creature, 2 Cor. v. 17. 


2 no man be diſcouraged from coming to CHRIST, becauſe he finds 


not in himſelf that godly forrow for Un, that ability to repent, that 
diſpoſition of heart which he deſires to have; we muſt firſt be i in CnRISsSr, 
before we are new creatures. This is a common fault among us; we would 
fain have ſomething before we come; we think God's pardons are not free, 
bat we muſt bring ſomething in our hand; whereas the proclamation rung 


thus, © Buy without money z” that is, come without any excellency at all ; 


ec we are commanded to come and take of the water of life freely. 


Therefore do not fay, I have a finful diſpoſition, and a hard heart, 2 


cannot mourn for fin as I ſhould, therefore I will ſtay till that be dos 


It is all one as if you ſhould ſay, [ mult go to the phyſician, but I will have 


my wounds well, and my diſeaſe healed firſt, The end of going to Carisr 
is, that this very hardneſs of thy heart may be taken away; that this ve 

deadneſs of thy ſpirit may be removed; that thou mayeſt be enlivened, 
quickened, healed; that thou mayeſt hate lin, for he 3s thy phyſician; look 5 


Ben e eee before juſtification; nor for the fruits of . 


before thou art made righteous by faith in him; thou muſt 
Cugisr, before thou canſt be a new creature. 


arſt in 
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All things are lawful unto me, but all things are ; not expedi mY all things are law- _ J 
Fil for me, but I will nat be brought under the power of any, 1 COR, vi. 12 


ANY that are well affected to religion, that receive inſtructions of piety 
with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, often wonder how it comes to paſs, that 
they make no greater progreſs in that religion which they ſo much admire, 

No the reaſon of it is, becauſe religion lives only in their head, while ſome- 
thing elſe has poſſeſſion of their heart; and therefore they continue from year 
to year mere admirers and praiſers of piety, without ever coming up to the 
reality and perfection of its precepts. If it be aſked why religion does not get 
poſſeſhon of their hearts; the reaſon is, not becauſe they live in groſs ſins or 
debaucheries, for their regard to religion preſerves them from ſuch diſorders : 
but becauſe their hearts are conſtantly employed, perverted, and kept in a 
wrong ſtate, by the indiſcreet uſe of ſuch things as are lawful to be uſed : for 
our ſouls may receive an infinite hurt merely by the abuſe of innocent and law- 
ful things. What 1s more innocent than reſt and retirement ? and yet what 
more dangerous than floth and idlenefs ? what is more lawful than eating and | 
drink ing? and*Fet what more deſtructive of virtue than ſenſuality and in- 
dulgence? How lawful and praiſe-worthy is the care of a family? and yet | 
what ſo prejudicial as a worldly and ſolicitous temper ? Reader, follow the apoſ- 

tes and beware of la ful things; kecp ny heart tree from the power of them. 
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And the inhabitants ſhall not ſay, 1 am fick : the people that davell therein all be 


forgiven their iniquity, Isa. xxxiii. 24. See allo PSALM xxx. 4. EZER, 
Xvi. 63. LUKE Vit, 1. JOHN ii. 1, 2. | Or 


H theſe paſſages we ſee that a right belief of the remiſſion of ſins, or of 
juſtification, conſtrains us moſt of all things to fear and love Gop, 


which cannot fail of producing true holineſs. This faith of a believer hang- 
ing upon grace, and fixing its eye on Cur1sT alone, as conſcious there is 
nothing good in him, but much evil, humbling him, both Wy him in 


reſt and joy, and maxes him willing and able to run the chriſtian race; 
whereas a reliance on works and experiences, puff, up, and produces no- 


ching but unbelief, uneatineſs, uncertainty, and weaknels : good works 
and gracious experiences are very comfortable and encouraging, but are 


not to be depended upon. 


There is a voice of ſoy" reign grace J Stretch out thine arm, victorious Kin 
Soonqds from the ſacred word; My reigniug fins ſubdue ; Hs 
Fo! ye deſpairing ſinners, come Drive the old oragon from his ſeat, 
And truſt upon the Lon v. | And form my ſoul a-aew, 
My foul obe: s th' almighty call, A guilty, weak, and helpleſs worm, 
And runs to this relief; 4 On thy kind arms | fall: 
I would believe thy promiſe, Loxp; | Be thou my firength ana righteouſacſs, 


O!] belp my undel:cf, f 1 My Jesus 8 All. 
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ven moos gift, and ey perfect gift 13 from above, Janne 3 i. 17. 


) EADER, it is a point of the greateſt importance for thee to know, 
that every evil thing is of thyſelf, and every good thing e * 
hour faith we cannot be ſaved; but, ſaith St. Paul, EH. ii. 8. by 
& grace are ye ſaved through faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is the. 
e gilt of Gop.” We are called upon to repent ; but in Acts v. 31, we 
read that ' Curisr is exalted at the father's right hand, to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael.” —We muſt be born again, 
but regeneration is wnolly of Gop's will; © which were born, not of 
<5 blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of Gov,” 
Joan i. 14, —Saving knowledge is likewiſe the gift of God; * to you it 
7. is given to know the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven,“ Marr. iv. 
11. Effectual calling is alſo of Gop's grace, 2 TI u. i. 9. juſtification is 
of Gon's grace, we are juſtified freely. Adoption alſo is an act of grace, he 
vouchſafes that high privilege, not in common to all, but only to ſo many 
as he pleaſeth. Perſeverance'in duty is allo God's oiſt, for „we are pre- 
* ſerved by the power of Goo to ſalvation.” Eternal life is alſo a gift, for 
« the giſt of Goo is eternal life through Jzsus CHRIS.“ The knowledge 
of theſe things, reader, will keep thee humble and e e and dil 
oak thee to give to Go the glory of his grace, 
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We would ſee JESUS. Search the fſeriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal 


life, and they are they which teflify of me, JOHN xii. 21. and chap. v. 39. 


T is remarkable, that the wiſe men travelling to find CxRIsr, followed 
only the ſtar; and as long as they had that in their view they were af- 
ſured that they were in the right way and we may believe had great plea- 
ſure in their journey; but when they entered into Jeruſalem (whereas the 
ſtar led them not thither, but into Bethlehem} and there would be inſtrue- 
ted where Cur1sT. was born, they were not only ignorant of the place 
where, but they had alſo loſt the fight of the ſtar that ſhould guide Gn 
thither. Whereby we are taught this uſeful leſſon, that when we are 
going to learn CHRIST, to ſeek CHRIST, who is above, to beware we loſe 
not the ſtar of Goo's word, which only is the mark that ſhews us where 
CHaR1sT is, and which way we may come to him: Whereunto may be 
added, that if with David we make the word of Gon a lanthorn to our 
feet, and a light to our paths,” we ſhould not be led aſide by every falſe 
fire that preſents itſelf to us; but by keeping cloſe to the word of Gop, we 
ſhall be brought to the knowledge of Cugaisz here, and to the full enjoy- 
ment of him hereafter. Reader, this little book is only deligned to lead 
thee to © ſearch the ſcriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto ſal- 
vation through faith in Jesvs CHRIST.“ | | 
Eternal life Gop's word imparts, Here ſweeter comforts cheer our hearts 
Wherean each fainting ſpirit lives, = Than all the round of gature gives. 
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Let no corrafpt Communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good: fo 

the uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grate unto the bearers : and grieve not 

. "the holy Spirit of Gob. Let not filthineſs be once named among you, nor fooliſh 
"realtime, nor jefting, Which are not convenient, EPR. iv. 29. Chap, v. 4. 


IDE words are hurtful words; they grieve the holy Spirit, deſtroy what 
1 power has been obtained by prayer, and cauſe nothing but levity and 
Giſtraction of mind. Let this be a caution againft talking too much; for 
if jt does not tend to the glory of Gov, it is nothing but corrupt commu- 
nication. May all chriſtians take heed to refrain their tongues, and never 
Tpeak unadvifedly ; but always conſider firſt whether their words can be 
Profitable to others, and acceptable to God in heaven. O Loxo, teach 
The by thy wiſdom to put a lock to my mouth, and to weigh every word like 
gold. Let my heart and lips be moved and governed by thy holy Spirit, 
that both my filence and talking may be according to thy will and direction. 
Grant that I may always chiefly converſe with thee in praver and thankſ- 
giving, for the good of my own Toul and others. And whenever I am io 
open my lips in due time, let my words be ſo ſeaſoned and bleſſed as to ad- 
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"miniſter grace to the hearers. 


80 let our lips and lives expreſs —- 80 let our words and v'rtyes ſhine 
The holy goſpel we rrofeſs ; To prove the dectrine all divine, ] 
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and be dreamed, and bebold, a ladder ſet upon the earth, and the top of it reached 
to beaveu : and. bebuld, tbe angels of God aſcending. and deſceudiug on ig, 
GEN. XXVIl. 12. | | e == <3 


183 


2 


This ladder is an emblem of the divine providence, which governs all 
A things. Its being ſet upon the earth, denotes the Readineis of provi- 


dence, which nothing is able to unſettle; its reaching up to heaven, ſtgni- 
fies its univerſality, 'or that it extends to all things : the ſeveral ſteps of the 


| ladder are the motions and actions of providence; the angels going up and 


down, ſhew that they are the great miniſters of providence, never idle, 
but always employed in the preſervation of the juſt; their aſcending, means 
their going up to receive the divine orders and commands ; and their de- 
ſcending, their coming down upon carth to put them in execution. So 
that, in this repreſentation, Gos ſignified; to Jacob, now full of care and 
uneaſy apprehenſions, that the man who was under the cuſtody and pro- 
tection of divine providence, wanted not company in a wilderneſs.; want 


cd not ſecurity in the midſt of dangers; wanted not direction in the moſt 


difficult undertakings ; ſince there were ſo many miniſtering ſpirits holding 
correſpondence between earth and heaven, and daily and hourly “ ſent 
forth from Gop's preſence to miniſter unto them who ſhall be heirs f 
* lal vation.“ | | | +5 9 
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r 
Alleluia; for. the Loxp Go D omnipotent reigneth, Rx v. xix. 6. | 
FAX OD is the Loxp of hoſts, he is the great commander of heaven and 
earth; he it is that direQs the conflicts, neither are any put to try 
maſtery, no field pitched, no battle fought, but by his ſpecial order and 
commilton, and all for the accompliſhment of his glory. But it befalleth 
us, as it doth with them which ſtand in the ſame level wherein two great 
armies are ready to engage, they conceive them to be a diſordered multi- 


| tude; whom, notwithſtanding, if they beheld from a high hill, they would 
daiſcern that they were artificially ranged, and every one ſerving under his 
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-own colours. Even fo men, who behold the ſtate of the world, with the 
eyes of fleſh and blood, dim by reaſon of the corruption of their judgments, 
and weakneſs of their affections, think all things are out of order; they 
e ſee ſervants riding on horſes and princes going on foot:;” that the worſe 
men are, the better they fare; and they fare the worſe, the better they are; 
but if they would go into Gop's ſanctuary, and judge of occurrences by 
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| . "heavenly principles, then they would confeſs, that no army on earth can ; 

[| be better marſhalled, than the great army of all the creatures of heaven and ; 

ceearth, yea, and of hell too; and that, notwitſtanding all appearances to the 

$7 . contrary, all is well, and will end well, eſpecially to Gop's pe.,..c; and | 

that the Gop of order will bring light out of darkneſs, and order out of tne |} 
| j greateſt confuſion, could they but have patience, and let him alone with his 


3 own work. 


tree to redeem us, ever lives, and ever loves, and ever pleads our cauſe, while 
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Thou haſt thruf fore at me, that I. 1 fall; but the LoRD belped me. Prefer rwed 
in JESUS CHRIST, and called, PSALM Cxvill. 13. JUDE 1. 


ESUS was in the council, undertook our cauſe, ſtruck hands in the covenant” 
as our ſurety 3 wrought out a righteouſneſs for us, ſuffered our curſe on the 


he repreſents our perſons before the everlaſtingly gracious, and infinitely juſt 
and righteous JEHOVAH, his Father and.our Father, now well pleaſed with us, 
. becauſe accepted and preſerved in the beloyed. Are theſe things ſo? And has 
the Loxo, the Spirit, the glor:fier of IEsus, enlightened our underſtandings 
to ſee theſe things, enabled us to believe, and aſſured our hearts of our own 
happy ſhare and intereſt in them? O my ſoul, ſtop, reflect, dwell on ſuch won- 
derful power, marvellous favour, diſtinguiſhing love, and appropriated merey | 
Nou let all mine enemies exert their utmoſt power, I will not be afraid. Afflie- 
- tions, pains, temptations may await me, waves and ſtorms may go over my 
head. Satan may ſift me as wheat, the waters of death may prove bitter ta my 
taſte, yet will 1 not be diſcouraged ; he that died for me, will take care of me; 
he that pardoned my aggravated offences, will heal my infirmities'; he that 
knew the power of temptation, will ſupport and deliver me out t of all. This I 
believe, LosD, help my unbelief 5 : 
The wiſdom, the power, the love, the promiſe, the covenant, and the oath 
of JEHoVAH, itand all engaged for the an of a poor, dependent be- 
| hiever in JI ss. Alleluia. ; | 
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rk of mt, for J an be 8 1 in TORY and ye ſball find reft unte your 

fouls, Marr. xi. 29. Be clothed with humility, for Gop reji/ts the proud, and 
\ Fives grace to the humble. Humble yourſelves therefore under the mighty band 
* that be may exalt you in due time, 1 PET. v. 5, 6. 


| uch: as are haughty and ſelf-conceited, ruſh againſt the mighty hand of 
Gov, and deſtroy themſelves : but thoſe that bow and humble under 
it, will be protected by the ſame. Whatever ſkil! of learning and demon- 
ration we may acquire in the ſchools of human ſciences, if we do not 
a learn to be lowly in heart, and dead to the world, the ſcripture does not al- 
low us to be truly wiſe and enlightened, but calls us © poor, blind, miſerable, 
„ worldly ſtudents of. glory,” Pxov. xi, 2. 1 Cos. firſt and ſecond chap- 


ters. Therefore, © The more a man dies to this world, the more he is 
. enlightened,” a 


Log D, if thou the grace impart, 1 Pleas'd with all the Lon p ride 


Voor in ſpirit, meęlk in heart, | Wean'd from all the world beſides, 
I ſhall as my Maſter be, 8 
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WN in humility. Father, fix my ſoul on thee, 
: 1 Ev'ry. evil let me flee; 
Simple, teachable, and mild, Nothing want beneath, above; 


4 Chang's into a litt le child ; 1 Happy in thy precious love, 
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5 | And 'Facob, went on his way, and the angels of Gop met him, Gen. xxxii. 1. 

2 | „5 | | OS 

an A S Jacob was favoured with a heavenly viſion, when he firſt departed - 
from his father's houſe; ſo the divine Being thought proper again tb 

* favour him with the ſame token of his protection at his return thither, 


thereby to encourage him to meet with confidence thoſe dangers he had to 


et encounter, Hence we may obſerve, that when Gov deſigns his people 
n- for extraordinary trials, he prepares them by extraordinary comforts. We 
ot ſhould think it had been more ſeaſonable for theſe angels to have appeared 
* to him juſt in the heat of his engagement, either with Laban before, or 
f Eſau after, than in this calm and quiet interval, when he ſaw not himſelf 

; in any imminent peril, But God will have us, when we are in peace, to 
Py provide for trouble; and when trouble comes, to live upon former obſerva- 
18 | 


tions and experiences; or, however, to draw comfort and encouragement _ 
from them; knowing aſſuredly, that he who has delivered in fix troubles, 
will alſo deliver in ſeven; and in due time out of all, This may be an 
emblem of Gop's people at death, who are then returning to Canaan, to 
their heavenly Father's houſe: and then the angels of Gon will meet them, 
to congratulate the happy finiſhing of their ſervitude, and carry them to 
their everlaſting reſt, Ds; 


* 
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For by 15 Words thou Halt be FIR and ty thy words thou fat 15 condemited, 
MATT. XU. 37. 


Fl 


L PT "HE 8 bent and turn of a man's diſcourſe, is a Fr les to the | 


diſpoſition of his mind; for out of the abundance of the heart the 


2 mouth ſpeaketh.” Other outward marks may be imitated ; but to offend 


not in tongue, to be free from detraction and boaſting, to ſpeak the truth 
an love, to let no corrupt communication” (nothing contrary to peace 


or holineſs) * proceed out of the mouth ;” this is the finger of GOD. Here 


the Hypocrite and Formaliſt always My Let us earneſtly pray for grace 
to bridle the tongue. O Lox, ſet a watch upon my mouth, keep the 
doors of my lips;” that I may never bring a reproach upon my profeſſion, 
by ſpeaking proud, falſe, fooliſh, or cenſorious words. 


The tongue, that moſt ET pow'r, 1 Lon p! can a feeble helpleſs worm 
Requires a ſtrong reſtraint; 5 Perform a taſk fo hard 
We muſt be watchful ey'ry hour, _ Thy grace muſt all the work perform, 


And pray, but never fa:nt, And give the free reward, 
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Loſe them and bring them unto me ; and if any ſay aught unto you, ye ſhall ſay, 
the LoRD bath need of them, and ſtraigbtæway he will ſend them, MATT. xxi. 
2, 3. The Spirit of the LoxD came mightily upon him, and the cords that were. 
upon bis arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and bis bands looſed 
From bis hands, Jose xv. $4 


Hus the Spirit of che Lorp makes us free from all ſpiritual bonds ; 
for © where the Spitit of the Lox is, there is liberty,” 2 Cor. iii. 

17. Though I was torn from Cuzisr dy the enemy; yet as a robber he 
ets no right to me. Ch RIS does not give up for this reaſon his right, 
which he has to me on ſo many accounts; and as ſoon as I am willing by 
his grace to give up myſelf to him, and deſire to be delivered from the 
power of Satan, he vindicates and ſaves me, as his property; I am his, 
Satan looſes his hold, and nothing in the world can withhold me frym Rs 
All the ſetters muſt fall off. 


What tho? the hoſts of death and hell My Gop has broke the ſerpent's teeth, 
All arm'd againſt me ſtood, | And death has loft his ſting. 

Terrors no mere ſhall ſhake my foul z Salvation to the Logd belongs, 
My refuge is my Gop, His arm alone can ſa ve; 

Ariſe, O Lon b, fuliil thy grace, | Bleſſings attend thy people here, 


While I thy _ y ſing ; And reach beyond the grave, 
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Make you a new heart and a_new ſpirit, Ezex. xvili. 31. See alſs 
2 COR. v. 17, 18—21. 


#, . 


Men are converted, but not entirely to Cxr1sT and from their own n 


righteouſneſs, ſo as to be truly ſenſible of their wickedneſs and abo- 


mination, and earneſtly to flee to CnRIS1 for reconciliation and righteoul- 


neſs; and therefore never get their hearts changed, but continue on in 


their mere outward moral ſtate year after year. O Lon d, let me daily re. 


ceive a word from thee, to nouriſh and ſtrengthen my ſoul, ſo as to be re- 
newed daily by it more and more. 


O for an heart to love my Gon! | 
An heart from fn ſet free; 
An heart that always feels the blood, 
So freely ſhed for me 


An humble, lowly, contrite heart, 
Believing, true and clean; 

Which neither life, nor death can part 
From him that dwells within. 


An heart refign* 8, * ee, meek 
My dear Redeemer' s throne; ' 
Where only CR ISI is heard to peak, | 
Where Is us reigus alone. a 


An heart in ev'ry thought renew'd, 

And fill'd with love divine; | 
Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, 
1 A copy, Lon v, of thine, 
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Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things, Luxk x. 41. 
Keep thy heart awith all diligence, for out of it ars the iſſues of life, Pxov. iv. 23. 


A the virtue of a ſtrong ſpiritous . evaporates by degrees in a vial 

which is not cloſely topped, in like manner the life and power of the 
Spirit inſenſibly vaniſhes away, if the heart is not kept with all diligence. 
Of the former remains only water; of the latter, nothing but the form of 
religion, or perhaps ſome falſe principles and errors crept in. Therefore 
many mul? be tried and fifted, that they may know, like Hezekiah, what 
is in their hearts, 2 CRO. xxxii. 31. conſequently, what more needful, 
than to take heed to our own ſpirit, and to keep cloſe to the written word; 
for as the latter times draw nearer, the more plauſible will errors and ſe- 
ducements appear both on your right hand and on your left; beware of be- 
ing drawn off from the truth, either by falſe worldly prudence, or the pre- 
tended ſpiritual form of fanatics ! | 
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And all inferior things reſign. 


A ſtranger to myſelf and thee 
Araidft a thouſand thoughts I rove, 


O Lon, permit me not to be | I would obey the voice divine, 
Forgetful of my higheſt love. | 


Be earth with all her ſcenes withdrawn; 
Let noiſe and vanity be gone; 
In ſecret filence of the mind, 
My heay'n, and there my God I find. 


Call me away from fleſh and ſenſe, 
One fov'zeiga word can draw me thence 5 
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My foul thirfteth after thee as a 1 land, PSALM cxliii. 6. Let him that is 
athirft come, and whoſoever will let him take of the water of life freely, REV. 
xxii. 17. If any man thirſt, let him come unto me and drink, He that believes 


on me, as the ſcripture has ſaid, out Wo his belly Nat fiow rivers of CONE 
water, JohN vu. 37, 38. 
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WH. thou art ſo dry and barren, examine thyſelf Jolly what may 
be the. cauſe! aſk pardon for all offences, and take care to mend 
them. And though thou ſhouldeſt not find any thing particular, yet hum- 
ble thyſelf deeply before the Lox p; but at the fame lime remember that 
thou art accepted, beloved, juſtified, and bleiſed in Cartsrt; and in this 
diſpoſition quietly wait the returns of ſome new drops of living water and 
grace; but be allo ſure afterwards to cheriſh and make a right uſe of them. 
Thus thou ſhalt be like a watered garden, Isa. lviii. 11. 


For thee I thirſt, O Loxp, I movrn; Shall all my joys on earth remove? 
When will fa {miling face return? _ And Gop for ever hie his love ? 
3 iS ͥͤ W ER; 
Ho! ye that pant for living ſtreams, | Rivers of lore and mercy here 
And pine away and die; In a rich ocean juin; 
Here vou may quench your raging thirſt Salvation in abundance flows, 


With nass that GEver Ury, Like fivods of milk and wine, 


18 


My ſoul waiteth upon Gop : from him comes my ſalvation ; he only is my defence, 


Hk more quiet, patient, believing, faithful, ardent, and ſingle we 


out, © O Loo, how long? Psaru vi. 4. But nevertheleſs he always 


bleſſed fruits of all our afflictions and prayers. 


My ſpirit looks to Gop alone; |} When helpers fail, and foes invade, 
My rock and refuge is his throne ; So is our all- ſufficient aid. | 
In all my fears, in all my ftraits, | 
My ſou} on his ſalvation waits. For ſov*reign pow'r reigns not alone, 
| | 70 | Grace is a partner of the throne; /_ | 
Truſt him, ye faints, in all your ways; Thy grace and juſtice, mighty Log p, | 
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IT fhall not be greatly moved. Therefore, traff in him at all times, ye people, 
Pour out your hearts before him. GOD is @ refuge for us, Ps Al. Ixii. 2, 3, 9. 


are, the ſooner we ſhall ſee the ſalvation and victory of the Lok D. 
Double- minded ſouls have the greateſt ſtruggle, and the ſlothful muſt tarry 
the longer. Sometimes, it is true, though we are faithful, yet we muſt cry 


hears and delivers us, though we do not ſee and feel it directly, but ſeem 
to ſuffer continually, in heaven we ſhall certainly ſee it, and reap the 
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Pour out your hearts before his face: I Shall well divide ou laſt reward. 
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I-have been young, and now am old: yet- I have not Seen the ie; forſaken, 
nor his ſeed begging their bread, PSALM XXXVvii. 25. 


WR ET declaration! encouraging experience! The LorD indeed careth for 
the righteous ; for thoſe, who, having ſeen the want of mercy, rely for it 
upon the promiſe of Gop, that there is forgiveneſs with him, for the. obedience 
unto death of Jesus CHRIS r. He hath promiſed, that he will never leaye nor 
forſake them — that he will withhold from them no manner of thing that is good. 
He careth alſo for their ſeed ; ſo that they ſhall not beg their bread. He fre- 
quently provides for them, when their parents are no more, in ſuch unexpected 
ways, that many who ſee it are conſtrained to acknowledge, this is the 
« LogD's doing.” And ſometimes while they are living, he brings bread to 
their mouths, and alſo furniſhes them with opportunities to hear of, and ſeek 
for the bread which came down from heaven, and which endureth unto ever- 
laſting life; thus ſnatching them, as it were, from the jaws of ignorance and 
deſtruction, O Lox, if mine ears have heard—if mine eyes have ſeen—and 
more eſpecially if I partake of ſuch bleſſings—may I gratefully own, that thou 
art a Gop keeping covenant and mercy ; and make this proof of thy faithfulneſs, 
a ground of reliance upon thee for all needful promiſed bleſſings! help me to 
do my part to caſt all my care on thee—and endeavour by prayer, inſtruction, 
and example, that thy goodneſs gd be ſanctified to my ſeed, that we —_ live 
together here and hereatter, to the praiſe of che glory of thy grace. 
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Strengthened 5 all might according to TS e 3 Cor. 3 1. 1 
O My foul, what encouraging words are theſe! How. full of mean- 
ing.! The Lord our righteoulnels 1 is the Loxd our ſtrength. He is 
near at hand, believer, to STRENGTHEN thee according. to thy need. Not 
in one or two reſpects, but with all might, with a ſupply ſuited to every 
various occaſion, and that to the utmoſt, anſwerable o what may be 
expected from the exertion of his own glorious power.” Happy ſtate 
of the believer in Jesus; though ſeeble in himſelf, . ſurrounded” with 
enemies, and exerciſed with a continual warfare, he ſhall not be over- 
owered; for the promiſe and the arm of Gop is on his fide, He is in 
alliance offenſive and defenſive with Him who can do what he pleaſes; 
and he ſhall therefore be © made more than conqueror, through him 
who has loved him.” 


Let me but hear my faviour ſay, I glory in infirmity, i 
. Strength ſhall be equal to thy day; ; That Chriſt's own pow'r may reſt on me; 
Then I rejoice in deep diſtreſs, Whenl am wesk, then am I ſtrong. 
Leaning on all- ſofficient gi ace. Grace is my mie ld. 2nd CMA 18 7 my long, 
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My beloved is mine, and I am his, CanT. ii. 6—Divine anſwer; I will hetroth 
thee. unto me for. ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in richteouſneſs, and 


in judgment, and in lowing-kindneſs. , I will even betroth thee unto me in 


* and thou ſhalt know the Lo RD, Hos. ii. 19, 20. 


Y faith in the blood of Curisr we are accepted, and cloſely W 


to him as our bridegroom. By that we daily eat his fleſh, drink his 


blood, and are ſprinkled all over; ſince even the beſt of our works, our 


prayers and other performances, ſtill want it continually; as appears from 


the type, Hes. ix. 10—21. where it is ſaid, that * All the veſſels of the 
miniſtry, and even the book was ſprinkled. . 


Hark! the Redeemer from on high, 
Sweetly invites his f2v'rites nigh ; 

from caves ot darkneſs and of doubt 
He gcrhtly ſpeaks, and calls vs out, 


My Siſter and my ſpouſe, he cries, 
Bound to my aw 8 by va.1ous ties; 
60 Thy pow ful love my h. art detains 
In ftrong 2855 and En chains.“ 


Dear Log D, 0 our thank ful heart receives 
The hope thy invitation gives; 

To thee our joyful lips ſhall raiſe 

The voice of prayer, the voice of praiſe, 


I 2m my love's and he is mine; 


Oor heart, our hopes, our paſſions join; 


Nor let a motion nor a word, 


Nor thovght ariſe to grieve my Lox p. 
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pen thou ſaidft, Seek ye my. face ; my heart ſaid unto thee, Thy face, Lob, avill 
. 1 ſeek, PSALM xxviii. 8. I am thine, ſave me; for I have ſought thy precepts, 

PsALM CX1X. 94,—Divine anſwer; They who ſeek me early ſhall find me, 
PRO v. vii. 179. The humbl? ſball ſee this and be glad, and your hearts Hall Jive 
that ſeek Gop, PSALM Ixix. 32. Seek and ye ſhall find, MATT. vii. 7. And 
whoſoever finds me, finds life, PRON, viii. 35. For I am the hfe, Joan xiv. 6. 


UH arguments and intreaties we may uſe with Gop, to ſtrengthen us in 
faith; he does not want them, but we do; and he is well pleaſed when we 
take him at his word. For if we would not draw near to So p in prayer till our 
hearts were quickened, perhaps we might never come to it. Therefore we muſt 
not indulge eurſelves in ſuch aſtate of dulneſs, but rather put a force upon ourſelves, 
and pray againſt our natural inclination. Being faithful and inſtant in this, we ſhall 
certainly have our affections warmed, and great power and bleſſings given from 
above, that our hearts may lives O Lo d, I plead thy precious promiſes and all 
thy former deliverances. Thou canſt not deny thy word; I am a child of thy 
covenant, and thou haſt laid thyſelf under an obligation to help me out, nay, 
to abide, to live and reign in me; let no fin henceforth have dominion over me, 


Lond, I addreſs thy heav'nly thrones There ſhed thy choiceſt love abroad, 
Call me a child of thine : | ; And make my comforts firong 

Send down the Spirit of thy Son Then ſhall 1 fay, my Father Gon, 
To form my heart divine. Wich an unwav'ring tongue. 
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O my Gop, I truft i in thee let me not be aſhamed, PSALM xxv. 2. In thee, G 
Lonxd, do T hope : thou wilt hear, O LORD Goo, PSALM xxxviii. 15. Let 
nne that walt on thee be aſbamed, PSALM xXv. 3.— Divine anſwer ; Hope 
makes net aftamed, ROM. v. 5. They that truft i in 90 Lox D Hall be as mount 
Zion, which abiderh Jor ever, PSALM cxxV. 1. Pray for help, and boug 5 
tarry,” wait for it; becauſe it will ſurely come, it avill not Ts HAB. ii. 3. 


Then thou Andie Rem, & Isa. xlix. 33. 


Doss Gon 1 his promiſes, aud the enemy raiſe a ſuſpicion zgainſt 
faithfulneſs? remember that is is faid, W AIT. Thou art ſtill in 


being, and Wall be a witneſs to God's faithfulneſs If he was not faithful 
and true, he cou 


ana earth” bunt away. * He Keeps t truth for ever, 8 PSALM exlvi. 6. 
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Haopy he man whoſe hopes rely His wa for ever, wot ſecure 2 

Oa Ifrael's Gope He, med the ky, | He aves th* oppreſt, be feed / the poor; 
Aud ear h and ſeas, with ai their train; He ſends the lav'r. ng conſcience peace, 
And none hall find his ee Nn. And grants the pris uer {weet. releaſe, 


1d not be God. His faithfulneſs 3 is eternal, and as ſure 
and great as bimielf; above all our. thoughts. Thou, fhalt., at. laſt the., 
more” gloriouſly, experience it, and not be aſhamed: fooner ſhall heaven A 
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Aud I. if be lifted up from the earth, Will Aa al nen unio be, Joux xii. 32. 


L he ſpoke of his death. It is the remembrance of his cruel 
ſhameful death, what he ſuffered. ſaid, and fnithed, When he hung 


naked and wounded upon the croſs, that eflettually captivate tha 


The ſharpeſt convictions, if not relieved by 


Dec 


ſinner's heart to himſelf. 
this ſight, will never teach the heart to love. 7 he ſtrongeſt reſolutions, 


unleſs made with this bleeding object i in view, will melt away like ſnow: 
But a crucified Saviour is a powerful magnet indeed; multitudes have 
been drawn by it from ſin to holineſs, frem Satan to Goo, from earth 
to heaven, | 


But NES ve er ey 
The debt of love I owe; *' 
Here, Lox», I give myſelf kway, 

*Tis all that I can do, 


Q 3 


Was it for crimes that I have done, 
He groan d Wes the tree? 
Amaſing pity! grace unknown ]. 


And loye beyond degree | 
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Love ſce kerl not ber oaun, is net eaſily provte * ne ver faileth, 
1 Co K. xiii. 5, 8 | 
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r being my . deſire, 0 my dear heavenly Father, once to love 


1 thee and my neighbour uprightly and ardently, I beg that thou 
wouldeſt let me Sia and enjoy thy love in CurtsT, which is the only 

means to come to the ſame: for how can I poſſibly be cold and hatd, 

when reſting at the croſs of Car1sr, and in thy boſom, I enjoy thy free 


grace, and truly experience thine infinite love towards me, the moſt 


miſerable and chiefeſt of ſinners? O my” 110 Oe gown and change me 
2 thoroughly: TR * 


Had I the tongues of Greeks and Jews, [ Should J diſtribute 2!! my ſtore 
And nobler ſpeech than angels uſe, To feed the bowels of the poor, 
If rov E be abſent, I am found, Or give my body to tbe flame, 


Like tinkling braſs, an empty Sands : | To gam a martyr's glerious name; 
Were I inſpir'd to vreach, and tell 
All that is done in heav'n and hell, 
Or cou'd my faith the world remove, 
Still 1 am wanting without Lev. 


If Tov to Gop and rovs to men 
Be abſent, all my hopes are vain; 
Nor tongues, nor gifts, nor fiery zeal, 
The work of LOVE can e'cr fy;fil, 


Un 
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Unto * O Lon, do I lift up my foul, PSALM xxv. 1.— Divine anſwer; bon 
halt heard the deſire of the humble, thou wilt preparè their heart, thou wilt — 


thine ear to bear, PSALM x. 7. 


AITH only . CnRIST, and does neither delight in the gain, 
nor grieve much at the loſs of temporal things; but,“ Faiths 


% through an earneſt deſire for CHRIST and his word, riſes above all 


& creatures, and overcomes all worldly pleaſures and ſears.” And this 
being the work of God, will certainly be accompliſhed ; nay, is looked 


upon as really accompliſhed already in our deſires and endeavours after 


it; in the ſame manner as evil deſires are reckoned for deeds in the fight 
of Goo, though they never 3 to overtꝛ- acts. 


1 cannot bear thine abſence, Lond; | Yet I will ſtay my father's time, 
My life expires if thou depart; And hope and wait for heav'n a while, 
Be thou, my heart, fill near my Gop, „ 

; , deareſt Lex D, in thine embrace 
And thon, my Gob be near my heart. | Let me ieſign my fleeting breath, 
1 was not born far earth and fin, And with a ſmile upon my face, 
Nor can 1 live on things lo vile; | Paſs the important hoJQt of deaths 
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Draw near in the day that { will call upon thee: ſay unto me, Fear not: O Lond» 
FIR thou the cauſe of my foul, and redeem my life, La. iii. 57, 58. Gos 
anſwer 3 Fear not, for I am with thee, Is A. xliii. 5. I am be that lives and EL 
was dead, aud behold 1 an alive for evVermarey and bave the oy of bell and 7 
death, REV. i. 12. 3 


Pre 

\HRI 8 T has overcome death, led captivity 3 and "RE one | 2 

| « offering perſefted for ever them that are ſanctiſied.“ HE B. x. pre 

i 14. Whoever leaves' this world, believing” in Him, being perfected al- | 
. ready, has nothing to fear after death, 'O! my heavenly Father, grant Fa 
15 that the imperfect work of ſanctification may humble me much, but cauſe > 
no fear of death, nor diſturb my filial confidence; ſince this does not no 
1 þ ' depend on any particular degree of holineſs, but only on my being in du 
Dos ist, and being adopted through him; which the weakeſt child, as pre 
well as the ſtrongeſt, may boldly believe; having both like right, like Ido 
1 d like pardon. B the f hi 1d, [ he r d f ll wy 
Ci race, and like p eing therefore a child, 1 am an ei r, an 1a af 
| find life and deliverance in death. ee : 
{-4 | 1 
j | | I am Alpha, ſays the Saviour, In the Loꝝ is our perfection, fo 
LY 1 Omega likewiſe am; And in him our boaſt we'll make; Wi 
| I was dead, and live for ever, We ſhall ſhare his reſurrection, | of 
Gov” Almighty and the Lamb. If we of his death partake,” - 1 
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of heart ruins many. a one, who ocheruiſe probably might rejoice in the ſalvation cf Jz$v3, 
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And be gave him a. ſign, but Hezekiab rendered not again according to the benifi ; 
done wnta bim, for his heart WAS li ifted up, 2 CHRON. 24, 25. 


- 


A HAZ, truſting in the Aſſyrians for help, had refoſed - fign graciouſly, offered by Gon; a8 
2 token of celiverance. He did not chooſe to put his whole truſt in Gop, though 6 


pretence was, he would not tempt the Loxy, This might lead his ſon Hezekiah to aſk 


a fign, and it proved a ſnare to him. The king of Babylon, on finding Hezekiah ſo biebly 
. honoured by the ſun, thought it incumbent upon him to fend mbaſladers with letters and: a 


preſent to ſuch a favourite of the god of the Baby ien ans. 

Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and ſought craftily, tq avail himſelf of this falſe notion of 
the king cf Babylon ; and, by not affronting their god, he hoped to gain a ſafe protection 
againft the king of Aﬀyiia. —[ſaiah was ordered to acquaint him, that as he preferred an arm 
of fleſh to his almighty. Deliverer, he ſhould | :xperience the ſad effect of his folly in not ho- 
nouring God; and all that he had ſo vainly ſhewed ſhould. be carried to Babylon, —Hezelciah 
ought to have teſtified to the ambaſſadors, that the Log v Gop of Iſrael ſtopped the ſun in its 

rogreſs, FHe had here a fair opportunity of ſhewing them apd their king the vanity of their 
idolatry in worſhipping 1 the ſun, evidently under the direction of a ſuperior. Being.-He ought 


alſo to have given Gop all the glory! in this matter, and have reſted on him, and him alone, for 


fafety, who had juſt then given him ſuch a {triking proof of his power and favour,—World{y 
wiſdom is arrant folly, and, when ſet in oppoſition to the will of Gop, wil: be ſure to diſap- 
point us. Even the nobleſt inſtance of wiſdom and love Gap ever ſhewed in the ſalvation of 
ſinners by EsUs CHRIST, if not accepted in Gop's own way, with humility and ſimplicity, 
will not have its defired effect - Worldly wiſdom enſnared Hezekiab, c2rnal wiſdom and prige 


1 . 


| 


Ki ö Can tauo abalł together, except they be agreed? Amos iu. 3. 


EADER, I ſuppoſe thee a religious perſon, one that has been con- 
| verted by the power of grace; one that is deſirous to gloriſy God in 
life and converſation ; one that has an intereſt in Jesvs, and wants to 
have it made more manifeit to thine own ſelf every day; one that con- 
fiders this life as a paſſage to a better, and would be glad of a ſpiritual com- 
panion to go along with thee, for two are better than one.” Give not 

he right hand of fellowſhip to any before thou haſt tried him, for two 
cannot walk comfortably together except they are agreed: bring him to 
the law of Gop, the eternal, moral law of Gop, contained in the Ten 
Commandments, and aſk him, Does he look upon that law of Gop as the 
rule of his life? If he denies it, avoid him. If he only ſays it is a rule, 
'and for the matter of it a good one, avoid him. If he ſays it is a good 
rule to him, but a paſſive one that ſays nothing to him, (till avoid him. 
If, he ſays he is not under the commanding power of it, turn away from 
him. But if he ſays, that he fincerely takes it as Goss revealed will to 


him, owns the authority thereof over his conſcience and converſation, 


« Thus faith the LoxD'; breathing after univerſal obedience thereto, re- 


penting and mourning where he falls ſhort thereof, and fleeing by faith to 
Enis r for all peace and pardon, take ſuch a one for a friend and companions 
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My foul fainteth for thy ſalvation. My ſoul is continually in my band. Uphgild 


me according to thy word, that I may live, and let me not be aſhamed af my 

| hope. Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou ufefl-to do unta thoje 
that love thy name, PSALM Cx. $1, 109, 116, 132. | 
O0 Lox, I love thy name alſo, fince thou art called merciful, gracious, 
long-ſuffering, and even the Loxd our righteouſneſs : and therefore 


I depend upon nothing of my own, but throw mylelf entirely upon thy 


free grace and righteouſneſs, which keeps me alone in peace. Without 
thee [ am ignorant and weak; and Satan being as wicked as he is cunning, 
what would become of me, if | was not kept and preſerved by thee ? © Thy 
name is a {trong tower, the righteous enter there and are ſafe;“ there 
let me abide alſo continually, fo ſhall I be ſafe from every adverſary. 


% 


The arms of everlaſting love . | Salvation for a bulwark ſtands, 
Beneath my ſoul he plac'd; To ſhield the ſac red place. 
Aad on the rock of ages ſet | Satan may vent his ſharpeſt ſpite, 

My ſlippp'ry footſteps faſt, | | And all his legions roar ; 
The city of my bleſt abode Almighty mercy guards my life, 
Is wall'd around with grace; | And bounds his raging pow'r. 
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Not unto us, O LoRn, rot unto us, but. unto thy name be the glory. 
1 Ps ALM cxv. 1. 


Hes little reaſon have we to glory in any thing of our own, ſince 


nothing but {in is ours, which even defiles that which is of God. O 


Lon o, grant that I may always give thee thy own; that I may know of no 


delight and glory but in-thee, and have no other deſign and requeſt, but 
to live in godly ſimplicity, innocence, and quietneſs, for © he that walk- 


eth uprightly, walketh ſurely,” Pa ov. x. g. and the beſt method to have 


much confidence, is to have a ſingle eye, which does not ſeek its own. 


For whence is all diſquietude of mind, but from our own luſts and unmor- 


tified affectious, which are like the troubled ſea? and what affords more 
peace than to have nothing at heart but the glory of Goo, and to count 


ourſel ves worthy of no good. Thus we ſhall be enabled to call our miſ- 


fortunes a happineſs, and be ſatisfied and praiſe the Loxd as much when 
he hath taFen ſomething from us, as if he had granted a bleſſing ; bein 
ſure that it tends to our good and to his glory, which he knows beſt how 


to promote, and that nothing but ſin can make us unhappy and miſerable, 


Great Gop ! how infinite art thou! 
What worthleſs worms are we ! 
Let the whole race of creatures bow, 
And pay their praiſe to thee, 


Our lives thro? various ſcenes are drawn, 
And vex'd with trifling cares; 
While thine eternal thought moves og 
Thine undiſturb'd affairs. 


Ry 


er 


Who ſhall lay auy thing to the charge of Gov's el:-7? It is God that juſtiſeth, 
who is he that condemneth? It is CHRIST that died, yeay rather, that is 
riſen again; whos even at the right band of GoD, who-alfo maketh ö 
ſion for us, ROM. Ville 33, 34. 


"HERE is a ſtory, how the devil appeared to a dying man, and ſhewed 
him a parchment roll, which was very long, wherein was written 

on. pins fide the fins of the poor ſick man, which were many in number; 

and there were allo written the idle words he had ſpoken, which made u 

a preat part of the words that he had ever ſpoken in his life; together with 
the falſe words, the unchaſte words, and angry words: afterwards came 
in rank his vain and ungodly words; and laſtly, his actions, digeſted ac- 
cording. to the commandments : Whereupon Satan ſaid, See here, behold 


thy, virtues ; ſee here what. thy examination muſt be —Whereupon the 


oor {inner an{wered, It is: rue, Satan, but thou haſt not ſet down all, for 
thou ſhouldeſt be added, and ſet down here below, The blood of 


&« [gSUS CuRisrcleanſes us from all our tins ;” and this alio ſhould not. 
have been forgotten, that **W holoever believeth in Hin ſhall not periſh, 
Whereupon the devil vaniſhed - Thus if the: 


but have everlaſting life.” 
devil ſhould muſter up our ſins, and ſet them in order before us, let but. 


Cu xder be named in a Faithful * and he will give, back, and fe 


away with all ſpeed. 5 
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changed into the ſame image from glory to glory, 2 Cok. iii. 18. Therefore, 
' Has left us an example that we foould follow his fleþs, 1 Pet. ii. 21. 


I, before we ſav or do any thing, we would but always conſider whether 
it was agreeable to the pattern of Caxisr, a multitude of fins would 


ſeif before thee with a filial confidence, looking upon myſelf as united to 
|| thee, and as the vileſt of finners, depending only upon thy free grace, 1 
enjoy peace. Grant therefore, O my Goo. that this beholding of thee may 
de my conſtant exerciſe, and that by this means I may be ſtrengthened 
| chearfully to follow thy pattern daily, to be changed more and more into 


prepared for eternal life. 


Such love, and meekneſs ſo divine, 


My dear Redeemer and my Lox v! | 
I would tranſcribe and make them mine, 


1 read my duty in thy word; 
But in thy life the law appears, 
Drawn out in living characters. 


: * L 


1 Such was thy truth and ſuch thy zeal, 
| | Such def tence to thy Father's will, 


- 
\ 


Be thou my pattern, make me bear 

More of thy gracious image here; 

Then Gon the judge ſhall own my name 
Among the follow'rs of the Lamb, 


But we all with open face beholding as in 'a glaſs, the glory of the Lond, are 


Let this mind be in you which was in ChaIs T Jesus, Phil. ii. 5. For be 


not be committed. O Logy, however miſerable I am, when I humble my- 


| the glorious image of thy love, patience, and humility, and thus be truly 


7 99 * . 


He maketh his ſun to riſe onfthe 70 and on the good, and JEndeth ra rain on the 2 
and on the wnjuft, M ATT. „ 482 


AN ferious people are very ready to give alms to the pious part of their 

poor brethren, but are afraid of relieving a common beggar; and it muſt 

be owned, that, as riches are a talent from Gop, they who have them muſt he diſ- 
creet in the diſtribution of them; the religious poor have the beſt claim, but others 
ought not to be entirely overlooked; as is plain from the conduct of Go Db himſelf, 
for He maketh his ſun,“ &c. It may be ſaid, they will make an ill uſe of your 
bounty; ; but what then? is not this the very method of divine goodneſs ? ? Is not 
this the very goodneſs that is recommended to us in ſcripture, by the imitating of 
| which we may be © the children of our Father which is in heaven, who ſend- 
«eth rain on thejuit and unjuſt?” Shall I withhold a little money or food from * 
my feilow creature, for fear he ſhould not be good enough to receive it of me? 
Do I beg of CoD to deal with me, not according to my merit, but according to 
his own great goodneſs: and ſhall I be fo abſurd as to withhold my charity from a 
poor fellow- creature, becauſe he may perhaps not deſerve it? Shall I uſe a mea- * 
ſure towards him, which I pray Gop never to uſe towards me ? Lazarus was a 
common beggar, and yet he was the care of Angels, and carried into Abraham's 
boſom. I was a STRANGER, and ye took me in,” ſaith our bleſſed Saviour; 
but who can perform this duty, that will not relieve perſons that are unknown 
to them? As we have ber TALL re GpPortunity, let us do good unto all men, 
" * eſpecially unto them who arg cr it uoulhold of faith, | 


* 
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5 7 "LA T walk hogs the Pr of the and of death, 1 ill fear 20 evil 
ar tbou art wwith me; thy rod and thy alf comfort mt, Ps Au M XXiil. 4. See 
alſo Exo bp. xiv. of the deliverance of the ne, and the deſtruction of 


the Egyptians in the Red Sea. 


* 


1 ©. Tejoice in the light is certainly moſt agre ble, 1 e 0 


profitable to every one, as ſometimes to walk in the dark, nay, in 
In this condition ſome are more humble 
and cautious than the former, and the preciouſneſs of the glimpſes of grace 


is more valued, O Lon, I will now willingly rely upon thy bare word, 
even when deprived of ſenfible comforts ; grant only that in death I may 


Amen. Ves, thou haſt 


the valley of the ſhadow of death. 


berefreſhed by the light of thy countenance, | 
promiſed © that the righteous ſhall have hope in his death,” Prov. xiv. 32. 


Deatk cannot make our ſouls afraid, 

If Gop be with us there ; 

We may walk thro' our datkeſt ſhade, 
And never yield to fear. 

May I but climb to Piſgah's top, 

And view the promis'd land, 


My fleſh itſelf ſhell long to drop, 
Aud pray for the command. 


Claſp'd in my heavenly Father's atins, 
I ſhall forget my bieath, 
And loſe my life amang the charms 
Oi {o divine A death, 


I Er $- nl 1 


Hear, ye chitdren, the inſtruction of a father ; and attend to know underflanding.. 
Vie ſpeak that wwe do know, and teſtify that we hawe ſeen, Belowed, believe 


not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they are of GOD, PRov, iv. 1. 
JOHN iii. 11. 1 JOHN iv. 1. 


EAD ER, whoever thou art that comeſt to this book for inſtruction and edification, let the 
following monitions, the reſult of long experience and obſervation, be acceptable unto thee; 
they are deſigned for thy ſpirnuol good, will warn thee againſt errors, and, if complied with, 
give thee a true reliſh ef goſpel peace and redeeming love, Let“ the life thou now livcft in the 
* fleſh'be by faith in the Son of Gob.“ Labour after conſtant ſoul-reviving fell-wihip with the 
Father and the Son, through the holy Spirit. Watch over thy paſſions, conduct, and converſa- 
ton, ſo that the Spirit of the Logp be not grieved, nor his comfortable influences withirawn 
from thy ſoul, Be ready to every good work as thou haſt ability and epportuni:y ; and take 
ſpecial care that thy good be net evil ſpoken of through the manner of thy pe:forming it. Let 
no external ſervices whatever, either reſpectinz thyſelf or others, ſuperſede a conſtant watchful. 
neſs over the inward moticns of thine on heart. Let the written word of God be thine in- 
variable rule both in orinciple and practice. Feelings, impulſes, and fancies are apt to miſguide, 
and give a poor worm a lofty idea of his own conſequence. Whate:er perſuaſion advanceth not 
the Redeemer's honaur, and tendeth not to magnify his grace, work, ard falyation, be ſure 
cometh not of him that calleth us. Be very ea: rneft after meekneſs, humility, patieace, f:1f- 
denial, inward holineſs, and all other graces of the Spirit; the'e carry their own evidence that © 
they are wrought of God, and in their bleſſed effects will remain with thee for evermore. 
'* My fon, if thine heart be wiſe and experienced in theſe things, my heart ſhall rejoice, even 
mine. | 
P 


210 j U „ 

Open thou mine eyes, that I may ſee aber ful things out of thy law, PSALM cxix. 
1s: Lighten mine eyes, teſt I flee the Neep of death, P$8ALM xii. 3. For with 
thee is the fountain of life, in thy light ſhall ave ſee light, PSALM XXXVvi; 9.— 
Divine anſwer; I am come a licht into the world, that whoſoever believes in 


me ſhould not abide in . 1 82 X11. 46. The Lok D opens the eyes of the 
blind, PSALM evi. 8. e : 


met 


T ANY imagine that their eyes are opened, and that they . clear 

notions of religion in their heads ; but they ſee juſt like Eve after 
eating the forbidden fruit, their hearts being corrupt and deſtitute of ſim- 
PReny, a moſt eſſential part of a chriſtian. For he that does not under- 
ſtand the word of Gon by the light of the holy Spirit, through prayer and 
ory but only by his natural reaſon, is certainly blind Nil, Rev. iii. 17. 
and one deviliſh and plauſible temptation to error and ſin, is enough to 
break the ſtronge! chain of demonſtration, dor it 1s only a faith that gots 
6 the vicory, 1 Joan v. 4. 


The fouls, enlight' ned from above, But vnbelief perverts the ſame 
With | joy receive the word Ta Io guil!, deſpair, and death, 
They fre what wiſdom, pow' „ and love | 


Shines in their dying Lon D | Till Soy diffuſe his graces down, 


Like ſhow'rs of heav'nly rain. 
The vital ſxvonr of his name In vain Appollos ſows the ground, 
Aeſtores tlie, jainting breath; And Paul may plant in yaing 


— r ] — ee - r 


; ä 30 1 
Without me ye can do nothing ; therefore, abide in ne, JOKN xv. 4, 5. 


Can no more do without thee, O my dear Saviour, than the branch 
can without the vine} Keep me therefore always in thee, elſe I ſhall 


have recourſe io my own fancied ſtock of grace, though I have been a thou- 


land times convinced of my inſufficiency. May I never be left in the leaff 
thing to my own ſtrength, but be directed, aſſiſted, and blefled by thee in 


all my doings. For as far as I truſt to myſelf, I am diftruſtful of thee, and 
conſequently weak; and, on the other hand, the more I diſtruſt myſelf, 


the more I truſt to thee, and ſha!l be ſtrengthened and bleſſed, 


Som of God, thy bleſſing grant, | Unſuſtain'd by thee, I fall, 
Still ſupply my ev'ry want; | Send the ſtrength for which I call; 
Tree of life, thine infl'ence ſhed, Weaker than a bruiſed reed, 

With thy ſap my ſpirit feed, Help I ev'ry moment need. 
Tend'reſt branch, alas! am; All my hopes on thee depend, 
Wither without thee, and die; Love me, ſave me to the end; 
Weak as helpleſs infancyz Give me thy continuing grace, 

O confirm my ſoul in thee ! I Taxe the everlaſting praiſe, 
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Ofer unta GOD thanſgiving, and pay thy yows unto the maſt High, and call upon 

me in the day of trouble. I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me, Whoſo 
© offets praiſe, glorifies ne: and to him that ardereth his converſation arigbt, will 
« T'fhew' the ſalvation of Gob, PSALM I. 14, 15, 23. See allo Isa. XXV. 9. 

'OTHING moves Gov more to bear us, than the glorifying him by 
faith with thank giving, and the keeping up a filial confidence in him 
ad our reconciled Father in Cur isT; and nothing quickeneth us more in 
faith, chan theſe ſureſt proofs of the hearing of our prayers Thus Gob 
will certainly hear and deliver us, ſince all his ways are only deſigned to 
Krengthen us in faith, and to {ave our ſouls. What need we then to be 
afraid in times of trouble ought we not rather to draw near to Gop in 

rayer and thankſgiving, and glorify him even beforchar.d; confidently 
egg, that we t{hall certainly meet with new deliverances and quick- 
enings Of faitb )? „ | 


To v hat a ſtubborn frame 
Has fiv cduc'd our ming! | 

W hat firange uvgiateful wretches we 
And Gov as firangcly kind. . 


Torn, turn us, michty Gp, 
Aud mo id du. luis al. cih 5 


} - Brezk, ſov're' gn grace, theſe h- arts of ſtone 
Ad give es hearts of fleſh. | 

* Let old ing: atitude 

Fiuvoke cur weeping eyes, 


And Lou:}y as new m T-1cs toll, 
| Let hourly thauks ariſe. 
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Cay ze to the righteous, that it ſhall be w2ll with them, For they ſhall eat the fruit of 
\ Their doings, Is A. iii. 10% Therefore mark the perfect man, and bebold tbe 


uprights for the end of that man 1s peace, PSALM xxxvii. 37. 


NATE. are for having that firſt which is not to be expeRed till the end; 
: they would be glad of the triumph, but will not fight; the waiting 
for the Loxp ſeems to them too long: but for the moſt glorious promiſes 
we muſt often wait the longeſt. Jacob was cbliged to wait longer than 
Eſau, though he had'greater promiſes than he : and how long was 1t before 
the promiſe of - Cur1sT, the greateſt of all, was accompliſhed ? It ought 
therefore well to be obſerved, that it is ſaid at laſt, Ir ſhall be well with 
* the righteous, and the end of the upright is peace; when his faith, 
love, and patience are tried enough in the furnace of afflictione, then the 
acceptable year ſhall come, and the bleſſed days of joy will appear. 


- 


He rules me by his well-known laws 
Ot love and righteouſneſs, 
Not all the pains that e'er I bore 
Shall ſpoil my future peace, 
For death ani Hell can do no more 
Than what my Father plcaſce 


"9 


As fparks break out of burning coals, 
Ars ſtill ae vpward bot ne; N 
So grief is rooted in our ſou]+, 
And man grows up to mourn. | 


Yet with my Gop I leave my cauſe, 
And truſt hs prom!s'd grace; 


* 


ee O Lon, 4205 prove ine; try my reins and my heart, psxL M xxvi. 2. 
Seurch me, O Gop, and nds my ee; and ſee if there be any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlaſting, Nea cxxxix. 23, 24. 


7OULD David, the man after Gop's ab heart, not truft himſelf, 


man, * is a fool,” Prov. xxviii 26. We have more -oaſon. to be afraid 
f our own hearts, than of all other enemies. Nor can always the time 
Of the operations of God exactly be accounted for: ſometimes it is hard to 


lng every thing to one manner of working. By experience we find it is 
not with one as with another. Some may be ke upon in quite a dif- 
ferent manner from what we have been; and ſuch are perhaps the changes 
even'in one hour, that the end may ſeem to be no more than the beginning, 
though all goes regular in the fight of Gop. This ſhould check our judg- 
ment of others, and make us cautious in adviſing and directing them in 
matters which concern their ſouls. | 
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Los p, ſearch my ou}, wy ev" iy thorght, | Of walking in a falſe diſguiſe, 
Though my own heart accuſe me not I beg the trial of thine eyes, 
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but preſent 115 heart to the Lord to be tried. much leſs can or ought 
we to truſt our hearts: For he that truſts in his heart, ſays the wiſe 


determine it in ourſelves, much more in reſpect to others. I his is aſſuming 
the office of the ſearcher of hearts, cenſuring the holy Spirit, and model- 
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Lonp, all my defire is before thee. 


Search me, O Gor, aud know my beart; 
try me, and know my thoughts, and ſee if there be any a Wwickedvway i in me, and 
leæd me inthe way ewerlaſting, PSALM XXXviii. 9. and cxxxlx. 22, 24. 
NCOURAGED' by thy bleſſed word of promiſe, O Lord, that before men 
call, thou wilt anſwer, and whilſt they are yet ſpeaking, thou wilt hear, Is4. 
oye” 24. s I now draw nigh to thee, -and preſent my ſupplication before thee. 
Teach me by thy word and Spirit, the things of my everlaſting peac let my 


ſoul be caſt in the mold of the goſpel, and et me be obedient to thy will in all 


things. Manifeſt thyſelf unto me, as thou doſt not to the world; ſhew me my 
inward corruptions, and let me ſee into the depth of iniquity that is in my heart; 


grant me that.. fear of the LORD, which is the beginning of wiſdom; incline my 


heart unto thy teſtimonies ; lead me into all truth ;”* help me to learn, that * he 
ce that be lieveth will not make hafte;” reſtrain the impetuoſity of my natural tem- 
per, that I may do all things deliberately, as becometh one that feareth alway, that 
is ever looking unto thee for guidance and direction. LoRD preſerve me calm 
in my ſpirit, gentle in my commands, and watchful that I fpeak not unadviſedly 
with my lips; moderate in ray purpoſes. yielding in my temper, where the honor 
of my Gov i is not immediately concerned; and ever ſtedfaſt whereneedful. Lord, 
grant me thy protection, and may thy bleſſing be upon me, that I bring not an 
evil report upon that good land I have been permitted to ſpy out; and approve 
myſelf ever mindful that thoſe that honor thee, thou walt — Rig Amen, 


Be with me, Lex, where'er I go, Suggeſt v-hate'er I think or ſay, 
Learn me what thou wou'dſt have me do; Direct me in the natrow way, 
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Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, LUKE xiii. 24. Work out your on [alwvation 
ewith fear and trembling, PHIL. ii. 12. Forgetting thoſe things that are behind, 
I reach forth unto thoſe things which are before, PHIL. iii. 13. 5 


E that feeds only upon CaxisT, and yet with fear and trembling 

works out his ſalvation, is in the right way; the former preventing 
diſcouragement, and the latter preſumption. Grant, O Lozp, that I may 
Kill continue to fight the good fight of faith, and never look back on the 
fleſn - pots of Egypt; and “rather chooſe to ſuffer affliction with the people 
of Gov, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon.” May nothing 
but the painful death which thou ſufferedſt for me, have always a place in 
my heart: that thereby all unbelief and {laviſh fears may be deſtroyed on 
one hand, and all ſecurity on the other; ſo as to walk at all times and in 
all places with holy and filial reverence, as in thy preſence. Amen. 


As new born babes deſire the breaſt, | Immortal principles forbjd 
To feed, and grow, and thrive ; The ſons of Gop to fin, 


30 ſaints with joy the goſpel taſte, Wy 
; | ot by the terrors of a ſlave 
f And by the goſpel lire, | Do they perform his will ; 
Grace, like an uncorrupted ſeed, But with the nobleſt powers they have 
Abides and reigns within z | I His ſweet commands fulfil, 
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Create in me @ clean Mike: O God, py renew a right ſpirit 3 155 nen 
li. 10. See God's anſwer, EZ EEK. 19. 20. 


9 


| A nin 33 but you may rely upon it, O my ſoul, and pleadi it 


in thy prayer, for it will certainly be accompliſned. And bleſſed 


are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee Gov,” Marr. v. 8. In regard 


to juſtification, we are perfectly clean by Cuklsr's atonement: but in re- 


gard to ſanctification, our hearts are not perfectly clean yet, but we have 
ſtill need to pray, Create in me a clean heart.” Amen. OLorp! may 


thy blood and ſpirit cleanſe and ſanctify me thoroughly from all my fins. Amen. 


Great God! renew our ruin'd frame, 
Our broken pow'rs reſtore ; 

Inſpire us with a heav'nly flame, 
And fleſh thall reign no more, 


Eternal Spirit! write thy law 

D pon our inward parts; 

And let the ſecond Adam draw 
His image on our Rearts. 


Bleſs'd with the joys of innocence 
Adam our father ſtood, 

Till he debas'd his foul to ſenſe, 
And eat th' unlawful food. 


Now we are born a ſenſual race, 
To finful ; joys inclin'd ; 

Reaſon has loſt its native 'place, 
And fleſh enſlav © che mind. 
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And Enoch walked with GOD.———GEx. v. 24. 


Hern they, who, in their early days. are turned from ſin, themſelves; 
and the world, by repentance towards Gop, and faith in the promiſe d 


ſeed, as Enoch was, who, from the time of his converſion, walked with 
_ Goo. in 2 continued progreſs in his work and ways. To © walk with 
© Gon,” implies, an avowed diſſent from a ſinful generation. coming out 


from among them, and cleaving to the Loa p, as Noah and Caleb; and 
this Gop + 3 of all, 2 Cox. vi. 1:,—A realizing the divine preſence, 


and fearing Gop always, as ſoſeph, Nehemiah, and David did; thereby 
avoiding every thing that would offend him, or hide the light of his coun- 
tenance : Openly profeſſing an attachment to him, and his ſervice, as the 
higheſt honour and beſt intereſt.— It implies alſo an holy intimacy and 


communion with Gop, which is kept up by conſtant meditation, prayer, 
and Praiſe; hearkening to the voice of his word and Spirit, and walking 
humbly before him; hereby holineſs is promoted and encouraged in the 
foul. Thus © Enoch walked with Gop ; thus he maintained a holy con- 


fidence in him, committing all his ways to him, always expecting help 


from him, and rejoicing in the hopes of being with him for ever. 
For theſe happy ends the grace of Gov is ſufficient er all that ſee their 


want, and aſk it. The Loxp help us to ſeek it, that, like Enoch, we may 


walk with Gop here below, aud live with Him for ever in glory. Amen, 
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See that ye avalk cireumſpectiy, not as fools, but as wiſe, Be ye therefore nad 
unwiſe, but underflanding what the will of the Lord is, EPRH. v. 1 5, 17. That 
Je may approve things that are excellent, that ye may be ſincere and without 
offence, PHIL. i. 10. See allo LUKE Xii. 36. 


PELEVERS have nothing more at heart than the will of Gop; being 


once convinced of that, they immediately ſet about it at all hazards ; 


but ſometimes they cannot come to a thorough true knowledge of the he 


without great conflicts and patience, HER. x. 36. For the fleſh is often- 
times exceeding cunning and froward, often calling out, But howſoever 
*© let me run, 2 Sam, xvii. 23. Bat the Loxp will nevertheleſs carry 
them through. Yes, Loxp! this thou haſt done innumerable times. O that 1 
might truſt thee alſo for the time to come, and not beſo weak in faith any more: 


Beloved ſelf muſt be deny'd, | | Fleſh muſt be humbled, pride abas'd, 
The mind and will renew'd ; Leſt they deſtioy our ſouls, 
Paſſion ſoppreſs'd and patience try ba. | LoxD! can a feeble, helpleſs worm, 


Fulfil a taſk ſo hard? 
Thy grace muſt all my works perform, 
And give the free reward. 


And vain deſires ſubdu'd. 


Fleſh is a dangerous foe to grace, 
Where it prevails and rules; 1 
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ye be reproaebed for the name CHRIST, happy are ye ; for the Spirit of glory 


r 
4 | 1 | : 2 1 6 
: 3 : oh 


and of God reſteth upon you, 1 PET. iv. 14, 19. Rejoice ye in that day, and 

lea for joy, for, behold your reward is great iu heaven, Luxx vi. 23. Who- 

ſoewer ſhall confeſs me before men, him æuill I confeſs before my Father who is in 
beaven; but whoſoever ſhall deny me, &c. MATT. x. 32, 33. 


. 


I WARD ſufferiags are greater afflictions than thoſe outward perſecutions, 


which chriſtians bring not upon themſeives by giving unnecellary of- 
fence, by ſelf-will, imprudent and unreaſonable behaviour, ſoaring beyond 


the limits of the written word of Gop : but neither do they ſhun it, being 


willing to ſuffer every thing after the will of God, rather than to hurt the 
cauſe of Gop in the leaſt, and depart a hair's breadth from his expreſs will, 
out of complailance to the world. They openly confeſs CHRIS their Loan, 
and do not mind to be called fools by the wicked, as they are perſuaded 


that at laſt they will call themſelves by that name; therefore they care not 


for the approbation and praiſe of the world, but count it a great honour to 
bear the reproaches of CHRISTH. 5 | 


Blefs'd are the ſuf rers who partake The Lamb ſhal] lead his heav*nly lack 
Oft pain and ſhame for Jesus' Jake; Where living fountains 1ife, 
Their ſouls ſhall triumpb n the Lox D, And love divine ſhall wipe away 


Glory ane joy are their rewasd, The ſorrows of their eyes, © 
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Fake heed to your ſpirit, MALACH1 ii. 1 5. The heartis deceitful above all thing:, 
and deſperately wicked, who can know it? JER. Xvii. 9. | 


Ti VEN believers ſeel this wickedneſs of their hearts. PsALM xxx. 7, 8. 

For the heart has many ſecret ways and private loop holes, that is, 
finful luſts can hide themſelves ſo well, that they ſeem to be quite over- 
come: but upon occaſion, eſpecially when we are careleſs, they ſpring up 
again, though ſometimes under other, and perhaps quite ſpiritual names. 
Therefore, we ought always to be jealous of ourlelves. For the fleſh is never 
more fleſhly and dangerous, than when it has the moſt ſpiritual appearance, 
and covers its luſts with the holineſs and ſpirituality of angels. 


Sin has a thouſand treach'rous arts 
To practiſe on the mind; 

With flatt' ring looks ſhe tempts our hearts 
But leaves a ſting beh nd. 


With names of virtue ſne deceives 
The »ged and the young: 
And while the heedleſs wretch b:lieves, 
She makes his feiters firong, 


She pleas for all the j »ys ſhe brings, 
And g. ves a fair pietence; 

But cheats the ſoul of heav'nly things, 
And chains it down to ſenſe, | 


So on a tree divinely fair 
Ge the forbidden food; 

Our mother took the poiſon there, 
And talnted all her blood. 
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O ſend out thy light and thy. truth, let them lead me, tee them bring me unto thy holy 
Bill, and to thy tabernacles, PsaLM xliii. 3. —Divine anſwer z The path of the 


Juſt is as the ſhining bt, that fhineth — and more unto the perfect day, 
PRov. iv. 18. 


HE wiſer we are in our own conceits, the more negligent are we in 

prayer, and more deſtitute of true wiſdom and faith. For the LoRD 

& pives fight only to the blind, and to the babes,” who pray for it. There- 

fore the deepeſt humblings go before the greateſt bleſſings. O my bleſſed 

Saviour! ſince I am always blind and ignorant of myſelf, if I am not 

guided by thine eyes; I deſire cs to look up to thee, and do every 
thing under thy direction. 


Prevent me, leſt I harbour pride, | Aſſiſt and teach me how to pray, 

, Leſt I in my own ſtrength confide; Incline my nature to obey; 
Shew me my weakneſs, let me ſee What thou abhor'ſt, that let-me flee, 
I have my pow'r, my All from thee, And cnly love what pleaſes thee, 
Enrich me alway with thy love ; O may I never do my will, 

My kind protector ever prove; But thine, and only thine fulf! 3 
Thy ſignet put upon my breaſt, Let all my time, and all my ways 


And let thy Spirit on me teſt. Be ſpent, and ended to thy praiſe. 
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By grace ye are ſaved, Epugs, | 111 5. 


40 als on grace, and deireto be Gioia only by free grace, is a ſweet 

exerciſe; but ſo far from being practiſed enough, that we have all 
need to learn the prayer of the publican better ſtill, ſince the Phariſee is 
ever buſy to creèp in again. But care muſt be taken, that we do not build 
our faith only upon the ſweet enjoyments of the grace of Gop in our 
hearts, but alſo upon the grace in the heart of Goo, as it is recovered: b 


Caxisr and promiſed: to us through Caxisr, For which reaſon God 


ſometimes denies us ſenſible enjoyments, that true faith may begin to a& 
like itſelf, and depend upon nothing but his free grace in Cuzisr. And 
this we have alſo boldnels to do, ſhould we even ſeem to fall ſhort of the 
due meaſure of faith, godly ſorrow, and repentance. For ſince there is no 
merit to be placed in theſe things, there is no certain, meaſure and degree 


preſcribed to all, but it is enough truly to hate fin, to deſire "ns; and 
fincerely to enter upon the chriſtian race. | 


*Tis not by works of righteouſneſs, | "Tis by the water and the blood 
Which our own hands have done, Our ſouls are waſh'd from fin. 
But we are ſav'd by foy* reign grace, 12255 . | 
| Ra's'd from the dead, we live a-new, 
Abounding thro” his Son, And juſtify'd by grace, 
We ſhall appear in glory too, 
3 And ſce our Father's face. 


*Tis from the mercy of our Gon 
That all our hopes begin; 
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Whoſvever committeth fin, tranſgreſſeth alſo the law ; for fin is the tranſgreſion of 
the law; and ye know that he was manifeſted to take away our fins, 1 JOUN 
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n {woe is a far greater power in the blood of CuyristT to fave and 
HY _ cleanſe, than in fin to defile and deſtroy, Rox. viii. 3. The law 
1 became weak to do good, but it hath power to condemn ; © The ſtrength 
| 4 of fin is the law; the Jaw gives ſtrength to fin, becauſe, by virtue of 
1 the curſe of the law, ſin reigns, and defiles the ſouls of men, through that 

righteous curſe; © The ſoul that ſins ſhall die.” But the blood of Jesus 
| 1 Curtsr hath greater power to ſave, than ſin, together with the law, bath 
wa to condemn, for the blood of CRRISTH takes away and aboliſheth it utterly ; 
my ' wheie this blood is applied, and brought home, fin itſelf cannot ruin that 
* ſoul. The ſoul is poiloned and, corrupted by fin, but the blood of CHRISͤl 
takes away that poiſon, and makes the ſoul pure and holy, as if it had 
never ſinned. Therefore as to theſe diſcouragements, *I ſhall never get 
& power againſt theſe corruptions, they will be my ruin;“ theſe are deep 
reflectings on ]z5sus CRI, as if Ga were ſtronger than He; as if thy fin 
were more powerful to damn thee, than Cuvasr is to ſave thee, 
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Be ye not as the horſe or as the mule, which have no underflanding : whoſe mouth 
muſt be held in with bit and bridle, lefl they come near unto thee, Ps AL. 
xxxii. 9. Therefore, if ye call on the Father, who, without reſped of 
perſons, judgeth according to every man s work, paſs the time of your ſojourning 
here in fear, 1 PET. 1. 17. | | | 


\ Y Wretched man! doſt thou really believe that Goo is the judge 

of all things, even what is privately done, the ſecrets of the heart 
not excepted ; how canſt thou meet thy Judge in this thy ſecurity of 
hypocriſy, without a true change of the heart? Doſt thou think that 
there is ſuch a thing as diſſembling, exculing, or eſcaping then. as there is 
now ?P By no means! O begin, therelore, in time to conſider it well. 
How wilt thou appear before that awful, holy, and impartial judgment- 


ſeat? What canſt thou ani{wer for thyteli? and what muſt then become 
of thee ? | 


, 


O Gov, mine inmoſt ſoul convert! Be this my one great bu**neſs here, 

And deeply on my thoughtful heart With ſerious indufity and fear 

Eternal thing: impreſs; _. | My future bliſs t enſure; 

Give me to feel their ſolemn weight, | - Thine utmoſt counſe) to fulfil, 

And tremble on the brink of fate, Ard ſuffer all thy righteous will, 
And wake to rightevvineſs. [ And to he end endure, 


Q 
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Be Mromg and of, :@a- good courage, I will be with thee, I will. not fail thee, nor.” 
*. Jarſake. thee.” Only be thou firong and very courageous ! O tweet command- 

ment l Be not afraid, neither be thou di iſmayed ; for the Lok» thy Gop is 1 | 
thee: whitherſuever thou got. O glorious promiſe JosHua i. 5, 6, 9. 


Nay, IT have called thee by thy name: I bave furnamed thee, I ebbu 270 
not known ** 154. xlv. + 


G requires nothing but faith, which animates to do great chings, 
| makes chearful, ſtrong, and eaſy in difficulties, . T herefore have: 
| thou always the higheſt. confidence in Gop, and fear nothing; ; for he is 
| with. thee in all things. He that has but this one care and ſear, not to 
diſpleaſe him, need not care for or fear any thing elſe. His ſaſety is inſured 
ig. the Promife of Gov, who wall keep him Annen! in all things. | 


% 


Awake, our. ſouls, (away pur - But they forget the ah Gov, 
Let ev'ry trembling thought be ne). That feeds the firength of ev'ry faint, 
Awake, and run the heay'nly race, | 7 
And pars chearful courage. on. From Him, the overflowing ſpring, 

| Our ſouls ſhall drink a freſh ſopply; 3 
Troe, tis a ſlraĩt and thorny road, While ſuch as truſt their native ſtrength, 


And mortal ſpirits tire and ſaint; | | Shall melt auen, ang mo and die. ö 
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Behold the Laus of God, webs ales away the IR F the ar J. Joun i i. "TH 
Thefe are they who came out of great tribulation, and have waſbed their 


robes, and made them white in the blood of the LamB. Therefore are they before 
the throne of GoD, and e him day and night in his temple, REV. vii. 14, 1 5. 


H= that waſhes himſelf continually in the blood of Cuxisr, does not ; 


make light of fin, but deteſts it above all things; for what can be 
more abominable than ſin, fince it cannot be taken away but by the blood 
of the Son of GOD This humbles and makes us ſerious ; and without 
this it is not right with our ſouls. To ſpeak continually of the blood of 


the Lamb, and yet be puffed up, boaſt, and trifle with fin, cannot agree 


together, 


Now will I hate thoſe luſts of mine Nor will I ſpare the guilty thingy 
That crucify'd my Gov, _ ' That made my Saviour bleed. 
Thoſe fins that pierc'd and nail'd his fleſh | 
Faſt to the fatal wood, Whilſt with a melting, broken heart, 
| My murder'd Lozop I view, 


Yes, my Redeemer, they ſhall die, I'll raiſe revenge againſt my fins, 


My heart has ſo decreed 3 | And lay the murd'rets too. 
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Peril I ſay unte you they bave their 3 M ATT. vi. 2 Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of rigbteouſneſs, which tbe Lord, the righteous 


Judge, Hall give me at that day; and not to me . but unto all them * 8 


that love bis appearing, 2 11M. iv. 8. 


P OR this crown faith ftrives., And decals this faith CPL: it makes 
the world fay, Weil, I alſo believe: But where is their conflict and 
conqueſt? It is ATR: FP I rely on CuRisr and grace. But Canaan 
was alſo a free giſt of grace, and yet it was not taken without conflicts. 


And moreover, as worldly people are not acquainted with the wickedneſs 
of their hearts, they do not truſt alone upon grace, but upon their out- 


ward form; ſelf. love and pride an in their hearts. 


No works nor in of your own | Walk in.the light of your own N 


Can for tue In. II. it fa atone; Enjoy the ſparks that ye veſite. 
The coves that ature may provide | 


Wiil not your welt pc _—_ This is your portion at my hayds, 


Heil waits yeu with her iron bands; 
Ye ſons of pride, that kindle coals You ſhail hie cown in ſorrow there, 


hm yuul OWG Banus, to va. m your fouls, lu ceath, in daikneſs, ang de pair. 
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. us run woith patience the race that is ſet before us, He. XiU--t« 


T ſeems a contradiftion to run NE patience 3 for running is active, and patience paſſive ; 
and therefore one is diſtin frum the other, if not oppoſite ; but he that runs, and wants 
patienee, will never get tothe end of his race: For in the race of Gop's commandments, men 


have. iou]-play ; one comes and rails on him for his zeal, for running ſo faſt, when he thinks 
himelf too flow ; another gives him a blow, and firikes him down, and up he gets, and runs. 


again. Every man will make room, and give way to him that is in a race here, while he that 


ras the heavenly race may expect, and will find many ſtand in his way, and ſtop him all they 


can, ſo that he will have great need of patience z without it every thing will offend him. What 
is a wiſe man, a zealous man, without patience ? He will bear nothing, ſuffer n«thing, and can 
do no great good. Day d had many ene mies that ſpake miſchievous things againſt him, and 
laid ſnares for his life; but he was © as. a deaf man that heard not, and as a dumb man that 
c openeth not his mouth.“ Saul was twice in his power, yet he would not aveage himſelf of 
| him: he wanted neither courage nor wiſdom; he bad a ftirring ſpirit, a working head, was 
ſenſible of wrongs, knew himſelf innocent, his adverſaries malicious; his thought, muſt need be 


troubled, and yet he is his own man under all; he committed his cauſe to Gob, his patience 


was in e and he waited Gop's time of L CaxisT's active and paſſi se opedi- 


ence made him a complete 3 3 may thy aCtive and paſſye graces, . make thee a. 


complete chnft;an ! 


Awake our ſouls (away our fears From CRN IST, the oveiflowing Coring, 

Let. ev'ry trembling thought be gone) Our ſcu}s (hall drink a freſh ſupply; 
Awake and run the heavenly race, While fuch as truſt their native firength 

And put a chearful cuuragz on. | Shall melt away, and droop and die. 


Q 3 


es. 
„%% TY + Ty 


W. TT - b 

4 l 1 1 
g | / 1 . * « 

| N 

1 17 
= | 4 
4 ' * N 
„ 
h 4 42h % 5 Us 
* 15 EY | 


„ » 


4 | [ Gov bath ſet forth to be a propitiation, (or 2 propitiatory) through faith : 
| 1 in his blood; to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, 
l 1 | tbrough the forbearance of Gop, Rom. ill. 2 5. 

| | 1 i G OD hath ſet forth the propitiation; from all eternity he propoſed Cnnrsr to be the propi- 
1 'F tiatory; the ſpring of all is from the Father, who is love: he propoſed, revealed, and made 


Euster known to Adam, to Abraham, to the Prophets; he propoſed the propitiatory as an 
= obje&'of faith in all the ſacrifices that were types of Cnz 15 T; this propitiatory is clearly and 
WT fully fer forth im the goſpel-diſpenſation. In this plan the righteouſneſs and juſtice of Gop is 

declared, while he vindicztes the honour of his perfectjons and laws, and maintains the autho- 
rity of his government by puniſhing'the offences of rebe]-fubjeQs in the ſufferings of the Svrety, 
«Cho was made fin, an offering for fin, that we might be made the righteouſheſs of Go pin Rim.“ 

Whither ſhall J, a' posr ſinner, conſcious of guilt, and apprehenſſve of wrath, fly for refuge ? 
Where ſhall 1 find it? Where but under the covert of atoninig' blood! While others have re- 
courſe to refuges of lies, and would eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of their own in the Lon D my 
«righteouſneſs I find reſt and ſafety; Having fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet befote 
me in CnrtsT; my hope, I ſhall have ſtrong conſolation.” Does JExovan from his mercy- 
a feat offer pardon to me, à rebel-finner ? Do I bear his voice befeeching me to be reconciled to 
* him through Cxz15T, my propitiatory and peace?“ Shall I not hear this voice of mercy, and 
Jive;7and joy in Gop through Cur IST, by whom I receive the atonement!” Will Gop com- 
mune with me from this mercy-ſeat, and bleſs me with the manifeſtations of his love! O de- 
lightful interview, when moſt alone, retired from the world, but leaſt alone when with my 
Gop ! O the inexpreſſible pleaſure of ſecret devotion, of a life hid with CR IST in Gop!“ 
If the contemp'ation of civine love here below is fo raviſhing, O what ſhall I experience above! 
.* My Gop, guide me here by thy counſels, and afterwards receive me to glory.“ 


P | OPIN ITT. GEO,” 


= 


No mas can ſerve two maſters, for either he will hate the one, and love the other ; 
or elſe he awill hold tothe one, and deſpiſe the other, Ye cannot ſerve Gow end . 
Mammon, MATT. vi. 24. | | : 

g D OTH Satan tempt thee, either by pleaſures, dignities, or profits ? 
8 O my ſoul! ſtand upon thy guard, gird on thy ſtrength with ſuch 
thoughts as theſe : What can the world profit me, if the cares of it ehoak” 
me? How can pleaſures comfort me, if their ſting poiſon me ? Or what 
advancement is this, to be triumphing in honour before the face of men 
here, and to be trembling with confuſion before the throne of Gop here- 
after? What are the delights of the world, to the peace of my conſeienca, 
or the joy that is in the Holt Gnosr? What are the applauſes of men, 
to the crown prepared by Gap? Or what is the gain of the world, to:the 
loſs of my ſoul? The vanity,of the creature is far beneath the excellen 
of my ſoul ; and the things of time not worthy.to be mentioned with the 
things of eternity. Two maſters of ſuch oppoſite principles as Gop antl 
Mauuox, I cannot ſerve; therefore, Satan, upon the molt deliberate-con- 
ns wa mult give thee 2nd thy ſervice up, for thou biddeſt me to 
my. loſs. | | 


. 
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O tafte and ſee that the Lon 1s good, Ps aL M xxxiv. 8. J Ess Cunisr, 
the ſame yeſterday and to-day, and forever, Neb. xii. 8. 


Tun is an infinite fulneſs of all ſpiritual n treaſured up in 


ceive, even grace ſor grace. But. alas! we are {low of heart to believe 
che truth: we pleaſe ousſelves with ſmall things, and come ſlowly forward 
to a daily growth out of that fulneſs. Young converts, enamoured with 
what they have in hand, or living upon their feelings, are ready to flee 
from knowledge, as ſomething dangerous and deſtructive of holineſs: and 


though the affections wege mere neutrals in the chriſtian religion, and that 
the whole conſiſted in having a crouded head. Come then, O my foul, di- 
veſt thyſelf from the pride of party, and the ſtrife of tongues: be thou an 
humble ſupplicant at the feet of ]:sus, for a live coal from off the altar, 
to purge away thine iniquity, and to warm thy affections; and likewiſe for 
the aids of the holy Spirit, to lead thee into “ the knowledge of the only 


true Gop and JEsus CHRIST whom he hath ſent.” Then ſhalt thou not 
-only taſte but ſee, not only fee but taſte 


„ both ſweetly taſte, and clearly 
Fee, that the Lox is good.” | » . 
O the rich depths of love divine! | On thee alone my hope relies, 
„Of hi,, a boundleſs ſtore; 5 Beneath thy croſs I fall; 
Deer Saviour, let me call thee mine, 


My Lon b, my life, my ſacrifice, 


4 cannot wiſh for more. My Saviour and my Ali, 


CarisT Jesus for all his people; and out of his fulneſs they do re- 


mere profeſſors are apt to deny and even deride thole precious feelings, as 
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We ſpeak the awiſdom of Gov in a — even the bidden <viſtom, wi Gop 
ordained before the world to our glory, 1 COR. ii. 7. 


Tr ERE are ſome things declared in the goſpel, which are Wann 
its own, that are proper and peculiar unto it; ſuch as have no foot- 
Reps in the law, or in the light of nature, but are of a pure revelation, 
peculiar to the goſpel. Of this nature are all things concerning the love 
and will of Gov in Cyr1sT Jssus; the myſtery of his Incarnation, of his 
Offices, and whole Mediation, of the Diſpen ſation of the Spirit, and our 
Participation thereof, and our Union with CHRIST thereby; our Adoption, 
Juſtification, and effectual SanRification thence proceeding : In a word, 
every thing that belongs unto the purchaſe and application of ſaving grace, 
is of this fort, Theſe things are purely and properly Cvangelcaly PEA 
to-the goſpel alone. 

Hence the apoſtle Paul, unto whom the difpenſation of it was com- 
mitted, puts that eminency upon them, that (in compariſon) he reſolved 
to inſiſt on nothing elſe in his preaching, 1 Cor. ii. 2. And to that 
purpoſe doth he delcribe his miniſtry, ErhESs. iii. 79—11. 

Reader, oblerve theſe two things, what Gep reveals in his wa let 
thy reaſon ſubmit unto: what he propo/es, as objects, or matter of faith, "beg 
of him to enable thee to believe. 
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; 6 Bat. can my ſoul from thee depart, 
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wh 4 be the Gop and Father of our Lox D Jesvs bi awho hath Bleſſed 1¹ 


avith all ſpiritual bleſſmgs in heavenly things in CyxIsST, EPHES. i. 3. 


ROM natural conſtitution we-earneſtly expect preſent gratification. It is 
by no means ſufficient, therefore to explain to us our duty; or enforce it 
by future rewards and puniſhments. There muſt be pleaſures at hand, to 
counterac̃t the ſolicitations of ſin, and outbid, as it were, all that ſorcereis can 
offer. The religion of Ixs vs is. conſtituted, in this manner — it brings the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the beſt happineſs bere; > à rich foretaſte j in this life of heavenly glory. 
Salvation cometh of the Lord 10 the finger upon believing, juſt as a moſt ample 
eſtate bequeathed t to a beggar ! in debt; at once, it, alters his whole condition, 
pays all he owes, ſupplies all he wants, gives, him rank, figure, and authority, 
to which before he was a perfect. ſtranger. | 
Such bleſſedneſs in the pardon of all my ſins, in acceſs to. Gop with confi- 
dence, in victory over my ſpiritual enemies, give me, O my, Gop, to. enjoy 


Thou only ſoy*reign of my: heart, „ 


Let earth's alluring j joys combine: 
My refuge, my. almighty friend, 


While thos art near in vein they call 3 
One ile, ove bliſsful file of thine, 
My deareſt Lqsp, outweighs them all. 

| Loew at thy feet my ſoul- would he, 

| On theſe my fainting ſpirit lives; | Here ſafety, dwells, and peace divine, 

Here ſweeter comforts chear 1 my- heart, Still let me live beneath thine ey 


Than all the round of nature gives, | For life, eternal life, is thine, 


n whom alone my hopes depend? 
| [Eternal life thy.words.impert,. 
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love to each other, and keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
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Spare not, lengthen thy cords, and ſtrengtben thy flakes, For thou ſhalt break 
"forth on 1be right hand and on the left ; and thy ſeed ſhall inherit the Gentiles, 
and make the deſolate cities to be inhabited, ISA. liv, 2, 3. £2.34 


He comfortable is it to the religious man to behold an increaſe of 
| the true worſhippers of Gop! and more elpccially in that place 
where his foul has dwelt, as among lions, and been © vexed from day to 
* day with the filthy converſation of the wicked?” To ſee the banner af 
Cuzisr fet up there, and numbers flock unto it, as doves to their win- 
dows—to {ee the kingdom of Satan weaken and contract, and the kingdom 
of GoDp and his Cauxist ſtrengthen and enlarge—to ſee the hand of the 
Lox p protecting and providing for his people going before them, like 
the pillar and cloud, refreſhing them by day and by night: — This is 
indeed a feaſt of fat things. Logo, grant, that 1 may be thankful for 
what I have already ſeen, and may behold thy glory thus diſplayed more 
and more. And while thou lengtheneſt our cords, do thou help us to 
ſtrengthen our ſtakes ; by holding faſt the form of found words, living as 
perſons profeſſing godlineſs, ſhewing that we are chriſtians indeed, by 


peace. Thus ſhall our light ſhine before men, and the light of thy goſpel 
break forth on the right hand and on the left, and make the deſolate cities 
do be inhabited. _— 
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Fa man alſo firive for maſteries, yet is be not croguned except he flrive lawfully, int 
2 TIM. ii. $. namely, in faith, by which we have the victory. And as the ER; 
enemies return again and again, and always became more crafty and more A 
ſtrong, we mult contiually be in arms. Until now, the kingdom of beaven ſhoulc 
ſicferetb violence, MATT. xi. 12. | | | kills 
| 1 5 it wil 
IF thoſe cannot expect to be crowned, who ſtrive, but not lawfully, weake 
what muſt become of thoſe Who do not ſtrive at all? OLoxp, ſtrengthen upon 
me therefore to get the victory, for it greatly exalts thy glory if the power proud 
of mine enemies is broke: and the leaſt degree of thy grace and ſtrength in ma 
is able to overcome the greateſt power of fin at laſt, which is thy promiſe, real c 
and cannot fail of being performed; ſince in the former there is the pro- yet h 
miſe of life and growth, whilſt the latter is condemned to death, and conti! 
aktually dies more and more if nailed to the croſs of CuURIST. | | wiſel) 
| EY enc 
Stand up my ſoul, ſhake off thy fears, Eternal chains confine him down eg 
And gird the goſpel armour on; To fiery deeps, and endleſs night. - mere. 
March to the gates of endleſs joys, | 55 5 . 
Where thy great captain-Sa viour's gone. What tho' thine inward luſts rebel, 15 4 
Ts but a ſtiuggling gaſp for bfe; | miſer 
What tho? the prince of darkneſs rage, The weapons of victorious grace 5 Me 
And waſte the fury of his ſp. te? | 


Shall ſlay thy fins, and end the firife, f 
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So then, it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runnetb, but of God that 
fheaveth mercy, Rom. ix 16. Thou haſt a little firength, REV. ww. 8. But go 


pp in this thy might, &c. Surely I will be with thee, Ju pg. vi. 14, 16. N 
Ie * „ Little ſtrength is alſo the ſtrength of Gop through CHRIS thejſecond Adam, 
e and conſequently ſtfonger than the power of Satan and the firſt Adam, 
a ſhould it ſeem ever ſo ſtrong. Nay, it is the death of the old man already, and 


— 

5 2 LB os ob CIR POINTY, N rn 2 , 
.. es nes we SO PIO 

— . 
2 
n = . bo * 
8 1 = T0 * = = 

n= # = — 
- 


kills him by degrees more and more; till at laſt, when we drop this body of fin, 
it will deſtroy him entirely, Believers in ſuch a ftate may think themſelves 


£ weaker than before they had any grace, not Leing able now to put ſuch a force 
n upon themſelves as formerly. But it is to be remembered, that hypocriſy and 
r proud nature, de:;rous of being ſeen and taken notice of, ſometimes can outdograce 
n in many outward things, and have a better apearance in the eyes of man: for 
, real chriſtians, not being willing to be worked upon by nature any longer, and 
» yet having but little ſtrength, cannot put ſuch a conſtraint upon themſelves 
d continvally, but they may be in this manner toſſæd to and fro; which the Loy 


_ wiſely permits for their good, to convince them the more of their own inſuffici- 
ency and nothingneſs, that they may rely on the ſtrength of the LoD. There- 
fore we muſt not give over praying and hoping in this caſe ; but it is only the 
mercy and power of CHRIsT, which preſerves and ſtrengthens the poor and 
feeble, we rather onght to be more earneſt in drawing near to him with all our 
miſery, wearineſs, and nakedneſs. 


Me:e moital pow'r ſhall fade and die, But we thit wait upon the Lon o, 
And youthful vigour ceaſe z Shall feel our ſtrength increale. 


„ 26. 
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If after they have eſcaped the pollution of the world, through the knowledge of the 

Lob and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, they are again intaugled therein, and ower- 

come, the latter end is worſe with them thanithe beginning, 2 PET. ii. 20. 


DOME not only deny ſtrong temptations, but even all inward evil ſug- 
geſtions and ſtrivings againſt the ſame, elpecially in experienced chril- 

tians ; but it is quite the contrary : for beyinners ſtrive generally more 
againſt the outward polluticns of the world, whilſt the experienced, turn | 
their force more againſt their inward ſpiritual iniquities, Fherefore take 
- heed to your ſpirit, though your meaning be ever io good, and your aſſur- 
atice ever ſo great. Be not high minded, for fear of falling. Beware of 
all fins; for the lealt may unawares and by degrees draw thee into many, 
others; ſo as to be at laft intangled in ſuch a manner, that without great 
watchfulneſs it will be impoſſible to be diſengaged, therefore be not de- 
ceived: flee all occaſions of fin, Say not within thyſelf, It is no matter; 
it concerns only outward things, which do not belong to the eſſence of 
chriſtianity : for ſuch outward liberty is a ſure evidence of a falle inward 
| levity and lightneſs of mind. And by conforming to the world, we give 
a good handle to the enemy of ſouls to ruin us; and by fad experience we 
all be convinced in time, that our latter end is worſe than the beginning. 
O for a perſevering pew*r | 


| We would defile our hearts no more, 
To keep thy juſt cc mmands! 


No more pollute our hands, 
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1/ it be palſible, as much as lies in you, live peaceably-with all men, Rou, xii. 18. 
HERE is much conteſt in the world about meum and tuum, that is 
mine and thine;' but believers taking CHR ISH for their only property, 
whom nobody can take from them, have, in him alone, immenſe treaſures, 
and laſting peace. And ſince wrath and anger turn into nothing but diſ- 
quietnels, and are puniſhed by themſelves, why doſt thou ſuffer thyſelf to 
be eaſily moved by them? The leaſt provocation, even a ſingle word per- 
haps; will ſtir up the corruption of thy heart, ſo as to change thy counte- 


nance; and make the utter dreadful words. Therefore conſider how God 


bears with thee, and what an abomination anger is. It is a fire from hell, the 
true image of the old dragon: but being called to bear the image of Gopz- 
and bring forth the fruits of the good . thou art to follow the lamb- 

like mind of CHRIST; and to that purpoſe it is highly neceſſary firſt, to avoid, 
all occaſions of ſtrife and contention. Secondly, to bridle our tongue, if 


- quarrels ariſe. . Thirdly, to ſuffer, when we are wronged. Fourthly, to 
pray directly, and quench the ſparks of fire, before they break out into a 
flame. This is the eaſieſt and the only method to prevent great troubles, 


and lead a peaceful happy life, for anger carries uneaſineſs, and love a ſweet 


Bleſs'd are the men of peaceful life, | They ſhall be call'd the heirs of bliſs, 
Who quench the doals of growing ſtrife; The ſons of Gov, the God of peace, 
. ö 25 2 * ; FY To . ö . "PS . | | 
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Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the holieft by the blood of IESUSs, 
"Sc. Let us draw near with a brue heart, in full aſſurance of faith ; having 
our hearts ſprinkled (with the Blood of CHRIST, ty which he once entered 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us, and purged our a 
conſciences from dead works, to ſerve the liuing Gop) from an evil conſcience, | 5 
and our bodies waſhed with pure water, HEB. x. . 
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Uh ( SARS! has for ever purged our fins by himſelf; < for 3 one offering K 
5 * he has perfeCted for ever them that are ſanctified, chap. x. 14. * 
+7. : 

G bl | And to this ſprinkling of the blood of CRISr all believers, even the weak. ne 

l "i | oft; are to come; that is to ſay, he has the forgiveneſs of fins in his blood. | = 
„ This is the element and life; thus he © lives by the ſaith of the Son of thi 
th | Gop, who allo loved him,” always applying his ranſom to his ſoul, and de 

| lf pleading his merits beſore his heavenly Father, which keeps his conſcience th! 

| 1 6 * and verde — '$ thi 

| | 1 | 6-3 th 

= 4 1 They find dah at ev*ry hour O happy ſou}! O glor'ovs ſtate ; the 
1 To Bop within the vail; Of ever-flowing grace! Z. 

| * * Henct they derive 2 quick ning pow's _ To dwell ſo near their Father's ſeat, 31 


And | _ that never fail. And ſee his lovely face. 
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That which may be known of Gov is manifeſt in them, for Gop bath ſbæaved it 
” | unto them, Rom. 1. 19. : 


tet | | \_ 
1 are ſome things declared and enjoined in the goſpel, which 
1 have their foundation in the law and light of nature; ſuch are all the 
moral duties, which are taught therein; theſe the remaining light of nature, 
though obſcurely, yet does teach and confirm; the apoſtle, ſpeaking of man- 
kind in general, ſays, That which may be known of God is manifeſt in 
them; the eſſential properties of Goo, rendering our moral duty to him 
neceſſary, are known by the light of nature: and by the ſame. light are 
men able to make a judgment of their actions, whether hey be good or 
evil, Row, ii. 14, 15. The ſame law and light, Which diſcovereth theſe 
things, do allo enjoin their obſervance. Thus it is with all men antece- 
dently unto the preaching of the goſpel to them. The goſpel ſuperadds two 
things to the minds of men. I. It dire&s us gta right performance of thele 
things, from a right principle, by a right rule&,%and to a right end, ſo that 
they, and we in them, may obtain acceptance with God; hereby it gives 
them a new nature, and turns moral duties into evangelical obedience. 
2. By a communication of that Spirit, which is annexed unto its diſpenſation, 
21 ſupplies us with ſtrength ſor their performanee in the manner it preſcribes. 
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bo ſhall ſeparate us from the-love of ChRIsT ? Hall tribulation, or difireſt, or 


- perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? Nay, in all theſe things 
we are more than conquerors through bim that lowed us, Ro. viii. 35, 37. 


QTARS ſhine brighteſt in the darkeſt night; torches are better for beat- 
ing; grapes come not to the proof till they come to the prels ; ſpices 


ſmell beſt when bruiſed; young trees root the faſter for ſhaking ; gold looks 
brighter for ſcouring ; juniper ſmells ſweeteſt in the fire; the palmtree 


proves the better for preſſing ; camomile the more you tread it, tne more 


vou ſpread it. Such is the condition of all Gor's children, they are then 
moſt triumphant, when moſt tempted; moſt glorious, when moſt atflited ; 
_ moſt in the favour of Gop, when leaſt in man's; as their conflicts, fo their 


conqueſts; as their tribulations, ſo their triumphs ; true ſalamanders, that 


live beſt in the furnace of perlecution ; fo that heavy affliftions are the beſt 
benefattors to heavenly affections; and where afflitions hang heavieſt, 


corruptions hang luoſeſt; and grace, that is hid in nature, as ſweet water 
inroſe leaves, is then molt fragrant, when the fire of affliction is put under 
to diſtil it out, 2. | 


Ovy lives, our blood, we here preſent, Give us thy ſtrength, thou Gon of pow'r 3 
It for thy ſar e they may be ſpent ; | Then Jet men ſcorn, and ſatan roar z 
Fulfil thy ſw'reign counſel, Lx D, Thy faithful witneſſes we'll be, 


Thy will be done, thy name ador'd, 'Tis fix d- we can do ail thio' thee, 
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Riſe up, my love, my fair one, and come away ; for lo, the winter is paſt, the rain 
is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the time of the ſinging of 
birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land, &, Ariſe, my 
love, my fair one, and come away. O] my dove, that are in the clefts of the 


rock, &c. CANT. ii. 10—14. 


Load! how often has it been winter with me, but thou haſt always 
quickened me again. Grant that by theſe experiences I may be ſo 
uſed io thy ways, as always to expect the beſt from thee in every thing, 
and to have only this one care, namely, how I may pleale thee as thy bride 


and dove, arz#be accepted through thee with thy Father, Let my faith be 
ſtrengthened in ſuch a manner by all thy methods, that at laſt | may have 
boldneſs and find reſt in thy wounds, fince yet there is room for the great - 


Eſt of ſinners, even tor me, 


The voice of my Beloved ſounds | 

Ove: the rocks and rihng grounds: 

O'er hills cf guilt, anc ſes of grief, 

He leaps, he flies to my relief, | 

Gently he draws my heart along, | 
Both with his beavties and his tongue; 

Riſe, ſays my LorD, make haſte away, | 


No mortal Joys ape worth thy Ray, 


The Jewiſh wint'ry ſtate is gone, 
The mitts are fled, the ſpring comes on; 


The ſacred turtle-dove we hear 
Proclaim the new, the joyful year, 

And when we hear our Is us ſay, 

6+ Riſe up, my Love, make haſte away !** 
Our hearts would fain outfly the wind, 
And leave all earthly lo ves behind, | 
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Be not conformed to this world, ROM. xii. 2. And love not the worl4, neither the 
_. things that are in the wvorld. If any man love the world, the lowe of the Father is 


not in him. And the world paſſeth away, and the luſt thereof but he g hat goth 
the. Will of GoD, a5:d?th for ever, 1 JOHN ii. 15, 2 


EADER! whoſe will doſt thou do? examine thyſelf, Perhaps thou 
> thinkeſt to love the world and to do her will, cannot be ſo great a 
' in, fince the moſt honeſt people do the ſame, But obſerve, as thou wouldſt 
be faved, that if thou . loveit the world, the love of the Father is not in 
% thee;” and without this love of the Father, thou haſt no faith; and be- 


ing deſtitute of faith, thou haſt no . and e no lile and 
falvation, 


Now to the ſhining realms above 


I ftretch my bands, and glance my eyes; 
O for the pinions of a dove, - 


To bear me to the upper {kies! 


J ſend the things of earth away; 
Away yetempters of the mind, 
Falſe as the ſmooth deceitful ſea, 
And empty as the whiſtling wund. 


Your ftreams were floating me along 


Pown to the gulph of black deſpair; That warn'd me of the dark atix(s ; 


And whilt 1 ] hiten'd to your ſong, That drew me frcm thoſe treacl,*.uws ſeas, 
Your ſtrcams had een convey'd me there. And bid me ſcek ſupenvc bla. 


Lon b, I acore thy matchleſs grace, 
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Not faſpioning yourſelves according to the former lufts in your ignorance; but as he 
Who has called you is holy, fo be ye holy, Note, in all manner of converſation, 
1 PET. i. 14, 15. Give diligence to make your calling aud elefion ſure ; for 
the time paſi of dur life may ſuffice us to have wrought foe wil of the Gentiles, 
Se. PET 1-10: Pr. iv. T. 
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ONE can be ſo ſure of his alen as to be for ever free from ſears 
and doubis; for there is no aſſurance without conflicts: therefore 

all diligence is 1equired to be evermore ſure of it, ſo as to have boldneſs 
| even in death. But let us take heed of preſumption, ſince we do not 
ny know what may befal us at laſt; and be careful not to deſpiſe and over- 
e- | drive the weaker ſort of chriſtians, that by making general rules of our own 
os experience, this comfortable doctrine of affararge may not be matter of 
torment to others, 


How ſhort ard haſty is our life! | How we deſerve the deepeſt hell, 
How vaſt our ſoul's affairs! That flight the jovs above! 

Yet ſenſeleſ mortals vainly ſtrive Z What chains of vengeznce ſhould we feel, 
To laviſh out their years, | That break ſuch cords of love! 

Cop from on high invites vs home, Draw us, O Gop ! with ſov*reign grace, 
But we march beedleſs on; And lift our thouzhts on high, 

| And ever hait'ning t» the tomb, That we may end this mortal race, 
s, | Stoop dowuward as We lun. | And ſee ſalvation nigh, 
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For the Son of man is come to ſeek and to ſave that which was ft, Lux E xix. 10. 


INDING in myſelf a ſincere deſire to be ſaved, as well from the power as the 
puniſhment of ſin, conſcious too as I am of an hearty acquieſcence in the goſ- 
pel covenant, it is diſhonourable to the gracious maſter whole I profeſs myſelf, | 
to go on from day to day in heavineſs. My ſins cannot be my deſtruction, for 


Jesus CHRisT:. ſuffered for them. If CyrisT is not my Saviour, then is not a 
the ſaying of God faithful: a thought which my ſoul abhors. Conſider, O my 0 
ſoul, that it was the very purpoſe of CHRIST's coming into the world to ſave r 
»finners, circumſtanced juſt as thou art! yea, though thy ſins be as fearlet, yea, { 
'though they be red as crimſon; be not thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and be 5 
not diſquieted within me, but encourage a chearful hope in thy Covenant - God, 
and inſtead of poring only upon thy ſins, conſider the exceeding love of CAR IS N 

itt 


in dying for them; and, conſtrained by a ſenſe of that love, do thy diligence. 
to live unto him; and for this he will enable thee by his holy Spirit. 


The Lox of life and glory land: ; 5 I purge from ſin's detefted ſtain. 
Aloud he cries, and ſpreacs hs hands; Arid make the crimſon» white again, 
He calls ten thouſand finners round, Lead to celeſtial joys r-fin'd, 
And ſends a voice from ey'ry wound, And laſting as the deathleſs mind.“ 
«An 2mpl- pardon her- I vive, 4 O ]Jesv, let me doubt no more; 
And bid the ſentenc'd rebe live; But hear, and wonder, and adore 
Sher him my Fa'be 's ſmiling face, Till death, ſhall make my laſt remove 


And lodge him in his dear embrace. 1 To dwell for ever in thy love. 
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1 ve, (O change your minds) and believe the goſpel, Manx i 1. 15. 


O The great comfort, that Gon requires only faith; and ſuch a faith 
| which 1 is his own gift, and is held forth truly to every one that will 


receive his pardon, grace, and love. But that this may not be underſtood . 
of preſumptuous notions in out heads, it is well to be oblerved, that true 
repentance goes before faith; by which the heart is not only convinced of 


fin, and filled with godly ſorrow, but changed ſo as to hate and abandon 


all fins. It is not enough to leave off ſome of our fins, or be outwardly 
reformed ; but it muſt be an inward and thorough change of the whole 
mind; ſor if one ſin be reigning, we cannot be ſaid to have repented, and 
received that faith and power 0 Gop whieh overcomes the world and fins. 


Miſtaken ſouls | that dream of heav' n, | 
And mike their empty boaſt 

Ot inward} Joys, and fins fotgiv' . 
Waile they are ſlaves to luſt! 


None but a living pow'r unites 
To CuR 18 r, the living head. 


"Tis faith that purifies the heart ;z 
'Tis faith that werks by love x 


Vain are our fancies airy flights, | | That bids our fins and luſts depart, \ 
If faith be cold and dead; 


And lifts our fouls above. 
R 4 
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. What Lay unto you, I ſay unto all, Watch, MARK xili. 37. e Ne 


O a day ſet apart ſor the celebration of ſome great event, how anxious 
are the people to get in time to the place appointed? what earnell- 1 
nels is to be ſeen. in their looks? As earneſt ſhould we be in watching for | 
the hour in which our Lox o {hall come, that we may not be aſhem2d be- ; 
fore him. A heart deceived by lin may ſuggeſt many arguments againſt _ 
this holy earneſtneſs, but they are the reaſonings of folly. It is a general - 
warning, © What I ſay unto you, I ſay-unto all, Warcn.” Almoſt every | 
day affords an inſtance of ſome one hurried: into eternity on a fuaden. 
Was not hourly walchſulneſs neceſſary, a merciful Gob. would not permit 
fuch ſudden deaths. But he has ſounded the alarm, Ye know nut what 


% hour our Lord doth come.” Give me grace, O Lord, to live always 5 
as if I heard that ſolemn voice ſounding continually ; in my cars, Awake, | T; 
«ye dead, and come to judgment.“ . 8. 
Awake, my erouſy ſoul, awake, | | The awful regiſter goes on, 1 | pi 
And view the th:eat'ning ſcene; ; | 'Th' account will ſurely come; di 
. Legions of foes encamp around, And op'ning day, cr clofing night, 
N And treach'ry lutks within. | | | May bear me to my doom, th 
| Noe to the work of Gop awake, Tremendous thought! How deep it frikes! 
-- - Hcbo:e thy maſter near; | ; Yet like a dream it Res, 
1% The Karious, arduous taſk purſue, Til Gop's own voice the flumbers itt h | | 


Win vigour and Wich fear, Frum theſe deludel eyes. 


SE FTF 
Nav alſo, when I am old and grey- headed, O Gop, forſake' me not, Ps ALM Ixxi. 
8. O keep my ſoul, and deliver me; tet me not be aſbamed, for I put my truſt 
in thee. Let integrity and uprightneſs preſerve me: for I wait on thee, PSALM 
XXV. 20, z1.—Divine anſwer ;  Hearken unto me, O houſe of Facob, and all 
the remnant of the houſe of Iſrael, which are born by me from the belly, avbich 
are carried from the womb. And even to your old age I am He, and even to 
your haary hairs will I carry you: ] have made, and I will bear, even I will 
carry, and will deliver you, ISA. xlvi. 3, 4. 


OD never does nor can Yorſake me, ſince Tam as near and as cloſely 
united to him as a child which is carried in the mother's womb, 0 

great comſort! what can I have to fear? May I not expect every thing now 
conhdently from him? Yes, and this is what pleaſes him above all things. 

Therefore I will © be careful for nothing, but in every thing by prayer and 

* lupplication, with thankſgiving, make my requeſts known unto him,” 

PHIL. iv. 6. always truſting that he will as certainly carry me through all 
diihculties to come, has he has done hitherto; ſo that I can even give him 
thanks for it beforehand, O Loxo, grant that 1 may practiſe this better ſall, 
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My Gov, my everlaſting hope, Still has my life new wonders fron E 

I live upon thy trutb; © Repeated ev'ry year; 75 

Thine hands have heid my ahilghood up, Behold my days that yet remain, i 
And firengthen'd all my youth. I truſt them to thy care. * 
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Truft ye not in hing words, ſaying, The temple. of the Lok b, the temple of 1he 
. Logo, the temple of the LoD are theſe ; but thoroughly amend your ways and 
Hour daings, &c. JER. vii. 4, 3. Of true prayer and worſtip in ſpirit and in 
truth, ſee alfo Jonx iv. 24. Rom. xii. 1. JAMES i. 27. | | 


S a*contrite heart is the moſt pleaſing temple of Goo; ſo ſpeaking 

£ & with Gop, in wo ds of our own, as a child does with his father is the 
beſt book of prayer. The moſt cunning method, by which Satan deceives 

many now, is, the miſtaking of an extenſive knowledge and aſſurance of 
their own making for true faith; or truſting on ſome outward forms of 
worſhip; ſenſible motives, or communion with others; and pretending too 
ſoon to evangelical experiences, liberties, and building of ſouls up; though 
there was never a true change wrought in their own hearts. For what 
can all our reading, prayers, going to church and ſacrament profit us, with- 
out this? Before all this ſhall be acceptable to the Loxv, we muſt be re- 
newed in our minds, and prove by our own words and deeds that we are 
the living temples of G. | 
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1 Is there a thing beneath tke ſun O hide this ſelf from me, that 1 
F. That frrives with thee my heart to ſhate? | No more but Cun1sT in me may live | 
{Fi Ah! tear it thence, and reign alone | My vile affections crucify, - 
4 The Lon d ct every motion there: | Let not one darling luſt ſurvive : 
14. Thea ſh li my heart fr m earth be free, | Ja all things may I nothing ſee, 
$, When it has found repoſe in Tace, | Nothing deſite or ſeek but Thee. 
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Forſake me not, O Lond y 2 be not far Hop a does The 
mountains ſhall depart; and the hills be removed; but my, kindaeſs ſhall not depart 
From thee, neither hall the covenaut of my peace be. removed, ſaith the LoxD 
that has mercy on thee. O thou aflifed, toſſed with tempeſts, and comforted ;; 
behold, I avill lay thy flones with jair colours, and lay thy foundations with 
ſuphires. And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuntles, 
and all thy borders of pleaſant flones, Is A. iv 10—15. 


8 as have never been deſtitute of comfort, do not reliſh this word. 
O Loxd, as thou haſt once quickened me by it in great diſtreſs, I will 
PF evermore take hold of it; and firmly believe, even. without 
feeling, that thou wilt perform every thing punctually. Thou being my 
God in covenant, wilt never forſake me, but order all things for my good, 
adorn and carry me through, though all tempeſts ſhould fall upon me, and 
every thing be daſhed to pieces. This thy faithfulneſs requires, 


Firm are the words which prophets give, T' embrace the meſſage of his Son, 
Sweet words on which believers live ; And cail the joys of heav'n cur-own, 
Exch of hem is the vorce of Gop, Then ſhould the earth's old pillars ſhake, 


O] for a ſtrong. a lafling faith, Our fteaily ſouls (hold fear no more 


Who ſpoke and ſpread the ſkies abroad, And all he Wheels of nature break, 
To eredit what th* Almighty faith ! Than ſolid rocks when d ro. e. 


Leen not unto thine oxon underſianding, PR Ov. iti. 5. Be not viſe in your D208 


conceits, ROM. xii. 17. For the og of this wwarld is foolifouefs * With God, 
1 COR. iii. 19. , 


HOSOEVER will do the will of the Lox d, and is not wife 15 his 


own conceit, avoiding vain curioſity, and praying earneſtly, ſhall 
certainly know the counſels and will of Gop, Joun viii. 17. But he muſt 
depena more upon the word of Gop than his own feeling; fince our own 
wpirit oſten mixes with fpiritval ſenſations, and tempts us to luft, fear, pre- 
mption, and pride: and many truſt even to their ſcandalous whims and fan- 
£:es, as if all were from our Saviour. O Loxp, grant that I may be always 


Falous over myſelf, g0 in and out with prayer, and not err in any thing to 


the hurt of my ſoul. 


Thus (auth the Wiſdom of the Lo np, Immeztal life is his reward, 
Bieſs'd is the man that hears my word 3 | Life and ihe javour of the Lors. 
Neeps daily watch before my gates, 


But the vile wretch that ft es from me, 
And at my feet for mercy walls. 


Doth his own foul an inivry ; 
The foul th. t ſecks me ſhal} ob:ain Fools that againſt ray grace rebel, 
Immortal wealil and heavenly gainz Seck death, ans love the road to hell. 
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— So We Pau aud ſo * belicved, 1 COR. xv. 11. 


2 SHE wathod of the goſpel is this: firſt it propoſeth and declareth thi nes 
which are properly and peculiarly i its own; ſo the apoſtle'ſets down. 
the conſtant entrance of his preaching, 1 Cor xv. 3. It reveals its own 
myſteries, to lay them as the foundation of faith and obedience ; it inlays 
them i in the mind, and thereby conforms the whole foul uno them. dee 
Rom. vi. 17. Sat 19- Tir ii. 11, 12. 1 Cor, iii. 11. 2 Cor iii. 18. 
This foundation being laid, without which it has, as it were, nothing ta 
co with the fouls of men, nor will proceed unto any other thing, with 
them by whom this its firſt work is refuſed; it then grafts all duties of moral 
obedience on this ſtock of faith in CuRIST Jesvs. This is the method of 
the golpel, which the 2poſtle Paul oblerves in all his epiſtles; firſt he de- 


clares the myſteries of ſaith, that are peculiar to the goſpet, and then de- 


ſends unto thoſe moral OAT 65 which are zegulated thereby; ſo we muſt 


firſt hear the golpel, and be acquainted with its diſcoveries, "before we can 
believe aright ; and when ONE faith is rightly founded. it is to ſhew nfelt 
in the practice of all thoſe good works that are required of us in the {crip- 


tures, ©* As many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them ard 
„ mercy, and upon the iſrael of GO!.“ 
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Hoa can I do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? GRA. xxxix, 9. 
OSEPH was a ſlave, and in a ſtrange country; he was tempted by a 
latcivious and vindictive miſtreſs; had he complied he would have 
een ſure of ſecrecy and rewards; but if he r-fiſted, he might expect her 
keenei reſentment, if not a deprivation of his life. Yet all theſe could not 
influence him; he choo'es to ſubmit to every incon veniency and danger, 
rather than be guilty of fo fou] a crime, and fin againſt (o From hence 
we may learn, that the fear of Gop is a moſt effectual preſervative againlt 
all criminal indulgences; it was this that reſtrained Joleph, and will have 


the fame on ail mankind upon 2ll occaſions, and in every ſcene of life : It 


Hrikes every paſſhon every ſpring of the human actions, and includes in 
It all the moſt powerful motives, by which the conduct of mankind is de- 
_ termined. If intereſt be the principal thing that ſways us, that ſurely can- 
not be fo certainly promoted, as by ſecuring the favour of Goo. and avoid- 
ing his diſpleaſure. If we are governed by our fears, he is the moſt for- 
midable Being in the univerſe, to a mind that has perverted its faculties, 
and tranſgreſſed the laws of its nature; If by hope, he is the ſupreme good i 
if by love, he is the moſt amiab'e and perfect excellence; if by grailtudey 
he is the author of all our happineſs.* 33 85 


tender, he wept, and was encouraged; follow his ſorrow, and thou wilt par- 


1 
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I have found the book of the law in the houſe of ibe Lon v. Becauſe thine heart was 
tender, and thou haſt humbled thyſelf before the LORD, &c. 2 KIs xxii. 8, 19, 


FT E prieſts, probably to ſave themſelves the trouble of writing, and the 
people of reading the book at large, had furniſhed themielves with 
abſtraQts of the law, leaving out, or ſlightly mentioning, many parts thereof, 
and particularly the promiſes and threatenings; which Joſiah was ſo much 
affected with, as being new to him. The book of Gop's law ſeems in our 


day to be loſt, or a ſealed book, to moſt of the can gregations that profeſs thern- 


ſelves chriſtians; imperfe& hood winking abſtrats ot it are adapted, that hide 
the promiſed re a threatenings, and curſes of God. When this book 
by ſpiritual light is found, and on reading, or hearing thereof, convittien 
reaches the conſcience, it is a great inſtance of God's favour, a token for 
good, and mutt be faithfully RE a as ſuch, Reader, art thou truly 
apprehenſive of the weight of God's wrath, and ſclicitous to obtain his 

favour ? Seek then earneitly upon thy knees, and in the houſe of the Logo, 
redemption [roi the curies of the law ; pray that Jesus may be revealed to 
thee; the blood of that Lamb of Gov alone can take away the guilt of fin; 
having found the law, reſt not till thou find the goſpel alſo, and arrive at a 

comfortable aſſurance of thine intereſt in its bleſſings. Joſiah's heart way 


take of his blethngs; and make the law of Gop thy delight and counſellor, 
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Tv "RR me, we will run after thee : 7 be king hath WR me into his chambers; 


aue will be glad and rejoice in thee; abe quill remember thy love more than 
avine : the upright love thee. In thee, the fatherlef, fi ndeth mercy, SONG 1. 4. 


* £ 
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Fe needle's _ in the ſcaman's compaſs never ſtands ain, but 

quivers and ſhakes till it comes right againſt the north pole: : "The 
wiſe men of the eaſt never reſted till they were right againſt the ſtar which 
appeared unto them; and the ſtar itſelf never ſtood Rill till if:came right 
againſt that other bac which ſhone more brightly in the anger, than 
the ſun did in the firmament: And Noah's dove could find no reſt {or the 
ſole of her foot, all the while ſhe was {luttering over the flood, till ſne re- 
turned to the ark with an olive: branch in her mouth: So the heart of every 
true chriſtian, which is the turtle- dove of JIEsus CarisT, can find no o reſt 
all the while ſhe is hovering over the waters of this world, till it-have the 
ſilver wings of a dove, Mics with the olive-branch of faith flies to the true 


Noah, which hgniheth re, till Carr my forth his hang out of the ark, 
and taking it in, receiveth it to himſelf, 


S E PT E M BEAR 
What think ye CHRIST MATT. xxii. 42. 


ND ought we not to put this queſtion to our ſouls, when our hap- 


undone to eternity? How ought we then to think of the Logp Jesvs 
CuxisT ? Surely as the ſcripture reprefandts him to be, © the chief amon 

«© ten thouſand, and altogether lovely.” We ought to think of him in 
his perſon, as the great God incarnate; in his work and his offices, as the 
Saviour of Iſrael; We ought to think of him as one, in whom juſtice is 
ſatisfied, love and righteouſneſs are manifeſted, and ſinners are ſaved. O 


what have God's people ever thought of CHRIST Jzsus! And what do 


the ſaints now in heaven think of him? But what think we of CHRIST, 
when burdened with fin, when oppreiled with affliction? When we can- 
not entertain a good thought of ourſelves, can we think of CnRIS as 


highly as heretofore? Alas! how very weak is our faith at the beſt 2. 1 
Lob, ſtrengthen our faith, inflame our love, enlarge our views, ſupport | 


us 3n trials, guide us by thy counſels, and receive us into glory, that Wwe 


may ing thy praile to > all eternity, Amen, 
8 


pineſs for ever depends upon him, and when without him we are 


prom, Xx 
r 


nr tm - 


Our converſation, or our citizeaſhip, is in heaven, PHIL, ili. 20. therefore r2- 


joice, becauſe your names are written in heaven, LUKE x. 20. And ſet your 


Actions on things above, not on things on the earth, COL. iii. 2. 


A Chriſtian being only a traveller throvgh this world, having as it were 


a night's lodging in it, does not expect to have every thing ſo conve- 


nieat; but ſince his journey's end and city is in heaven, all his actions, 


lufferings, prayers, trade, and converſation, turn that away. O Lok p, 


grant that mine eyes may be always fixed upon this mark, ſo as to regulate | 


celeſtial citizens and bridegroom above, 


SE - Raiſe hee, my ſou!, fly vp and jun 
Thro' ceny heav 'nlvy ſtreet; 

And ay, Tic:e's naught below the fun 
That's waitl.y ot ny feet. | 


This will we moon on ſacred wings, 
And tread the courts above : | 

Nor earthy, not afl her miehtieſt things 
Shell tcanpt our meaneſt love. 


\ 


all my deſigns and dvings accordingly : alking myſelf in every thing, whe- 
ther it be fit for heaven, and agreeable to the mind and manners of the 


[ 


«6 

The glorious tenants of the place be 
dt end bending ound the thiene; 

An | ints and feraphs Gn, and prai e 4 

Tae !afinite IHR EE-ORNE. 


Jesus, O when ſhall that dear das, 
Thad joy fa our ap; car, 

Waren I mall leave thy houſe of „ 
To wwcll amongſt item there? . | 


*%. 
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* To Him give all the prophets witneſs, that through his name, whoſoever believes 
in him Pall receive remiſſion of fins, ACTS x. 43. Chap. iv. 12. This name 
is as ointment poured forth, the fulneſs of all grace, CANT. i. 3. It is a ſtrong 
tower : the righteous runneth into it, and is ſafe, Pxov. xviii. 10, 


N this name we ſhall draw nigh to the Father in prayer, and not come 
before him with a ſtrange fire of our own worthineſs or devotion 
and he will draw nigh to us again, James iv. 8. He will certainly grant 
our peticions; © and we ſhall receive, that our joy may be full,” Joux 
xvi. 24. For the Lord is good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous 
in mercy unto all them that call upon him,” PSALM lxxxvi. 5. and all 
theſe promiles are yea and amen in CaRisT ; that every one can lay, © The 
6 LoRD will receive my prayer, PSALM vi. 9. Bleſled be Gop, who 
has not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me; 8 he has dealt 
bountifully with me,” PSsALM vi. 20. and xiii. 6. 


Lift up your eyes to th' heav*nly ſeat, The prieſt, with his own ſacrifice, 
Where your Redeemer ſtays; Pretents them to the king. 
Eind interceſſor! there He fits, J=3vUs alone ſhall bear tay cries 
And loves, and pleads, and prays. Up to the Father's throne ; | 
Petititions now, and praiſe may riſe, He, deareſt Lon | perfumes my ſighs, 
And ſaints their off rings bring; And iweetens ev'ry groaii, 
| 8 


by 


BS SEPTEMBER 15. 
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Iz thy preſence is 2 of joy, at thy right hand there are pleaſures for ever- 
more, PSALM xvi. 11. And 1 ow the boly city, new Ferujalcm, deſcending 
out of heaven From Gop, prepared as a bride adn "ned for ber huſband, KEY 
Xxi. 2, 35 4 10, 12. | 


* 


My dear Saviour! being ſtill ſo very mperſet and little prepared 
for heaven, grant that I may be more adpacied with faith and love, 
with a heavenly mind and ſpiritual defires, And fince thou knoweſt in 
what I am wanting, and haſt juſtified and cloathed me 8 4 with thy 
own garment and blood, and haſt brought fo many tors to glory, I truſt 
that thou wilt alſo r Wen peuledt, ard fetch me heme in 


due Bunk. 
O, ME geliehts, the hear*rly joys, LceryD, how owr ſouls are all on fire 
The glories of the place | To fre thy biets'd abode z 
Where ]z$vs ſends the brighteſt beams Our tonꝑues rejuice in tunes of preise 
Of his o'erflowing grace! | To our incainstæ Gb. 
- Archangels ſound nis loſty praiſe Ard while our foil enjoys this f. he, 
Thro' ev'ry heav'nly ſtreet;: ? We long to leave our clay; No 
And lay their hięheſt borours down And wiſh thy fiecy Chariots, I. *, | # 


- Subwiſlive at his feet. BT To fetch our fouls away, 


& > - | x 
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Watch and pray: let us be going, MATT. xxvi. 41, 46. 3 Lots wiſe, 
LUKE xvii. 32. This is the avay, walk ye in it, when you turn to the right 
Land, and cuben you turn to the lefl, ISA, XXX. 21. 


Te keep free from ſelf-righteouſneſs, and falſe joy and liberty, is the 
ſafeſt way, O my dear Saviour! thou art my way; I will walk in 
thy name, I hve in faith, I look upon thee, I cleave to thee, I abide in 
thee; and my conſtant ſaying is, I am.juſtifiad, clean, and ſree by thee 
not to live licentioully, but to be kept from it. For if I was not to reſt 
thee, I ſhoula reſt in the fleſh; but being taken up with thee, all other 
things muſt vaniſh away, and I am able to be watchful, cloſe and fervent, 


When my forgetful ſoul renews | Then I repent and vex my ſoul, 
The favour of thy grace, | That I ſhould leave thee ſo! 

My heart preſumes I cannot loſe | Where will thoſe wild affections roll, 
The re!;ſh ail my days, : That let a Saviour go? 

But ere foine fleeting hour is „ Shew my forgetful feet the way 
The flatt'ring world employs That leads to joys on high! 

30 ſenſual bait to ſeize my taſte, There knowledge grows without decay, 


And to pollute my joys. 8 | And love ſhall never die, 


262 8 E P T E M B E R 19 
Walk before me, as in my Cs, and be thou — GEN. xvil. 1. Fear Gd A 
. © and keep his commandments ; for this is the whole duty of man. For Gon ſhall 
bring every work into judgment, æbith every ſecret _ whet her it be good 
or aubetber it be evil, ECCL, X11, 13, 14. ' 


(CN SEQUEN TLY all fuch things as are now A indifferent in their 
nature, will alſo be arrainged; and not judged indifferent, but either 


actually good or actually evil. O the prodigious harm that is done by 
"this falſe doctrine of innocent things! It opens the door to innumerable 
fins. For though our conſcience often tells us, that we ſhould not do 
ſuch things as are not actually good; yet preſently innocence is pleaded, 
it is called a harmleſs thing; which, though it could not be ſaid to be 

ood, yet it was not evil neither, but quite indifferent in its nature: hy 
which thouſands are drawn into the ſnares of the devil. O Lon p, grant 
that all my works be done unto thee, and in thy preſence, agreeable to 


thy commandments ; that even my leaves may not wither, and Whatſoe ver. 


I do. may proſper and abide for ever. 


Within thy circling power I ſtand; | O may theſe thoughts poſſeſs my breaſt, 
On every fide I find thy hand; Where'er I rove, where'er I reſt ; 
Awake, aſleep, at home, ebroad, Nor let my weaker paſſions dare 


F am ſurrounded ſtill with Gon, | Conſent to fin, for Gon is there, 


* E N B E R 
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FRO» verily, I fas unto you, S 2 man be born again, be cannot ſee the 
kingdom of Go, JOHN iii. 3. 


ONSEQUENTLY no outward form of religion will do; but we 

muſt be ſpiritually born by the Spirit of Goo, and have our hearts 
Ire Lu elſe we cannot enter into the kingdom of Gop. Cnrtsr con- 
firmed it twice with an oath. How is it poſſible then, that mere honeſt 
and moral men can be ſaved? Will CnRisr break his double oath? No 
ſurely. Therefore outward groſs immoralities being only blamed and re- 
buked, moral chriſtians always flip through; and the looſer fort think 
that they can leave off their open fins one time or another; and fo none 
is duly concerned to be thoroughly conyerted; but the new-birth and a 
real change of the heart being inſiſted upon, and Cunisr held forth in 
this only true way, every one, who will be ſaved, muſt be turned. 


Nor would our Saviour come to be 
The miniſter of ſin. 

His Spirit purifies our frame, 
And ſeals our peace with Gop ; 

Jesvs and his ſalvation came 
By water and by blood. 


S 4 


The ſecond Adam ſhall reſtore 
The ruins of the ſirſt; | 

Hoſanna to that ſov'reign pow'r 
That new-creates our duſt, 


When from the curſe He ſets us free, 
He makes our natures clean; | 


SEPTEMBER 21. 

2 art thou caſt down, O my foul ? and why art chow diſquieted within me ? 
tenance and my GO p, PSALM xlii. 2, 5, 6. For I reckon, that the ſuffering$ 
be revealed ia us, Ro M. vill. 18. 


H IS ſhews, that even believers are till in diſquietneſs, but they con- 
quer it by faith and hope to the end. If the Loxp had ſaid that 
they ſhould firive, pray, and hope, till ſuch and ſuch a time, and his 
help ſhould fail, then they might deſpair; but as he fixes no certain time, 
but without limitation requires them to hope, this keeps them from im- 
patience and deſpair; ſhould he even tarry to the end, they will certainly 
experience him then, if no ſooner, to be faithful in his promiles, _ OLonro, 
ſuffer not the load to lie too long nor too heavy upon me, that I may not 
be unfaithful: I truſt thou wilt! in due time prove thyſelf to be my Ps 
and thy word to be true. 


"Tis Gop that lifts our comforts high, Be ſilent at his ſov'reign will, 

Or finks them in the grave; And ev'ry murmur die, 

He gives (and blefled be his name!) If ſmiling mercy crown our lives, 
He takes but what he gave, Its praiſes ſhall be ſpread ! 

Peace all our angry paſſions then And we'll adore the juſtice too, 


Let each rebellious ſigh | That ſtrikes our comforts dead. 


Hope thou in Gop, for I ſhall, yet praiſe 8 who is the health of my coun- 


of this preſent time are not worthy to be compared with the glory avh:ch ſhall 


o —— — ons 
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Be not ſoon ſhaken in mind, + TH Ess. ii. 2. I determined not to know 2 thing 
among you, ſave JEsUs CHRIST and him crucified, 1 COR. ii. 2. [2 whom 
are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, COL. ii. 3. 


4 | 
00 My dear Saviour, grant that I may reſt quietly and humbly in thee, avoiding all ſwerving 
preſumptions and actions. which are not commanded to me. He that always covets no- 
velties, it is a ſign that he has not as yet taſted the power of the good word of Gop; eiſe be 
would: certainly be ſatisfied with it, Better daily to improve in the power of godlineſs, than in 
new words, forms, and methods, © May the Lox D quicken me by the old truths, and humble 
my heart evermore, fo as to receive them better, and to abide in that which I hate heard 
© from the beginning !“ Novelty f is the, bane of ſouls, by which we are often grievouſly tor- 
mented and c iſtracted. It is work enoven for a meek and quiet foul to keep within ths bounds 
of a ſettled mind, and effeQually to center in God. How is it poſſible for ſuch, as from a vain 
curioſity deſire to know every th ng, to enjoy true reſt? What have we to do with the world? 
What need to meddle with the bujineſs of others? What fignifies all knowledge, if it does not 


profit our ſouls ? Had we not better to be ignorant of ſ-me ocher things, thaa to want & faving 
knowledge of CRRI8 T 


- 


O that the Lonp would guide my ways | My ſoul has gone too far aſtray, 
To keep his ſtatutes fliil 3 My feet too often flip ; 

O that my Gop would grant me grace Yet ſince I've not forgot thy way, 
To know and do his will, Reſtore thy wand'ring ſheep, 


—— [ 
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: Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me from my fin, 1 li. 2. 
—Diine anſwer; The blood of JEs us CHRIST, the Son of God, cleanſeth us 
+ From all jan, 1 ü Jonx 1 1. 16. 


17% ER the ceremonial law all things are purged with blood, and 

* thout ſhedding of blood there was no remiſſion ; thus it is im- 
poſſible that any one fin, even the leaſt ſinful motion, ſhould be taken 
away, except by the blood of Curisr Jezus. This teaches us the hein- 
non of ſin, keeps us humble, tender, and watchful, and yet gives | 
ſufficient Peace and ſtrength at the awe time, | 


My dying n and my God, {| Th atonement of thy blood apply, 
| | Fountain far guilt and fin, - | Till faith to fight improve; 

| Sprinkle me ever with thy blood, Till hope ſhall in fruition die, 

| And cleanſe, and keep me clean. And all my ſoul be love. 


me, and make me thus thy own For ever here my reſt ſhall be, - 
ath me, and mine thou art; Cloſe to thy bleeding fide ; 

me, but not my feet alone, Tis all my hope and all my plea, 
p « For me the Saviour dy d.“ 
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bx Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith, 2 Cor. xiii. 3. 
's | . | | 
UT is there any need of ſuch ſelf-examination, when yet we preach 

) Cryr1sT, and ſtay ourſelves on his name? Alas! it is poſſible both to 
d preach and profeſs him, to be confident reſpecting him, as our Rock and 
8 Redeemer, whilſt ſtill we remain without intereſt in him, and are yet in 
5 the way to everlaſting deſtruction. Thus Jxsvs hath told us, Ml T. vii. 
- 22, 23. Let us examine ourſelves; Is our faith in Him accompanied 
Te with much ſelf-abhorrence, in the views of our ſinfulneſs and pollution 


before him? Do we prize him, not only for his favour to us, but for his 
own goodneſs, his grace and his excellence ? Do we love him, ſo as we 
love nothing beſide, not ſelf, not the world, not caſe or advantage? Then 
ſurely we are his, and He alſo is ours: Thele graces are the fruits of his 
Spirit within us; they are proofs of our faith, and of our union with him: 
and if we are united by the Spirit of Jesus, he will certainly own us before 
men and angels; he will never forſake us in time or eternity. But how 
dreadful will their caſe be, who deceive themſelves here, and habitually 
give themſelves unto fin and iniquity, whilſt yet they make mention of 
Jesus Curisrt with their lips? Keep us, Lory, we beſcech thee, from 
luch fad deluſion! O give us to remember our paſt provocations; and to 
know, to love, and to ſerve thee in ſincerity. | 


TEC. 


Rr 2c 


What lack I yet ? Marr. xix. 20. Yet lackeſt thou one thing, Luk k xvill. 22. 
For, one thing is needful, LUKE x. 42. 


W 


n one thing needful is to have Cuxisrt; and by being firſt, with 

Mary, ſerved and treated by him, we draw the neceſſary ſtrength 
from him, to ſerve him again. He muſt be firſt our meat before we can 
feed on him, or do any thing for him. Faith receives grace firſt from the 
fulneſs of Cu isr; and being thus ſtrengthened, begins to give and work 
| alſo, though it be but faintly. However, it is not by our working and 
Siving, but by the receiving in faith, that we become chriſtians, and re- 


main in a perfect ſtate of falvation : fince we receive, .even with the 


feeble hands of faith, a whole and perfect CHRIST. © This is the one 


& thing needſul.“ 


I'II hear of nothing elſe befide 
My J=5v* and him crucify'd, 
In him is all I want: 
H s blood, his meritorious blood, 
Alone is rich, alone is good, 
For that alone | pant. 


Sure none refuſe to join this ſong, 
To praiſe ovr Saviour all along 
Their pilgrimage below; . 


But Ixsu, and him crucity'd, 
«« Needful ſer us to know,”? 


To ſing, there's none, there's none beſide, 


of f. 
{old 
Gen 
an Cc 


ide, 


S E BE F E M B © 


9 
Joſebh is a fruitful boush—the archers have forcly grieved him, and ſhot at him, 


aud hated him; but his bow abode' n firength, and the arms of his hands aber 
" made ſtrong by the hands 8 the mighty GOD of Jacob: from thence is the 8 
herd, the Stone of Ijrazt, & EN. xlix. 22—24. 
OSEPH is acknowledged 5 have been an eminent type of the Meſſiah : b 
bringing fome circumſtances under one view, the reſemblance will appear 
conſpicuous and ſtriking. Joſeph was the ſon of his father's old age; CHRIST 
the Son of the Ancient of Days. Joſeph was in a peculiar manner beloved b 
his father; CURIST is the dear Son of his Father's love. Jacob made for 
Joſeph a coat of many colours; Gop prepared a body in human nature for 
CHRIST, filled and adorned with the various gifts and graces of the Spirit 
without meaſure, Joſeph was hated by his brethren, aid they could not 
endure to think he ſhouid have dominion over them; the Jews, Cunrs3%s 


\ brethren according to the fleſh, hated him, and would not bave him to reign 


over them. Joſeph was ſent by his father a long journey to viſit his brethren, | 
and know their welfare; CHRIST was ſent nom the boſom cf the Father, to 
ſeek and to ſave the loſt ſheep of the houtc of. Iſrael. Joſeph's brethren on 
tpired to take away his life; rhe N ſaid, © This is the heir, let us kill him; 
and they conſulted to take away als life. 

of filser at the motion of Judah ; 
{old for thirty pieces. 
Gentiles, 


Joſeph was fold for twenty pieces 
and C:!?rsT, by one of the ſame name, was 
joleph was delivered to ſtrangers, and CR IST to the 
1 being reckoned as dead by his father, and yet alive, may be 
an emblem of CHRIS T's death, and reſurrection from the dead. 


"SE Pp T E M B E R oh = 
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count all things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of CURIST JESUS 
my Lok D; for whom ] bawe ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count them but 


dung, that I may Win CHRIST, and be found in bim, as my e 
PHIL, 111. Ys 


HIS was the life and conſtant mind of St. Paul. The word, © In 
„ Him, in Cu1srT, in the Lord, I am in Chalisr, &c,” 


| occur 
continually, I chooſe it for my motto alſo, 


It ſhall be my great tower; 


J will take up my abode for ever: * It is good for us to be here; here 
tet us make tabernacles.“ Here death ſhall find me at laſt. 


Had I ten theuſard gifts beſise, Poſſe ſſing CnarsT, I all poſſeſs; 
I'd cles ve to IIS U crucify'd, f i W.ſiom, and ſtrength and righteouſaeſs, 
Ard build on hm lone: | 


And fanQity complete: 


For no foundation is there g'v'n Bold in his name I date draw nigh 
On which I'd place my hopes of hezv'n, Before the Ruler of the ſky, 


But CRRIST the corner-ſtone. And all Lis juſtice meet. 


What things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for CHRIsT ; yea doubtleſs, and! 


my ſtrong fortreſs, my ſweet paradiſe, mine only element and liſe. Here 


SE FT 28. 


What muſt J do to be ſavued? - Divine anſwer; Believe on the Lord Ursus, axd 
thou ſbalt be ſaved, and thy houſe, ACTS xvi. 31, | 3 


LAlTEH is not a confidence of our own making, but it is Fon that 


works it in a contrite and repenting heart. This faith pufifies the 
heart, deſtroys the old Adam, overcomes the world, changes us in heart, 
mind, and all the powers and faculties of the ſoul, which is the true Pro- 


teſtant faith; and not that we only think and ſay, “ I believe.“ By this 


we muſt try our faith. All true believers have received it under a ſenſe 
of holy contrition and forrow, If we feel ſomething of this, and apply to 


Cur1sT by prayer for faith and grace, we have a lure mark of faith al- 


ready ; for if we did not believe, we would not pray. And'he that daily 
cieanſes himſelf in the blood of CHñRIST. has true faith and hope already, 
though he is but weak, and does not taſte any joy. | 


Ye dying ſouls that fit | 1 Their righteouſneſs and frength is found 
In dackneſs and difireſs, | In CurtsT the Losp, alone. 
| 1 2 the ers of the * | | In him ſhall Ifrael truſt, | 
iir. to 2, and And fee their guilt forgiv'n; 


Sinners Shall bear his ſound; | v will pronounce the finners j ft, 
Their thankful tongues ſball own, | And take the ſaints to hrat' n. 
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Abſtain- From all appearance of evil, that ye may be blameleſs and harmleſs, the, 


fons , Gor, without rebuke,, in the midfl of a crooked and perverſe nation, 
among whom ye ſhine as lights in the world. PHIL. Ii. 15. 


ORD, I defire to ſhine in good works, the genuine fruits of faith: 

thereſore will I give myſelf up to thee to purge me, that I may bring 
forth more ſruit. Looking upon myſelf as thine, I would not only abſtain 
from evil, but from the very appearance of it. Some content themſelves 
with being blameleſs, but I would wiſh to appear fo for the goſpel's 
fake, leſt through me offence ſhould come ; which, as far as in me lieth, I 
would prevent. Thy children, O Gov, ate as lights in the world; 00 
pour thy grace, that heavenly oil, into my lamp, and ſo trim it that ic 
may give light unto all around, that they may be led to glorily thy holy 
Name. | 


\ 


O Lon] my ſtubborn will ſubdue; Be heaven now my ſoul's abode, 
Creatg my ruin'd frame ane; Ii be my- lite w tr Chris 'T in Goy, - 
Diſpel niy darkneſs by thy | thts Nix Sp-rit, Loan, be one with tnine 3 
Into all tru my {p1rit suide, Let al! my Wor les in thes be wrought, 
Þut from mine © tio for ever nice And fil'd with thee be all my thou. cht, 


All thiage 6:t:cofng in tay feht. Till in aie-thà full 3: kgacſs Lias. 


F 


« he win in no wiſe caſt out.“ 
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Let bim that ts 9751 come : and whoſoever will, let bim take of the water of 
life freely, REV; xxii. 17. 


F. there be a ſenſe of ſin, and want of ſpiritual blefiings, and a willingneſs 

tobe ſaved by grace, though you know not that it is CHR15T's ſecret power 
that makes you willing, yet being athirſt and willing, you are invited: do got 
puzzle and perplex yourſelf with ſuch queſtions as theſe; ; Am I clected? Have I 
a right? Am I prepared? But come upon the invitation, and take pardon, peace, 
righteouſneſs, &c. as free gifts to the needy. If one ready to periſh with hunger 
and thirſt, was invited to a feaſt, and aſſured of welcome, and he ſhould ſtand 
heſitating, Have I a right! Am I worthy? would it not ſeem prepoſterous in 
bim thus to demur, when his neceſſities were preſſing upon him, and a plenti- 
ful table before. him ? The weary, the hungry, the thirſty, the guilty, the 
worthlcſs, the vileſt, are invited to believe on Jesus, who came only to fave 
ſinners; and hath aſſured them in his word, that they who thus come to him, 


The Spirit in the word, / And whoſoever will, 
And in his mctions cries, _ : Is welcome to receive k 
Come to the fountain head of life, Streams of everiaiting life, 
And come tor large ſupplies, | That heav'n wil} freely give.“ 
Let bim who feels his thirſt, Esus ! ie this thy voice? 


Nor can endure its rage, We bleſs thy gracious call gz | 
Come to ſaleation's copious ſorings, And y with jovful Baſte to thee, 
And all his pains aſſ wage. 17 Oer S2rivur and our All, 


help you in the due and beſt ſeaſon. 


# 


CO CTORER 7 


rer not: behold the lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, bas pre- 


wailed, Rev. v. 5. He roſe up triumphantly, and defiroyed the works of the 
devil: therefore ſin ſhall not have dominion ower us, Rom. vi. 14. 


A F ANY complain, that though they will not turn back, yet they have 

no power to advance further. If this is thy caſe, my reader, re- 
member that the enemy of ſouls will diſcourage thee. Go on praying, and 
venture it evermore upon the Loxyp, Confider how he awakened you at 
firſt, how often he has heard your prayers aſterwards, and aſſiſted you in 
many hard ſtruggles. Surely he will help you now alſo. If that will nat 
do, begin, as it were, afreſh, acknowledge yourſelf ouilty in every reſpect; 
and, as the chief of Sinners, plead for mercy, and be inftant in your 
humble ſupplications ; looking at the ſame time upon yourſelves as recon- 


ciled and pardoned in Cuxisr, in ſpite of all your miſery ; then you will 


Joon make a better prosreſs. To deſpair of our own ſtrength, is good; 
but we mult never deſpair of the power of Caurx1sr who is riſen from 
the dead, but be ſure, to overcome with kim at laſt, He will certainly 


— 


2 R a | # 
HI and thy fins reſiſt thy courſe, He dies, and in that dreadful night 


But hell and fin are vanquiſh'd foes ; Did all the powers of hell deſtroy; 
Thy Jasus pail'd them to the croſs, Rifing, he brought our heav*n to light 
And ſung the triumph when he roſe, 3 And took poſſeſſion of the joy, 


LEY 


, 
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Whom the Lond loveth, be chaſteneth, and ſeourgeib every ſon whom he re- 


 ceiveth. If ye endure chaſtening, Gop dealeth with you as with ſens : for 


euhat ſon is be whom the Father cbaſtenetb not? But he chaſteneth us for our 


25 profit, that wwe might be partakers of bis holineſs, HEB. xii. 6=10, * 


| TO theſe chaſtenings alſo belong outward aflitions, which are preci- 
ous means, and ſanctified to believers. O my dear heavenly Father! 


thou art only pleaſed with a true filial confidence, but I am ffill of a diſ- 
truſting heart, when any thing comes upon me on a ſudden, Grant that 


® 


upon it as a ſign of diſpleafure, but of love; really believing it to be in- 
tended as a bleſfing to my good. Whatever thy providence may order, 
let me only be convinced of thy paternal affection, and fall in with thy 
ſalutary deſigns, | | | 


I may always entertain the beſt hopes of thee, fear no adverſity, nor look 


Thy diſcipline, O Gop; | And live upon my Gon. 
Yet wait the gracious moment ſtill, This is the comfort I enjoy 
Till thou remove thy rod. When new viftreſs begins; 
For 1 have found 'tis good for me I read thy word, 1 run thy way, 
Tao bear my Fathe's rod ; | i And hate my former T5 
Fin | 2 


So far my fin I juftly feel | | ARMiQians make me learn thy law, 
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Tbe entrance of thy word gives light: It giveth. underſtanding to the ſimple, 
PSALM cxix. 130. Order my fleps in thy ward: and let not any iniquity 
baue dominion over me, ver. 33. | | | bi 


W- may have a clezr fight and a real taſte of the goſpel, and yet be 
| ſoon deprived of the comfort of it again, if we do not walk in 
- godly ſimplicity and poverty ot ſpirit, for CnRISsT will have none but 
humble and child-like diſciples. But thus abiding always in the word and 
in Cuz15T, we ſhall come to great and laſting affurance: for neither a 
ſweet ſenſe, nor even faith itſelf, but CHa Ist alone, is the foundation of 
our ſalvation, whom the weakeſt as well as the lirongeſt believer receives, 
And we mult believe firſt, before we can feel. To truſt only on feeling. 
is not true faith, and does not laſt long. 1 


Thy mercies fill the earth, O Lok p, "Tis like the ſun, a heav'nly ligkt, 
How good thy works appear! | That guides us all the day: 
Open mine eyes to read thy word, And through the dangers of the night, 
And ſee thy wonders there. | A lamp tolead our way, 
When once it enters to the mind, Since l'm a ſtranger here below, 
It ſpreads ſuch light abroad. | Let not thy paths be hid, 
The meaneſt ſouls inſtruction find, But mark the road my feet ſhould go. 


And raiſe their thoughts to Gop, | And be my conſtant guide, 


Turn away mine eyes from bebolding vanity; and quicken'thou me in thy way, 


QC O BE TEM 277 
Ps ALM cxix. 37. | 
IF you was to ſee a man dully endeavouring all his life to ſatisfy his thirſt, by 
holding up one and the ſame empty cup to his mouth, you would certainly 
deſpiſe his ignorance ; but if you ſhould ſee others of brighter parts, and finer 
underſtandings, ridiculing the dull ſatisfaction of one cup, and thinking to ſa- 
tisfy their own thirſt by a variety of gilt and golden empty cups, would you 
think that theſe were ever the wiſer, or happier, or better employ ed, for their 
finer parts? Now this is all the difference that you can ſee in the bapvinkd of 
this life. The dull and heavy ſcul may be content with one empty appearance 


of happineſs, and be continually trying to hold one and the ſame empty cup to 
his mouth all his life. But then let the wit, the great ſcholar, the fine genious, 


the great ſtateſman, the polite gentleman, lay all their heads together, and they 


can only ſhew you more, and various, empty appearances of happineſs; give them 
all the world into their hands, let them cut and carve as they pleaſe, they can 
only make a greater variety of empty cups; for ſearch as deep, and look as far 
as you will, there is nothing here to be found that is nobler or greater than high 
eating and drinking; than rich dreſs and human applauſe; unleſs you look for 
it in the wiſdom and laws: of religion. Reader, if you will reflect upon the 
vanity of all orders of life without piety, and ſee how all the ways of the world 
are orily ſo many different ways of error, bli dn ſst and miſtake, you would 
ſoon turn from the creature, and ſeek for happineſs in the Creator. 
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Give ear to my . Q. Gon, and hide not thyſelf from my ſupplication, PSALM 
Iv. x.—Cu4RI1sT's anſwer ; Verily, verily, 1 Jay unto you, whatſoever ye Gall 
aſt of the Father in my name, he will give it you, JOHN xvi. 23. For the 
Father himſelf loveth you, ver.27. He has promiſed : Before they call, I will 
anſwer ; and whilſt they are ſpeaking, I will hear, Is A. Ixv. 24. Therefore 
Þ ſay unto you, What things ſocver you deſire when ye pray, believe that you 
receive them, and you ſhall have them. Max xi. 24. 


I 

E that converſes much; and is humbly confident with Gov in prayer, t 

ſhall certainly be heard : : and theſe anſwers of prayer are undeniable 7 
evidences of the truth, faithfulneſs of the love of Goo, and greatly 7 
ſtrengthen his faich; and at laſt bring him to be intimately acquainted 8 
with him. The more we receive, the more we are enlightened to ſee fe 
how much there is ſtill wanting, T his ſtirs us up to more frequent prayer, th 


and to deſire evermore; and the more we deſire, and believe that we ſhall 

receive it, the more hall be granted. Unbelief receives nothing, Marr. 
xiii. 58. but faith opens all the trealures of Gop, and never goes away 
empty. 


Becauſe on me > they fet ther love, My grace ſhall anſwer when they call ; 
III fave them, faith the Lon p; In rouble I'll be nigh ; 
Pl bear their joyful ſouls above h My pow*r ſhall help them when they fall, 


Deſtruction and the ſword, 1 And raiſe them when they die, 
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Tf 1 yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſervant of CRISsT, GAL. i. 10, Let 
every one of aus pleaſe his neighbour- for his good to edification, RoM. XV. 2. 
Fear or love of men, and hypocriſy, very often are nearly allied: A nan 
that flattereth his neghbour, ſpreadeth a net fdr his feet, Prov. xxix. 5. But 


he that rebukes a man afterwards, /oall find more Tae than be that fiat 
tereth with the to Ngue, chap. xxviii. 23. 


E are ever inclined to extremes, even then when Gop has begun his work in our ſoul, 
At one time we are apt to run into a falſe activity for the co erſion of others, truſting 
too much on our own ſofficieney and ſtrength ; at other times perhaps, we fall into too much 

remiſſneſ and inactivity for the ſalvation cf others. May the Logp therefore always guide me 
to ſteer the middle courſe, ſo as to walk in all ſingleneſs and humil: ity of heart, as well as in 
true fervency of ſpirit, faith, and love; that it may be ſaid, 1 believe, therefore do 1 ſpeak." 
Grant, O my dear Saviour, that I may ſhine as a Jigh', and be uſeful to all about me; 18 never 
ſeeking MY ow] , but only the ſalvation and good of others, with unfeigned love, O that 
thy love may conſtrain me in all things! Amen, 


My own glory fill I ſeek, f Poiſon ſhall I draw from food, 

Still I covet human praiſe ; {| Sin from grace, and pride from thee? 
Still in all I do, or ſpeak, O forbid it, bumble love! 

Thee 1 wrong, and rob thy grace, Hide me, O my Father, hide; 

And muft that which is ſo good Far away this inare remove, 

Evil prove to ſinful me? 88 | Save me from the fin of pride, 
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Hereby we know that we are of the truth, and ſball aſſure our hearts before him, 
BE Ft | „% WONT SH SH, ty; oo» | n 
n evidence of our aſſurance of eternal happineſs, is that which 

1 every foul, that makes any ſerious refle&ions in matters of religion, 

ants after; it is therefore neceſſary to know upon what foundation this 
Bleſſed evidence is built, and from what principles it ariſes; and thoſe, I 
think, are chiefly faith, love, and obedience ; ſince no man can have this, 
that does not feel in himſelf the principle of obedience; nor can he have 
_obedience without the principle of love, nor love without the princi- 
ple o: faith: ſor it is a notorious contradiction to imagine, that any one 
can be aſſured of Gov Almighty's pardon, without obeying him; of his 
"Favour, without loving him; or of the eternal enjoyment of him, without 
a firm and ſtedfaſt belief in him. But here many miſtake the nature of 
theſe things; true belief in Gob repreſents him to the mind infinite in 
glory, in power, in wiſdom, in goodneſs, and in all perfections, with 
juch charms, ſuch beauty, ſuch lovelinels, as to captivate and raviſh the 
affections of the foul, and {mite it with a divine love: true love reigns 
triumphant in the ſoul; engrofſes all its affections, diveſts other Objects 
of their charms, nay, makes them appear vile and contemptible in com- 
pariſon with the ſupreme good: true obedience ſtrives to pleaſe Goo, to 
reſembſe him, to render itſelf acceptable to him, and ardently deſires the 
enjoyment of him, 
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He that foall endure unto the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved, Marr. xxiv. 130 
Behold, I come quickly : hold that faft which thou Laſt, that no man take thy 
crown, REV. iii. 11. Wherefore let him that thinketh he flandeth, take bee 

lieſt be fall, x Cor, x. 12. ; | 


E that ſtands in faith, and by nature is of a chearful temper, muff 
1 not magnify the meaſure of his own faith, and undervalue that of 
weaker ſouls, for fear of falling away. He who knows the nature and. 
power of temptations. will not diſcourage the weak, nor inſiſt too much 
upon particular enjoyments and ſenſible aſſurance, which are not the con- 
ſtant witneſs and marks of faith. The holy Spirit himſelf is the earneſt 
and ſeal of adoption; who is to be known, not only by this joy, but by 
all his other Fats and operations. To truſt too much upon feeling, 
diſturbs our peace as ſoon as it is gone; but to rely on the word of Gop, 
preſerves a ſettled aſſurance, | 1 


— 


Irsus, ſhall I never be | Settled peace I then ſhall find, 
Firmly grounded upon thee ? When I am renew'd in mind, 
Strong in faith I ſeem this hovr, | Grant that ev*'ry moment I 
Stript the next of all my pow'r, May believe and feel thee nigh} 
Plant, and root, and fix in me | Steafaftly behold thy face, 


All the mind that was in thee ; Stabliſh'd with abiding grace. 


cy 
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is none of bis, ROM. viii. 9. See . ver. 7. 8, 14. 


£ - 


*OR not only grols wickedneſs, but even a canal mind, and « < the 
friendſhip of this world, is enmity againſt Goo,” PHIL. iii. 18, 19. 
Ius iv. 4. But how do I know that I have the Spirit of CurisrT? 
Anſwer, I have prayed | for him earneſtly; this cannot be in vain, Luxz 


drives me to Caxist, and to prayer. This is his abiding witneſs, built 
upon the word of Goo, which no man of this world, but even the weak- 
eſt believer, can have. 


I wait to prove thy perfect will; Spirit of health, and love, and pow'r: 
Be mindful of thy gracious word, Plant in me thy victorious grace, 
Ane ſtamp me with thy Spirit's ſeal, And fin ſhall never enter more, 

The hatred pf the carnal mind | Porge me from ev'ry ſinfol blot, | 
Out of my fleſh at once remove ; My idols all be caſt aſide; | 
Give me a tender heart, reſign a, | Cleanſe me from ev'ry evil thought, 
And pute, and full of faith and love, ] From all the filth of ſelf and pride. 


V any man have not the Spirit af CuntsrT, (but the ſpirit of this world) he 


xi. 19. He works alſo hatred and ſorrow of fin, rebukes, comforts, and 


: Holy, and eue, and righteous Lok p, | Within me thy good Spirit place z 5 


vieſever hath to - Jim 1 be FOLEY and be all have more abundantly, MATT. 


X11. 12. For, the water that I ſhall give bim, Hall be in bim a well of was 
ter, ſpringing up into everlaſiing life, JOHN iv. 14. 


Of the remarkable increaſe of the kingdom of God, even Gow the 
leaſt be ginning, ſee alſo Marr. xiii. 31—gg: and that beautiful figure, 
Ez Ek. xlvii. i. This well therefore being once opened to you, it is 
highly neceſſary to draw evermore the living water out of it by prayer, 
ſince it runs freely then. But if you begin to be flothful and diſtracted, 
not abiding cloſely in CHRIST, by true watchfulneſs, as in the preſence of 
Gov, your ſpirit will be ſoon dried up; that afterwards you will hardly 
be able with the moſt anxious groans to draw as it were one ſingle drop 
out of the deep of this fountain. O Lord! grant that 1 may uninterupt- 
edly remain in thee and in thy preſence, and always live in thy com- 
munion, as the filh in the water, 
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Glory to Gop that walks the ſky, But ah! how ſoon my joys decayy 
And ſends his bleſſing thro? ; ' How ſoon my ſins ariſe, 

That tells his ſaints of joys on high, And ſnatch the heav*oly ſcene away 
And gives a taſte delow, ö From theſe lamenting eyes! 

Chearful I feaſt on heavy” nly fruit, When ſhal! the time, dear J=svs, when © 
And orink the pleafures down, The ſhining day appear, 

Pleaſures that flow hard by the foot That I ſhall leave theſe clouds of fin, 


Of the eternal throne, And guilt, and darkneſs here? 
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Caft ye the unprofitable ſer want, into outer darkneſs, there Hall be abteping and 
wma tee, MATT. xxv. 30. 1 


OOK at this man, to whom his lord had given one talent: he could not bear the thoughts 
of uſmg his talent according to the will of him from whom he had it, and theiefore he 
choſe to make himſelf happier in a way of his own, ** Lord, ſaid he, I knew thee, that thou 
Wart a hard man, reaping where thou hadſt not ſown, and gathering where thou haſt not 
« ſtrewed, &c. His lord having convicted him out of his own mouth, diſpatebed him with this 
ſentence, *©* Caſt the unprofitable ſervant into outer darkneſs, &c, Here you ſee how happy this 
man made himſelf, by not acting wholly accordiog to his lord's will. It was according to his own 
account, a happineſs of murmuring and diſcontent ; ' I knew thee, ſays he, that thou waſt a hard 
man: jt was a happineſs of fears and apprehenſions; I was, ſays he, afraid:“ it was a bap- 
pineſe of vain labours and fruitleſs travels; I went, ſaid he, and hid thy talent:“ and after 
having been awhile the ſport of fooliſh paſſions, tormenting fears, and fruitleſs labours, he is re- 
warded with darkneſs, eternal weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth. Look at the man with his five 
talents, Lord, thou gaveſt me five talents, behold I have gained befides them, five talents more,“ 
&c, Here you ſe: a man wholly intent on improving his talents; he has no uneaſy{paſions, murmur- 
ings, vain fears and fruitleſs labour, like the other, but his work proſpers in his hand, his hap- 
pineſs increaſes upon him, the bleſſing of five becomes the bleſſing of ten talents ; and he is re- 
| ceived with a © Well done, good and faichful ſervant, enter chou into the joy of thy lord.“ 
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Through (vain) deſire a man having ſeperated himſelf, ſecketh and intermed2dleth 
ewith- all wiſdom, PROV. xviii. 1. But the fruit of the ſpirit is love, Joy, 


peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance, &c. 
GAL. v. 21, 23. 


AWLING, judging, and reviling does not become a chriſtian. The 
LoxD was not in the ſtrong wind, nor in the earthquake, nor in the 
fire, but in © a ſtill ſmall voice,” 1 Kings xix. 11, 12. He that takes of- 
fence at every thing, is ſtill blind; and who can bear nothing, is but very 
weak. Such ſhould remember that it is iaid, © Deſtroy it not,” &c. Isa. 
Ixv. 8. Not only the groifer fort of diviſions, but alſo ſuch well-meanin 
particular ſeperations and alterations, as are imprudently made at impro- 
per times and places, do a great deal of harm, and diſturb the general 
harmony and mutual confidence of chriſtian brethren, For ſome religious 
exerciſes are good in themſelves, but brotherly love and harmony is better 
till, The true Spirit of Gob is no ſectarian, makes no diviſions, is far 


from boaſting, and uſes no arts or cunning tricks. Thus you may try 
the ſpirits. 8 | 


Lo! what an entertaining ſight 
Are brethren that agree, 

Brethren, whoſe chearful hearts unite 
Ig bands of piety ! a 


When ſtreams of Jove from Chri& the ſpring 
Deſcend to ev*ry ſoul, 

Ard heav'nly peace with balmy wing, 
Shades and bedews the Whale. 
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5 this all all men 1 0 that ye are my diſciples, if ye. 8 one den 
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a \ OD i is 1 and every one that lovetn is born of Gop;” if we lovevne 
another as diſciples and brethren of CRRISZ, all 880 are ſaints, not 
1 of this or that party; and love not in word, but in deed and in truth; "Thi 
me our love fincerely and heartily by all proper means, in the work and 
Jabour of love, this is to ourſelves, and to all men, a proper, ſolid proof of 
Aiſcipleſhip.; a clear teſtimony that we have truly learned C HRIST, have 
His Spirit and his Love ſhed abroad in our hearts; that we are of the family 
and houſhold of faith, and ſhall enjoy all the family privileges. This is 
2 better evidence, and more convincing to all around us what we are, than 
all knowledge, gifts, attainments, and outward priviliges whatever. O 
© od of love, cauſe me to love thee, and all thine, the poor, the * 
and the ſeeble, as well as the ſtrong; for all are thine, 


Let party - names no more 1 Let envy and ill-will 
The Chriſtian world © *erfpread ;; | Be baniſh'd far away; 
Gentile and Jew, and bond and fiee, Thoſe ſhould in ſtricteſt friendſhip dwell 
Are one in Cuyr1sT their Head, Who the ſame Lox b obey. 
Among the ſaints on earth Then will the Church below | 
Let mutual love be found; Reſemble that above; : 
_ Heirs of the {ame inheritance, | Where ſtreams of pleaſure overflow. 


With mutual bleſſings czown'd And ev 8. heart is love 
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Watch therefore, for ye Fnow not what hour your Loxp dath come, 
| MarTT. xxiv. 42. 


0 watch, is the wiſe exerciſe of a gracious ſoul, who is ſenſible of his 
4 own weaknels, loves his Saviour, and fears to grieve his Spirit; who 
is well acquainted with the depth of corruption in his fallen nature; ſees 


with mental eyes the inviſible powers of darkneſs, and hearkens to the - 


voice of his benevolent, watchful, adorable Shepherd. It implies a tho- 
rough awakened attention of the mind to its ſpiritual concerns; has the 
love of Ixsus for his motive, and is attended with a fiducial dependence 


on ChRIST the Loxp for protection from, and ſtrength againſt all his 


enemies, together with ſupplies of grace in every time of need ——If 
our religion be only in outward profeſſion, it may paſs without watching; 
but if it is true grace in the heart from ]esUs Carisrt, that ſacred treaſure 

will need to be guarded by circumſpe& watchfulneſs.—The exortation is 
to all Gop's children, neceſſary in every condition, in every ſtage of a 
chriſtian's life: in youth, manhood; old age; in proſperity and adverſity; 


in the ſeaſons of conſolation, and in the times of temptation; in company, 


and alone, 


O bleffed Jszvs, help me to watch and pray; let me be always ready; 
keep me in thy love, and preſerve me by thy powe:; till my change ſhall 


come. f | 
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4 the hart panteth after. the evater-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O Go. 


. My foul thirſteth after Gop, for the livine Gor, PSALM x11. 2, 3. Divine 
anſwer; Ho, every one that thirfeeth, come ye to the waters; and he that has 

210 money, come ye, buy and cat; yea come, buy wine and milk without money 

und without price. Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs, Is a. lv. 1, 2. 


e . is a great difference between a legal and a faint· hearted ſoul; 


the former is puffed up with ſelf-righteouſneſs; the latter humbly 


| thirſts after CuxIsr's righteouſneſs; tnerefore he is not under the law, but 


has grace already. It is only the child, or the new man actually born, 
that can cry and thirſt. And though he cannot ſo fully believe it. yet to 
Have grace, is one thing, and to feel and enjoy it, is another. Therefore 
let not the weak be confounded, whis is done very eaſily, the enemy him- 
ſelf contributing to it, as much as he can; but let it be declared; even to 
the weakeſt, that they are actually ſaved, as ſoon as they are earneſtly 
panting and willing to receive > all without price, Marr. v. g. 


Eternal wiſdom has prepar'd And brings ao bleflings down 
A ſoul-reviving feaſt, | For each redecmed gueſt, | 
And bids our longing appetites | | O! glorious Gon; what can we paß 
The rich proviſions taſte. ER > For favours {o divine ? 
Jxsvs, the Gor, invites us hae | We would devote.our hearts alway, 


To this triumphal feag, To be for ever thine, 
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How long ſtall 1 take counſel in my ſoul, having ſorrow in my beart daily ® Psauu 
xiii. 2.—GoD's anſwer ; Be careful for nothing ; but in every thing by prayer 
and ſupplication with thankſgiving, let your requeſls be made known unto Gop, 
PriL.iv. 6. Commit thy way unto the Lox d; truft alſo in bim, and be ſhall 
fuflain thee : he ſhall never ſuffer the righteous to be mowed, PSALM lv. 22. For 

he has done xwonderſul things ; bis counſels of old are as faithfulneſs and truth, 
Is Al. Xxv. 1, 9. | e f : 


66 B E careful for nothing,” is a wal: againſt a thouſand troubles, But if 
we give room to any care and unbelief, it is like a leaven that ſpreads 
through all our actions. Therefore we ought never to deſpair in our lawful 
calling, but rely in all things on the good providence and faithfulneſs of 
Gon; firmly believing that he will never fail to carry us through the moſt 
difficult and intricate circumſtances, though there ſhould be ever ſo lutle 
appearance for it in our own eyes. | 


He that can daſh whole worlds to death, | The voice that rolls the lars along 
And make them when he pleaſe, / Epeaks all the promiſes, | 
He ſpeaks, and that almighty breath, | 
F ulfls his great decrees, He ſaid, “ Let the wide heav'n be ſpread z? 
| . 3 And heav'n was fitetch'd abroad: 
His very word of grace is ſtrong « Abram, I'll be thy Go, heſai 
As chat which built the Kies 1 8 | And he * Gov, 
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| HEN Izsus bowed the head, and gave up the ghoſt, he ſaid, I: is finiſhed, The 
ardueus and important work of obedience and ſuffering, which I had undertaken in my 
mediatorial capacity, is finiſned.— 1 have glurified my Father on earth; 1 have finiſhed the 
work he gave me to do. 1 | N „ I, 
When all the redeemed are gathered, he who fitteth on the throne, beholding thoſe he had 
purchaſed by his blood, and brought to glory, rejoicing in theſe works of his hands, thus 
expreſſeth himiesf, I is done, The means and helps appointed for training you up, and pre- 
paring you for glory, are now ſuperſeced, being no longer neceſſary ; the ſcaffolding is now taken 
down, when the grand and glorious edifice in all its parts is finiſhed, That “ which is perſect 
is come, and that which was in part is done away,” What depth of wiſdom, what beautiful 
diſpoſition in the arrangement of the various preparatory parts of the plan, agreeable to the 
eternal counſel of peace, and in the tendency of every one of them to perfe& the glorious work 
of redeeming love! How harmoniouſly connected all the links of the golden chain! Rom, vill, 
29, 30. | | 
of This is the doing of the Lox p, end is it not marvellous in my eye?“ When receiving the 
Spitit that is of Gop, I ſee the things that are ſreely given of Gov, do I not ſee and admite 
my dear IMMANUEL in the whole of the plan; in him the beginning and conſummation of 
this grand deſign? Am I a part of the plan? Is not his eye upon me, his hand about me? 0 
amazing wiſdom and love ! ſhajl no pitt be neglected, can nothing fail inthe Redeemer's hand, 
ſhall even the weakeſt be ſupported, ſhall none be loſt; ſhall all his have eternal life? Why 
then ſhould I fear? The mighty One will do all his works in me and for me, Is the proſpect 
by faith of this finiſhed work pleaſant and trrnſport.ng, what muſt the immediate beatific viſion 
be! O my Cop, I will live. in hopes of one day joining with all the redeemed in the ſong of 
Miſes and the Lamb: keep, me by thy power to everlaſting ſalvation, Amen, 
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We muſe thraugb much tribulation enter into the kingdom. of Gop, ACTs xiv. 22. 
Therefore, let us run with patience the race that is ſet before us, HEB. xii. 2. 
Ye have not reſiſted unto be A Siriving againſt fin, ver. 4. 


"OW is itpoſſible for any man to deny the ſtrivings againſt fin? For (i.) 
here we are plainly told. (2.) What 3 is ſpoke of the conflicts between 
the fleſh and the ſpirit. Gar. v. 15. is the very ſame. (z.) The molt expe- 
rienced chriſtians are witneſſes to it. (4.) he word of Gop is ſa d to be 
a ſword, our prayers a wreſtling, and our faith the victory. Thus Gur 
whole race conſiſts in ſtrivings and conqueſts, There is always an enemy 
to be conquered firſt, before we can make a conſiderable progreſs i in ſome- 
thing that is good: and none of our enemies is very eaſily to be overcome, 
but ſome are very ſtubborn. Therefore courage and patience are requires; 
and thus we nay be ſure to have the victory at laſt. 


Subdue RE paſſio , O my ſoul, . Lon p, I would conquer till I die, 
Maintain the figut, thy work purſue; And finiſn all the glorious War. 
"Daily chy viſipg fm donttol, W. 3 
And be thy vict'ries ever n W. Let ev'ty flying hour confeſs, 
| I gain thy goſpel freſh renown ; 
The land of triumph lies on highyg® J And when my lite and labours ceaſe, 
Theie are ns fielde ot baule there. May ges Ihe promis'd crown, 
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We are juſtified freely by bis grace, through the redemption that is in Js us CHRIST: 
' evbom Gop hath ſet forth ta be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to de. 
clare his rightcquſueſs for the remiſſion of ius that are paſi, :: oM. iii. 24, 25. 
Ow ſweet are the words, © by grace, without merit, ye are ſaved!” 
H O an 1::exbau'1ble foun ain of all coinfoxt and divine ſtrength! O how 
linl: are the generality of vain and worldly people, who ſtill feed upon 
Huſks, acquainted with theſe words! Ho little are they reliſned by our 
ſelf-righteous moral chriſtians: But. O] how deliciouſly does a poor 
hungering ſinner faxe upon them! there is hardly any thing leſs known and 
underſtood, as to the power and experience, than the myitery of CnRIsTs 
ſuffering and dving for us, and juſtification bv faith in h m; though it is 
the only paradiſe and element ot believers, and the gre-teit jewel reflored 
y the reſormation Such talking and repreſentations as ſtriæe the imagi- 
nation, are rot ſufficient ; but we muſt alſo feel the mortal wounds of ſin, by 


- 


which the fleſh is mortified. and be actually healed by the f;ipes of CuniSh , 


Gov, the great Cop, that rules the ſæ es, 
The gracious and the juſt, I 

Mak es his own Son a ſacrifice, 

And here hes all our truſt. 


While T beh Id his bleeding love, 
His dying agonieg | 


With ſhare and ſorrow here I own | 
H + g--2t my euilt bas been: 
This s mv way t'app:oach the throne, 


Here reſt, my faith, and ne'er remove, 
| N And Gop toigives my lin, 


Here let repeatance riſe, 
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See that ye fall not out by the way. GBR. xiv. 44. 
T OSEPH having ſhewn himſelf fully reconciled to his brethren; diſ--iſes th m with this 
neeaful- caution, ** See that ye fall not out by the waß; he k ew they ere but 
too apt to be quatrelſome; one might fay, © It was you thà fir upbrsided him u th 
4% his dreams; another, It wa- you that faid, © Let u, kill him?” another, © It Was 
„ou that ſtripped him of his coat;“ annther, „It was you that threw hm int, the 
« pit;” another, “ It was you that fold him to the Ifhmaelites,”” &. Thus their journey 
to their father's houſe would be very uncomfortable, if this ſpirit of quarreling and up- 


braiding once got poſſeſſion of hem. | | = 

Fellow-Chriſtians, what a leſſon is here for us! what fays our Lord Jrszuvs to ws? 
Love one 2nother, live in peace; whatever occurs © let us not fall out by the way, 
Are we not äll brethren? Have we not all one Father? Are we not all ſubjects of tree 
and ſovereign grace? Are we not agreed in effential' points? Are we nat all finners by 
nature and practice? Pave we not all one object of faith? Are we not all travelling the 
ſame road? O then why ſhould we fall out by the way! Suppoſe we be of differenr de- 
nominaticns, yet holding the ſame head, why cannot we love as brethren? (the beſt and 
moſt enlightened of al!“ ſee but in part; through a ela” darklv,” what a dowe ful 
reaſon is here for mutual forbearance ?) Let not the ftrorg deſpiſe the weak, nor the weale 
jvage the ftring. Suppoſe our way ihould part a little as to external, yet all ſetting out 
from the ſame ſpiritual Egypt, all under the fame leader, why may we not all hope to 
rect at laſt in the true Canaan? Have we not open and ſecret enem ies enow, but we muſt 
quarrel one with another? Satan, falſe profeſſors, and the ungodly world, are unanimeut 
in their: oppolition to ud, let us be united, that they prevail het anainſt us, Putt ir. 
11. 1, 2. N | | 


vs 
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Where foall I find ref 9 —Anſwer; 7. 2. faith the Lokd, and ye in the way! 

and ſee; and aſt for the old e where is the good way; and walk therem, 


and you «Loa reft for your foul, JER. vi. 8. See alſo MATT, xi. 28, 5 


J our own ways there is nothing but wouble; but giving odrſclea 


ntirely up to be guided of Goo at his own pleaſure, we can always be 


'eaſy, ſince we know, that by every ſtep he brings us nearer to heaven. 


The only way to reſt, is the way of repentance and ſaith; in which ve 
look al ways upon ourſelves from the beginrüng to the end; not only 2 


utterly loſt and condemned, but alſo as perfectly reconciled and juſtißed | 


male factors in Cuxis Tr. Thus to abide in him, to let him work aldne, 
and be truly reſigned to his ways, will certainly have the defired effett 
whilſt, by the rizhteouſnels and «workings of gur own heart, we can never 
attain to it, or which! is wor a may be.lulled into « falſe reſt, 


Where ene, and pain, apd Neir expire, 
Caſt out by perfect love. 5 


10 db, I believe a el remains | 1 
To all thy people known; 
© A'reſt where pure enjovment reigns, 
Ny And thou art Jov'd alone. | 


ys * 


0 that I now this reſt may know, 
Believe, and enter in! 

Now, Saviour, no the pow'r beſtoyr, 
And let me ceaſe ſrom ſin. 
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El! An. olive all o foule dale l 6 
Is fixt on things above, | 
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Te are complete in him, COL. ii. 10. 


HINK, O believer, with wonder and amazement, reflect with gra- 
titude and love, that, whilſt thou art deploring thy participation in 
the common ruin of the human nature, and ' mourning its ſad effects 
within thy ſoul, thou mayeſt yet look through allthine imperfeRion, frailty, 
and unworthineſs, to thy glorious Repreſentative; and ſee thyſelf complete- 
in him. The law which would-condemn thee, he has completely ſatis- 
fed ; —the obed;zence which it requires, in order to thine. acceptance with 
Gov, he. hath completely paid; and that eternal life, from which thy. 
finful imperfections muſt have for ever barred thee, is now become thine 
unalienable inheritance, as the reward of his righteouſneſs, Who lived 
and died for thee, Go forth then, and glorify him in heart and life; the 
more thou believeſt in him, the more wilt thou love him; and the more 
thou loveſt him, the better wilt thou ſerve him; until he ſhall remove 
| thee from this vale of fin and ſorrow, let this be thy ſong in the houſe of 
thy pilgrimage. | 25 | 1 F 
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To all my vileneſs, CnxIS 1 is glory bright; | Sight to my blindneſs, to my mearineſs wealth; = 


> + 


To all my mis ries infinite delight; Life to my death, and to my ſickneſs health _ 
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To a'l my n' rance wife without compare; | To darkneſs right, my lidert; in thrall, 
Je my deformity, th* eternal fait; What ſhall I ſay -my CnazrsT is all in all. 
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| Wittye peat avickedy for Gov, and talk deceitfully for lin ? Jon xiti. j, Thy 


word is truth, Joux xvii, 17. 


HEN Moſes ſaw an Egyptian and an Iſraelite kzvisg together, 

he killed the Egyptian, and ſaved the Ifraclite, Exoo. ii. t 2+ 

But when he ſaw two Iſraelites ſtriving together, he laboured to reconcile 
them, ſaying, Ve are brethren, why do ye ſtrive 7 So when we read, 
or ſee the Apocryphal Books, or Heathen Story, or Popiſh Traditions, 
contradicting the Scriptures; as for inſtance, Jacob curſeth the wrath and 
anger of Simeon and Levi, for murdering the Shechemites, GEN. xlix. 3. 
And Judith blefſed Gop for killing of them, Juptru 9. Here, and in 
fuck like places, let us kill the Egyptian, but ſave the Iſraelite; ſet a value 
onthe Scriptures, butlight the Apocrypha. But when we meet with any ap- 
pEarance of ſeeming contradiction in the canon of Scripture; as where it is 
Rid, „ Goy tempted Abrabam, GENESIS xxii. 1. and Goo tempteth 
no man,” aus i. 13. Here now, and in many other places, we muſt be 
yeconcilers, and diſtinguiſh between a temptation of trial, which is from 


Goo, and a temptation of ſeducement, which is by the devil; and theſe 


two feeming different friends will 9 8885 to be brethren, and agree well. 
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* Rnd Juſbua bleed bim, and gave unto Caleb the ſon of Jepbunneb, Hebron for an 
| inberitantre, Josh ua xiv. 13. | | 


* 


THE ſpies that went up to view the promiſed land, all, except Caleb and Joſhva, wade a 


- 

. | formidable report of the gigantic inhabitants of Hebron, ſaying, ** We are not able to go 
it up againſt the people, for they are ſtronger than we. Caleb, (anſwering well to his name, 
e which. ſignifies All heart) * ſtilled the people before Moſes, and ſaid, Let us go up at onre, an 
| * poſſeſs it, for we are well able td overcome. We are told ne had another ſpirit with him, 
, and followed Gop fully. Moſes therefore, becauſe he wholly followed the Lon p his Gon, 
F was commiſſioned to make him a gfant of all the land whereon his feet had troden, which wan 


1 the mountain of Hebron, Caleb was eighiy-five years old when he reminded Joſhua of this pro- 
miſe ; he was forty when Moſes ſent him to ſpy out the land; thirty-eight years the Lon p had '_ 
« kept him in the wilderneſs, through the plagues of the defert, and ſeven years if Canaan,' WM 
i through the perils of war; the city Hebron was already reduced, but the inhabitants had re- 8 
paired to the faſtneſſes of the mountain, theſe he wanted to diſpoſſeſs, aſſuring Joſhua, he had 
5 now the ſame ſtrength of body and holy confidence in Gop to engage in this dangerous enter 
priſe, as he had at forty years of age, when he was ſent as a ſpy. Joſhua bleſſed h'm, acknow= 
ledged his claim and deſerts, beſought God to proſper him in his undertaking, and gave him 
the country; thus was His fidelity and uprightneſs rewarded. 8 
Reader, are you like-bearted with Caleb? Are you longing after Hebron, that #; commu- 
nion with Gob-? Are you eager to fight againſt your ſpiritual foes, thoſe ſons of Anak, luis, 
paſſions, devil, and the world? If fo, remember the promiſe, © As your day is, ſo ſhall your 
1 ſtrength be found ;*” keep up fellowſhip with Gop, and no enemy ſhall be too Grong for of 
beware of judging of enem:es (by an eye of ſenſe) like the ſpies, lean not to your own undet- 
bot follow GoDp fully; eye the Captain of your ſalvation, Gght in his name and 


WW oo GW FT 0 


ſtanding, 


ſtrength, and you ſhall conquer every foe. 


TD CT oOOB-ER f. 


Art it came to paſs, that at midnight the Lok mote all the firſt-born in the land 
"of Expt, from the firft-born of Pharaoh that ſa: on bis throne, unto the firft-born 
of the captive that was in the dungeon, ExXoD. Xii. 29. 


. of every firſt- born of the Egyptians, carried ſo lively a re- 
1 ſemblance, and bore ſo natural a relation to their tn in deſtrovin 
every male of the Iſraelites, that they maſt needs percetve it was ia flicded | 
-aS #pumiihment for that very cruelty; and conlequenily maſt conclude, | 
| that- the God of lirael took particular cogn:zarice of human tranlactions, by 
aud, fooner or later, rewarded every man according to his works. Pane | 
| gradual increaſe of the judgments inflitted on Fgypt, is ſomewhat remark- 
able, and equally expreiſive of the mercy ad j.jtce of Goo, The four 
Krſt plagues were loathſome, rather than fatal tothe Egyptians; but after 
that of the flies came the murrain, which chiefly ſpent 11s rage upon the 
cattle; the biles and blaines reached both man and beaſt, though there 
Was ſtill a reſerve for life: the hail and locuſts extended, in a great 
meaſure, even to life itſelf : the firſt by an immediate ſtroke, and Sth 
conſequently by deſtroying the fruits of the earth. That of darkneſs added 
conſternation to their: minds, and laſhes to their conſcienges;. and when 
all this would not reclaim, at length came the decifive blow); firh the ex- 
eiſion o the firſt-born, and then the drowning of the mcorrigibie tyrant, 
and all his hof. Great and marvellous are thy works, O LORD Gon 
Almighty ! juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of laints.— 


* 
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Draw me, wwe will run after thee, SOLOMON's Song 1. 4.— Divine anſwer; 1 
I have loved thee with an ewerlaſting love: therefore with lowing-kindneſs | 
hawe I draaun thee, JER. xxxi. 3. Ws Won. | 's. 3.8 

ANY and various are the ways the Almighty takes in bringing his 

1 children to himſelf, and to a knowledge of the things of their peace 

ſometimes he draws by the ſilken bands of love; ſometimes by the ſtill 

ſmall voice of his Spirit; ſometimes by the cords of pain and ſickneſs 3 

ſometimes he drives them by the ſtorm and tempeſt of his broken law; 

but moſt effectually in giving his Son to die for them? Reader, pray Wal 
always to him to make you ſenſible of the ſecret tender drawing of his love 
and willing to follow them directly. This praying always is very needful, Wl 
becauſe we are always in want, and without being inſtant and earneſt we 
cannot receive much. Therefore it is not a hard command, but a great 
benefit and privilege ;' as if Gop ſhould: ſay, “ You are a poor child, al- 
ways wanting ſomething,. but you may always pray to me, and 1 wilt al- 
ways hear, and aſſiſt, and draw thee after me.“ 1 


* * 


O draw me, Saviour, after thee; O that as a little child, 

So ſhall I run and never tire; Muay follow thee, nor ever reſt, 

With gracious words ſtill comfort me; Till ſweetly thou haſt pour'd thy mild 
Be thou my hope, my ſole defire : And lowly mind into my breaſt, 

Free nit from ev'ry weight; nor fear, Nor ever may we parted he 

Nor fin can come if thou att here. | Till I become one ſpirit with thee, 


rr 27. 
[hoſe that honour me, I will bonowr ; and they that di iſpiſe me, ſhall be lightl 


125 


1 eher med, 1 SAM. ii. 30. | 

Pais is is Pert of the prophet s meſſage io Eli, when he honoured his ſons 
above Goo; he had indeed eproved hem, ſavi ing, Why do ye theſe 

Eching 8 for 1 * of your vil doi: 0 by a1 the people ut he did not 

*xert his authority in punithing em as they deferved, when they lighted 

hier av” pa This was accounted by G00 as conniving at their fin. He 


gether, ſhould die tovether, and bis poſterit be cut off in the flower of 


it | — age, and from the high priefthoad. Eli was not much affected with 


this prophecy, till the threatening: was repeated by Samuel, an artleſs child, 
ho did not know the voice of the Lo till Eli inſtruded him. It appear- 
jor then much more terrible than from the mouth of the prophet ; and led 
him humbly: to acknowledge the juice of Go., and to tubmit to the ſen- 
tence wh a truly penitent heart. This is wriften for our aamonition. 
Are we valiant for the truth, regarding neither father or mother, or the 
moſt tender relation, where tm intereft and hnour of our Gov is concern- 


ed? Parents, let this be a a warning to you to train * your een in the 
fear of the Loop? | 


'he Lozp Jznovan calle, O hatden not your hearts, 
e ev*ry car . ; But hear his voice t2-day : 1 
May Web a voice awake each heart, TH Left ere. to · morrow s carlicft dawn 
And captivate each mind. = He calls your ſouls away. 


44 4 vw AS — * 
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e acquaints him. that Hophni and Phineas, as chey had ſinned to- 


„ e vo pw ws 


Abraham againſt bope believed in hope, Ro M. iv. 21. 


My ſoul, thou having not like Abraham only one ſingle, but 
thouland promiies and patterns of faithful believers before thee, 1 
is fit that thou ſnouldeſt ſtrongly rely on the word in faith. And though 
the Lord delayeth his help. and the evil leemeth to grow worſe and worle, 
be not weak, but rather ſtrong, and rejoice; fince the moſt glorious. pro- 
miles of Gon are generally fulfilled in ſuch a wondrous manner, that he 
ſteps forth o {ave us ata time when there is the leaſt appearance of it, 
nay, the contrary follows; for in the greateſt extremities Go is neare | 
with his help, And this method he chooſes, that we may not truſt upon 


any thing that we ſee or feel, as we are always apt to do, but only upon 1 


his bare word, which we can and muſt depend upon in every ſtate. 


How large the promiſe ! how divine, The Angel of the cov*nant proves, 
To Abrah'm and his ſeed! | And ſeals the bleſſing ſure. 


Vl be a GoD to thee aud thine, Our God, how faithful are his ways, 
Supplying all their need. His love eadures the fame; 


The words of this extenſive love | Nor from the promiſe of his grace 
Fiom age to aye endure; 3:ots out the finner's name. 


952 7” TD O B E R 29. 


anmediately I conſerred not with fleſh and blecd, Gar. i. 16. For the Lng's com- 


| mandment was urgent; much more the commandment of the King of kings, 
DAN. iii. 22. Therefore, de not flothful in buſineſs, Rom. xii. 11. 


3 ſpeedieſt and eaſieſt method to accompliſh our deſire of overcom- 
ing the evil and doing the good, is- an immediate compliance with 
our firſt convictions, without conferring with fleſh and blood. If we de- 
lay the work, we give room to other people without, and to Satan, and to 
our ſinful hearts from within, to perſuade us to the contrary; by which 
the Heſh can eaſily renew its ſtrength, and the ſpirit will be weakened, 
And what will be the conſequence of this? but, that either we miſcarry 
in out defign, or that the conflict will be afterwards ſo much ſharper; and 
the good work, if not ſtifled, dropt enirely ; yet it will not be done ſo 
= completely, and with ſuch fingleneſs of heart, as it ſhould be. But if we 
© always narrowly watch our hearts, and are ſaichful, engaging directly even 
Vith the leaſt oppoſuion, then our enemies will not be fo ſtrong, and we 
call have no realon to deſpaiz, 


Jesv, mighty to renew, | Take away me darling fin, 
Wor'c in me to will and do; | Make me willing to be clean; 
Torn my nature's rapid tide, | Male me willing to receive 


Stem the terrent of my pride. What thy gooduels waits to give. 


O r E 


Neither yield ye your members as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto fin: but 
yield yourſelves unto God, as thoſe that are alive from the dead; and jour 
members as inftruments of righteouſucſs unio GOD, ROM. vi. 13. 


IF Gop has my members as weapons and inſtruments in his hands, I 
ſhall certainly be able not only to work, but alſo to conquer, unce he 
underſtands full well how to manage chem: May the Loxop only give 
me grace not to wind myſelf out of his hands, elſe I muſt needs be 1: ke 4 
dead, uſeleſs carcaſs. For how can a por write alone, without being in 
the natd of a writer? It is true indeed, i* at it is very HERD nay impoſſible, 
to be really good, and do all that is 2808 if we undertake it alone; - but. 
Go himſelf living and working in us, and we truly delighting 1n him, * 
is very eaſy and pleaſant. Therefore care is only to be taken, that our 
hearts may be always the working-place, and our members the inſtruments 
of God, in which and through winch he can perform every thigg n: unet, 


A 8 


Now G ſerve, to him alone The meaneſt, baſeſt inſtrument, 
My thank ful homage pay; a His glory deigns to uſe. 

My only maſter CuzisT, Ion. | Servant of ſin, too long I was, 
And him will J obey, „ 16 25245 e W has ſet me foe > 

To him my members I preſent, | Glory to hs victorious grace, 


Which he will not refuſe; Which freely ranſom'd me. 


G C'TOBER 31. 


The fear of man bringeth a ſuare.— Be not conformed to this world. If any 
man love the world, the lowe of the Father i is not in bim, PROV. xxix. 25. 
ROM. xii. z. 1 JOHN ii. 15. 


OW many people ſwell with pride and vanity, for ſuch things as they would not Yb 

how, to value at all, but that they are admired in the world? How fearful! are many of 
having their houſes poorly furniſhed, or themſelves meanly cloathed, for this only reaſon, left the 
world ſhould make no account of them, and place them amongſt low and mean people? How 
ofren would a man have yielded to the ha ghtineſs and ill nature of others, and ſhewn a ſub- 
mitſive temper, but that he dates not paſs for ſuch a poor: ſpirited man in the opinion of the 
world? Man a man would often drop a reſentment, and forgive an affront, but that he is 
afrajd, if he ſhouls, the world would not forgive him. How many wiſh to be real chriſtians, 
and would practiſe chriſtian temperance and ſobriety in its utm.ſt perfection, were it not for the 
eeoſure which the world paſſes upon ſ cha | fe ? Others have frequent intentions of living up 
to the rules of the chriſtian religion, which they are frighted from, by conſidering what the 


world would ſay of them. Thus does the impreſſion which we have received from living in 


„the world, enſlave our minds, that we date not attempt ta be eminent in the ſight of G.n and 
holy angels, for fear of being little in the eyes of the world, - Reader, how is it with thee 
Art thou ſtill hanging between Gop and the world? Conſider for a moment, what can the werld 


give thee in exchange for the favour of Gon? What can it help thee in ſickneſs, death, and 


43 d. ment? Make one ſerious reflection, and the ſnares of the world will be b:oken at once. 


„ 5, . ̃ ¶.)) , 
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At the beginning of thy ſupplications the commandment came forth, DAN. ix. 23. 
Continuing inſtant in prayer, ROM. X11, 12. a 


S ſoon as we begin to pray earneſtly, the Lox hears and ſigns our 
4 Þ petitions to help and bleſs us: for every ſupplicaten is the pronounc- 
ing and ſealing of a bleſſing. It is true we don't always obſerve it imme- 


diately ; but in due time we ſhall certainly receive even a viſible help. 


Therefore let us only go on. and put, as it were, one weight of pravers 
upon another upon the ſcales of the ſanctuary: ſurely our ; reateſt diſtreſs 
will at laſt be overbalanced, and ſalvation brought down. But it is well 
to be obſerved, that we mult alſo be watchful, and not act contrary to the 
intent of our prayers, which might provoke the Loxrp to dilannul the 
ſigning of his Fr Ar (Grant) again, or at leaſt to delay his help But when 
he tarries long, it is not his intention to give us a denial, but rather make 
us more defirous and earneſt that he may beſtow ſo much upon us after- 


wards: for this deiay he will certainly well recampence, aad grant us 


abundently above, all that wg could aſk or think. 
Lok p, I will not let thee go, Friend of finne's, King of ſaints, 

Till che bleſſing thou beſtow ; | Anſwer my minuteſt wants, 
Heer my Advicate divine; All my largeſt thoughts require; 
Lo' to his my ſuit 1 join 2 | : Grant me a'l my heart's defire;z 
lo'n'd to his, it cannot fail, Give me till my cup run c'er, 

R 


Bleis me, for ] will prevail, All, and infinitely more. 


ä 

When the woman ſaau that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleaſant to 
the eyes, and à tree to be defired to make one wiſe : ſhe took of the fruit theres, 
and did eat; and gave alſo unto her huſband with her, and he did cat, (ER. iii 6. 
Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own luft, and enticed, 
Then when luſt bas conceived, it brings forth fin, &c. JAMES i. 14, 15. 


1 ra one {in always beget another. By the eves it ruſhes into the 
heart; from the heart it proceeas into the mouth, hands, and feet; from 
us it is transferred upon others, and thus we go on inning and falling deeper 
and deeper. Therefore we muſt ſet a ftr:& guard over our eyes and ears; 
be very cautious, and refilt the leait beginnings of fin, not making light 
of any: for the leaſt ſpark of worldly luſt being enteriained and cheriſhed, 
we eat of THE FORBIDDEN TREE ſtanding every where before us; and 
thereby a great fire may be kindled. But having always our eyes fixed in 
all our converſation upon the preſence of Gop in CurtsT, ſo as to walk 
continually in the light, and directly to quell the leaſt inward motion of 
evil; they will never break forth into g:ofs outward fins, but we ſhall 
daily grow in grace, May the Logp enabie me to practiſe this good leſſon, 
and, waich himſelf continually over my heart, eyes, lips, and ai! other 
lenſes and thoughts. . 


Wich my whole heart I ſeek thy face, 
O let me never ftray 

From thy commands, O Cop ef grace, 
. Nor tcread the hnner's way, 


Thy word I hide within my heart 
To keep my conſcience clean, 
And be an everlaſting guard 


From cy ry rifing tin, 


* 


N. © V E M E Ro. ol 


The preac Ding of the croſs is to us, which are ſaved, the power of — 
1 COR, 1. 18. 


0 That I might always feed upon, ard experience its power, till 1 


have obtained a e omplete vigdorv Wholoever was bit by the fiery 
ſerpent, looking upon the brazen lerpent, lived, Nums. xxi. 9. Thus Al- 
Ways to look upon CuR15ST cruciked, is the one ching needſul, from which 
all other bleſſings flow, Joun iii. 14, 15. O Los, grant that the eyes of 
my faith may be immoveably fixed upon thee; upon the croſs, ſo as to be 
entirely healed at laſt: for as long as I live, 1 feel the biting of the old 
ſerpent, therefore muſt I alſo look upon thee continually. 


* 


So did the Hebrew prophet raiſe Hięh On the croſs the Saviour hung, 
- The brazen ſerpent high; High in the hrav ns he reigns : 

The wounded felt immediate cate, | Here finners, by th* old ſerpent ſtung, 
The camp foroore to die. Look, and forget their pains, 

Look udward in the dying hour, When God's own. Son is lifted op, 

And live, the prophet cries; | A dying world revives 

But Curls performs a nobler cure The Jew beholds the glorious hope, 

Wocn faith hits up her eyes, Th' expiring Gentile lives, 
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The law is not made for a righteous man, to condemn him, x T1M. i. 9. 


OR he being dead to the law by the death of CHRIST, and living to 

- Gop in righteouſneſs, the law can condemn him no more than a dead 
man, or one that liveth in heaven already, nay, Cur1sr, himſelf: for it 
condemns only the fin, but he is in CHRIST, without fin; the fin being 
aboliſhed, the wrath and curſe of the law is alſo removed, and grace and 


bleſſing reſtored in its place, 'Cnx1sT has taken all his fins upon himſelf, 


and imparted his own perie& obedience to the law to him; therefore in 


Carr he has fully ſatisfied all the demands of the law, and is entirely 
free ſrom 1ts dreadful denunciations in his conſcience; the blood of CHRISTA 


cleanſing us from all fins, and conſequently from an evil conſcience, Hen. 
IX. 9—lI ze chap x. 22. Being ſprinkled and covered with his blood and 
golden robes of grace, the Loxv is perfectly pleaſed, and does not find 
fault with us any more. It makes interceſſion for us with Gov, crying 
continual'y 66 Abba, Abba; mercy, mercy ; peace, peace;” and obtains 
grace, pardon, life, and ſalvation, | | | | 85 


Blood has a voice to pierce the ſkies; Pardon and peace from Gor on highs 
Revenge, the blood of Abel cries: Behold, he lays his vengeance by ; 
But the dear ftream when CHRIS T was flain, And rebels that deſerve his ſword, 


Speeks peace as loud from ev rj veins | Become the lav'tites of the Lox, 


\ 


N. 0 E 6: 


9 here is none like unto the Gon of Fehhurun, who rideth upon the heaven in : thy , 
help, and in his excellency upon the , DEUT. xxxiii 26, 


N theſe laſt words to Moſes, we have ihe glory cf Gop ſet forth in the commun'cation of 
good to God's iſracl The who'e univerſe Gop hath made for hs own «it, to de his 
Chariot for him to ride in, as is repteſented in Ezekiel's vitien, In this chariot Gup's feat or 
throne is heaven, where he fits and governs. This viſible uniserſ, ſ\bject ro ſuch con inual 


changes and re: olutions, we may co Mmpare 19 the wheels of ths ch x] ot, Gop's providence is 


repreſented by the motion of the Wheels: he brings to paſs his own counſeis in the lower world, 


and manages and directs all, as a man doth his chariot, which he turns as it pleaſeth him How 


tafe then muft they be who are under the wing 'of the Bon of jeſhurun, who find him 
reconciled to them by the death of his Son, and feel themſelves reconciled to h m by the power 
of ad greed © He rideth on the heavens for their help,” and nog e can outſtrip his progreſs, or 
obſtru 

855 Reader, is the God of Jeſhurun, the God of licael, thy Gon? Is he who rideth on 
the heavens thy help? Dees thine heart truſt in him alone, and does his grace ſubdus thine 
outward iniquirier, and thine inbred corruptions? Is he who rieeth on the ſky thy excellence ? 


Does be ſeem only excellent in thy eyes, and cauſe thee to excel in virtue? Has he planted thee. 


among his excellent ones of the earth, and made th-e to abound in faith and loie, and fruits of 
righteouſneſs? If the Loky is no : thy help, elas! thou wilt be ſlain by fin, atd prove a 
ruined foul, If the Lob is not thy excellence, thou art fill en apoſtate fpirit, a ſtranger un- 
td Gop, and to his CuR IS r. Awake, ariſe ard call on Gop; h's ear is open unto prayer; 


and thou art yet on mercy's ground, O call upon hum ſpeedily, and cry unio him eatneſtlyy 
that thou petiſh not. | 3 
* 3 


his purpoſe, Verily, he it is that giveth N.ength and viSory to his people; bleſſec bs 


n 


Let your converſation be without covetouſneſs, and be content with ſuch things as ye 
* have, HEB. xili. . For they that will be rich, fall into temptation and a ſnare, 
and into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, wich drown men in perdition and deſtruc- 
tion: for the love of money is the root of all evil, &c. 1 TI M. vi. 9, 10. 


Covetous man is called an idolater, and has no part in the kingdom 


of God; but who believes that he is covetous? Now here you. ſee, . 


that every one is actually covetaus who is not content with what he has. 
And what ſays the apoſtle of fuch as will be rich? IAHEY FALL. Not only, it 
Was poll ble for them to fall: no thev actually fall. O reader, be ſrightened ; 
deſtroy the covetous deſires of thy, heart, and keep it dilentangled from tem- 


poral things; for who knows how ſoon you muſt go out of this world, and 


leave everything behind? Away from it with thy heart, elſe thy death will 
be very hard. The chriſtian s motto is Gov AN D ENOUGEH: for he that has 


Coo, is content; and conlequently always rich enough, even in poverty. 


And that muſt be a covetous man indeed, who has hot enough, having Gop. 
O Lord, make me fo free by faith from the love of earthly things, that TI 
may equally praiſe thee, whether thou be pleaſed to give me ſomething, or 
take it away from me; and that I may never covetouſly refuſe that to others 
or to myſelf, that thou haſt given, and ſhould be beſtowed upon us. 


Should warn us to fo:bear 


The rich young man whom Jesvus lov'd, | His love of eartlily treaſures prov'd 
A ſatal golden ſuare. MARK x. 24. 
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The foul of the diligent ſhall be made fat, PROV. xiii. 4. 


bk he are concerned for having no more grace, What is the reaſon? 
Perhaps you are indolerit, carleleſs and unfaithful. And though you 
ha e no warrant even for an hour to live, yet unreaſonably you ſuppole to 
have time enough; therefore you are not ſerious, diligent, and fervent in 
praying for ſuithcient ſtrength to be always prepared. and have boldnels in 
deata. No wonder, if vou do not immediately reſiſt fin, that it grows ſtrong, 
and you alwavs are weak and diſcouraged. And how can you expect to re- 
ceive more grace if you do not faithfully improve what little you have? If 
vou would but diligentivand faithfully apply yourſelf to the word and prayer, 
Goo will certainly not be wanting on his part to fulfil his promiſes. and give 
you enough: but not otherwiſe, For it is well to be obſerved, and we mult 
know it once {or all, that there is no ſuch thing as making any progrels in 
grace and carrying our point, unleſs we are mindful of ourſelves, watching 
and praying againſt all ſins, and whatever may be an hindrance on one hand; 
and following with all diligence that which,is good, and what may be a fun- 
therance on the other, It is not enough to uſe sour, but we muſt uſe AL di- 
ligence; and according as our grace is inereaſed, our diligence mult increaſe 
allo, ſince it goes againſt the ſtream. 


Right to reſiſt the ſinful pow'r 15 N We moſt be watchfy ev'ry hour, 
Requies a ſtrong reſtraint ; | And pray, but never faint, 
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Ir hwlineſs of mind let each eſteem other better than themſelves, Pair. ii. 3. Bear 
ye one another's burdens, and ſo fulfil the law of CarisT. For if a man think 
himſelf to be ſomething, &c. But let every man prove his own wore, and ben be 
- ſhall have rejoicing in himſelf alone, and net in another, SA., Þ 4+ 


F we were truly humble, and looked upon ourſelves as the moſt miſe- 
_ Table of all, we ſhould willingly fubmit to all adverſities. and patiently 


with us a great deal more. Obſerving therefore the faults of our neigh- 
bour, we mult not forget our own. Perhaps in other things we are weaker 
than he. This muſt reſtrain us from judging raſhly, or ſpeaking unadviledly 
to others ; in pens! 7 ets ſhould ſpeak to Gop about it, and then try with 
gentle means to bring them to rights again. Nay, the beſt method is to 
conſider our neighbour on the good, and ourſelves on the bad ſide: and to 


not be excuſed in any manner, we muſt not ſuffer him to ſtir up our cor- 
ruption, but come in with praver between Gop and him. to plead his 
cauſe beſore his throne in hearty love. This requires more than ceriſo- 
rious judging. It is very ealy to find fault with others; but to ſhew love, 
and retiore them by prayer and brotherly correction, is quite another thing, 

Bleſs'd are the ſouls who ſtand afar 1 Gep wH iecure their happy fate, 

From rage and patkon, noiſe and war, | And plead their cauſe againſt the greats 


bearthe burdens and infirmities of others, conſidering, that God has borne 


ſee whether we can excuſe him, and accuſe ourſelves. And if his fault could 
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Treu opencft thy hand, and ſatigſiaſt the defire of every living thing, PSALM 
| ecnxlv. 26. „„ 
8 * HO conſiders theſe words enough ? The hand of Gop being my 
capifalcellarand ſtorehouſe, is it not a ſhame to be anxioufly care- 
ful for any thing? Has the Lozxy all things in his hand ? then ſurel 
J ſhall receive what he has for me; none will be able to withhold it. 
Faith has alwavs a free acceſs to the treaſures of Gop, who is never 
wanting. Chriſtians have their cheks, cellars, and treaſures in ſuch a high 
place. even in, that NC thief can rob them, and they are ſure to have 

enough in Cob. And though the Lok D thould try them with want a 
little while, vet he rclieves them in due time their bread muſt rain from 
heaven, rather than that they ſnould be left without. You need not; ſays 
Curler, jeck theſe other things, ſtraight they ſhall be brought to you, if 
ye only abide in me. If this does not comfort and. Rrengthen us, nothin 
elſe will. Now many rely on full pockets and purſes ; but if they had true 
faith, it would be enough that they believed and had it in Gop's hand, 
purſe, and cheſt, If the LR is pleaſed to beſtow ſome proviſion upon 
him, he bleſſes him for it, and is careful to apply it well. But if he thinks 

proper to deny it him, he is equally content and chearful. | 


The Lox p ie 2004, the Loxp iö kind; And the whole race of man ſhall find 
' Great is his grace, his mercy ſure ; His truth from age to age endure, 


* 
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And they withflood Uxxiah the king, and ſaid unto him, it appertaineth not unto 


thee, Uzziah, to burn incenſe unto the Lord, but to the prieſts, the ſons of 
Aaron, that are conjecrated to burn incenſe. Go out of the january, for thou 


baſt treſpaſſed, neither ſball it be for thine honour from the LORD GOD. 2 
CHRON, xxvi. 18. | = | 


» ue hay 


ERF is the only blot we find oh the name of Uzziah : As long as he ſongh+ the Lon p, 
and worſhipped him acco:Ging to divine appointment, Gon made him to preſper, Gp 
helped him marvell-uſly. tilt he was firqvg; but when he was ftrong, h's heart was jifted up 
to his own deſtruction. He was not content with the honou s Gop bad pu up n him, but 
would uſurp thoſe that were foib'dden him, like our firſt pa ents. The chief prieft, and o ber 


prieſts, were ready to burn incenſe for the king, according to the duty of their office; and 


plainly acquainted bim, that if, through a miſtake: zeal, he oftcre1 to do it him'elf, he would® 
incur the wrath of Gop, and ſuffer for it; bat this ſer ed only to excite his wrath, tl: he felt 
the judgment of God's hand in his puniſhment, Thouzh he ſtrove with the priefts, he would 
not firive with his Maker, but retir:d as ſoon as he was ſmitien with the leproſy, We ſein 
the preſent inſtance, as in mans others, that the Cob we have to do with i- a jealous Cop,” 
who expects all that ferve him ſhall do it according to h.s own inſtfitut ons. No you, #eader, 
come to him in the way of his appointmen;s. Take care th:t yon come not with unbal Wed 
fire before the Lox b, leſt you be alſo ſmitten, The inc-nſz of ur prayers muſt ve by fa th put 
into the hands of our Logd Jesus, the great High Prieſt of our profeiſion; elſe we ſhall find 
ourſelves decei ved, if we expect it ſhould have acceptance with Gop. 
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He, the Loxd, ewill beautify the meek with ſalvation, peAL cxlix. 4. And if 
ye ſuffer for 8 ſake, happy are ye, 1 PET. iii. 4. PSAL. x. 17. xxii. 
2 xXxXVli. 11. xlviii. 10. Is AAA liv. 11. 


A this is for the humble ao poor in ſpirit: : How does that agree? 
poor, and yet blefled ? O, yes, poor in ourſelves, but bleſſed and 
glorious in Curtsr., If we never experience his glory, the reaſon is, we 
are not truly ſenſible of our milery ; but when we are come quite low, 
let us confidently lay hold on CuRIST, and we ſhall be bleſſed : for all 
is ours. We may ſay, O Lon, if thou art a glorious help to the needy, 
lo! here is want and milery enough; ; therefore I come with all my want 
and poverty to the fulneſs of thy grace and riches, with my darkness to 
thy light, with my death to thy life. Grant that All my evils may be 
ſwallowed up by thy goodneſs and glorious deliverance, Mine innumer- 


able wants I ſet before thee, as ſo many 2 veſſels, and deſire to have 
then filed with thy ſpiritual and heavenly bleſſings. 
O might I hear thy heav'nly tongue How would my leaping heart rejoice, 
Bet whiſper, * Thou art mine!“ And think my heav'n ſecure! 
Thoſe gentle words ſhould raiſe my ſong I truſt the all- creating voice, 
To notes almoſt divine. And faich deſires no more, 


OY EMBER 13. 
| | | * 
Be renewed in the jp it of your mind, EH. iv. 23. 


Y Lon, grant that 1 may daily and hourly repent, have evermore 

a tender feeling of my fins, that by the power of thy death the old 
man may be crucihed, and by the power of thy reſirr-&ion the new man 
may riſe up, and grow daily more and more in thy ſavour. Let me ever 
be in earneſt, and look upon every day as the very ff} and the very laſt; 
that with each may, as it were, begin anew to work out my flv aktien 
with fear and trembling, and fo be always prepared for death and eternity. 
Give me grace to ſurmount ell difficulties, and to avoid every thing that 
may prove a torment ot conſcience in the hour of death. And as there 1s 
no ſtanding ſtill, 1 humbly beleech thee to ſtir me up daily and hourly 
more and more, that I may make all haſte, and © give all diligence 10 
make — calling and election ſure.“ 


Lon b. I am vile, ibactiv's in fin ; | The law demands a perfect heart x 
And born vnholy and unclean ; But we're d&fi''d in ev'ry part. 
Sprung from the man whoſe guilty fall | py 

Corrupts the race, and taints us all, Great Gp! create my heart anew, 
| And form my ſp rit pure and true 3 
O make me wiſe bet mes to ſpy 
My danger and my remedy, 


Soon as we draw cur infant breath 
The ſeeds of Lia grow up for death; 


hand 
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good 
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He has diſperſed, he has given 10 the poor; bis righteouſneſs endures for ever, 


Ps à l. M Cxii. 9. In the morning ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening withhold not 
thy band, ECCLES. Xi. 6. 


8 HOSE that lay up treaſures on earth, ſuffer nothing to lie long uſeleſs, 
4 but lend it out as faft as they can; and ſuch as defire to reap ſoon and 
1 plentifully, are careful to ſow ſoon and plentifully, | Therefore lend and fow 
r ye alſo in good time; for there may be times when you cannot ſhew charity, 
; or at leaſt not ſo largely. We muſt not pretend to pay the debt of charity with 
. ſome poor mites and pence. If you will give ſomething, give bountifully; 
„ take your hands full, as if you were a ſowing, like the poor widow with her 
it two mites, which he ſowed out freely, though it was her whole ſubſtance. 
18 zut the rich ones were not ſo liberal, but covetoully offered only what they 
y could ſpare very well. Is it not ſaid, we ſhould ſow, and conſequently take 
hands-full ; 


© 


for God loveth a chearful . giver, and will in his turn diſpenſe 

again bountifully to you, that ye ſhall have ſufficiency mn all things to every 
good work, (But Coy diſpenſing ſo bountifully to you, why ſhould you then 
grudge him any thipg, or make only ſuch poor returns ?} For what we do to 


our neighbour, is the ſame as if it were done to Gop himſelf, if done in faith 
and love. 


Awake, my zeal, awake, my love, 4 my charity, and feed 
And ſerve my Saviour here below, The hungry ſoul, and clothe the poor; 
In works which all the ſaints above, In neav'n are found no {ons of negd; 


Which holy angel: cat not do. There all theſe duties ate no mare, 
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He Gall redeem Iſrael from all his iniquities, PSALM Cxxx. 8. O the hope of 
Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble, JEREM. xiv. 8. In wrath re- 
member mercy, HABAK. ili. 2. | 


ESPAIR not, O my ſoul, in any tribulation or conflict, as if it were 


impoſſible to overcome it. The all healing word of Gop contains 
advice and comfort for all caſes. The Loxp being thy helper in all adver- 
ities, and able to turn the ſharpeſt afflictions into the greateſt bleſſings, he 
would never {mite, nor withhold ſomething from thee, if he was not 
willing alſo to heal, and give thee ſomething better in its place. O Loo, 
I truſt thou wilt carry me through all dificulties, Though my miſery and 
weakneſs were ever ſo great, yet there is nothing too great for thee; it is 
all one to thee, to help in great or little diſtreſſes: nay, the more 1 am 
ſurrounded with grief and weakneſs, the more wilt thou pity, ſpare, and 
nouriſh me, as a tender mother does the leaſt of all her children, and the 
more there will be occaſion for thee to ſhew thy mighty ſalvation; for the 
leaſt is impoſſible to me, but the greateſt and moſt difficult things are pot 
fible and very eaſy to thee. The ſhlarper and longer my difireis and conflicts 
have been, the nearer, greater, and ſweeter, I truſt, will alſo be my vic- 
tory and ſalvation ; and 1 ſhall not be tempted above meaſure... Ves, tht 
Lord will affiſt me to conquer all, even the moſt {ſtubborn enemies, 


| The great Redeemer is his Son, 
And Iſt el ſhall be ſav'd. 


There's full redemption at his throne 
For ünners long enſiav'd; 
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There is an accurſed thing in the midſt of thee, O 1ſracl; thou can | 


: a | 8 | l nft not fand 
beſore thine enemies, until you take away the accurſjed thing” from among you 
bo 3 


JosRUA vii. 13. See alſo 2 Pet. i. 4. Having e/caped the corruption that 
is in the world through luſt. 


1 entertaining of every worldly luſt, and indul 
wilful fin, is ſuch au accurſed thing, by which 
the power of God, that we cannot ſtand be 
therefore the ſeverity of Gov, Josk. vii. z1—26 and be more earneſt, 
Make all haſte to {lee from the luſt of the world, eſpecially from the luſt | 
oi the eye, which is the love of money. What more need ful than to break -_' 
off. even the mult ſubtle and ipecious bands of unrighteouſneſs. Unleſs the 
ſplimers of the unjuſt mammon be taken out, the wound cannot be healed 
up. Nay, examine hy lelſ cloſely in other things, and whatever ſinſul Juſt | 
harbours in thy breait, be faithiul to put ii off, and flee from it. elle 3 
muſt not Monden at your being ſo weak in ſpirit. He that does not reſiſt 
alto very eaſily give a looſe to his hands. 


gence of any known 
we are deprived of 
lore our enemies. Behold 
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the ſinful motions of his heart, will 

and tongue. But he that immediately ſubdues the inward corruptions, will 

certainly be preſerved from their breaking out in ſin ful actions. 0 Logs: 

deliver me from all accurſed things, and keep my heart always under th , 

cloſeſt inſpeRion and diſcipline. Amen. od 
Why ſhould my paſſion mix with earth, 
And thus e:baſe my heav'oiy birth? 


Why ſhould 1 cleave to thing: below 
And let my Gep, my Saviour go ? 


|| 4 
9 | 
, _ 
4 » 1 q 
N 
4 iv 
; . 1 | 
+ * 
: 
1 


RO VEMBER 16. 


Jab bor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, Jon xiii. 6, 


dear Reader, refle& a moment who it was that made this conſeſ- 


fion, and conſider the many excellencies that he had; ſee chap. 
xxi. Doubtleſs you will be ready to aſk, why this ſelf-abhorrence ? what 
did this man want? Let me give the anſwer for you: Before his eyes were 
opened, the very thing that, you do, if in the like confidence; and the 
want of which makes every man vile and deſpicable in the pure eye of 
Gos, ſelf-knowledge, or humility, Elihu charges Job home with an un- 
due opinion of his own righteouſnels; and Gov, who by ſtroke upon 
ſtroke, and not one too much, had brought him to the dunghil, is repre- 


ſented as carrying on the ſame accuſation againſt him. The whole ifſues 
in Job's humiliation, as a molt important leſſon of inſtruction to all man- 


kind, never to ſtand upon their vindication with Gon; and the book, in 
this view of it, is preparatory to the goſpel, and a ſtriking comment on 
thoſe words pf St. Paul and the Plalmitt, “All have ſinned and come ſhort 
* of the glory of Goo ; in thy ſight ſhall no man living bejuitified. Gog 
« be merciful to me a ſinner,” is a hard prayer, One eye upon the per- 
fection of God's law, and another upon your heart, may poſſibly bring yoy 
up tO it, | TS | 


* 
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And they ſung a new ſong, ſazing, Thou art worthy to take the book, and open 
the ſeals tiere; for thou waſjt flain, and hafi redeemed us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, REV. v. 9. 


T* heaven we ſhall have a perfect knowledge of Gn, far beyond any thing we now conceive of 
it, in conjunction wi h the greatneſs of our deliverance ; and the glory of redeeming merty 
will-be the eternal gruund of our love and adoration, On earth, it is the great exerciſe and dif- 
ficult work of faith, to ſe fin and CnRISTT at the ſame time, or be penetrated with a lively 
ſenſe of our deſert, and abſolute freedom from condemnation, But the more we know of both, 
the nearer approach «e ſhall make to heaven; and we are our. own. greateſt enemies, if, toge- 
ther with the fulleſt comprehenſion of ſip, and the deepeſt humiliation for it, we dq not look 
ſea.ily unto Iss, and ſce it taken away by the Lamb of Gop, This, though continually 


repeated by the heavecly choir, is called their nzw ſong ; becauſe it is always matter of as greac 
joy to them, as if they had never ſung it before; and becauſe the love of Gop and of CHRIS ＋ 


in their redemption, is always opening upon them wiih new and increaſing wonders, 


O my tou), 
let nothing, let not thy fin, hinder thee from beginning it now. wa 


By ]rsv*s blood- ſhedding, 
His burial and ſmart. 

| To him that was ſlain, 
The ſcorn of Nazarene, 


Be glory and hanour; 
Let all fay, © Amen.“ 


He worthy is bleſt 

By ſpirits zt reſt, 

Who once in this deſart 
His Godhead confeſs'd. 


My foul bear a part, | | 
For ranſom'd thou art | 
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Follow me, Luke v. 27. And endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of CuRIST, 
| | | | * Tim. ii. 3 


TTE that ſtrenuouſiy endeavours to breale his own will in every thing, and reſolutely over- 
1 nes his natural averfion to prayer, loves humiliiy, and every good work, ſhews more 


power than another who can do it wich more eaſe, With this faithfulneſs the Lon p is fo well 
" pleaſed, that he rewards it at laſt, and gives us grace to do it alſo with a willing heart; but we 
mut firft be made truly ſenſible of the deep corruption of our hearts, that then we may uſe the 


more violence in prayer, And if we are but going on in this conflict, the delays of Gov are 
ſoon-made up with fo much greater deliverance, But if we pray only, and do not alſo quickly 


reſiſt the propenfity of our own heart in all things, there will never be ſuch a thing as making any 
-progrels at all; fince the ſtubbornneſs of our fleſh requires it, that prayer and conflict muſt al- 


ways go hand in hand. Only it is to be obſeryed, that all this muſt be done in faith. Now, O 
Lon p, grant that I may quickly take all thy hints. Thou art a faithful Gon indeed, thou 


calleſt, warneft, and moveſt me often enough; O that I was faithful, alſo punQually and im- 


mediately to follow thee in all things, ſhould it be ever ſo much againſt the inclination of my 
heart at firſt, May I never, through unbelief, unfaithfulneſs, coafuſion, ſelf will, and over- 
doings, bring any affliction upon me, and hurt myſelf, not ſo much as in body, much leſs in 
foul. - 


My deareſt Saviour and my guide, | O let me never run aſtray, 
I would be walking at thy fide; Nor follow the forbidden way. 


7 


0 
, 
N 
; 
1 
/ 
; 


* 


NOVEMBER 19. 3243 

The LORD is not far From every one Hus; for in lim we live, and move, and 

have our being, Ac rs xvii. 27, 28. Even the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered, LUKE xili. 7. 3 , 


The cloſe and more than material cate Nothing is ſo mean, but it is under the providence 


of God, fince even the leaſt things can either hurt or profit the ſoul, And how ſweet is it 
to obſerve his footſteps even in the minuteſt things, and to be ſatiefied that we may truſt our 
greater and leſſer concerns to his care! O Loxp, grant that I may never ſwerve from, nor da 
any thing without thee ; but that my goings in and goings out may be always done in thy pre- 


ſence, as if I had to do with none but thee ; nay, as if we both lived alone together in the world. 


O that I could tranſact, as it were, all my affairs with thee alone, and in all places look upon 


' thee as if thou waſt only a Gop for me. Let me always carefully obſerve all the inward and 


outwatd teſtimonies of thy providence, ſo as daily and hourly to have a true ſenſe of thy graci- 
ous preſence in every thing, more or leſs important; and thereby to be ever ſtrengthened in 
faith, and kept in a compoſed ſtate of mind; confidering that nothing happens by mere chance, 
but every thing is wiſely ordered by thy providential care to our good; firmly believing, if any 
thing goes contrary to expeAation, that ſomething better will follow in its Read, if we only can 
be quiet and wait the time, | | | - 


Gov that muſi ſſoop to view the ſkies, | He over-roles all mortal things, 
Hand bow to ſee. w hat argels do, And manages our mean affairs ;. 
Down to our ea th he caſts his eyes,” On humble ſouls the King ef kings 


And benes his footfteps downward too. f Beſtows his * and bis cares. 
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chou to that which is good, ROM. xii. 9. 


Seek thoſe things which are above, 
Cor. 1 iii. 1. | 


4 


; manners ; of ſuch things or. perſons as we frequently converſe with, 

cleave very eaſily to us. If we converſe much with Gop and heavenly 

| things, we ſhall be heavenly-minded ; but if we deal much with the world and 
. temporal things, we muſt be ſenſual and wor Idly-minded. Up therefore with 
+, thy. heart to Goo :, lift it hourly, up to him; and though it ſinks down often to 
the earth again, yet the Lok has patience, and will as often receive and ac- 
-Cept of it again. Therefore raiſe it up continually, and take great care to keep 
it above, that it may not fink down and be defilgd and cloyed with worldly things 
Again. Thus it will be eaſy, whilſt, on the ae it is a hard matter to abide 
in a ſpiritual frame; like a feather, which eaſily riſes higher and higher when 
kept above aground, but moves very heavy upwards, when once fallen into 
the dirt. This you may take as a lively figure of an eaſy and hea y method in 
the practice of religion. Chooſe, now, which you pleaſe. O that I may always 


chooſe the beſt, namely, the work and ſufferings of the Lok b, and never plunge 


myſelf 1 into needleſs troubles and confjicts. 


Deſcend from heav'n immorta! Dove, 
Stoop down and take us on thy wings, 
And mount and bear us far above 


The reach of theſe inferiar things, 


Beyond, beyond th; lower ſky, 
Up where eternal ages roll, 

Where ſolid pleaſures never die, 
And fruits immortal feaſt the ſoul, 
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Loxp, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, c. LUKE li. 29, 30. Say Y 
to them that are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, &c. Isa xxxv. 3, 4. 
NS the weak faith of a fearful, trembling, and tempted believer, but 
the wilful unbelief only is damnable. If I do not reje& the ran im 
of Cux1sT my ſurety, but am deſirous to accept of it by faith, it . as im- 
poſſible that Gop can rejett me, as it is impoſſible for him to reject my 
ſurety. and his own decree and eternal counſel of love; which can never 
be. O Lon, it goes beyond the reach of all reaſon, how I ſhall depart ' 
in faith and peace, {ince I am the weakeſt of all, and would deſpair a 
thouſand times for once: But as “thy peace is ſaid to pals all underſtand- 
„ing,“ PHIL iv. 7, will nevertheleſs be ſufficient to keep even the moſt 
ſeartul and weakeſt ſoul ; for it is not by any power of our own, but ſolely 
by thy divine power, that © we ſhall be kept through faith unto ſalvation.?? 
And it is equally the ſame to thee to carry the weakeſt or the ſtrongeſt 
through the gates of death; for fince thou art always the ſame wiſe, graci- 
ons, and mighty Goo, in all circumſtances, and muſt do the work alone 
for both, thou wilt then ſurely lend me alſo thine all-ſufficient aid and 
aſſiſtance. | 


Saints by the power of Gop are kept, Lo, at thy temple we appear, 
Till the ſalvation come; TL. As happy Simeon came, | 
We walk by faith, as ſtrangers here, : And hope to meet our Saviour here; 


Till Cn 185 ſhall call us home. O make our joys the ſame, 
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O Lon, how manifold are thy works! in nib haf thou —_ them all: 
the earth is full of thy riches, PSALM civ. 24. N is wiſe, and will ob- 
ſerve thoſe things, &c, PSALM cvii. 43+ 


Lord, how many are thine unknown mercies! I am ſurrounded 
with thy goodneſs on all fides, and yet I obſerve and acknowledge- 
them fo little! if thou haſt puniſhed even the heathen, for not having 
minded and glorified thee by thy works, what will become of me? Pardon, 
O Lox, this my blindneſs and ingratitude, and be pleaſed to add to all 
thy benefactions this one more, that I may always be thankful for every 
N eſpecially for the unſpeakable gift of thy Son, and after that, for all 
thy works of creation and providence alſo. Grant that in all thy creatures 
I may ſee and adore thine infinite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, and be 
thereby continually ſtrengthened in faith, and ſtirred up to thy praiſe and 
love. Thus let me always converſe with, cleave to thee, and have unin- 
terrupted communion with thee, that nothing may interfere and diſturb 


this religious diſpoſition of my foul in the leaſt, Yes, O Lox p, grant me 


this wildom and cloſe attention, for thy glory's ſake. Amen. 


The glories of my maker, Gop, The brightneſs of our Maker' s name 
My joyfol voice ſhall fing, The wide creation fills ; 


And call the nations to adore And his unbounded grandeur flies 


Their Former and their King, Beyond the heav'nly hills. 


rr 


The ſword of the LORD and of Gideon, JUDGES vii. 20» For they are bread for 
us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD ii with us; fear them not, 
NuwB. xiv. 9. But my ſervant Caleb, becauſe he had another ſpirit with bim, 
and has fellowed me fully, him will I bring into the land. whereunto be went, 
v. 24. Surely the wrath of men ſhall praiſe thee, PSALM Ixx vi. 10. 1 5 


AKE care, O my ſoul, that there may alſo be another, namely, a 
kingly ſpirit with thee, as there was with Joſhua and Caleb, not to 
be diſcouraged on account of thy weakneſs and great number of frailties 
and enemies, as if it was impoſſible to live holily and get the victory. Be- 
hold Cur1sT, the true and great Joſhua and Caleb, marches out before 
thee, to make war himſelf agaiſt thine enemies, and who can conquer him! 
he is unchangeable, his ſpirit now is as mighty as ever, and his word as 
powerful, and ſharper than a two-edged ſword. Againſt thy various in- 
firmities he offers alſo a variety of divine ſtrength, and againſt each of thine 
enemies he holds forth to thee a particular ſword in his word; and abidin 
in his word thou ſhalt ſurely conquer. Though the enemy ſhould raiſe 
thine inward and outward calamines to the higheſt degree as ſo many 
ſtrong walls, yet he muſt fall; one ſingle word will ſtrike him down. 


Not all that tyrants think or ſay, Nor bell ſhall fright my he @t away, 
Wich rage and light'ning in their eyes, Should hell with * legions riſe. 
. : 5 q | + 
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Hear ken unto me, ye flout - bearted, that are far from righteouſneſs; I bring near 
my righteouſneſs, it Hall not be far off; and my ſalvation ſhall not tarry. We 
dre all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſes are as filthy rags, 

Is A. xIvi. 12, 13. chap. ISiv. 5 
1 religion is founded upon the knowledge of the true Gon. Sin- 
ners are apt to think they have a high opinion of God, becauſe they 
think highly of his mercy; whereas Gop is as holy and as juſt, as he is 


F 
Wy. | 


the: penitent and contrite. ob, 1 thank thee, I am not as other men 
© are,” ſays every ſeli-righteous finner ; not conſidering, that if Gop were 
extreme to mark what is amiſs, no fleſh living could be juſtified: © Gop 
be merciful to me, a hnner ;” ſays every true chriſtian, — real believer. 
Till this be the language of thy heart, O my foul; till thou feeleſt thyſelf 
a loſt, ruined, and hetpleſs ſinner; till thou art brought to acknowledge 


as thy only refuge and hope of falvation, thou art “ignorant of Gov's 
es righiteouineſs, art going about to eſtabliſh thine own righteouſneſs, and 
5 thou doſt not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of CHa IST.“ 


| I am, faith Cxz1sT, the Way ; Proceed it from an angel's mouth, 
Now if we credit him, | Is but a lie at beſt, 
All other paths muſt lead aftray, TI am, faith CurisrT, the Life; 
How fair ſoe er they ſeem. | Let this be ſeen by faith | 
I am, faith CurisT, the Traub; It follows without further ftrife, 
Then all that lacks his teſt, | That all beſides is death, 


merciful; ard he will as certainly puniſh the guilty, as he will pardon 


the juſtice of Ga ; in thy condemnation ; till thou art driven to CEHaISsT, 


err 


Thou therefore endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of JESUS ChRIST, 2 TIX. ii. 3 


RINCES combat with fleſh and blood, chriſtians wreſtle with princi- 
palities and powers; their wars give days of truce, ours not a minute. 
of cefſation; conditions of peace there may caule retreat, nothing but 
death here can raiſe the fiege; kings, if overcome, may ſave themſelves 
by flight, but chriſtians may as foon fly from themſelves, as from their 


enemies; the ſoldier of Cuz15t is in a field of continued conflict; he can- 


not let fall his hands, but Amalek prevails: Not to be a congueror, is ta 
be a priſoner ; not to win the field, is to lofe the ſoul; ſecurity wounds 
thee, yielding kills thee, but victory crowns thee. Therefore watch as 
for thy life; fight as for thy ſoul; the time will come, when *© theſe ene- 
mies thou ſeeſt to-day, thou ſhalt ſee them no more for ever; then thou 
ſhalt lay down thy ſword, and take up thy palm, and ſolemnize thy victory 
iti glory for ever. Let then the proſpett of heavenly glory fire thee ; 
though thine enemies be powerful, yet remember to go forth againſt them 
in the ſtrength of the Captain of thy ſalvation ; though aſſaults be many, 
and my enemies mighty, if Gop ftrengthen me, I have enough to comfort 
me; for the greater my Enemy, the more glorious my victory; and the 
more glorious my victory, the more triumphant my glory. EE” 
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Iwill heal your backſlidings, Js R. ili. 22. tis Gop 4050 Tworketh in you both to 


will and to do of his god pleaſure, PHIL. ii. 19, * 


My dear Saviour, I would fain believe in thee, be faithful, obedient, 
and work always that which is good. And ſince this is alſo thy will, 


I truſt it ſhall be done; for if thou wilt and I will, who can hinder it ? 


True, fin, fleſh, world, and devils are againſt it; but ſhall theſe enemies 
be ſtronger than thou, the mighty Gop ? Shall their oppoſition be able to 
guell thy work in me, if I do not conſent to it? That can never be. The 
more violence they uſe upon me, the more earneſt will 1 be upon thee 
in prayer; and the more I pray, the more glorious will thine aſſiſtance be: 
the more they hinder, the more thou wilt further, that all their hindrances 
ſhall be ſwallowed up by thy futtherances, as the ſerpents of the ſorcerers 
in Egypt were ſwallowed up by the ſerpent of Moſes. The enemy will 
fall by his own ſword, and the greateſt diſtreſs and oppoſition will turn to 
my good, and to the promoting of thy work. For if i do not abide in 
_ Cnrisr, praying continually, every thing can hinder me; but abiding in 
him, all obſtructions not only prove ineffectual, but uſeful and profitable. 
We honeur our exalted King; Fearleſs of hell and ghaſtly death, 
How ſweet are his commands! We ll break thro? ev'ry for : 
He guards our ſouls from heli and fin, The wings of love and arms of faith 
By his almighty hands, | Shall bear vs conqu' rors thro'. 
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Jam Jike a green fir-tree 3 from me is thy fruit found, HOsEa xiv. 8. I vill re- 
buke the devourer for your ſakes, and he /ball not deſtroy the fruits of, your 


ground, MAL. ill. 11. See allo Isal. xxvill. 2, 6. 


I it not a diſagreeable thing for a gardener to ſee the fineſt bloſſoms and 
1 fruits deftroyed by the caterpillars ? Doth it not rejoice him to ſee all 
the branches bow with ripe fruits? O my heavenly Loxp, grant that L 
may not diſpleaſe, but rejoice thy heart alſo. Let me abide in CRRIST, 
my true vine, and always bring forth good fruits. But fince every fruit 
has its enemies, and thou haſt no ſoener worked any thing, than the inle&s 


of an endeavour to deſtroy it, I beſeech thee to make me fearful and care- 


ful in every good work. Rebuke the devourer preſently, and preſerve me 
as a branch of CuxrisrT, night and day, as thou hait promiſed, that my 
fruits may endure to eternity. Doth a diligent gardener dreſs and cultivate 
his garden as well as he can, why ſhouldſt not thou cultivate my heart alſo, 
ſince thou art honoured by my fruits? O! yes: I truſt the cryſtal ſtream 
4 toy throne will water me, that I can go and bring forth greater plenty 
of fruits, 


Like trees of myrrh and ſpice we ſtand Let my Beloved come and tafte 
P lanted by Gop the Father's hand; His pleaſant fruits at his own feaft— 
And all his ſprings in Zion flow, ] come, my ſpouſe, 1 come, he cries, 


To make the young plantation grow, | With love and pleaſure in tus eyes, 


* 


r 


Iwill (do it.) Marr. viii. 3. And what ! is that? Whatſoever Ga defireſt : 
For the Lord will fulfil the ge of them bat {fear him, PSALM cxlv. r 9. 


Joſh 

EA, he does 40 e abundantly AIG all that we all or 1 ; h 
granting not only actording to the notion of our narro hearts. bat 7 
according to the riches of his glory, as becomes his Mat: vo Carktst de- 4 


lights in great petitions; for he is a great Lozp, and is rich unto all that 
call upon him: He has all the riches of his merits and gifts, not for him- 
ſelf, (fince being the very Gov, he wanted nothing for himſelf) but only 
for: us, even the ales who tincerely call pon him. Therefore what 
he has as Mediator, is not his, but all be)ongs to me, if 1 but call upon 
him. O my ſoul, pray to him; nay, he much in mrayer ; and as often as 
thou poureſt out thy ſoul before him in praver let nothing reſound iti thy 
heart, but theſe words: I wit, 1 witli. boit.” As Gop can never lie, 
there is not one ſingle groan loſt; but every one will be found to be a jewel 
in the life to come; by which thy riches are increaſed, and one treaſure 
put to another. O] how much is there. neglected in this already ! HF 
Mould you not be earneſt and inſtant now to redeem that little remaining 
partof thy time, by prayer for eternity, to lay up there many treaſures, an 
richly adorn thy crown. O Logo, giant that this may be done. 


Now is the time, he lends his ear, Come, leſt he rouſe bs wrath, and ike 
And waits for your — * ve ſhall not ſee my reſt,” 


N O V EMBER 


Joſhua drew not his hand back, herewith he Arete bed out the ſpear, 1 be 


29. 


had utterly deſtroyed all the inbabitamts of Ai, JOSHUA viii. 26. For this pur- 
poſe the Son of GOD was manifeſted, that be might deſtroy rhe works of the 


devil, 1 JOHN ili. 8. 


HE dominion of any one fin is inconſiſtent with the grace of Gos and 

true ſaving faith, Row. vi. 14. herefore all thele wicked inhabitants 

of thy heart muſt be deſtroyed, and none ſuffered to live and reign in thee; 

ſince even by one ſingle un we may be utterly undone and deſtroyed, as a 

bird js catched in one ſingle ſnare, And though you are actually convert- 
ed, and have gained the dominion over your fins ; yet you mult not draw 

| back your hand, and lay the ſpear and ſword of the Spirit aſide. There is 
no reſt or ceſſation of arm: here. Satan left ChRIST＋ only for a time; much 


more will he renew his aſſults upon us again and again: nay, if a man is 


not watchful, but preſumptuous, “ he takes to him ſeven other ſpirits more 
wicked than htmſelf.” But if one conflict laſteth long, remember that this 
is alſo the caſe of others; and even the ancient fathers have gone under it 
till they were grey. At laſt the vigory will be the more {weet and glorious, 
Only above all things take the ſhield 1 of faith ; for faith alone triumphs, by 
which we are in covenant with Cnklsr, and he makes one cauſe with us. 


1 This is the grace that ſhall prevail 


»FTis faith that conquers earth and hell 
In the dccilive hour, 


By a ceſeſtial * 'r5 
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34 N O VE M B ER 30. 
Come, buy Without money and without price, Isa AH lv. 1. Come, for all things 
"ere wow ready, LUKE xiv. 179. Him (be it who it will) that comes to me, I 


 ewvilt in no wiſe caſt out, Jon vi. 37. 8 - 


OW could a tender mother's heart caſt out her ſick child calling for 
| help? Come, my poor ſoul, come only as well as thou canſt. Better 
to come in thy miſerable, unwilling, and lazy condition, than not at all. 
Do not imagine that it will be diſagreeable to CHRIST, if you muſt put a , 


Be 


conſtraint upon yourſelf, and cannot come, and pray to him with a ſenſible 25 
joy and ſtrong faith ; for he does not ſay, him that comes with a ſenſible oh 
ſtrong faith ; but him that comes,” without any limitation, I will in wy 
no wile caſt out.” {t is not requred to bring any money of our own wor- = 


.thineſs, but only the whole heap of our miſery along with us, and deſire 25 
grace, Gop does not look upon the ſenſible power; (ſor this is his parti- 


cular gift, which he could ſoon give, if need was) but upon the ſincerity, 1 
application, and earneſtneſs of a poor ſinner. John Bunyan very fitly com- * 
pares ſuch a one to a man who would fain ride a full gallop, whoſe horſe is hos 
hardly able to goa good trot. In this inſtanee the intention of the rider is w 
not to be judged by the flow paces of his horle, (which reſembles our cor- 5 
rupt and unwilling nature) but by his whippings, ſpurrings, and beatings = 


of the beaſt, 


See, deareſt Logy, our willing ſouls We bleſs the great Redeemer's love, 
Accept thine offer'd grace ; And give the Father praiſe. 


D E CE M 


Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil ævith good, Ro. Xit. 21. For, 


who is he that will harm you, if ye be fullowers of that which is good © 
EST. Ui. 13. 


HEREis none can harm you; for it is twice ſaid, All is yours, 1 Con. 111. 
21, 22. But what is mine muſt be ſerviceable and u fo me. We 
are told, Row, viii. 18, that all things, conſequently the very devils, with 
their whole armour, work together for our good, to make us more victo- 
rious and religious ; and having ſo many afliſtants, we mull at laſt be good 
indeed, For whatever wonld hurt us, if we take the right courſe, muſt 
rather ſerve for a {word of deſence in the hard of faith. For inſtance, if 
any thing contrary happens to you, do not look upon men, but directly 
upon Gop himſelf, as if you had to do with him alone, Therefore take it 


paticptly from his hands for your trial and humbling ; then you have a 


bleſſing directly. If you meet with ſtrong temptations, by the great cor- 
ruptions from within and without, let them make you only ſo mich more 
wiſe and careful as to think, becauſe there are Jangerous enemies, I mult 
watch and uſe all poſſible vigilance. And though it is right and necedfu} 


to deſpair of thy own ſofficiency and ſtrength ; yet if you keep and preis 
only lo much cloſer to Curisr in prayer and faith, like a child to its mo- 
ther, when it ſees a devouring bealt running upon it, all the evil will cer-— 


tainly turn to our good. 


How glorigus, Lox p, thy wiſdom ſhines, {| Thy pow'r is ſov re gn to fulfil 
And baffles Satzn's deep defigns ; The nobleſt counſels vi thy will, 
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Prayer Pall be made for ham contimually,.. and daily fall be be > 
PSALM Ixx11, 1h 


O What a condeſcending King, who can always. be approached! who 
would ngt pray? you ſay, O that my coldnels and indifference would 
permit me to do it! But are you not ſenſible of your wants and miſeries ? 
Ts not this coldneſs and back wardneſs miſery enough? Thefeſore you 
ought allo to pray, and pray moſt when you are ſo dull and drowſy ; elſe 
it will never be better with you. Ariſe therefore and pray, the god 
Spirit of Gop will aſſiſl you in it. Encouraged by the promiſes of a 
«* prayer-hearing Gov, and the ſpecial aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit in this 
5 work, we mutt even in the greateſt conflicts not omit to reſiſt the temp- 
tations of the devil. And though we have ſinned, not defer it long; 
but pray directly, and ſay, The Lope is merciful, and I am unw orthy 
and unable to pray; but Aas! what ſhall I do? ſhall I wait till I am wor- 
thy and able? O no, perhaps this time will never come; for J am al- 
ways a great, miſerable ſinner. A chriſtian ſtands always in need of the 
& Lord's prayer; for ſince the ſenſe and terror of fin does not leave him, 
he can never leave off prayer. O Lox, grant that this continual firs 
may never be extinguiſhed in my heart. 


Arle, my foul, from deep diſtreſs, G0 calls thee to his throne of; race, 
And baniſh every fear; To een thy ſorrows there. 


DE e E NM WR 5 


| What doft thou here, Elijah ? 1 KINOS xix. 19. 


ET this queſtion be ſuppoſed as addreſſed to us, What doft thou here in this world, into 

| L which thou art ſent? Art thou working © the work of him that ſent thee, or ſtanding 
all the day idle ?** How doſt thou acquit thyſelf in the duties of thy particular calling? Art 
thou up:ight, conſcientious, and ufeful therein? Art thou in the poſt aſſigned thee by heaven, 
truly called, and properly qualified for it ? or haſt thou obtruded thyſelf into it, without warrant 
dr invitation, and therefore haſt no cauſe to expect ſucceſs ? What doſt thou here in this retire- - 
ment? Is the world ſhut out of thy thoughts, and are the viſits of the bleſſed Spirit invited? 


What doſt thou here, if it be not thy wiſh and endeavour to have communion with the Father, 
| and with his Son IXS uS CHRIST What doſt thou here, if thy peace with am offended Gop is 
\ not already made, or moſt earneſtly deſired and ſought after? If tho. really wanteſt peace and. 
5 ſafety, plead the blood of Is us; flee to the city of refuge, before the purſuer of blaod oyertake 
thee, and thou periſh from the way, Remember Lot's wife, and look not behind thee, let 
5 thou become a monument of wrath, What aoft thou here, in times of irial and temptation z art 
3 thou flying from the danger, or boldly facing it in the narne and ſtreneth of the Logp? Art 
y thou aſhamed of the crots, or doſt thou willingly take it upon thee ? Elijah failed here, he 
' | fled from Jezebel, ſuch an one as Elijah feared ; howl fir-trees, if the cedars be thus ſh ken. 
8 What doſt thou here below ? Art thou for pitching thy tent on this fide Jordan, ſatisfied with 
thy preſent portion? Or art thou looking to a better country, to a city that hath foundations, 
bo * whoſe builder and maker is Gop?"? Life is uncertain, death approaches, the judge is at the 
b 2 door, then prepare to meet thy Gon,” RS 
18 


Arm me with jealous care, And O, thy ſervant, Con p, prepare, 
As in thy ſight to live; A good account to give | 
2 6 
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Mine eyes are ever towards the Lok D: for he ſhall pluck my feet out of the- 
wet, PSALM xxv. 15. Happy is the man that feareth alway, Prov. xxviii. 14. 


How long can ſome enemies hide themſelves with their nets before our 

eyes, and draw us in all on a ſudden. It is unſpeakable how cunning. 
and powerful our enemies are, how they lay in wait every where, that in all 
places and at all times we are ſurrounded, as it were, with many cruel mur- 
derers of ſouls. Bleſſed is he that keeps clear from ſelf-confidence; but ra- 
ther fearing always, ſays within himſelt, as ſoon as he awakes in the morning, 


Who knows what temptations I may meet with to-day? perhaps whe? 1 riſe, 


by the firſt ſtep my feet may be entangled in dangerous ſnares and nets. And 
as Telf-confidence always will, but true confidence in thee, O Lok p, never 
ſhall be aſhamed, Rom. ix. 33. grant, I beſeech thee, that diſtruſting myſelf 


_ 1 may fully put my truſt on thee, watching evermore in all things, and look- 


ing cautioully in all places about me, where there is any fear of danger. 
| * Whatever. I am about to do or to ſpeak, let me firſt look upon and converſe 


the power and craft of mine enemies, as in a ſtrong-hold; and confidently 


before me; becauſe he is at my right-hand, I ſhall not be moved,” 


God is my portiaqn and my joy; \ My ſoul would all her thoughts approve 
His counſels are my light; To his all- ſeeing eye: 
He gives me ſweet advice by day, Nor death nor hell my hope ſhall move, 


And gentle hints by night, 1 While ſuch a friend is- nigh. 
. | 5 


with thee; that thus keeping always cloſe to thee, I may be preſerved againſt 


ſay, according to thy own pattern, given PsaLM xvi. 8. ©] have ſet the Loxy 


<3 * 8 . * 4 4 * * 
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D E C E N 


My Father works hitherto, and I work, (as alſo the Holy Spirit) Jokx v. 17. 


O My poor ſoul, ſhould the bleſſed Trinity not be able to deſtroy the 


works of the devil, and fulfl his good-will in thee? O! yes, he 
works both to will and to do; and that every thing which is above your 
own power, he works, and nothing elſe. If you can do little, he works 
much; if nothing at all, ſo much the better, then he works all: For he 
is our All; ſince we ale nothing, and can do nothing. And happy are 
we that we can have him for our aſſiſtant in all things; and that the chil- 
dren of Gop are not required to direct their own ſteps, but ſhall be led by 
their heavenly Father, Now, O Loxzp, ſince by the will, guidings, and 
workings of my own heart, I throw only ſo many hindrances and blocks 
in my way; grant, I beſeech thee, that in true dependence on thee, I may 
venture every thing; and, deſpairing of my on luthciency, may always 


abide in thee, draw all neceſſary ſtrength from thee by prayer, and bring 


forth many good fruits which may laſt to eternity. For the power in me 
being an eternal power; thy work, weak as it ſeems now, will lalt eter- 
nally, and none ſhall be able to deſtroy it. | | 


Thy counſels, Lox b, ſhall guide my feet W hat if the ſprings of life were broke, 
Through this dark wilderneſs ; And fleſh and hzart ſhould faint, 
Thy hand conduct me near thy ſeat, | Gov iz my ſcul's eternal rock, 
To dwell before thy face, 5 | The ſtrength of ev'ry ſaint, 


Z 2 
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Draw nigh to GoD, and he will draw nigh to you. Reſt the dewil, and he 
ill flee from you, JaMEs iv. 7, 8. And thus the efec&ual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availed much, chap. v. 16, | : 


O My dear foul, draw nigh to Gov in prayer, and he will draw nigh to 

thee; be inſtant in it, and the devil cannot ſtand againſt thee: for 

| the incenſe of prayer chaſes all devils, as the ſmoke the bees; it works 
wonderful great things, and will make poſlible what ſeemeth moſt impol- 

| ſible. God having given thee many things already, this is a great encou- 

ragement to hope alſo for that which thou lackeſt yet. Therefore only 

pray confidently, and you ſhall receive evermore; tor unbelief is the only 

reaſon that Goa cannot work. wonders for us. | 


My God I bow before thy feet, | Creatures with all their charms ſhould fly 
| When ſhall my foul get near thy feat ? The preſence of a God ſo nigh ; 

1 When ſhall I ſee thy glorious face, My darling fins ſhould Joſe their name, 
With mingled majeſty and grace ? And grow my hatred and my ſhame, 


How ſhould 1 love thee, and adore, | My ſoul ſhould pour out all her cares, 

Wich hopes and joys unknown before! In flowing words or flowing tears ; 
And bid this trifling world be gone, Thy ſmiles ſhould cafe my ſharpeſt pain, 
Nor ſhall I ſeck my Cob in vain., 


3 wn ny lO ASSP wh 3? 
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Not teaze my he art, fo near thy throne, | 


| 
: 
| 
1 
4 
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There is none good but one; that is, God, MATT. xix. 17. But every imagi- 
nation of the thoughts of our hearts is only evil continually, GER. vi. 5. | 
1 5 Chriſtian feeling continually the vile corruption of his heart with 
grief, thinks himſelf to be the leaſt of all the laints; but a Hypocrite, 
having little ſenſe of ſin; takes himſelf to be better than others. Therefore 
we cannot be ſaid to have truly repented, except we have an experimental 
knowledge that there is no good in us, no, not ſo much as the leaſt degree. 
Nay, when we are even come to this, and are converted, we mult not pre- 
ſumptuouſlly imagine to have got over all the mouniains ; after many years 
we may ſee ſuch abominations, which we thought little of in the beginning. 
Conſequently, we have always reaſon to be afraid of our own hearts, and ſo 
depend entirely on free grace, like a poor penitent condemned malefactor; 
elſe the F hariſee will ſoon lift up his head again. But he that 18reallv con- 
vinced he is ſuch a miſerable loſt ſinner, and has no good in him by nature, 
pleading guilty in all things, and ſeeking «very thing freely in CHRIS, is 
actually partaker of all the merits of CHRIST, and can look upon himſelf 
as entiiely juſtified in him. Now, O Lob, grant that I may patiently 
know and cleanſe myſelf more and more; and though! cannot effect it by 
my own power, yet my comfort is, that thou art good alone, and art 
willing and able to work in me all that is good. 


Nature has all its glories loſt, No fleſh ſhall in thy preſence boaſt, 
When brought before thy throne. ; ut in the Lox p alone. 


2 


—— 


Take this child away, and ad it for me, and 1 with give thee uy 
Wages, EXOD, ii. 9. 


8 Moſes was ordered to be ſaved by the moſt cruel! enemy's 1 J 


ſo Satan himſelf, even when he meditates our deſtruction, muſt be 
a means of our life. See allo MATT. xii. 48. Whois my mother? &c. ISA. 
viii. 10. Chap ix.6. OLoxp Jzsvs, thou being allo a child born unte 
me, and I willing to receive thee as my ImMaNnuEL. thou wilt be my ſhield 


and excceding great reward, and defend me powerfully againſt all my 


enemies. O my dear Savior, ſince thou art mine, all is mine, even thy 


Father, thy Spirit, and thy heavenly glory; all accidents, all enemies muſt 


work for my good, and be inſtruments and miniſters of my falyation, O | 


that I may never fear any ching, but, thinking directly it is mine, may 


only make good uſe of every thing. Thus even the very worſt would 


turn to my greateſt bleii;ng; and without it perhaps I ſhould want as need- 
ful a thing, as a mill or a {hip does when deſtitute of wind and water, 


If thou art found a child of grace, To uſe and to enjoy them tos, 


My foul: ſurvey thy happineſs, | While the good Spirit ſhews us how 
H w richly | is the goſpel ford? If peace and plenty crown my days, 


All things are now the gift cf Gop, 
And purchas'd with our Saviour's blood: 


If bread ot ſorrows be my food, 
Thoſe ſorrows work my real good. 


What joy the promiſes afford | | | They help me Lox p, to ſpeak thy priſe < 


| 
I 
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Speaking unto yourſelves in pſalms and hymns, ERH. v. 19. Teaching and 
admoniſhing one another in pſalms and hymns, COL. iii. 16. 


Tf we are obliged to.promote the temporal good of our neighbour, how 


much more the ſpiritual, by edifying diſcourſes, But how'is it? The 
children of God, when ſomebody viſits them, (ſays a certain divine) are 
ſometimes troubled, and know not what diſcourſe to enter upon: at laſt 
they begin, if not entirely in vain, yet perhaps unprofitable diſcourſes, or at 


leaſt they ſuffer others to do it, and are filent at it. I will tell you what I * 
have done in ſuch caſes: I firſt prayed to Gop, ſaving, O good God, here: 


I receive a gueſt, and having nothing to ſet before and treat him with, I 
« pray thee to give me the right bread for him; which the LoD was pleaſed 
to hear in ſuch a gracious manner, that | could ſoon enter into an edifying 
diſcourſes, And thus we keep our conſcience clean, though perhaps the 
lips are frozen up. Some fooliſh philoſophers, to the great offence of 
others, mock at divine things, and even at prayer; as it natural reaſon 
and will was not corrupted, and highly wanted to be prayed for. But it 
is fulfilled with them, what St. Paul ſays, Row. i, 22. What will become 
of theſe poor {coffers upon their dying bed, and at the day of judgment. 
O that they would take warning while it is time. 3 
Now if ſome proper hour appear, I Bot let the ſcoffing ſinners hear 
Let none be over-aw'd; That we can ſpeak for Cop. 


HH DECEMBER 10. 


Tell his diſciples, and Peter (who was deeply fallen) eſpecially, Mar xvi. 
7. If any man fin, we have an advocate with the Father, IEsuS CHRIS 
the righteous .. or the whole world, 1 Joan ii. 1, 2. Wherefore lift up 
the hands which hang down, and ſtrengthen the feeble knees, Hep. xi. 12. 


| H AST thou been flack, unfaithful, and fallen away, O poor foul, thou 
J art not to make light of it: bu: why wilt thou continue in thy fal- 
len condition any longer and complain? Get thee up, and aſk pardon 
of Crxxist; he is ready to forgive and receive thee again, like Peter, 
„having received gifts for the rebellious.” Delay not to lay hold of thy - 
ranſom, which is greater than all the ſins of the world, conſidering tha tit Pe: 
is paid even for this very fin, whoſe remiſſion is purchaſed by it already, 
Therefore be not diſcouraged, much leſs ſuffer the temptation of drawing 
back to the world to prevail upon you. The Loxp even now reaches 
forth his bands to thee anew by this very word; come, lift thylelf up at it, 
and be careful for the time to come to be ſo much more cautious, humble, and 


14 
: 


3 . . 5 1 C 
gentle towards others; for a Chriſtian's feet will ſlide, hut only into humility. 4 
Salvation ! O the joyful ſound, Bury'd in e and in fin, ; 0 
"Tis pleaſure to our ears; At hell's dark door I lay; 2 


A ſov'reign balm for every wound, But I ariſe, by grace divine, 
A cordial for my fears, | Jo lee a heay'nly day. 


- 


Behold wwe come unto thee, JER. iii. 22. (and) I will come unto you, JOHN xiv. 
18. A lively repreſentation of this happy meeting, ſee Luke xix. 4, 5, 6. 
Zaccheus ran .. . . and CHRISH ſaid unto him, Make haſte, and come down, 
KW to-day I muſt abide at thy _— 


My dear Saviour, fince I coine to thee, id thou to me; we ſhall certainly 
meet one another. Who will oppoſe and obſtruct it? Devil and fin? O 

' ihis wall of 8 is pulled down. CHRIST ſays, Come unto me, I am 
not an angry judge, but a loving Mediator between Cop and thy frightened 
« conſcience ; keep to me, and fear not wrath. Why, therefore, I fit here, 
«that, believing 3 in me to make interceſſion for thee with GoD, no wrath nor 
« diſgrace can befal thee. Should wrath and puniſhment come upon thee, it 
© muſt firſt come upon me; which is quite impoſſible, ſince he is the dear Son 
6% of GoD, in whom dwells all the fulneſs of grace, and the Father looking 
* upon him, his wrath muſt vaniſh away, and every thing in heaven and 
earth be changed into ſmiles of love and grace,” EPH. i. 6—-Dangers and 
conflicts being hot, Gop haſtens with his aſſiſtance. At other times he tarries, 
and the work of our whole renovation goes on by little and little, that improv- 


| Ing in the exerciſe of patience and faith, we may alſo bear with others, and learn 
not only to quicken our diligence, but alſo to wait for him. 


In thine own ways, O Gop of love, Our ſouls' deſire is to thy name, 
We wait the viſits of thy grace; 


And the remembrance of thy face, 


reer E R 132. 
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Mine iniquities are gone over my head, as a heavy burden, they are too heawy 
| you nr, PSALM XXXVUL. 4. 


T is a ſure ſign that a man is awaked out of his ſleep, when he diſcovers 


aad ſees the error of his dream: in the drawing up of water out of a 
deep well, ſo long as the bucket is under water, we feel not the weight 
of it, but as ſoon as it cometh above water, it begins to hang heavy on the 


hand. When a man diveth under water, he feeleth no weight of the 


water, though there may be many tuns of it over his head, whereas 
half a tub full of the ſame water, taken out of the river, and ſet upon the 
fame man's head, would be very burdenſome to him, and make him ſoon 
grow weary cf it. In like manner, ſo long as a man is, as it weie; over- 
head in ſin, he is not ſenſible of the weight of fin, it is not troubleſome 


to him; but when he begins once to come out of that ſtate of ſin wherein 


he lay and lived before, then beginneth ſin to hang heavy upon him, and 
he groans under the weight thereof. So, ſo long as fin is in the will, the 
proper ſeat of fin, a man feeleth no weight of it, but, like a fool, it is 
tport and paſtime to him to do evil. It is therefore a good ſign that fin is 
removed out of its ſeat, out of its chair of ſtate, when it becomes ponder- 
ous and burdenſome to us; and ſuch a ſenſe of fin may well be conſidered 
as an entrance into a ſtate of grace. 


Re 
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Return, ye backſliding children, and I vill heal your backfiidings, JER. ili. 22. 


* See alſo LUKE xv. 20. ben he was yet a great way . 

: HEE therefore the voice of thy loving Father and Shepherd, O thou 
. backſliding child and loſt ſheep, crying earneſtly, Ræruxx, Rx- 
* TURN. Do not run on in the broad way with the world any longer. Are 
15 you not tired yet of the huſks of the world? Do you feel no troubles in 


your ſoul ? ſhall not theſe drive thee to Gop ? Lo! thy Father and Shep- 
w herd ſeeks thee. Heis gone forth to call and meet thee already. He will 
receive thee willingly and joyfully. Come only praying as the prodigal 
ſon, and he will freely forgive thee all, though thou hadſt ſinned ever 
ſo much. He is alſo able to heal and correct the moſt deſperate corruptions 
of thy heart; he can deliver thee from the very jaws of hell and the 
devil. Nay, if thou even waſt poſſeſſed with more than ſeven devils, he 
can ſtill caſt them out. Begin only to call upon him earneſtly in 
prayer, and, poor and wretched as thou art, come to him as the phy- 
fician of thy Joul; for the phyſician and the fick, the rich and the poor, 
are the beſt ſuited to one another. He healeth all our diſeaſes, and 
can make poſſible, what ſeems moſt impollible to thee. 


e 
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Come, all ye vileſt finners, come, His goſpel and his heart haye room 
He Il form your ſouls anew wd, For rebels, ſuch as you. 


REER MR E R 


Watch ye therefore and pray always, LUKE xxi. 36. Let us lay aſide every 
weight, and the fin which does ſo eafily beſet us, HEB, xii. 1 


HE hearts of men are not like unto clocks, which only want to be wound 

up once a day; O no! the dulneſs and diſtraction is too great and danger- 

ous. We muſt lift them many times a day, yea, watch continually to lay ande 
every weight. Our going out and coming in „ nay all things, even the very leaſt, 
we muſt do with prayer, always ſtrictly examining what is the will of the Loxp; 
elſe, if they are done after our own will, they do not tend to the glory of Gop, 
and cannot be attended with his bleſiing. But if we earneſtly ſtrive againſt 
our own will in prayer, willingly ſuffering every hour what the Logp thinks 
proper to lay upon us, and will be ruled by his hints, and flight ſtrokes of his 
rod, many heavy afflictions, ſcourges, and whips can be avoided; for the bur- 
dens which we bring upon ourſelves by our own will and impatience, are al- 


14. 


+ ways the heavieſt. A chriſtian has daily his proper burden and affliction, like 


a clock, its weights, by which the fleſh is kept under, ſo that the ſpirit can 
riſe up. Therefore when any thing comes croſs, he looks upon it as his weight 


for the day, to ſtir him up to the exerciſe of prayer and meditation in the word 
of Gov. 


be the cauſe of my own diſtreſs and dulneſs. 


Wait on the Lox, ye trembling ſaints, | H 


ell raiſe your ſpirit when it faints, 
And keep your courage up; 


And far exceed your hope, 


O LoRD, grant that I may always bear thy eaſy yoke, and never 


A 


DE S EB ME ES 
Side an account of thy fewardſbip, LUKE XVI. 22. 


Loxy, how have I waſted my time, goods, and faculties! O par- 

don me for thine infinite mercy's ſake; blot out my debt by thy blood; 
and grant, that keeping henceforth daily and hourly a good account, and 
acting more prudently, faithfully, and diligently, my reckoning may not 
be falſe at laſt. But preſerve me alſo from all needleſs cares; fince the 
care where to get ſomething is not the ſteward's buſineſs, but only to hul- 
band every thing faithfully. Teach me, O Loxp, and give me wiſdom 
„and grace to govern my houſe, and manage all my affairs rightly, Be 
thou the principal governor and father of my family; 1 will be nothin 
© but thy ſervant; direct me only in all things that I may not ſuffer or do 
& any harm.” He that does not expoſtulate with God, but, juſtifying him, 
accuſes himſelf to be guilty in all things, even in his beſt performances, 
will be juſtified again by him through the righteouſneſs of his dear Son. 


And being thus adopted of Gop, he is ready and willing to be governed 
and directed by him in all things as a child. 


That awful day will ſurely come, 
Th' appointed hour makes haſte, 
When I muſt ſtand before my Judge, 

And paſs the ſolemn teſt, 


Thou lovely chief of all my joys, 
Thou ſov'reign of my heart 

How could I bear to hear thy voice 

Pronounce the ſound, DzrartT ? 


* wy * 
. * — * 
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Examine yourſelves, evhether Jr be in the faith, Cor. xiii. 5. 


VI would be converted and become 3 if they did not pre ſumptuouſſy pretend to 
it, thinking they were not heathens, but had faith already. For ſuch as have actually 
fanth, often doubt whether they have any or not; and thoſe that are without, imagine they 
have enough. But faith is only wrought in the ſouls of thoſe who are deeply humbled by a 
thorough conviction of the greatneſs and heinouſneſs of their fins ; confefling themſelves not only 
with their lips, bu: with a trve ſenſe of their hearts, to be the cheif of ſinners; and looking 
upon themſelves as the mf unworthy of all creatures, Without this repentance we do not 


enter through the right gate, and our faith is a falſe imagination, For faith is the greateſt and 
moſt difficult thing, even to a chiid of God; it receives CuRIS＋T into the heart, and overcomes 


the devil, world, and all fins; which is not eafily done, Therefore, if the generality of people 


bad true faith, ncthing was eafier than that; for what can be eaſier than to conceive thoughts 


and imaginations of any thing? then there would be no need to pray for faith to ſtrive and exa- 


mine ourſelyes ; conſequently theſe words were ſuperfluous in the Bible. For ſuch a faith hag. 


every one, even the moſt wicked. But they deceive themſelves, for faith is ſaid to be the vic- 
tory over the world. And if the firſt Chriſtians had need to examine themſelves, how much 


more have we? Therefore, the beſt and ſafeſt way je, to pray earneſtly for that faith which has 
boldneſs, and el even in death. 


O Logy, thy grace and power diſplay, hue me in thine appointed way, 
Let.guilt and death no longer reign ; Nor let Ty bumble faith be vain. 


E CE 17. | 251 


For thy name's ſake lead me and guide me. Pull me cut of the nel, &c. Psa lu 
XXX1. 3—5. When the ark ſet forward, Moſes ſaid, Riſe up, LoRD, aud let 
thine enemies be ſcattered; and let them that hate thee, fee before thee, 
NUMB. x. 35. 85 


VERY one having his own particular giſt, has alſo his own particular 
enemies, who lay various nets and chindrances in his own Way. 

But as every body mult clear the way for a king when he travels; much 

more ſo our enemies, when the King of kings guides us and goes before 

us. Grant only, O Lozp, that all my goings and reſtings may be done 

at thy will, NUxg. iv. 17-23. Be glorroully pleaſed to go always before 


me, and to make room, that mine enemies may be icattered and fal! 


into their own nets. For thou, who dwelleſt in heaven, Jaugheſt at all, 
even mine inward ſpiritual enemies; and art willing and able to confound 
the greateſt craft and power even of the moſt inveterate and dangerous. 
And * ſince thou enlighteneſt my darkneſs, and art a buckler to all thoſe 
: that truſt in thee ; and not only teacheth my hands to war, but even 
* fighteſt for me as the Gop of my covenant,” PsaLu xvul. 23—36.) * 
mall ſurely come off more than conqueror. 


* 


Great Gop, preſerve my conſcience clean; My faith would ſeiz2 ſme premiſe, Lors; 
Waſh me fi om guilt, fubdue my ſin; There's power and ſafety in hy werd: 
Tby love ſhail guard me from ſurpriſe, Not all that earth and hell can fay, 


Tho threat'ning dangers round me riſe. | Shall tempt or nne my ſoul away, 
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— And Moſes ſaid unto them, This is the bread, which the Loxp hath given 
i yon to eat, Exop. xvi. 16. 


* 


HIS marma was entirely different from the common manna, which 
is ſhook from the leaves of trees, and uſed only in medicine; this 


dropped down from the clouds, and was truly a miraculous production, 


as is evident from the following circumſtances ; that it fell but ſix days 
in the week ; that it fell in ſach a prodigious quantity as ſuſtained almoſt 
three millions of ſouls ;—that a double portion of it fell the day before 
the Sabbath, and none on that day, &c. | 

This manna is called“ ſpiritual meat,” 1 Car. x. g becauſe it was typi- 
cal of ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things. Cus isr himſelf is the true 


manna, the bread of life, of which that was a figure, Joun vi. 49—51. 


The word of Goo is the manna, by which our ſouls are nouriſhed, Marr. 
iv. 4. The comforts of the Spirit are © hidden manna,” Rev. ii. 17. 
Theſe come down from heaven, as the manna did, are the ſupport and 
comfort of the divine life in the ſoul, while we are in the wilderneſs of this 
world. The manna they gathered in the wilderneſs was not to be hoarded 
up, but eaten; ſo they that have received CnrtsT, muſt by faith live upon 
him, and not receive his grace in vain; they that did eat manna in the 
wilderneſs hungered again; whereas they that feed cn CHRIST, by faith 
ſhall never hunger. Lox, evermore give us this bread!” 


1 


22 


* 
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DE C EF.M F E'W I 
What wilt thou, Queen Efther ? and what is thy requeft ? It ſhall be even given 
| | thee to the half of the kingdom, ESTHER v. 3. 
\ OST thou want nothing, O poor ſoul! Haſt thou nothing to aſk ? O 
ves! you fay, a great deal. WelFthen, draw near to thy gracious King 
and Bridegroom without fear. Lo! he holds out his golden ſceptre to thee, 
ſaying, Aſk, only aſk, not only the half, but my whole kenny ſhall be 
granted; nay, I will give myſelf unto thee. O dear ſoul, pray, and tell him 
every thing that is wanting, be it ever ſo great or ever fo ſmall, His loving 
kindneſs will hear even the leaſt petition; nay, he will pretend to be igno- 
rant of what thou doſt not tell him. But whatever is peured out before him, 
is actually addreſſed and lodged in its proper place, and does not he upon 
thy heart any longer, but upon his heart, which cannot reſt till you are re- 
lieved. And fince you have experienced his aſſiſtance fo often, in greater 
and leſſer things, you may depend upon his being as willing and able now 
to help thee out of all troubles, We often imagine we are willing, and draw- 
ing near him, but he was unwilling, and refuſed our requeſt: but it is n 
ſo, he rather draws us, and deſires our relief more than we do; for i 
he that works even this willing mind. | h 
Ate 1h..ſe the haopy perſons here, Go then, my ſoul, addre's the Son, 
Who dwell the ceare{t io their Gop ? To lead thee near the Father's face 
Has Gop invited ſinners near ? | Gaze on his glories vet unknown, - 


And Js us bought this grace with blood? | And iafte the bleſſings of his grace. 
. 3 Aa | 


e EMB ER 20 
What wilt thou that I Shall do unto thee? Luxe viii. 18. 
Loa p, doſt thou aſk me alſo this queſtion? O yes! Well then, I 
” anſwer, That I may ſee how gracious thou art; that knowing thy 
love in thy light, I may love thee again. This is the ſum and ſubſtance 
of all my prayer; becauſe thou requireſt it ſo ſeriouſly of me,-1 Cor. xvi. 
22. But thou doſt not require it as of myfelf, well knowing that 1 can do 
nothing: but-figntfieſt only what I am to-aſk of thet, and what thou art 
willing to give and to work, For thou doſt not require any thing, but 
what thou workeſt thyſelt; and workeſt every thing, what thou requireſt. 
Therefore, faith and love being required by thee, 1 require the ſame from 
-thee again. Grant, O grant them to me, that I may return them to thee 
again. And ſince nothing is pleaſing to thee, but what is thy own giſt, I 
Wl truſt that thou wilt certainly hear and fulfil this my requeſt. However, 
as my ſalvation is not grounded on my own, but on thine and thy Father's 
4 love and counſel, to ſave me by fiee grace through thy merits 1 go ON, co- 
= vered all over with grace and pardon. This is treaſure enough, by which 
| my heart can be well ſaified, _ 188 


* 


oo He that can ſhake the worlds he made, Our ſorrows and our tears we pour 
1 Or with hie word, or With his rod; Into the boſom of uur God; vt 
_ His goodnels how amaz'ng great |! I He hears us in the mournful hour, 


And what a condeſcendivg God! Aug helps to bear the heavy load. 


. 
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ve are ſtirring up the waſp-neſt of our unruly thoughts, and bring mare 
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In returning and ref ſhall ye be ſaved, in quietneſs and confidence ſpall be your il 
firength, Is A. xxx. 15. In your patience poſſeſs ye your ſouls, LUKE xxi. 9. 
HRISTIANS muſt ſuffer patiently. This is their armour, Gop fight- Wl 
ing for and aſſiſting them. But when we are unwilling to ſuffer, 
going about to make complaints every where, and to ſeek human comfort, 
or to 11d ourſelves, we beg and loſe the comfort and aid of the Laxp; 


trouble upon ourſelves and others; nay, we are fighting againſt Gop, Ii 
who thereby intends to cure our impatience, pride, and anger. For the 
more we are peeviſh and wild, the more deſperate is our diſeaſe ; and 
conſequently we have ſo much more need of ſuch ſharg but wholeſome } 
trials of afflictions, to mortify theſe wild 3 of the fleſn. Therefore 
we mult not preſume to murmur or complain, which will only make bad 
worſe: For he that will avoid ane troudle, prog runs into ten others. ll 

Sometimes it is poſſible and eaſy to rid ourſelves, but the help is not ſa 

glorious and bleſſed, as if we had waited for the help of the Loy. 


Sute I muſt bear, if 1 would reign; - Muft I be carry'd to the ſkies, 
Increaſe my courage, Loxp! ; | On flow'ry beds of eaſz, : 
Tu bear the toil, endure the pain, While others ſuffer'd for the prize, 


Supported by hy word, And ſail'd through bloody ſeas? 
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boſo howeth inflruftion, loves ' knowledge; but he that hates reproof, is brutiſh, 
OE RN „ ei . 


HEREFORE we ſhould take and make the beſt of the reproofs o +» 
others, though they were not without blemiſnes; and not be like 
thorns and briers, pricking and hurting thoſe that touch them. Nothing . 
Can be ſaid ſo bad of us, which we have not the roots of in our heart. And 
though we are convinced of and ſtrive againſt ovr own weaknels, yet it 
may not be ſo earneſtly that we conquer. Therefore Gov comes to our 
al ſtance in a ſharp reproof of others; for he knows how to uſe even the 
faults of others to our good. And if we receive every thing as, from him 
alone, ſtriving ſo much againſt this our frailty, that we may not be of- 
tenave to our neighbour any more, we certainly gain a great victory and 
bleſſing. But if we grow impatient, and make many excuſes, being un- 
walling to put up any thing, we make evil worſe, and negle& the amend- 
ment of ourſelves and others.-O Lok p, make us better, and give us patience, 


How ſhould the ſons of Adam's race | To vindicate my words and thoughts 
Be pure before their Gop ? I'it make no more pretence ; 
If he contend in righteouſneſs, Not one-of all my thouſaud faults 


„We fall beneath his rod. | Can bear a juſt defence, 


DECEMBER 29 


Be ye holy, * I am boly, : 1 PETER i. 16, 


OLINESS Is a plant of the Lox D's own planting; ; its root is nouriſhed by the waters of 

life, and the dew of grace lags contingally on its branches; it is not to be found on na- 

ture's ground in its bigheſt improvements: Morality ſaith it is not in me, it grows only in the 
garden of grace; there mt be a union with CuRI187 by faith, a new nature, anc a new heart, 
for holineſs to firike root in, before the fruits thereof can be produced in life and converſation. 
© Bulineſs, (faid a great writer,) appeared to me to be of a ſweet, pleaſant, charming, ſerene, 
calm nature; brinzing an inexpreffible putity, brightneſs, peaceableneſs, and raviſhment to 
te the ſoul; it makes the ſoul ile a field or garden of Gov, with all manner of pleaſant flowers, 
« all pleaſant, delightfe!, and undiſturbed; enjoying a ſweet calm, and the gentle vivifying 
e beams of the fun, The ſoul of a true chriſtian appeared like ſuch a little white flower, as 
« we fee in the ſpring of the year, low and humble on the ground; opening its boſom to xe- 
© ceive the plezfant beams of the ſun's glory ; rejoicing as it were, in a calm rapture, diffuſing 
around a ſu ee fragrancy ; ſtanding peaceably and lovingly in the midſt of other flowers raund 

© about, and in like manner opening their boſoms to drink in the light of the ſun, Holineſs is 

« 30 excellent thing; it puts a glory upon all other grages; it carries a graceful majeſty along 
% with it; beholders are aſtoniſhed at it; oppoſers cannot but admire it.“ Reader, are you 


ſuch a flower, fuch a plant of renown? then look forward with rapture to the paradiſe above, 
where holineſs will bloom for ever, Sis 
Aa 3 
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For 3 Kall it be baba bere, that 1 and thy people have found grace in 
thy fight? Is it not in that thou goeft with us ? So ſhall we be ſeparated, I 
and thy. people, from all the people that are Fun the face of the earth, Exo. 
Xxxili. 15. 


that in all your removals, God's preſence may go with you? That you be 
path of duty ? Are you waiting upon the Lox, earneſt to ſerve him in ſincerity 
« ne wing of your mind,” and defirous to be numbered with his ſeparate people? 


was a diſtinguiſhing privilege of the Iſraelites, that they were to dwell alone, and 
not to be reckoned among the nations; and it is the privilege and duty of the 
1 ſpiritual lirael, to be ſeperated and diftin& from the world; they are a ſeparate 


grace made with them in him; in effectual vocation ; in their being ſeated with 
him at his right hand in the day of judgment; and in their being with him to 
all eternity. Nor are they reckoned among the nations, but as they are called 
out of them, and generally treated as the refuſe and off-ſcouring of all things, 
1 they do not reckon themſelves to be of the world, but as pilgrims and ſtrangers 
in it. Lon, let my lot be among thy ſeparate People, the righteous, both 
no and for evermore, 


EADER; do you adopt the TROY of Moſes, and requeſt with TI [gel 
not permitted to ſtir without this diſtinguſhing teſtimony, that you are in the 
and truth ; not being conformed. to this world, but transformed by the re- 


Then you may expect the divine bleſſing, and your way to be proſperous. It 


people in the love of God; in their election in CHRIST; in the covenant of 


— 
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And thou ſpbalt call bis name Ixsus; for he Hall ſave bis people from their fins, 
| ns ot» RATS L005 9 F 


DOIN is the deadlieſt foe we have; it caft our firſt parents out of paradiſe; it deſaced God's 
image in man; it brought pain, fick neſs, and death into the world, a ſpiritual death into the 
ſoul; it cauſes a diſtance from Gob, and a diſlike to his holy Ways; it gave Satan an interefh in, 
and a power over minkind; it once drowned the world, and will deſttoy it at laſt; it expoſes 
body and ſoul to the juſt judgmeut of a holy God, and will fink every anpardonable - offender 
into everiaſting perd\cion. How is the deadly foe to be canquered ? How is this fretting Eproſy 
of the ſoul io be cleanſed? Reader, be caretul in this matter, and ſeek after a remedy that will 
be laſt ng and efficacious Duties, prayers, tears, ſacrifices, morality, and pertial reformations, 
| avail no hing inth's caſe z all below CHRIST Jxsds will prove phyficians of no valve, Jrs Ut 
is ihe only Saviour, Cob the Father ſent him into the world to ſave finners, his name implies 
the ſame, he is called JIxsus, for he ſhall ave his people from their fins,” his blood is the 
only propitiaton for fin; this ſprinkled upon the heart by the Spirit, ard apprehended by faith, 
1emoves the guilt and curſe of ſui, ſpeaks pardon and peace, his grace breaks the power, and 
turns our love to it into an utter hatred of it; thus is holineſs ſecured in the heart and.walk, as 
well a> peace in the conſcience, He will ſave from the very being of fic, after the conſtict be- 
tween ficſh and ſpirit is over; bis people are all that believe in him, and cepend vpon him for 
pardon, peace, and everlaſting ſalvation, In that happy number, Reader, may thou and I be 
found; may we be enabled to look to him, to receive him as our Loxd ]x$us, able and Wi- 
ling to ſave to the very uttermoſt. And may we walk as the redeemed of the Lonp, in rights» 
oulneſs and irve holineſs all the days of our fe, Amen, - 
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ee out your heart before Gam; PSALM Ixii. 8. 


be” - Wu. a different view does this 2n' mated text give of Praying, oppoſed to the ofual ex- 


preſſion of s AVN G our. Prayers; ſaying what our books or our parents teach us; faying 


What we have been long uſed to ſay, perbaps of our own compoſing, in a formal and cuſtomary 


manner. To your gur our hearts, is fimilar to emptying a veſſel of all its con.ents. ſo that 
nothing remains; and, O! What a pleaſing, awful, important thing muſt this bez whatever is 
in: my heart, my guilt or fears, my fins or ſorrows, my cares and croſſes, my wants, my 
dangers, m my weakneſſes, temptations, darkneſs, and ignorance, my doubts and anxieties reſpect⸗ 
ing both bedy and foul, wWyielf and others, the church and the world, every thought that 
atiſes relating eicher to paſt, pre ſent, or future, 1 have leave to empty myſeif of, to pour out by 
drops, or in a mote copious ſt eam, till nat one burden remains, and this not dy nel, or be- 


fore men, for what help can I get from either? but before Gp, who is a prayer. hearing God, 


both able and willing to relieve, and who will not turn away from his feif-emptving creatmes, 


but will fill them with his conſolations, which are neither few nor ſmell. He can ſend x An 
nah away no longer ſad, can ſay Son, or saughter, be of good cheer, thy fins ate tyrgiven 


* thee,” and ſend an inſtroQor to an inquiring Cornelius to inform him what he mutt 60. No 
wonder then that real prayer is ſo much unknown, or is ſuch a cordial when it is mede before 


Him, who is a refuge for us. Away then for ever with the prayer of the forma] i, may | learn 


fervency of devotion from my heavenly Maſter, who in h's agony prayed till draps of vluod fell 
wn, and in all my forrows and diſtreſſes, ſpiritual and temporal, in life and in dean, like 
may I be heard of my heavenly Father in the things that I fear. To a ſufferins Je805s I 

loot for pardon and cleaffing ; O let me be accepted in the Beloved, and purged daily from my 

ines, and ſo become a veſſel to 22g ſanQified for the makler $ uſe for ever, Aman. 
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By the grace of Gon I am what I am. Born again, ot of. corruptible ford; but 


of incorruptible, by the word of Gon. - As new-born babes deſire the fencere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 1 ORs XV. 10, 1 PET. i. 23. 
and chap. ii. 2. 


HAT made the wonderful difference between Saul the Phariſee and Paul the Chriſtian ? 

GRACE. What made him trample upon his former legal righteouſnefaeſs, and de- 
firous to be found in the righteouſneſs of CRRIST ? Gx AE, Yluminating grace. Whereis 
confitis the d ference between the mere moralift and the real chriſtian ? Thefe may be a moral 
deportment where there is no grace, no principle of faving divine faith ; there may be the fear: 
of the Lord, taught by the precept of men, and not by the Spirit of Gop, One may attend 
che externals. of cell gion; may have a regwd to outward decency; may have a name to live 


while dead; be high in profeſſion, and at the ſame time a ranger to the power of godlicels 5 


many things autwarcly decent and praiſe-worthy may be done without a EY of grace 1 in the 
heart, witce's Paul before his converfion. 

Have I this Principle called GRACE, in my foul? Have 1 been born of the incorroptible 
feed ? Have I got the taſte of a child of Gop? have 1 taſted that ihe Lord is gracious ? Them 
will 1 deſiie the fincere milk cf the word: the babe loves the pure miik from the breaſt, 'l will 
love the milk of the pure word, and from theſe breaſts of conſolation will ſeek comfort and 
nouriſhment fer my ſoul. Redeeming love ſhall be my delightful theme; it will ſweeten every 
thing in the ſervice of ]xsus, will conſtrain to extenſive uſefulneſs in my ſphere of 1; fe z the 
grace of Gop in CnAIS Tf Jzsus will enlarge my views, keep me humble in heart, and give the 


praiſe where alone it is due, Through the fiacere mill of the word may 1 gow daily, and be 


ncuriſhed vp to eter nal life, Ama. 
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= We mul all appear before the judgmentſ-eat of CHRIST, 2 Con. v. 16. 
A ND are there ſcoffers; who madly walk after their own luſts, and queſtion 
A the coming of the Lon d? The hour haſtens, when infidelity ſhall doubt 
no more; „ Fhe Loy o himfelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with 
the voice of the arch - angel, and with the trump of Gop.” How will finners. 
fade away, and be afraid in their cloſe places, when, viſible to all, the Judge 
Rall appear on his great white throne, and from his face the earth and the 
heaven flee away? Before him ſhail ſtand the whole race of man, ſmall and 
great, and by the teſtimony of Gop, and their own conſciences, it ſhall be 
= fully proved, and openly declared what they have been, and what they have 
1 »Gone.—Then fentence moſt righteous, irrevocable, and big with eternity, 
4 mall be pronounced. — n the wicked, everlaſting puniſhmeat ; on the righ- 
= tcous, life everlaſting ! Meditate terror, you obſtinate tranſgreſſors, behold he 
= cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall fee him; they alſo, which pierced 
kim, and all the wicked kindreds of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him. 
Now, now is the accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation; now em- 
brace him, as your offered, your all- ſufficient Saviour; fo ſhall you be for 
ever delivered from him as your angry Judge. If this you neglect, how ſhall 
vou abide the day of his coming in flaming fire, to take vengeance on all them 
that know not Gop, and who obey not the goſpel ? Lift up thy head, my 
foul, none elſe is judge but Cukis r; will he, who bore my ſins, plead againſt 
me in judgment? No, but he will put ſtrength in me; I know in whom I 0 
dave believed, and that he is able to keep that ſalvation of my foul, which! Le: 
Mee committed to him againſt that day. 1 
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We being maßy are one body in CurtsT, and every ene members one & another, 
ROM. Xii. 5. 

The bleſſed communion of ſaints! one member has the benefit of all 

the other members gifts, prayers, and miniſtrations. One prays for 

all, and all pray for one, What one has, the other enjoys allo. It may 


| be truly ſaid of them, ALU is Yours There is no envy, no hanghtinels, 


no ſtrife or harm; for why ſhould I envy that which is my own? why 
ſhould I deſpiſe that which ſerves for my neceſlary aſſiſtance? and why 


ſhould I ſtrive againſt and hurt him, whoſe hurt is my own ? Is there any 


ſtrife or colliſion between the members of our natural body? By no means; 
they all ſerve, help and aſſiſt one another; and if one be injured and ſuf- 
ſers, all the reſt, as it were, run to its relief, and are neither tired or angry 
if the healing does not ſollow immediately, O Logo, unite us all into 
ſuch a communion and general ſympathy. and ſtop all open and ſubtle di- 
viſions amongſt our members, wha pretend to ſomething extraordinary, 
and to be wiſe above the reſt, Relirain that mean ſectarian and ſelf con- 
ceited ſpirit of the world, franting true humility to all; then we ſhall ivg 
in a ſolid union and uninterrupted harmony. | 


And tune our hearts and tongu*s fo ſing, 


O glorious portion of the ſints ! 
« Al] glory to our fov'reign K ng. 


Let love ſuppreſs our ſore complaints, 
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rieſemble one another in mutual love, and in love to all that bear their maſter's image. 
© are the epiſtle of Cnr Is, as ſealed by his ſpirit to the day of redemption; are enabled to'ſhew 
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Foreſmuch as ye are manifeſtly declared to be the epifile of Cn RIST, mniniflered by 
, written, not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living Gop, not in 
fables of ſtone, but in the fleſbly tables of, the heart, 2 COR. iii. gz. © | 


28 f 21 HE image is beautiful and inſtructing.—“ The epiſtle of CarrsT written (not in tables 


of ſtone) not on à ſtony obdurate hea-t, but on a heart of fleſn; a heart ſoftened by 
grace, and made ſuſceptible of good impteſſions:— The heart, the ſeat of vital religion, So 
runs the gracious promiſe, IE R. xxx'e 33. | Beck bo | 
The word read and preached is ipeffectual without the operation of the Spirit of Gon. By 
the Spirit chriſtians are caſt into the goſpel mold; thereby get evangelical, ſpiritual, and heaven- 
Iy diſpoſitions ; their reſemblance to CAR IS T is gradually increaſed ; they have the witneſs in 


themiplves ; have the comfortable experience that they are Cas rsz7's, when they can read his 


Image on their hearts, —They are. manifeſtly declared to others, that they are the epiſtle of 
CazrsT, by their good converſation and conduct in the world, conteſſing him before men, and 
ipeeking forth his ptaiſe, ** Holineſs to the Lon'p,'? is inſcribed on this epiſtle. They alſo 

They 


forgh che trath, reality, and power of religion in times of affliction, and often at a dying hour, 
Am I the epiſtle of CMR IST? Do I read the epiſtles of Cux 1s T in my Bible? Do I ſee the 
finger of Gop in this divine book ? Do I read the mind of Cup chere? O blefled diſcovery |! 
What condeſcending grace ! The great Cop by his ſpirit to dictate epiſtles fo loving and kind! 
The great Gop, whom I have offended, to ſend me a pardon, not only in his woid, but by his 
Son alſo ! Do I read the word of reconciliation in his goſpel? Do theſe glad tidings of great joy 
revive my drooping ſpirits? I would read this epiſtle from h:aven over and over again. O how 
much do I find in it, while the Lox p the Spirit- opens the unde ſtanding to underſtand the 
ſcriptures] | | . | 
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| ALLELUTA, Rev. xix. 1. 40 
nov dia begin the year, O my ſoul, with an Hos ANNA, imploring the Lon 0's bleſf.. ; 


ing, canſt thou now conclude it wWuh an ALLELU:A? Surely thou canſt celebrate the 
praiſe of a gracious and loving God ? Take a review of the year paſt 3 haſt thou not had many 


mercies? Have not the eyes of the Lox b been upon thee for good from the beginn ng of the 


year to the ending therecf ? Hath he not conducted thee through many ſeen and many more un- 
ſeen dangers? Canſt thou not with truth as well as gratitude ſet up thine Ebenezer, ſayi 

% Hitherto the Lonx p hath helped me, 1 Sam, vii. 12, If thou haſt not been fo fruitful in 
good works as might lave been expected, is thy Lox to blame, or thyſelf ? Whatever good 
has been done in thee or by thee, ſurely belongs to the favour of God ; and whatever has cauſed 
ſhame or humiliation, is no where chargeable but upon thyſelf, © Praiſe the Logp then, 
O my ſoul, and all that is within me praiſe his holy name; praiſe the Lonx d, O my ſoul, 
& and forget not all his benefits; who forgiveth all thy fins, and healeth all thine infirmities ; 
„ who ſaveth thy life from deſtruAion, and year after year crowneth thee with mercy and lov- 


„ ing kindneſs ;** and will at laſt crown thee with everlaſting glory. Thou wilt ſoon, O 


ſoul, enter upon another year; let dear-bought experience teach thee to avoid all occaſions of 
evil, and keep thee cloſe to thy Gop. If thou liveth to ſee another day ſet out afreſh, and re- 
me uber to offer ti y daily ſacrifice of obedience as well as of praiſe to thy gracious God. Let 
every revolving da and year remind thee of a diſſolution of thy clay tenement, and that happy 


period when thou ſhalt ſing uninterrupted Alleluias before the throne of Gop and the Lamm for 
Ever and ever. Fs £5 | 


This God is the Gep we adore, _. *Tis Ixs us, the Firſt and the Laſt, 

Our faithful, unchangeable fend 3 W hoſe Spirit ſhall guide us ſafe home; 
Whoſe love is as great as his power, We'l! praiſe him for all that 1s paſt, 

And neither krows meaſure nor end, And truſt him for all that's to come. 
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Behold theſe three years I come. ſeeking for fruit on this fip-tree, and find none; 
cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground - Lok p, le: ib alone this year alſo, 
fill I Gall dig about it, and dung it: and if it bear fruit, well : and if not, 
then after that thou ſhalt cut. it n LUKE xlii. 79. 


HOU fruitleſs fiv-tree, tha barren profeſtor, doſt thou hear this, and not tremble ? Gow 
is come ſeeking fruit; will thy tare profeſſion, thy knowledge of the principles of reli 
ion, ſatisfy the great God? Will the notions of truth in thy head, thy talking and oiſputing, 

thy hearing the word preached, thy commending or cenſuring ſermons and preachers, juſt as 
thou art in the mood, Well this ſerve thy turn? and wilt thou thus endeavour to werd off the | 
heart-ſearchirg GoD? Know thou, Gop is come to ſeek for fruit, good fruit, and precious from 
thee z not the fruit of good words 'oolv, but the fruit of good works 3 not the truit of talking 
well, but of walking well, the fruits of holineſs in life od converſation ; fruit ſhort of th's 
os will not regard, If thy conſcience s awakened, look to thy merciful High 2 conſidet ; 
welk his inte ceſſion for ſuch a barren ſoul as thou art, Lok p, let it alone. &c. Father let 

this man live one year icnger; O urn away from this thi ine anger; I will yet * nk may be - 
dont; 1 will teke other methods; I will try what corrections may do, perhaps the rod may 
work more vp. n bim n my wad has hitherto done, and may tend to make his bat ren heart 
fruitful; I will 21o ſtit up m+ ſervants to aweken him by a more ſhaip and ſearching manner; 
and if theſe n:w eforts de dleſſed to him all ſhad yet be well, thy grace magnified, and his toul | 
"fa; ed ; ; if vo: „ then a choc ſhalt cut him don. 

| 
If under means of grace 5 Thy Gop may Wh 6 

No fruits of grzce appear, At length he'll ſtrike the threaten'd blow, 
It is a dcadful caſe; 7 5 Aud Jay thy barren fig-tree iow. 


1 e 
ee 4 PRAYER for Chriſtian Graces. 


) 9 He holy Lozgp Gop Almighty, who art, and waſt, and art 25 

> come; who is a God like unto thee, glorious in holineſs, fearful in 
_ praiſes, doing woncers? Thou art the bleſſed and only Potentate, the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords, who only haſt immortality ; dwelling in the 
| light which no man can approach unto, whom no man hath ſeen, or can 


0 ſee. Thou + t a God at hand, and a Gop afar of; none can hide him- 
c ſelf in ſecret places where thou canſt nct ſee him, for thou filleſt heaven | 
n and earth; thine eyes are in every place beholding the evil and the good: 
8 thou ſearcheſt the heart, and trieſt the reins, even the thoughts and in- 
8 ents of the heart are naked and open before thee. 3 = 
et I know, O Loxp, that thou canſt do every thing; power belcngs to. 
de thee, and with thee nothing is impoſſible; what thou haſt promiſed thou 
7 Þ} art able alſo to perform. ' hou art good, and doſt good; good to all, and 
8 thy tender me cy is over all thy works: O that thou wouldſt cauſe thy 
I 


N goodneſs to paſs before me, that I may taſte and lee that the Loxw is good 7 
| and have bis loving-kindneſs always before mine eyes. | 


- 
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0 my Gop, I am 1 and bluſh to lift up my face beſore thee, my 


thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth, and put my mouth in the duſt, 
x ſo be there may be hope, crying out, Unclean, unclean. If I juſtify 
Papel, my on mouth ſhall i hog! pany me; if 1 ſay J am perfect, that 

& alfo ſhall prove me perverſe; for if thou contend with me, I am not 
able to anſwer thee one in a thouſand : ng [ was ſhapen in wicked- 
& nels, and in fin did my mother conceive me; for who can oring a clean 
thing out of an unclean?” My eta being allenated from the 
hfe of God, through the ignorance that is in me, becauſe of the blindneſs 
of my heart. 

I have within me a carnal mind, which is enmity againſt Gop; my 
neck has been as an iron finew, and I have made my heart as an ada- 
mant; I have refuſed to ren, nave pulled away the ſnoulder, and 
have Ropped my eats like the deaf adder : O how I have hated inſtruc 


as without Gop' in the world. My heart hath watked after vanity and 
become vain, I have ſet my affections on things beneath, have [lowed 
aſter lying vanities, and forſoken my own mercies, I. have forſaken the 
hving waters, for ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no water; 


-— > © 


there is in me a bent to backilide ſrom the i:ving Gov; my heart 18 


Goo; for my iniquities are increaſed over my head, and my treſpaſs 
is grown up unto the heavens; behold, I am vile, what ſhall I anſwer 


** 


tion, add my heart deſpiſed reproot? I have forgotien GoD, and lived 
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deceitful above all things, and deſperately. wicked, it ſtarts afide like a 


ERR = any Papas — r 1? | 4.197 cf 4b. 10 J fa" ste > . 
broken bow. The whole head is fick, the whole heart faink from the 


e ſole of the feet, even to the head, there is no ſoundnels in me, but 
13 34144448 f--5 os BE - 
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& wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores.” -. Th 

| Lond, I come to thee. as the poor publican, and I pray his prayer, © Gop 
« be merciful unto me, a finner}” the God of infinite mercy be merciful 


to me. G with me thoroughly from my wickedneſs, and Qeanſe me 


from my fin ; for I'acknowledge my tranſgreſſions, and” my fin is ever be- 
fore me. O purge me with hy o , and I ſhall be clean; waſh me, and I 
ſhall be whiter than ſnow ; hide thy face from my fins, and blot out all 
mine iniquities. Let me be juſtified freely by thy grace, through the redemp- 
tion of }esus: Take away all mine iniquity, and receive me graciouſly ; 
heal my backſlidings, and love me freely ; and let thy anger be turned 
away from me, for in thee the fatherleſs findeth mercy. I will fay unto 
Gov, do not condemn me, but deliver me from going down into the pit, 
for thou haſt found a ranſom. 1 have linned, Father, againſt heaven and 

before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy fon ; but I have an 


Advocate with Thee, Jesus Cusist the 'righteous, and he is the propiti- 


ation for my fin. Loxp, remember the true David, and all his troubles; 
remember all his offerings, and accept his burnt-ſacrifice; and turn not 
away the ſace of thine R nted, \ y hi | nt 
heaven itſelf, now to appear in the preſence of Gop for men, Remember 
5 ** * a wo a at » > Be .v £& © I — 


3 . 4 # + "atv 


\. x3 x * b aA 7 A £4 * ag +> 
x % A = 
* : ; 2 
I 
Ly 


0 * 1 | 6 $0 4 OS @ $47 3 2 » . of þ 
nointed, who by his'own blogd is entexed into 


* 
— — — 
o k * y * PETS 4 


C 
— 1 —— — — 0 


- 


- 


oy 3 1 n 
* 1 7 3 
RES " 
"OX 


+ 


e 


the covenant in his blood, and be merciful to mine unrighteouſneſs, and 


my fins and my iniquities remember no more. 


Let me be juſtified by faith, )and have peace with Go through ]z5us 
Curisr, and through hum let me have acceſs to that grace wherein be- 
lievers ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of Gov. O make me hear 


of joy and gladneſs, that the bones which ſin has broken may rejoice, Let 
; let it ſpeak 


the blood of Caxisr ſpeak better things than. that of Abe 
Pardon and peace to my foul ; let it purge my conſcience from dead works 
to ſerve the living Gon. Let thy Spirit witneſs with my ſpirit that I ama 


my faivation, . | 


Lob p, give me a wiſe and underſtanding heart; that which I know 
not, teach thou me; let the Spirit of truth guide me into all truth, and 


make me to underſtand wherein I have erred. Make thy way php | 


before my face, becauſe of mine obſervers; and by the teaching of thy 
Word and Spirit make me wiſe unto ſalvation. Unto me, Lox, let 


it be given to believe, for the faith by which I am ſaved is not of myſelf, 


it is the gift of Goo: Lord, "increaſe my faich, and perfect what is lack - 


ing in it, that | may be ſtrong in faith, giving glory to Gop, Let every, 
word of thine profit me, being mixed with faith ; and enable me to 


Jook above the things that are ſeen, which are temporal, to the- things 


dat are unſcen, which are eternal; let my heart be purified by faith, 


2 
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and 3 me e by faith to overcome the world, to reſiſt the „ 
and to live eee pon: Joys drawing out of his fulnels, grace 
for grace. 

Unite my heart 10 ſear thy name, that 1 may kenp thy 5 
ments: O put thy fear into my heart, that I may never depart from thee; 
let me be in the fear of the Loxv all the day long. Deliver me from all 
Naviſh fear that hath torment, ard give me a aa fear, that 1 may neuer 
wilſully offend againſt thee more. 5 

Give me grace, I beſeech thee, to PIG He. the Lord my. Ga 

with all my heart, and ſoul, and mind, and ſtrength ; to delight myſelf 
always in thee, and therein ſhall I have the deſire of my heart. O cir- 
cumciſe my heart to love thee, that 1 may live; O may the love off 
Go be ſhed abroad in my heart by the Joly Choſt. O that Jzsus 
may be very precious 10 me, 28 he is to all that believe; that he may 
be in my account the cbiefeſt of ten thouſand, and altogether. lovely; 

ard thovgh I have not ſeen him, yet may I love. bim, and by believing in 
him may, rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. Let the love 
of CaRi>r to me conſtrain me to live, not to Wyle, but to. him that died 
for me, and roſe again. 

Loup, put upon me that charity which i the bond of oerfeRneſs, .F 
that ] may keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and may 
livein 1 love and peace, that the Gop of love wy peace may. be with me, 
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Live me to loye my neighbour. as myſelf, with that love which is the 
Muniz of ecke law; to love him with à pure heart fervently. Give me, 
| © Lord} the love of the brethren; and enable me to be kindly affec- 
=. _ towards them in brotherly love, that I may know I am paſſed from 
1 . : E a 4 2 OM, 4 — 8 8 
weath unto life, and all may know that I am'thy diſciple.” Eord, make 
de able to love mine enemies; to bleſs them that curſe me, and to pray 
for them that deſpite fully uſe me; forbearing them and forgiving them, as, 
Etruſt, thou for Chriſt's fake haſt forgiven me. 
Lord, give me grace to deny myſelf, to take up my croſs daily, and to 
$ollow Chrift; to keep under the body, and to bring it into ſubjection; 
let me learn of Chriſt to be meek and lowly in heart, that T may find reſt 
tomy ſoul; hide pride from me, and clothe me with humility; and put 
upon” me the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which in thy fight 
26 of great price: let anger never reſt in my boſom, nor the fun go down 
upon my wrath, but enable me to ſhew all meekneſs towards all men: let 
We have bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs and : 
1long-fuffering that heing "merciful, as my Father which is in heaven is a 


on 
* 
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merciful, 1 may be perfect as he is perfect. 9 | 

Lord, teach me in every ſtate to be content; let my converſation be 
without coyętouſneſs; may & always be content with fuch things as 1 
Have; ſtill faying, the will of the Lord be done. Lord, give me grace 
= to weep 8 though I wept not, and to rejoice as though T rejoiced not, 
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and to buy 25 though 1 poſſeſſed not, and uſe this werld as not abuke it. 
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the very God of peace ſanctify me wWholl 4 and Ipfay Gop mp whole 05. 


Lozo Jezus 8 Let goodneſs and merc 
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my life: When I wa 


by thy counſel, and afterwards receive me to glory, through jzsus 
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keep us from fatling, 4nd to perform the good work begun ih us, till 


cline and fall off, after 1 have been ſet up, And put in a good hopeful way 


heaven-ward; and in what danger fill to undo myſelf, after all the great 5 


things thou haſt done for me. O Loxp of love, have pity on my inhrmfteies; 


and ſtrengthen me in my weakneſs, Preſerve me, thou bleſſed Guardian 


DñU—U—ü— — — ——ä—ä—ꝛ—ä— ——— èT— —— — 


$1 fol | 
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NTERNAL Cob, with Whom is everlaſting'firength,” thhu art ie d 


the day of - ]esvs CRnIsT. But, Logs, theu kroweſt how weak and 
changeable Lam, how wavering, and bent to backMlidings how apt to de 
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of thy people, who keepeſt the feet of thy ſaints; O preſerve me from the 
4 of a Racy, and alling away from any good beginnings, to Which 

thy grace has ever wrought me: And put thy fear in my heart, that 1 may 

not depart" from thee. Make me fo firmly thine, that nothing which be- 
- fals me in the world, may ever part thee and my foul: and make me ſo 


reſolute for thy ſervice, that nothing which any ran ſay or do may inter- 
rupt me in, or take me off from that way of life which is above to the 
wile, "to depart from hell beneath. O let me not be of the number of thoſe 
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Olen Gop, thou haſt begun to ſhew thy ſervant thy greatneſs, and 


A 


the mighty hand; go on, I pray thee, to work for the glory of thy name, 

and to perfect that which concerns me. Thou haſt been my help, leave 
_ 57 forſake me, O God of my ſal vation; but hold thou me up- 
3 


all be ſafe, and I will have reſpect to thy ſtatutes continually. 
Eſtabliſn, Q Loxp, ſtrengthen, ſettle me; and leave me no will or power 
to refilt the gracious defigns and methods of thy love and mercy, for the 


healing and ſaving of my ſoul. And as I, by my frailty, do ſtill renew my 

| fans, gracious Logp, through thy mercy, renew me to repentance; and 
= tough I fall, let me not utterly be caſt down, but uphold me by thy al- 
= mighty hand; preſerve. me to thy heavenly kingdom, and keep me by thy 
poser, through faith, to ſalvation. O make me fo faithful unto death, that 
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that draw back to perdition : but of their happy number, who do beheve 
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thou mayeſt give me the crown of life, ſo to endure to the end, that I max 
be laved; that in the end of my life 1 may receive the glorious conſum- 
mation of all my hopes, that bleſſed end of my faith, the eternal ſalvation of 

my ſoul, through Jesus Cuxisr, my dear Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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FX LORY be to thee, O Lory, in whom I live, and move, and have 
: my being; who haſt preſerved me ever ſince I was born 
1 ͤ humbly worſhip. thee, O Logo, my heavenly Father, through Tzsvus 
CurisT, my Redeemer; O give me thy grace, that I may faithfully ſerve 
| thee all the days of my life: Waſh me from the guilt of my ſins in the 
fountain of CHRIST's precious blood; ſave me Gally dy chy grace from the 

practice of an ; let thy good Spirit reſtrain, and cleanſe the corruption of 
my nature; help me to remember thee, my Creator, in the days of my. 
youth; preſerve me from thoſe errors and follies, to which the frailty of 
my age does molt expole me, and keep me innocent from every great of- 
fence ; deliver me from lying and vanity, from picking and ſtealing, from 
{wearing and ſabbath-breaking, and from the temptations of evil company. 

Incline my heart to all that is good, that I may be modeſt and humble, 
true and juſt, meek and kind, temperate and diligent, reſpectful and obe- 
dient io all my ſuperiors; that I may fear and love thee above all, and my 
neighbour-as myſelf, Let thy good providence defend me from all eviIi 


kingdom of bliſs and glory. 
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shit and day; let the grace of thy holy Spirit continually prevent and 
Ali me; bleſs me in my leaxning, and help me daily to increaſe. in know- 


edge, and wiſdom, and in all/viztues; inſtruct me, O Lon p, more add 


more in the truths of thy holy word, and in the knowledge of thy falvaticn, 


that I may live holly, die comfortably, and be eternally happy in. thy 


. Bleſs all my dear friends, relations, and benefaRors; grant to them what- 


ever may be good ſor them in this life, and guide them and me to ever- 


laſting happineſs in thy kingdom, through I ESsuUs Cuklsr, my dear LORD 


and Saviour. Amen. Our Father, &c. 


An ADDRESS before PUBLIC WORSHIP. 
2 ORD, Tan now'in thy Houle, aſſiſt me, I pray thee, and accept of my 
EB iP 8 W r in ee . co! „„ WER TRY TLAGTT ON 
N ferviees : Let thy holy 50 help my infirmities diſp>ſing my heatt 
to ſcrioaſnels, attention, and devotion ; to the honour of thy holy name, and 
the benefit of my ſout, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amenn 
| After the SERVICE is done. 25 TY 


in thy houſe and ſervice: Make me, I pray thee, a doer of thy word, 


FI 


- and not an hearer only; accept both us and vur ſervicee, through Jeſus 
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Bre be thy name, O Lord, for this opportunity of attending thee 
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